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McKee Library to receive
major face-lift

East Elevation render of the McKee Library. Photo courtesy of Lucas Patterson

Current second-floor updates to be completed
by end of the month
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
The McKee Library is slated
to receive a face-lift set to
be unveiled with the grand
opening of the Bietz Student
Center during the 2020-2021
school year.
The plans for renovation were
made possible by $500,000 of
donations to the school. They
will fund a remodeling of the
outside of the building to match
the aesthetic of the new student
center which will be located
next to the library.
New additions will include
an enclosed front entrance,
an extra 2,000 square feet

and a new side entrance with
large windows facing the
student center.
“Students and faculty will
appreciate the increase in natural light,” said Deyse Bravo,
McKee Library director, in a
statement from the university.
The library is currently library
is also currently finishing up
summer construction updates
to its second floor.
Students are expected to
regain use of this space, usually designated as “the quiet
floor,” at the end of September.
The goals of this specific work

were to change all the lights to
LEDs and replace all of the ceiling panels for a process called
asbestos abatement, a process
that was completed for the first
floor last summer.
Bravo said that while the
temporary loss of space for
studying and the inability of
students to retrieve books from
the second floor on their own
are causing inconveniences,
hard work is being done to
get the spaces open as soon
as possible.
See LIBRARY on page 2

Campus bookstore
goes online
Zailin Peña
Lead Reporter
Over the summer, Southern ate process of implementing
Adventist University’s Campus this process.
Shop switched from a conven“Three months of research
tional college bookstore model was done to find the right
to an online-based
company,” Payne
I think that said. “MBS Direct
system through a
partnership
with obviously when- has been quick to
textbook company ever you change resolve any issues
MBS Direct.
to a new system that have come up”
Campus
Shop there are some
According
to
manager,
Danita
Payne, the main
hiccups as you
Payne said that
problem
they
transition.
Many have encountered
this change is a
students have with going online
way to “save students
money” struggled to get occurred at the
their books
while offering as
start of the semeson time
many options for
ter when students
textbooks as possible, whether who had not checked their
they’re used, new, rented, or emails beforehand went to the
e-books. Students will also be store expecting to buy books
able to see whether a book is that were no longer there.
required for a course or if it is
Her advice to students
just optional.
regarding this issue is to be
Payne spoke on the deliberSee ONLINE on page 3

A student waits for textbooks at the Campus Shop.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Green Commuter cars
removed from campus

Southern welcomes
new PTA program

Joel Guerra
News Editor

Nicole Dominguez
Lead Reporter

The Green Commuter car
rental program has been shut
down on campus after its three
year partnership with Southern
Adventist University.
On Aug. 23, Southern students received an email from
Marty Hamilton, Associate Vice
President of Financial Administration, confirming that the university’s car rental program had
been officially terminated.
In preparation for the new
school year, the service was
temporarily suspended during
early August, and the Green
Commuter cars were taken
from
Southern’s
charging
station for maintenance purposes. During this time, Green
Commuter was also working
on renewing their automotive
insurance contract. However,
according to Hamilton, despite
receiving no claims from Green

“Disability is a matter of perception. If you can do just one
thing well, you are needed
by someone.”
These words are featured on
the wall of Southern Adventist University’s new Physical
Therapist Assistant department, tucked away in Fleming Plaza just steps from the
Campus Bookstore.
The new program launched
this semester to provide training for students to receive their
Associate of Science Physical
Therapist Assistant degree.
This
two-year
degree,
requires half a year of prerequisites before moving on to the
“technical phase,” allowing a
year and a half of training and
clinicals. Following graduation,

Empty charging station behind Talge Hall
Photo by Hannah Moyer

Commuter in Chattanooga
since the beginning of 2017,
the insurance provider decided
to raise the prices considerably.
In response, Green Commuter
concluded that paying the new
insurance would not be worth
the cost, so they decided to end
operations in the Chattanooga
area.
According to Hamilton, the
project was successful at South-

ern, which “made up 43 percent
of all rentals in the Chattanooga
area.”
Nadine Peteros, sophomore
business administration major,
only started using the service
during last year’s winter semester but said that she used it
almost every weekend.
“It was worth it if you went
with a lot of friends because
you could split the cost,”

Though the
program launched
this semester, the
PTA program has
been in the works
for over six years.
students may sit for a licensure exam, a nationwide board
assessment that will grant them
a license to practice as a physical therapist assistant within an
allied health system.
But what is a physical therapist assistant?
Mandy Sharpe, the director
of clinical education within the
new department, is quick to dispose of the misconception that
a physical therapist is the same
as a physical therapist assistant.
Physical therapy is a profession
that demands at least six years

See GREEN on page 3

Former Miss Tennessee visits Southern
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief

Christine Williamson
Photo courtesy by Jennifer Carter

Christine Williamson, former
Miss Tennessee, arrives today
at Southern to conclude the
first Community Service Emphasis Week. She will be speaking
this morning during convocation about the importance of
volunteer work.
Jennifer Carter, Christian Service director, contacted Williamson this past spring after hearing her speak at a service and
volunteer conference.
“I learned that she’s a stu-

dent here in Chattanooga and
so I thought, ‘Hey, since she’s
right here, she might be willing
to come and speak to our students,’” Carter said.
Besides winning the title
of Miss Tennessee on June
23, 2018, Williamson has also
served as an ambassador for
the five Children’s Miracle Network hospitals across the state
and as a national spokesperson
for the Alzheimer’s Association.
She also holds a position as Volunteer Tennessee’s honorary
board chair.
See MISS TENNESSEE on page 2

PTA students practicing during class.
Photo by Brian Garcia

See PTA PROGRAM on page 3
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Southern
remembers
Dean Erhard

Library continued from page 1
“Usually it really helps to have
the space upstairs because we
have the study rooms, which
is more space for students to
study. So now the first floor is
really, really packed at all times,”
Bravo said. “If [students] can
just be patient with us, we are
looking forward to the second
floor being open just as much
as they are, if not more.”
Students like sophomore
nursing major Evelyn Roman
have struggled to find quiet
locations to study during this
time of transition.

If [students] can
just be patient
with us, we are
looking forward to
the second floor
being open just as
much as they are,
if not more.

On June 12, 2019, Talge Associate Dean of Men, Jeffrey Erhard,
passed away at the age of 63.
He is remembered by many
for the work he performed as
dean; though as a man, he was
much greater to many Southern
faculty and staff.
According to those who knew
him, he was a loving and caring
husband, father and grandfather. Erhard’s devotion to Christ
shaped his outlook on life and
influenced every interaction he
had, especially with students
they said. Despite his technical
responsibilities as dean, Erhard
ensured students were comfortable and loved no matter what
obstacles they faced.
“He was always encouraging,”
said Bradley Wilmoth, senior
resident assistant. “Often, when
I would have to work a lonely
shift in the office, Erhard would
visit just to talk about life or
whatever came to mind.”
To coworkers, he exemplified
vital characteristics that any

Construction progress on the
second floor of the library.
Photo by Estefania SanchezMayorquin

continued from page 1

Carter believes Williamsons
presentation will complement
what has already been presented throughout the community service emphasis week
and will inspire students to take
action in their community.
“I think her story of service
will be a good example to students that it does not matter
what you do or how busy you
are, there is always a chance to
go out and make a difference in
your community,” said Carter.
Community Service Emphasis
Week has been an effort of the
Christian Service Department to
introduce students to the different ways in which they can volunteer and work with non-profit
organizations. Over 30 nonprofit organizations have participated in the four-day event,
which was extended from
the previous years’ one-day
service expo.

“It’s time we be proactive”:
Women’s Health Initiative

Dean Jeffrey Erhard
Photo Courtesy of Southern Adventist University

Xander Ordinola
Lead Reporter

“[I studied upstairs in the
library] every day last semester so I’ve been trying to find
a place to go because I like
studying in silence and the first
floor is a little too loud for me,”
Roman said.
For those hoping to use the
library during the next month,
Bravo
suggests
booking
study rooms on the first floor
in advance.

Miss Tennessee

employer would want. Hardworking, focused and funny are
but a few aspects he gave to his
work and never did he allow a
bad day to ruin the days of others coworkers said. Most importantly, however, he viewed his
coworkers as family.
“It [Erhard’s passing] has been
a heavy weight on the entire
team,” Dean of Students Lisa
Hall said. “[I will miss] the comradery and having him as part of
the team. He had a robust laugh
and it always made one smile.”
Although his death was
recent, it was necessary to find
a replacement. Out of several
candidates, Brandon Dorn was
chosen. Prior to attaining the
position, the following quote
became his mantra: “God qualifies the called, not the other way
around.” In this, he found solace
and became comfortable taking
the title.
“We had a relationship with
each other, and I’d like to think
he’d be happy that I was taking
over,” Dorn said.

Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
The University Health Center
(UHC) has decided to initiate the
conversation on different topics of women’s wellness. These
female-only discussions aim to
provide honest, open and relevant health information from a
biblical perspective for Southern’s young ladies.
Guest speakers, such as counselor Tiffany Bartell, will present
on topics that include HIV, cervical cancer, breast health, colds,
flus, depression and stress.
Sophomore music education
major Freja Nelson believes that
these sessions will be important
because of how she feels girls
are taught about health issues.
“Girls are kind of told, ‘Well
this is how it is dealt with. Good
luck,’” Nelson said.
UHC nurse practitioner and
Southern graduate Michelle
Mix recognizes the unique
challenges that young college
women face. Now, as the organizer of these meetings, Mix

hopes they will add depth to the
knowledge attendees may have
learned at younger ages.
“It’s time we be proactive,”
Mix said. “Not everyone retains
everything from their health
classes in high school, which
is normal, and when you move
away and you don’t have
access to your parents or your
best friend anymore, or your
brother or your sister to ask
questions, they [students] are
kind of left on their own trying to figure it out. And so, I
want to try to minimize those
difficult conversations.”
Many
students
have
responded positively to these
efforts.
“We really should be talking
about these issues a lot more,
especially in our circles as
Adventists; because a lot
of times these things aren’t
addressed because they’re a
taboo in the church. And so,
a lot of girls struggle with this
stuff and they feel unheard,”
said Heidi Supit, freshman
nursing major.

Courtesy by Estefania SanchezMayorquin

Mix hopes to break this
silence. The first of the monthly
meetings will take place on September 12 at 6:30 p.m. in the
White Oak Room in Thatcher
South. Students will receive
one cultural credit, as well
as refreshments.
Designed to be “interactive”
and “applicable,” the meeting will mostly be a “discussion-based group session,”
Mix said.

SA introduces Inflate the Fun
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
Student
Association
(SA)
will not be hosting a banquet
this semester in an effort to
improve next semester’s Spring
Formal. This year, sophomore
history major and SA Social
Vice President Maddy Thomas
has decided to organize only
one banquet and replace the
other with a party called Inflate
the Fun.
“I love the idea of dressing
up,” Thomas said, “but I just
wanted to do something different because the Spring Formal
is going to be pretty nice and
big already. I wanted to mix it
up and have some fun.”
To replace the fall formal,
Thomas came up with Inflate

the Fun, a party that will be
hosted on Sept. 21. Inflate the
Fun will have bouncy castles,
inflatable slides, inner tubes
and an obstacle course.
“With the Fall Formal, you
have to pay for tickets to go.
Whereas with Inflate the Fun
everything is free,” Thomas
said. “So, definitely more people
can attend than in the regular
Fall Formal and that’s my goal.
I want everyone to be involved.”
Various
students
have
expressed their approval of
the party and their enthusiasm
to attend.
“I do plan to go. Inflate the
Fun sounds like it will be better
than the banquet, so I think it’s
fine to cancel Fall Formal and
have Inflate the Fun instead,”
said Emily Chavez, sophomore

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For any questions, comments,
and article submission
information email us at
accent@southern.edu
For all advertising inquiries, email
John Landis at
johnlandis@southern.edu

nursing major.
Still, some students are not
completely excited by the idea.
“I can understand the reason
why they canceled it … but it is
kind of a tradition every single
year that there are two formals,”
said Xavier Baca, theology sophomore. “I don’t think there will
be a good turnout for Inflate
the Fun just because college
students might see bouncy castles as something they did when
they were six years old.”
Inflate the Fun is costing less
than what was budgeted for
the Fall Formal. According to
Thomas, the money saved will
be used for future SA events.
Thomas said, “I know I won’t
satisfy everyone, but I am trying
my best.”
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Presidential Address: You are not alone
Mark Galvez
Student Association President
Though I was born here, I
was scared of coming to school
in America. Coming from a high
school outside of this nation
was nerve-wracking. My siblings dropped me off, and I had
to figure everything out on my
own. When moving to a different country you encounter the
phenomenon of culture shock.
Culture shock comes when your
surroundings are new, different,
and at times—weird. If you are
experiencing culture shock, you
are not alone. If you are new
this year, you are probably having some culture shock at how
different this place is! If you’re

coming back, there’s probably
some shock at stepping into a
new chapter of your life.
Your Student Association
wants to make sure that you
transition into this new year
with confidence and that you
use your God-given talents in
order to better our campus
culture. Whether it be through
weekly events, community-centered programs, or new initiatives, we want you to feel right
at home.
You will be pleased to know
that during the summer, we
worked out a discount with
Kung Fu Tea in Chattanooga.
After seeing the overbooked
counseling services on campus,
we are now working with Bet-

terHelp, a company that gives
24/7 counseling to students
(southern.edu/betterhelp). We
also partnered with ActivateSouthern to create community-centered fitness groups. We
have made sure that every plan
and event is crafted for you in
order to continue improving our
culture at Southern. This is only
the beginning.
We have some fantastic surprises for you throughout the
year, and through our actions,
we hope to become the answers
to your questions.
Above everything, we are
praying that you do not fit in,
but that you become a catalyst of change on our campus.
When faced with a culture of

apathy, negativity and indifference, may we become representatives of Kingdom culture.
A culture of creativity, inclusivity
and prayer.
At the first vespers of
the year, I did not have an
announcement. I had a declaration. Romans 8:28 says “All
things work together for the
good of those who love Him…”.
The verse says ALL things! This
means that what you are worried about has already been
worked out, and God has you
in the palms of His hands. This
is your year of success, and we
are here to help you achieve it.
Your team of servant-leaders
are praying for you every day to
reach your individual goals, and

that we as a campus attain our
collective objectives.
At your service,
Mark Galvez
PS: Please feel free to stop by
the office!

order to be that, we need help
from those whom we aim to
represent. This is why we are
placing a greater focus on the
opinion section by working with
a wider variety of contributors.
We are also adding a monthly
student spotlight that will showcase what Southern students
and alumni have accomplished.
Those who are interested in
becoming contributors for any
of our sections can email me at
paolam@southern.edu
As the influence of social
media continues to increase
in our present-day society,
we have recognize the importance of reaching our audience
through this medium. By creating more interactive posts, we
hope to increase the engagement between the Accent and
students on social media. On
Instagram, we will be introducing what we call “Questions at
the Promenade”, which is a
video series that will feature
students’ opinions on various

trending topics. Finally, all of
our social media platforms
will be used as an easy tool
for students to reach out to
us and give us their feedback
and comments. You can follow
us on Instagram (@sauaccent),
Twitter
(@Southern_Accent)
and Facebook (@the.southern.
accent). You can also read all
of our articles online at www.
accent.southern.edu
Although we are excited for
what is coming, we are also
aware of the huge responsibility that lies on our shoulders
and promise to never take it
lightly. Thank you for giving us
the opportunity to serve you.
Welcome to the 75th volume of
the Accent!

Courtesy of Mark Galvez

Letter from the Editor

Courtesy of Paola Mora Zepeda

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
The 2019-20 school year has
started and it is already full
of papers, quizzes and tests.
Nonetheless, between classes
and assignments, there is a

campus full of news relating
to and affecting our students,
alumni, faculty and staff. The
Southern Accent’s purpose is
to be the voice of the students
and cover exactly that. This is
why I am excited to present our
first issue of the year.
As time goes by, you will
notice that while we have kept
many aspects the same, we-asstaff, are still aiming to improve
and we understand that in order
to do so, change is required.
There are a few ways in which
we plan to do this, including the
way we angle our news, design
our layout, increase student
involvement and advance our
social media interactions.
This year we will continue
to accurately and fairly report
the issues happening here on
campus and in our community. The Accent will be a tool
for students to remain updated
about the things happening
near them. Additionally, we are
making a bigger effort to local-

ize national and international
news so that students can see
how those issues play a role in
where they are.
Another change that is taking
place is the design of the paper.
We are still keeping the broadsheet style in order to follow the
industry standard, but we are
altering the layout to what we

Additionally, we
are making a bigger effort to localize national and
international news
so that students
can see how those
issues play a role
where they are.
believe is a more space-efficient
design. The changes will allow
us to include more pictures and
infographics to accompany the
articles without decreasing the
number of stories.
The Accent prides itself on
being the student voice, but in

Online continued from page 1

PTA Program continued from page 1

watching out for emails.
Besides that, Payne says that
overall, things have been going
well since this change was introduced. The change has “not
affected book purchases in a
negative way,” Payne said.
A few faculty members and
students have expressed their
thoughts on the new way to
acquire textbooks such as Clarise Nixon, Assistant Professor in
the English Department.
“I’ve had several students
who have expressed difficulty
using the system and I still have
some students who don’t have
their textbooks yet,” said Nixon.
“The concept is good, however this semester I would say
that there needs to be improvements,” said Moriah Shadley,
psychology major. “I had several
classes whose book lists never
got on the site. Therefore, I got
to classes and did not have the
materials needed.”
History and Political Studies

of schooling. Physical therapists
are responsible for diagnosing
and discharging patients.
In contrast, becoming a physical therapist assistant requires
only two years of schooling and
allows for more day-to-day contact with patients, working with
them to apply the treatments
and exercises prescribed by a
physical therapist.
Though
the
program
launched this semester, the
Physical Therapist Assistant
(PTA) program has been in the
works for over six years. Christopher Stewart, program director, and others involved in the
project, have been working with
the university and an accreditation board to get the program
off the ground.
According to the department
website, they were granted
Candidate for Accreditation
status by the Commission on
Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education on April 30 of

Assistant Professor Shannon
Martin shared her thoughts on
the new system as well.
“I think that obviously whenever you change to a new system there are some hiccups as
you transition. Many students
have struggled to get their
books on time, and so that’s
been a bit of a struggle with trying to provide more scanning
of books as we start out the
semester,” Martin said.
“I don’t mind it, I don’t think
it’s an inconvenience. It’s pretty
simple because you see everything you need such as what’s
required and optional. I felt like
it was efficient,” said Hannah
D’Avanzo, a junior broadcast
journalism major.
While there are different opinions on this change,it is important to remember that this new
system will take some time to
get used to, seeing as how it
has changed the way students
acquire textbooks.

Green Commuter
Peteros said, explaining why she
liked the project so much. “It’s
kind of inconvenient because I
feel bad asking people for rides
because I have to work around
their schedules.”
Samuel Kumendong, sophomore nursing major, is another
student who felt disappointed
by the abrupt culmination. He
says he frequently used the
service throughout the previous school year for various purposes such as quick Walmart
trips or going out to eat
with friends.
“It definitely impacted getting
settled into the dorm because

this year.
Up until now, Loma Linda
was the only Adventist university that had a PTA program,
but Sharpe is hopeful about the
success rate of the program.
“We have accreditation to
have up to 40 students, that’s
nearly double the regular
class size in any PTA program,”
she said.
The three required clinical
rotations are also a factor in
the students’ success rate. As

Disability is a
matter of perception. If you can do
just one thing well,
you are needed by
someone..

conduct clinicals are places of
potential employment.
Sharpe is optimistic about the
growth of the program, hoping that Southern can further
widen the options available to
students, and provide other
Allied Health programs such as
speech therapy.
She believes Physical Therapist Assistants are muchneeded. They are versatile in
their employment and can
find jobs in retirement homes,
industrial
settings,
hospitals, outpatient clinics and
other places.
“There will always be a need
for help in times of pain,”
Sharpe said.

Director of Clinical Education,
Sharpe is diligent in finding
clinical opportunities nationwide, encouraging students to
branch out. The organizations
and institutions where students

continued from page 1

we had to go to Walmart a
few times and we’d have to
wait two to three days before
someone would be available,”
Kumendong said.
In an interview, Hamilton
explained that his feelings mir-

It definitely impacted getting settled into the dorm
because we had to
go to Walmart a
few times and we’d
have to wait two to
three days before
someone would be
available

ror those of disgruntled students.
“What bothers me the most is
that we did it as a service to students...I had no advance warning, so all I got was an email
saying that they closed the
whole program here in Chattanooga,” Hamilton said.
In the meantime, Hamilton
says that he and his staff are
meeting with CARTA soon to
explore alternatives for other
green transportation services
that the school may provide
to students.
Green Commuter was not
available for comment, but

What bothers me
the most is that we
did it as a service to
students...I had no
advance warning,
so all I got was an
email saying that
they closed the
whole program here
in Chattanooga...
while the rental car service is no
longer operating, the charging
station is still available for students and faculty to use.
The program, which started
in 2017, was part of a Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) spon-

sored partnership between the
Chattanooga Area Regional
Transportation (CARTA) and
Green Commuter. The project’s
goal of providing greener transportation to Chattanooga was
implemented through planting
a series of electric car-charging
stations around Chattanooga,
where Green Commuter would
provide rental cars for the public at $7 an hour.
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SA President Mark Galvez dresses in a Mario costume and
serves corndogs to students.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Students participate in a game of human bowling at the SA Welcome Back Party.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

George Zaitsev gives out free shirts and fanny packs to students.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Students play giant tic-tac-toe.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Students play giant Jenga.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin
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SPORTS
Softball intramurals in
full swing

Such Bad Luck:

NFL World Rocked by the
Retirement of Andrew Luck
David Runnels
Contributor

Trey Gettys during softball game.
Photo by Abigale Choi

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
The softball intramural season is up and running and one
week of games is in the books.
The Men’s A and B Leagues
have seven and six teams,
respectively. On the Ladies’
side, there are six teams making up their league.
In Ladies A, The Lucky 13,
captained
by
sophomore
Autumn White, is in first place
at 2-0 as of Tuesday night. In
Men’s A League, Sweaty Palms,
captained by P.E. department

employee Kevin Hughes, and
Bloop Singles, led by senior
Brady Tull, were tied for first
place with a 2-0 record each.
In the B League, Senior Kyler
Stock’s Bomb Squad was in first
place at 3-1 as of Tuesday night.
The season continued this
week and will have games until
September 25. Games are held
on the softball fields behind the
Village Market and behind Collegedale Academy.

Previous NFL seasons have that Luck had actually torn Luck’s health took a sudden
shown that success relies cartilage in his earlier shoul- downturn yet again this past
heavily on the quarterback der injury and that the only March, when it was revealed
position. Quarterbacks are reason he was able to play that he had a strained calf.
highly valued, paid well and was through injections that Although he sat out for most
are the main benefactors would numb the pain. Luck of his team’s training camp,
of the new rules prohibit- suffered a concussion the the injury did not get better
ing unnecessary roughness. following season that would and he developed an ankle
So, NFL players, coaches keep him out for a week.
injury as well.
and fans were absolutely
At the end of the 2016 seaEven though he batshocked on Aug. 21
tled injuries throughLast season Luck played out his career, Andrew
when Andrew Luck,
all 16 regular season
the Indianapolis Colts
Luck’s career stats
games, the first time he
franchise
quarterand accolades are
back, confirmed his
still impressive.
He
had done so since 2014.
retirement in a press However, his health took a ended
his
career
conference. Luck, the sudden downturn yet again with a total of 23,671
29-year-old quarterpassing yards and
this past March, when it
back that was drafted
171 touchdowns with
was revealed that Luck had
first overall in 2012,
only 83 interceptions.
a strained calf.
cited his numerous
He made the Pro
injuries throughout his sev- son, Luck decided to undergo Bowl four times, including
en-year career.
surgery to repair his lin- last season and won the AP
While the first three years gering shoulder problems. Comeback Player of the Year
of his career were mostly Although it seemed that he awards. He was a top 20
injury-free,
Luck’s
body would return at some point player coming into the seastarted to show its fragility during the 2017 season, the son before his retirement,
in September of 2015, when Colts eventually placed him and the Indianapolis Colts
he strained his shoulder. Two on injured reserve, which were projected to win the
months later, Luck sustained sidelined him for the rest of AFC South by most experts.
a lacerated kidney and a par- 2017.
Andrew Luck’s retirement
tially torn abdominal muscle.
Last season Luck played will have far-reaching conThen at the end of the sea- all 16 regular season games, sequences for the Colts, the
son, Stephen Holder of the for the first time he had done AFC South, and the NFL as a
Indianapolis Star reported so since 2014. However, whole.

The Wild, Wild West (And East)

What you need to know for the upcoming NBA season
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
Wow! What a crazy summer
for the NBA. Wild shocking
trades and a very exciting draft
year make this one of the most
anticipated seasons in a long
time. With plenty of big time
free agents signing to different
teams during the off season,
the championship title is truly
up for grabs.
Golden State Warriors
With Kevin Durant injured and
signed to the Nets, the Warriors
are no longer an unbeatable
force. Still, do not count out
Steph Curry and The Warriors
just yet; with the pickup of D’Angelo Russel it should still be a
favorable year for Golden State,
especially if Klay Thompson can
come back healthy in time for
the playoffs.
Los Angeles Lakers
With Anthony Davis finally
making it to Los Angeles, LeBron is ready to win another title.
But are the Lakers the favorite

team this to win the West this
year or are they even the best
team in Los Angeles? After signing Kawhi Leonard and trading
for Paul George, the Clippers
can be considered the favorites
by many. Considering last year’s
surprisingly strong first round
playoff appearance against the
Warriors and the addition of
two of the best two-way players in the league, the Clippers
should roll through most of the
West.
Houston Rockets
The Rockets have consistently had great regular seasons but can not seem to make
it to the finals. This summer,
they decided to try something
new: trading point guard Chris
Paul for Russell Westbrook.
Adding an extreme athlete who
has averaged record-breaking
stats for the last three seasons
sounds like a good idea, but can
Westbrook and Harden get over
their historically egotistical personalities and style of play for

dominant team basketball?
Boston Celtics
Not all teams went after huge
market players, but several
teams made moves to try and
make a title run. The Celtics lost
Kyrie Irving to free agency, but
picked up a great scoring point
guard in Kemba Walker. With
an already young and talented
team, they should still be a high

With plenty of big
time free agents
signing to different
teams during the off
season, the championship title is truly
up for grabs.
seed, but there are plenty of
other teams to watch out for in
the East.
Philadelphia 76rs
The 76ers look like they might
be the top defensive team
this year, with solid additions
including Al Horford but also

lost offensive firepower with
Jimmy Butler and JJ Redick signing with new teams. Therefore,
the question surrounding Philadelphia will be whether or not,
they can find ways to score by
relying on an injury prone Joel
Embiid and an offensively timid
Ben Simmons.
Milwaukee Bucks/Utah Jazz
Two teams that have not
made huge changes but should
be close to the top seeds in the
East and West are the Bucks and
Jazz. Giannis Antetokounmpo is
coming off an MVP season with
his Bucks capturing the best
record in the East. Donovan
Mitchell’s Jazz should be among
the contenders again with the
addition of Mike Conley Jr. to
help share the load of scoring,
Noteworthy News
Notable things to look for
this season; the Pacers should
benefit from all-star guard Victor Oladipo returning from a
knee injury. The Mavericks have
a promising future with two

incredible European players,
Kristaps Porzingis and Luka
Doncic. The Nuggets were the
best team in the West last season, so do not be surprised to
see them doing well.
We are all excited to see
how the uber-hyped prospect
Zion Williamson performs for
the New Orleans Pelicans, but
do not assume the 6’7” power
forward has secured Rookie of
the Year award. Ja Morant is
another top prospect that could
come out on top by the end of
the season.
Regardless of who you will be
cheering for this year, there is a
lot to watch. With many teams
on the rise and plenty of close
seeding battles, there is an
opportunity for challengers to
prove themselves, old champions to remind us of who they
are, and it ultimately could be
anyone’s year.

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN BUSINESS
Business With a Biblical Perspective

Southern’s Master of Business
Administration degree helps you
acquire the skills you need to be
successful in today’s workforce—based
on the biblical principles of honesty,
integrity, and high ethical standards.
It’s convenient
All classes are online. Full- and part-time tracks are
available, and the MBA can be completed in as
little as one year. With careful planning, you can
complete a bachelor’s degree AND a master’s
degree in ﬁve years!

It’s affordable
Southern’s competitively priced program is a
valuable investment in your future
Prep for CPA Review.
Students with an MBA Accounting emphasis
may take the Wiley CPAexcel review courses
for six of their 12 elective hours.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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OPINION

PSA ON PDA
Keep it to yourself
Zoe Kanas
Contributor
Public display of affection, or
“PDA,” comes in many different
forms. The couple holding hands as
they walk to their classes is demonstrating PDA, but so is the couple
sitting on a bench
trying to consume
each other’s faces.
As someone who
has never really
shown any form of
PDA, I suppose I
do not understand
why couples do it.
Personally, I think
there is a stark difference between
holding
hands,
hugging, and exchanging short
kisses with your significant other
in public, as opposed to making out
while waiting in line at KR’s.
I worked at a fast-food joint while
in high school and I saw a lot of
PDA. I can recall countless couples
ordering their food, but being unable
to hear them since their tongues
were too busy being shoved down

each other’s throats. Now that made
me uncomfortable.
I think when it comes to showing
PDA on campus, situation and location are key. In very public settings,
maybe
avoid
being all over
one
another.
Save that for
a more private moment
because I think
I speak for a lot
of people when
I say that it is
kind of gross
and awkward to
witness. However, small acts of PDA do not really
hurt anyone, and I think someone
would have to be hard-pressed to be
offended by hugging or hand holding.
Just please don’t make me feel
like the little kid who walked in
on her parents watching a romance
movie during one of those scenes.

I think when
it comes to
showing PDA
on campus,
situation and
location are
key.

Illustration by Brianna Ford

RELIGION

From an Adventist to a
Jesus Lover
María José Morán
Religion Editor
I’ve been an Adventist my
whole life, but I have never been
a lover of Jesus. This is how my
entire life was. I was born to a
converted Catholic and to a pastor’s kid who has always worked
for the church, which means I
was raised heavily in the Adventist system.
Because I went to private
school, my parents made sure
that I knew the basics of Adventism by heart. While I knew everything a child could know about
the Bible and Ellen G. White, it
meant absolutely nothing to me.
After coming to Southern, I
got used to the constant prayers,
sermons and reflections, so my
already-struggling relationship
with Christ went from bad to
terrible. It wasn’t until I got into
a relationship that I began to
feel like I needed Jesus to guide

it. But despite me and my boyfriend’s “efforts,” it didn’t bring
us any closer to God. In fact, I
grew colder towards Him.
After a couple months of dating, the relationship came to an
abrupt and tumultuous end, and
I found myself in a very sad and
lonely place. After a full week
of grieving and crying, it finally
came from my heart to kneel
down and pray; something I
hadn’t done in months.
To my surprise, that prayer
was the most sincere and heartfelt thing I have experienced in
my life. I remember talking to
God about my broken heart and
at the same time confessing my
sins and asking for forgiveness. I
went to sleep immediately after
praying, and I woke up the next
day to the sense of a fresh start.
It was that radical.

That morning I felt peace like
I’ve never felt before, and I felt
forgiveness in a way that I’ve
never experienced in my life. As
I confirmed that I did want an
utter change, I began reading
my Bible daily, I started going to
counseling, and I started attending a women’s Bible study.
Although this has been a challenging period in my life, it has
also been the most rewarding
season as well. I’ve found that
getting closer to God and getting to know Him personally, has
made me the happiest I’ve ever
been despite all my struggles.
Even though I’ve had a hard
time forgiving myself, knowing
that God forgave and accepted
me made me the Jesus lover I
am today.

María José Morán
Photo by Hannah Moyer

Bible verses to get through the semester
María José Morán
Religion Editor

I know I’m not the only one struggling with the new semester. For some reason, this semester is already feeling harder than all the others, and we’re only in our third
week! However, for the toughest moments, I like to pull out my Bible and read some of the things I’ve highlighted. So, here are a couple of verses that have helped me
and can also help you.

For more encouraging Bible verse
visit our website at
accent.southern.edu
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LIFESTYLE
Trading:
How I made an Income
with my Phone
Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor
As a busy student that is soon
to graduate, the last thing I
want to think about is looking
for a job that is not only flexible
enough around my schedule,
but also pays enough that I am
not dependent on my parents.
My friend, Helen Eleanor, told
me about an opportunity which
allowed her to quit her day job.
Within a few months, she saved
enough money to travel around
Europe for a week. Her trip
was fully funded by her making
money from her phone. How
was that possible?
She makes money on her
phone by trading with Forex,
which is short for “Foreign
Exchange Market.” According to
Investopedia, “Forex is the largest and most liquid market in
the world. In 2010, it accounted
for more than $3 trillion of daily
trading.” Not billion. Trillion.
Imagine this: you decide
to travel to a foreign country
- let’s say Spain. For the trip,
you decide to bring $500 to
spend. Of course, once you
are in Europe, you need to
exchange that money into its
proper currency, euros. But let’s
say that you never spent any
of those euros while in Spain.
Now, you return to America,
and again, you need to transfer
that money back into its proper
currency—dollars. You go to

exchange your money at the
coachable student and I know
bank and you receive $658
how to copy and paste. These
back. You are confused because are the simple skills I employed
you are given back more than
to be profitable as a trader. I
what you began with. Why was
There is no secret
that? There was an inflation.
formula
to trading.
The dollar became worth more
I, personally, am not
than the euro during the duragood with numbers.
tion you were traveling.
This is what my trading within But I am a coachable
Forex was like. It is better than
student and I know
trading in the stock market
how to copy and
because an individual can make paste. These are the
a profit whether the market
simple skills I emgoes up or down. It is as simple
ployed to be profitas copy, paste and profit.
able as a trader.
When I decided to join the
investment group, I received
work with a team of individuals
access to learning resources,
that come from different backa networking team of other
grounds - recent graduates,
individuals trading, live training students and adults. Anybody
sessions and access to group
can do it. I love my team
chats. In the group chats,
because we build each other up
signals are sent that tell exactly every day. We listen to successwhich currency to trade in at
ful people in our business that
that moment to make a profit. I have the results that we want.
thought of it this way: With the
Interested in learning more or
amount of time I spend on my
how to join in this investment?
phone, it might as well make
me an income. So I joined the
For more information email
investment group a month ago,
Christina Robinson at
and it has changed my life. I
christinarobinson@southgo about my day, wait for a
ern.edu
signal, put it in my trading app,
continue with my day and wait
for profits to occur.
Right: Christina Robinson’s trades on
There is no secret formula to Forex.
trading. I, personally, am not
Courtesy of Christina Robinson
good with numbers. But I am a

SOCIAL MEDIA

For chance to be featured use #saulife
or tag @sauaccent on your posts!

Twitter
Aimee Anunciacion @aiancn #So #ElementaryEd

#SAUlife
Berly Hernandez

Jonathan Diaz

losing your ID AND your voice during the first week can’t be a bad
sign for this semester, right?

Rence Arroyo @notrence #Jr #Socialwork
I’ve been back two weeks but it feels like at least 2 months.

Ashley Monet Stirewalt @sighfm #So #Nursing
*in Sabbath school*
teacher: “What’s something you hold onto?”
grown man: “tools.”
Grown woman: “clothes.”
me: “the past.”
Can someone come get me pls it’s not even 11 yet

berly.hernandez Traveled 40 mins for a dried
out waterfall but in the end we still had a great time!
#SAUlife

Kiki Saint-Aime @kikers_822 #So #PT&Spanish

Jedlee Germeil

jonnydiaz7 Where I wish I was spending my
Labor Day instead of the classroom. #SAUlife

Nikki Litten

People who actually clip their book bags across their chest have
trust issues and are insecure. I said what I said.

Abigale Choi @abbynicole19_ #Jr #Marketing
I FORGOT HOW MUCH I MISSED TENNESSEE GAS PRICES

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann #Jr #PublicRelations
Introduces myself to girl in class
Her: yeah I’ve seen you, you go to dos bros a lot
Yea that’s fair
jedlee11 We back baby! #SAUlife

Kevin wanted to look fly
for the first week of school
so he went on a shopping
spree around the mall.
Find him in this issue for a
chance to join him with a

Marry Bright

lit_nikki It’s another wed-nes-day. #SAUlife

Anthony Villegas

$10 Forever 21
Gift Card
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!
marrywith2rs first day of 16th grade LET’S GO.
(speaking of go, where has the time gone?? I started senior year 4 years ago.) #SAUlife

_avillegas_ Wishing I was there instead of here.
#SAUlife
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HUMOR
Lies we tell ourselves the first
weeks of school

“I’m going to wake up every morning
before class and work out.”

Rachel Beaver
Humor Editor

“I can take on another job;
I have plenty of time.”

“More study time. Less watching Netflix.”

“I’m not interested in dating right
now. I want to focus on classes.”

The Lies.
“I’ll only take a short nap.”

“I’m going to work ahead in the
course material.”
“I will keep track of everything in
this new planner I just paid $12 for.”

“I’ll cook more so I won’t
have to eat in the cafe as
much.”

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 12

Memories

72-97

Convocation:
11 a.m. – Christine Williamson, Iles P.E. Center

Community Service Emphasis Week:

Are you a December 2019 or May 2020 graduate? Be sure to get
your senior portrait taken either Tuesday, Sept. 17 or Wednesday,
18 at 12-5 p.m., Sherrie Norton Room.

Monday 16

Student Center 12 – 1:30 p.m.

GRE Subject Exam, Lynn Wood
Last day for 80% tuition refund:

Friday 13

71-92

8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

New Students Organization
Registration forms due: 5 p.m., Student
Development

73-98

School of Business Student Dedication,

6:00 p.m., Lynn Wood Chapel
Vespers: Manny Arteaga, 7:30 p.m., Church
Sunset: 7:49 p.m.
Star Watch: 8:30 p.m., Hickman Parking Lot
GroupLink: 9:30 p.m., Iles PE Center

Saturday 14
71-92

Adoration: 9 a.m., Church
Renewal: 11:45 a.m., Church
Connect: 11:45 a.m., Collegedale Academy
Evensong: 7:30 p.m., Church, Joshua Knight
Extreme Dodgeball Night: 9 p.m., Iles P.E.
Center

Studio is looking for people to showcase a talent at our next
show on November 2, 2019, 8:32 p.m. in Iles P.E. Center. If you can
sing/do a backflip/or anything you think is worth sharing please
contact Studio 4109 Director, Angelica Rodriguez in the Student
Association office, located in the Student Center.

Student Association

70-92

Senior Portraits: 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.,

The 423 Night Market is being held on Oct. 5, 2019 at 8:30 p.m.
Deadline to reserve a table is September 24, 2019. Stop by the
Student Association office, located in the Student Center, for any
questions.

Sherrie Norton Room

Student Life Announcements

Wednesday 18

Biology and Allied Health
70-89

Senior Portraits: 12 p.m. – 5 p.m., Sherrie

Sunday 15
71-92

Tuesday 17

Studio 4109

Norton Room

For Biology & Allied Health majors a FREE Italian meal at the
Student Park Pavilion, Sept. 14, 2019 at 1 p.m. Any questions, call
423-236-2926 or email dkstrack@southern.edu.

Tornado Siren Test: 6 p.m.

Student Center & KR’s Open: 4-10 p.m.

Weekly Birthdays

15% of your purchase supports a SAU scholarship!

TODAY

Emily Morgan

Tuesday | 17

Johnny Cerino

Silviane Myers

Caleb Chen

Jeff Daniel

Arceo Primero

Emma Gibson

Corey Kulon

Jennifer Semillano

Jamie Henderson

Sharon Lotulung

Bernard Softhal

Lucas Kim

Jared Nelson

Daijah Stowe

Nathalia Levterova

Thyrell Smith

Sunday | 15

Juelien Vaughan

Nailah Baker

Emily Parker

Friday | 13

Andy Flores

Wednesday | 18

Dawsyn Bemis
Roilan Cabrera

Kedrick Jubanski Larson David Alvarez
Mica Mihaescu
Mia Chedalavada

Lucas Campos

Emmalina Pleshka

Natanael Fortunato

Jane Garcia

Madeline Salinas

Angeline Harper

Hae Soo Kim

D J Sommerville Jr.

Rebecca Pierce

Jessica Kovach

Cesia Trevedan

Lauren Powell

Shelby Lewellen

Daniela Vieira

Nathan Ray

Amy Stollenmaier

Sarah Wu

Amanda Reed

Soren Nelson

Chandler Tarbox

Monday | 16

Saturday | 14

Alaina Burrowes

Jake Tsai

Nadchen Aralquez

Annie Jeong

Josh Vollberg

Ryan Byford

Armando Nieves

Lisette De Leon

Keelie Puckett

Katie Guild

Justin Ross

David Johnson

Jomari Villoso

Ada Morgan

Dominik Werner

Gianna Smith
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Opinion | 6

Religion | 6

Lifestyle | 7
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Southern raises
student tuition
Bailey DuBose
Staff Writer
Southern Adventist University students may have seen
an increase of up to $870 on
their school bills this school
year because of changes in tuition, housing, and meal plan.
This increase is due to inflation in prices for the upkeep of
Southern’s current programs
and services.
According to Glenn Carter,
vice president of Enrollment
and associate vice president
of Student Finance, the largest
individual change came from
tuition which rose by $275, from
$10,550 to $10,825. In addition,
the general fee jumped from
$425 to $435, and each level
of meal plan had a $50 dollar
increase. Since various factors

I love that Southern has so much to
offer for students,
but if it’s going to
raise tuition significantly, they
should be thinking
about that effect
more than what
the new programs
would do
contribute to the costs of student housing, a $100 increase
can be seen from $2,220 to
$2,320 in rent.
“I think the simple answer to
why we increase prices and why
we increase tuition each year
is because students continue
to want programs and services
that we promise them when
they first enrolled.” said Carter.
See TUITION on page 3

Danielle Laurent opens the door to the Student Finance Office. Photo by
Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin.

Vespers’ time changes
to reignite Afterglow
Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
Southern’s Chaplain Office
shifted Friday night vespers
from 8:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in
order to support the new afterglow program.
In the past, afterglow has
been a “hit or miss,” according to Associate Chaplain Anna
Bennett. Located in the new
wing of Collegedale Church, the
new afterglow initiative aims to
provide a place of community,
learning and spiritual growth for
both students and faculty. Last
spring, the Spiritual Life Committee supported the Chaplain
Office’s desire to start a half an
hour earlier in order to provide
more time for afterglow.
Students have shared mixed
reactions about the vespers
new time.
It is “not too late [and] not too
early. It’s just right in the sweet
spot for me.” said Kristen Zinke,
general studies freshman.
On the other hand,
student café supervisor Estefania Sanchez does not like the
time change.
“I’m a supervisor on Friday
nights, and our shift goes from
5 p.m. until we finish. And usually we don’t finish until 7:15
p.m. so that only gives us 15

minutes [‘till vespers] to like run
back to the dorm, [and] change
and then run to the church.”
Sanchez and fellow cafeteria
student workers who do closing shifts on Fridays received a
deduction in the total number
of worship credits that they
need, but Sanchez expressed
that even though she appreciated the compromise she would
prefer to go to vespers.
Regardless of the opinions
on the time change, students
such as junior animation major
Rachel Ibarbia-Atkinson have
expressed excitement over the
new afterglows.
“Before, nobody really went
to afterglow, but last time
a lot of people did. And it
actually looked really cool,”
Atkinson said.
As the afterglow director for
Campus Ministries, theology
major Bryan Arvelo said, “It’s
pretty good if we go to vespers,
but I think it’s even better that
after vespers we get to continue
our conversation with Jesus.
And the point of vespers is to
encourage students and to provide them with an outlet to do
so. So, for all of those students
who are extremely busy during
the week and are longing to just
chill with God, afterglow is a
perfect place to go.”

Stephen Aris, Rodny Aquino, Skylar Davis, Joseph Hyde, MJ Drummond
sing in a circle during Afterglow.
Photo courtesy of Bryan Arvelo

SA reaches out to Andrews’
fire victims

Site of burned down apartment building that housed Southern students’ belongings near Andrews University
Photo courtesy of Jenica Barett

Joel Guerra
News Editor
Southern
Adventist
University’s Student Association
(SA) is helping raise funds for
three Southern students who
were victims of a residential fire last month about five
minutes away from Andrews
University’s campus.
This Wednesday, SA released
a student-produced video raising awareness and encourag-

It was like
shock...I was
kind of clinging
onto the hope it
that they would
stop it before
it hit my
apartment
ing students to support Jenica
Barrett, who lost her apartment
and belongings in the fire,
along with Sharlyn Rumambi
and Sakari Tallmadge, who
were using Barrett’s residence

to store personal items. The
video was posted on multiple
social media platforms with
captions that include links to
donate to those affected by
the fires.
The three students, though
currently at Andrews, are part
of Southern’s medical lab science program, which requires
students to complete their
last year of studies at Andrews
University. Despite finishing at
Andrews, they are still considered Southern students and
will graduate with a Southern
diploma.
According to Barrett, the fire
occurred on Aug. 24, the Saturday night before classes kicked
off for the semester. She says
the fire began around 9 p.m.
due to an unattended stove. At
the time, she was at her family’s home for the weekend. So,
she did not find out about the
fire until 10:57 p.m. when an
Andrews dean called to inform

her about an apartment building that had caught fire.
Barrett stated that when she
received the call, hope was the
only thing she had.
“It was like shock...I was
kind of clinging onto the hope

Student holds up burnt Duck Walk
shirt. Photo courtesy of
Sharlyn Rumambi
See FIRE on page 2

A balancing act:

The state of the university

Wright Hall. Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
As
enrollment
numbers
shift and funding changes, the
administration at Southern
Adventist University must play a
balancing act in the day-to-day
operations of the school as it
looks to the institution’s future.
Like last year, Southern will
again be operating at a financial deficit for the 2019-2020
academic calendar. During the
2018-19 school year, the school
fell about $700,000 short of its
projected income, and this year
it will likely hit about a $1.4 million difference.
These numbers are a reflection of steady drops in overall enrollment in the past few
years. In 2012, the school hit its
all-time peak with 3,319 under-

During the
2018-19 school
year, the school
fell about
$700,000 short
of it’s projected
income and this
year it will
likely hit about
a $1.4 million
difference.
graduate and graduate students. That number decreased
each school year until 2017
when it just got back over the
3,000 mark and then decreased
again in the last two years.
The 2019 fall enrollment currently sits at 2,834, 107 less

than that of 2018, according to
Southern’s Datatel Colleague
Student Information System
Online Fact Book.
Though general enrollment is
down, this year’s freshman class
of 512 is larger than last year’s
502, according to an email sent
to faculty from Southern President David Smith. The retention
rate rose by 5 percent, and the
figures are better than what the
school initially projected. As a
result, administrators decided
not to adjust the budget once
the school year began.
“It looks like we’re in a little better of a position than we thought
we were going to be,” said Doug
Frood, executive director of
See ACT on page 2
bud-
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NEWS

Fire Victims
continued from page 1

that they would stop it before
it hit my apartment...but as
time went on, I kind of realized
there’s probably not going to
be much left,” Barrett said. “My
brother and I [showed up] to
look at the damage...That hit
me pretty hard.”
Sharlyn Rumambi, who was
just storing personal belongings
at Barrett’s place, explained that
because she did not live at the
apartment, she did not find out
until around 11:00 p.m. when
she received a call from Barrett.
Rumambi explained that the
first night was the most overwhelming as she made a seemingly never-ending mental list
of items that she had lost in
the fire and stressed about how
she would recover everything,
along with the stress of school
starting that week.
As an international student,
Rumambi lost quite literally all
her belongings, but now that it
has settled in, she explains how
the loss has been more emotional than material.
“I kept like a lot of sentimental things throughout the years
because I don’t live in the States.
So I don’t really have anything
at home,” Rumambi said. “All
the pictures I’ve had throughout
the years of like different places
I’ve lived and like all those little
things…all my clothes and stuff,
yeah I can replace that, but I
can’t replace the pictures and
memories that I kept.”
Both Barrett and Rumambi
claim that the Andrews community has been very supportive in response to the event.
According to Barrett, Andrews
made sure that displaced victims had a place to stay for at
least a week while they figured
out new housing plans. Barrett

Tuition

also said that one former Southern professor offered a place to
stay while Rumambi added that
some professors and alumni got
together to help the students
repurchase their lost books.
When asked about Southern’s
efforts to raise funds, both Barrett and Rumambi expressed
thankfulness. Barrett said that
she was not expecting the news
to get to Southern since they
refrained from posting about it
on social media.
“I really didn’t expect Southern to like reach out, but I’m
so glad they did because that
made me feel like I’m still a
Southern student and they still
care about me even though I’m
so far away,” Rumambi said.
SA President, Mark Galvez
is in charge of executing the
fundraising. He said that as
president, it is his duty to make
sure that all students, no matter how far, understand that SA
is there to do more than just
represent them.
“If anything happens to [anyone], they have an organization
that supports them, and that
is Student Association here on
campus,” Galvez said.

I kept like a lot of
sentimental things
throughout the years
because I don’t live in
the States so I don’t
really have anything
at home
SA will be selling the 2019
Student Association t-shirts
at the 423 Night Market on
Oct. 5 and all profits will be
donated towards the affected
Southern students.
Anyone who is interested in
donating to those affected can
find links to the donation pages
on the Student Association’s
social media.

continued from page 1

According to Carter, many
of
the
programs
Southern provides are becoming
more expensive to maintain
every year.
“We think about the counseling center, we think about the
Student Association, we think
about the intramurals program, we think about the worship services we have through
the Chaplain’s Office, we think
about the Writing Center, tutoring, the library, the housing,
we think about cleaning the

I think the
simple answer to
why we increase
prices and why
we increase
tuition each year
is because students continue to
want programs
and services
that we promise
them when they
first enrolled
facilities...Those
prices
are
all going up every year for
operating those programs,”
Carter said.
The current overall price for

an undergraduate student at
Southern is around $30,860
for a residence hall student
and $23,620 for a community
student. These numbers could
change depending on what
meal plan students choose, the
total price of their books and
their rent.
“We work really hard to keep
our price increases as absolutely minimal as we can to
make Southern as affordable as
possible. That is a commitment
the university has,” Carter said.
Students who were asked if
they knew there was an increase
in prices, said they had no idea.
They then went on to express
their thoughts.
“I love that Southern has so
much to offer for students, but
if it’s going to raise tuition significantly, they should be thinking about that effect more than
what the new programs would
do,” sophomore pastoral care
major Alexie Pinilla said.
“The raised cost definitely
sucks. Southern is already
expensive as it is. It’s by the
grace of God--and loans and a
lot of debt--that I’m still going
here,” Rochelle Juba, senior
nursing major said.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For any questions, comments,
and article submission
information email us at
accent@southern.edu
For all advertising inquiries, email
John Landis at
johnlandis@southern.edu

ACT

continued from page 1

3400
3300
3200
3100
3000
2900
2800
2009

2010

2011

2012

Graph Illustration by Kahelena Giltner

geting and financial analysis.
A nationwide trend
Director of Admissions Rick
Anderson said the downward
trend in enrollment isn’t just
something seen at Southern, but across higher education in general, as well as in
Adventist academies.
According to 2019 findings
by U.S. News & World Report,
a leader in college statistics,
there have been eight consecutive years of shrinking numbers
across the nation’s universities.
Anderson said he attributes
some of the downfall to the
2008 recession.
“We believe...it was really
impacting the families who were
starting college in the years
after [the recession],” he said.
“The families whose income
was affected, whose careers
were affected in the years after
2008,... had more difficulty in
choosing higher education.”
What does that mean for
current Southern students
Currently, according to Frood,
not much will change in the
day-to-day operations of the
school. He believes that drastically cutting back spending will
in the long run further damage
the institution.
“The challenge as the budget guy is trying to tell people,
‘Yes, I realize we have a deficit
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2009-2019 Fall Enrollment Numbers

budget but let’s not try to save
so much money at the expense
of the student experience and
quality,’” he said.
This philosophy of maintaining the culture that has already
been established on campus
also bleeds into the school’s
commitment to keeping up
buildings and other on-campus infrastructure. The school
also reaches out to donors and
alumni for major campaigns to
build new buildings, such as the
Beitz Center for Student Life,
and update old ones.
“The good news, even though
I’m sure students at times don’t
feel it, (is that) we’ve not gotten carried away,” Frood said.
“We could probably balance
this budget easily if we wanted
to cut back on maintenance.
We’ve chosen not to do that.
We’ve chosen to say we think it’s
important that we maintain the
campus as best we can...We’re
not going to back so far off
that we get a balanced budget,
but we get a campus we aren’t
happy about in five years.”
Southern has had many years
of excess revenue, Frood said.
Therefore, while it is not ideal,
running a deficit for a short
amount of time will be okay as
long as work is done to increase
enrollment, drawing funds to
the university, he explained

“From a student perspective,
we are going to be challenged
to make sure that we are making the right investments to
make sure you have a great
year, while noting that by doing
that we may lose a million and
four, which may burn a million
or so in cash,” he said. “But like
I’ve said, we’ve had some great
years. We can afford to burn a
million dollars in cash. We’re not
going to go broke.”
What does that mean for
the future
In terms of admissions,
the department is working to
improve its communication with
prospective students as well as
reach out more effectively to
those outside of the Adventist
academy systems that may look
at Southern as an option.
The school is hoping to bring
in an average of around 530
students per incoming freshman class to slowly regain
numbers despite graduation
and students that don’t stay
at Southern.
Even though general enrollment is down, this year’s freshman class of 512 is larger than
last year’s 502 and the retention rate rose by 5% according to an email sent to faculty
from
Southern’s
president
David Smith.

423 Night Market date is moved up
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
The second annual 423
Night Market is scheduled to
take place on Oct. 5, during
the fall semester rather than
winter semester like last year.
The changes come due to the
packed school event calendar for the months of March
and April.
423 Night Market, an event
initiated by former Student
Association
(SA)
president
Rhidge Garcia so students can
showcase their talents and sell
products or services. Due to its
success, current SA president
Mark Galvez decided to do it
again. However, the date had to
be moved to earlier in the year.

423 Night
Market is the
essence of why
the Student
Association
exists: to give a
platform to
our students
“March and April are the
months of the biggest events
on campus,” Galvez said. “So,
there was no space for a new
event because I won in late, late
February. So, by then the calen-
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dar was already full.”
“So, either 423 Night Market
started on the fifth [of October]
or it didn’t happen at all this
year,” he said.
Some of the events scheduled for March and April include
Asian Night, the Gym Masters
home show and SonRise,one of
which are hosted by SA.
Moving the event to the fall
semester has made it difficult
to find participants to sign up.
Last 423 Night Market had 58
booths. This year, as of Sept. 17,
only 40 booths have registered.
“The early date for this event
was honestly a bit stressful
at first,” Darcie Denton, fine
arts junior who will be selling
painted shirts and records,
said. “I would probably have
preferred to be informed of the
date a bit earlier.”
Despite the challenge, one
of Galvez’s goals is to get
more students, faculty and
staff involved.
“I’ve been emailing every vendor from last year up, urging
them to sign up, urging most
people that come by [the SA
office] to sign up,” Galvez said.
Students and campus personnel who sign up are given $50
each to buy the materials, ingredients and decorations needed
for their booths. Galvez is also
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working to market the event
so that Collegedale community
members are aware of it.
“I think this event is important for students because it gets
them on the map, and it helps
them make some extra cash,”
psychology junior Chloe Bastajian said. Bastajian will be
selling homemade body and
face scrubs.
Some of the products and services that will be available at the
423 Night Market include international food, drinks, painted
shirts, eyebrow threading, stickers and clothing.
“423 Night Market is the
essence of why the Student
Association exists: to give a
platform to our students,”
Galvez said.
The deadline to sign up is
Sept. 24. To find out more visit
@sa_southern on Instagram or
stop by the SA office.
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New professor brings experience from
teaching prison inmates
You can tell she’s been around people from all walks
of life,” said Julianna Alamo, who is enrolled in Gomez’s
English-101. “She encourages us to broaden
our perspective.

Professor Amanda Gomez poses for a photo. Photo by Hannah Moyer

Southern encounters
community service
Xander Ordinola
Lead Reporter
From Sept. 9 to Sept. 12, dozens of nonprofits occupied the
student center at lunchtime
in an attempt to find students
for internships, jobs or service
learning credit. Despite the
project occurring for the first
time, it will become an annual
event.
Behind the scenes,
Christian Service Director Jennifer Carter worked to bridge the
gap between experience-seeking students and real-world
companies through this weeklong event. One of her core
beliefs is that volunteer service, combined with superior
academics, can be utilized to
impress potential employers.
“I want our students to know
that it is not just random opportunities,” Carter said. “When
you partner up with a nonprofit,
and you do something longterm, you’re getting a real life
experience with someone who
can open doors for you.”
The expo featured various

nonprofits ranging from nursing homes to soccer teams to
elementary schools. According
to Carter, if there is a specific
field or area a student is interested in, there is most likely a
nonprofit in the desired field
who is searching for a student
to fill a position.
“Community service is touching someone’s life,” freshman
Miranda Delgado said. “Some
people have so little and are
suffering, [but] we are able to
make a difference in those people’s lives.”
In addition to the nonprofits,
Southern hosted former Miss
Tennessee Christine Williamson
who spoke at Thursday’s convocation about her experience
with service. Her presentation
emphasized the importance of
service.
“Each and every one of us can
serve in the ways we see fit,”
Williamson said. “I think that’s
really important when you’re
choosing something to be
involved with: showing people
why you care.”

Neikunda Mairu speaks to service organization representative.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Megan Yoshioka
Staff Writer
New
English
professor
Amanda Gomez brings a new
perspective to Southern Adventist University after serving as
a writing instructor to people
in prisons. She volunteered
for Humanities Behind Bars, a
prison abolitionist program that
provides a learning environment for inmates.
During her time as a volunteer teacher, Gomez taught
broad-stroke creative writing
and expository writing.
She found that writing often
served people in prison in a
unique way. “[It is] an outlet for
their voice, which has kind of
been silenced,” Gomez said.
She noticed that her students
especially took a liking to rhetorical analysis, which is an
analysis of the strategies and
tools an author uses to portray
a message.
“Rhetorical analyses help
us uncover and investigate
language and the underlying

assumptions, values, and ideologies we are operating with
in critical moments of time,”
Gomez said. “It is a way of dissecting language and [recognizing] how language is a form of
power itself. It’s a tool that can
be helpful, or a tool that can be
weaponized. I think when [the
students] saw it in that aspect, it
was kind of empowering.”
Gomez recognizes from her
experience that learning can
happen anywhere. She said
knowledge is often thought
about coming from top to bottom, where people in power
have knowledge that they
share with those beneath them.
However, she said that knowledge can also come from the
bottom up.
“Education and knowledge
production can happen anywhere,” she said.
English Department Chair
Keely Tary said she believes
Gomez “has a real understanding of how writing can be a way
for people to think, to communicate, and to heal.”

Tary said the same writing
principles that Gomez taught
to different groups of people
can also be used in the classroom where she will teach many
college students going on to
different professions.
Although Gomez has only
taught for three weeks at
Souther, her students recognize a difference in her teaching approach compared to
other professors.
“You can tell she’s been
around people from all walks
of life,” said Julianna Alamo,
sophomore Allied Health major.
“She encourages us to broaden
our perspective.”
“She gives opportunities for
all people to speak, even if she
doesn’t agree with [their opinion],” said Tiffany Ahn, freshman nursing major.
“Any time someone has a reallife experience, I think it gives
more ethos to their teaching,”
Tary said. “It gives [Gomez]
more credibility and a broader
experience that she can share
with her students.”

Merge connects with the University Church
Nicole Dominguez
Lead Reporter
The worship options for
Southern students just got
a little bit wider as Merge
has been added to the list of
places where students can
spend their Sabbath in worship
and fellowship.
This vibrant worship experience is not a new venture,
but has been part of the campus for two years. However,
this year the student-run service is being acknowledged as
an additional service offered
by the Collegedale Church of
Seventh-day Adventists.
The student-led worship
experience is what draws the
interest and attendance according to Michaela Lewin, Merge
worship participant.
“It makes us want to go to
Merge and gives us something
to be apart of because not
everyone is going to fit into Student Missions or even the University Church,” Lewin said. “It
provides an extra place where
their niche is.”
For Merge to be considered
an individual service and a
part of the campus church is a
major step for the student congregation; According to Lewin,
it is a step that validates their
leadership and investment in
their faith.
Merge
worship
provides
many opportunities for spiritual
growth as attendance continues
to climb with the congregation
beginning at 30 to now almost

Merge Praise sings during worship service. Video still by Skylar Davis

300 people. Having the service
officially recognized means that
the students also have a place to
pay regular tithe and the opportunity to expand their reach
on campus.
Merge service also holds

Having the service officially
recognized means
that the students
also have a place
to pay regular
tithe and the
opportunity to
expand their
reach on campus
many opportunities for theology students. Reginald Horton,
adjunct professor in the School
of Religion, was hired at the official Collegiate and Merge pastor by the Collegedale Church,
but Horton is more than willing
to share the pulpit. He actively
encourages the students to take
over, which provides theology

students a chance to practice
their preaching in an environment shared with their peers.
“If Merge was a stand-alone
church, theology majors would
be able to extern through
the School of Religion, allowing [them] to become more
diverse in [their] church knowledge.” Bryan Arvelo, theology
junior, said.
Southern students like Lyndie Bredy shared that the draw
to Merge is because it is a worship service like no other, which
creates a space where students
are given a chance to invest and
thrive within an environment
made by them and for them.
“For Merge to be a stand
alone church just proves how
great God is,” Bredy said. “We
are so grateful to be able
to take Merge to the next
level, and take advantage of
every opportunity.”

MASTER’S DEGREE IN
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Learn the Technology that Shapes the Future

Southern’s Master of Computer
Science degree puts you on the
road to a successful career in a
cutting-edge field.
A built-in advantage
Recent graduates with a bachelor’s degree
gain the equivalent of five years of work
experience—time relativity at its finest.
Positive outcomes
Position yourself for job growth and
enhancement and straight-forward
access to administrative roles.

Areas of study
• Software architecture, engineering
and development
• Network security
• Distributed systems – cloud computing
• Embedded systems – small electronics
in all new technology
• Algorithms
With careful planning, you can complete a
bachelor’s degree AND a master’s degree
in five years!

Financial rewards
Graduates can expect to earn up to an
additional $12,000 to $20,000 annual salary.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Jeremiah Samuel, Christine Magnuson and Sara Scarpino spend time outside of the Student Center. Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Raffaele Dimenza practices his guitar on KR’s patio. Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Matt Dizon poses for a photo on the promenade. Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Bailey Krall poses for a photo. Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Arielle Belgrave and Maria Jose Moran take a break between classes.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Angie Elizondo, Jasmine Ramirez, Danielle Laurent smile while walking to class.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin
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SPORTS
The Antonio Brown
carousel

NFL week 1 roundup:

Lamar Jackson IS more
than a “running back”
Noah Collins
Contributor

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
Whether it was planned from
the start or just dumb luck, one
thing is certain: Antonio Brown
is in a better place as a Patriot
with Tom Brady as his quarterback.
It may have been ugly, but
Brown got what he wanted.
Sadly, this is a bad look for the
NFL. It shows that if players
are disrespectful to the coaching staff, and even the general
manager (GM), they can get
what they want instead of being
disciplined. Sure, Brown is losing out on some money from
the ordeal but has set himself
up for a successful season in
New England.
When you sign Antonio
Brown, you should know what
to expect: a very talented wide
receiver (WR) with a toxic attitude. Most teams must ask
themselves if it is even worth
it to have a top-five WR in the
league, but then have to deal
with him in the locker room,
because one bad apple in the
locker room can affect the
whole team. In football, it takes
all 11 guys to win. Each position
is very important to helping the
others. If just one player messes
up, the whole play can fall apart.
That’s why when drafting, trading, or signing a free agent, it is
very important for GMs to take
into account the player’s attitude and personality.
The Raiders should have
expected something to happen knowing how Brown has
acted in the past. From the
moment Brown got to Oakland,
he started complaining about
everything from his helmet to

his cryotherapy frozen feet. He
made it known quickly that he
was not happy there and would
make everyone else miserable
with him.
After an intense, disrespectful and unprofessional meeting
with GM Mike Mayock, it was
clear that he needed to go. And
who was there, just waiting for
it all to go down to snatch him
right up? The 2019 Super Bowl
champs, the New England Patriots.
However, continuing his trend
of off-field issues, sexual assault
charges were filed against him
right after he signed with New
England. He is currently not
under investigation nor subject
to league discipline, but that
may change in the near future
and subsequently bring problems to the team.
If anyone can handle the wild
personality of Antonio Brown,
it is New England’s head coach
Bill Belichick. As one of the most
respected minds in football,
Belichick is known for having a
tight grip on his players. Looking back, Belichick has always
seemed to have a plan, no matter what happens to his roster.
With Rob Gronkowski’s retirement, the Patriots lost some
firepower on offense. But with
Brown added to an already
great team, the future remains
bright for New England if Belichick and Tom Brady can keep
hold of the reins on Brown. It
will be an interesting year to
watch the Patriots. Expect high
scores and high tensions in Foxborough this season.

In a wild first two weeks of
NFL football, there were both
surprises and recurring patterns continuing from last
season. The Cowboys were
on point, and the Patriots and
Chiefs steam-rolled both their
opponents, in a similar fashion
to last year.
The biggest surprise of all
was the Baltimore Ravens who
in week 1 shredded the Miami
Dolphins at an astounding
score of 59-10. Ravens Quarterback Lamar Jackson shined
through the shade and showed
critics that he is capable of
more than just running the
football. Jackson completed
17 of 20 passes for 324 yards
and 5 touchdowns despite only
playing three quarters. Jackson also became the youngest
player in NFL history to achieve
a perfect passer rating, finishing with a 158.3 quarterback
rating.
Some Dolphins players were
so upset at their blowout that
they contacted their agents

requesting a trade. Jackson followed that up with 272 yards
and two passing touchdowns
and 120 rush yards. The Dolphins followed that up with a
43-0 loss at the hands of the
Patriots. Minkah Fitzpatrick
was the first domino to fall by
being traded to the Pittsburgh
Steelers.
As for the Cleveland
Browns, expectations were
high after an offseason including the acquisition of Odell
Beckham Jr., the supposed
improvement of quarterback
Baker Mayfield and running
back Nick Chubb. However,
the Browns did not live up to
the hype, losing to the Tennessee Titans 43-13. It was a close
game for the first half, but then
it was all downhill from there.
Mayfield threw three interceptions in the fourth quarter, and
the team as a whole committed 18 penalties. The following week, Cleveland redeemed
their failures as they trounced
the New York Jets, who were

playing without quarterback
Sam Darnold who earlier contracted mono. Although Mayfield performed poorly in week
1, his confidence remained
high.
“I know what we’re gonna
do, how we’re gonna bounce
back.” Mayfield stated in his
post-game interview before
defeating the Jets 23-3 in week
2.
Some surprises have come
early on this season. The Bills,
Packers, Cowboys, Seahawks,
Ravens, 49ers, Patriots, Chiefs
and Rams are all 2-0. The Panthers, Steelers and Jets, all of
whom many thought might
contend for a playoff spot,
have laid low an 0-2 start. Eli
Manning has lost his job as
a starter with rookie Daniel
Jones is taking over the Giants
offense. The Ravens look like a
Super Bowl contender and the
Saints, among other teams,
just haven’t quite measured
up.

This week in intramurals
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
Southern’s softball intramurals are coming to a close, the
final regular season games
being held Sept. 25. Most
teams have played five or six
games.
Ladies A League is led by
sophomore nursing major
Autumn White’s The Lucky 13,
with a perfect 4-0 as of Tuesday
night. They are closely followed
by associate professor in the
School of Nursing, Kerry Allen’s
Southern Breeze at 6-1.
As of Tuesday night, Bloop

Singles, captained by senior
Brady Tull, leads the league
with a 5-0 record. Original
Glazed is 3-0-1, captained by
senior Ashton Crone is in second place.
Finally, The Bomb Squad continue to dominate the Men’s
B League with a 5-1 record
despite captain Kyler Stock

injuring his ankle during the
first week of the season. In
contrast, Bunters Only led by
Seth Bermudez have lost three
in a row.
In addition to softball, futsal
intramurals began this week.
There are seven mens A-league
teams, eight mens B-league
teams and four ladies teams.

Arceo Primero of Bunters Only takes a swing in a loss against
Rich Athletes. Photo by Estefania Sanchez

15% of your purchase supports a SAU scholarship!

A student swings in a softball game Monday Sept. 16.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez
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OPINION
Social media: A culprit
or victim?
Esther Manu
Opinion Editor
Often times, we paint a pic- hurtful without realizing it, or
ture that makes social media we neglect to give them comlook like the enemy. On Ins- pliments because we assume
tagram, men and women are they already know that they are
devastated when they are body loved. However, that is not necshamed--and they are right to essarily true.
feel that way. No one deserves
People need to feel validated
to be treated like that, whether from time to time. In this case,
on social media or in real life.
an easy way to help solve the
However, rather than target- issue of social media being mising social media, we should used would be to uplift those
target those companies that around you more often. If peoadvertise unrealistic body stan- ple become confident in themdards. If people weren’t so selves, they won’t be as vulnerconditioned to thinking that a able to the negative comments
specific body type was ideal, of strangers behind a digital
would there even be an issue if screen.
someone didn’t
If used properly,
have that spe- IF SOCIAL MEDIA social media can
cific body type? WERE REMOVED, be a very powerMost likely not! WOULD IT TRULY ful tool. You could
In addition,
meet so many peoSTOP THE
if social media
PROBLEM OF ple who can have
were removed,
TEENS FEELING a positive impact
would it truly
in your life. You
DEVALUED?
stop the probcould learn about
lem of teens feeling devalued? countless other cultures while
If people are just naturally staying in one place. You could
judgemental about others, they learn new recipes and new ways
wouldn’t need social media to to use the common objects
be their outlet. Social media around you. Most importantly,
simply makes it easier for those through social media you can
people to share their negative keep up with loved ones who
views.
are far away.
To find a way to make social
In short, social media
media a safe place, we need to shouldn’t be heavily regulated
look deeper than the surface to solve the fact that people
and consider why people post abuse others through it. Doing
on social media. One reason so would just be a temporary
may be because the individual remedy for something that
is seeking validation because requires deeper research.
they do not feel appreciated
enough in the real world. And
why would they feel this way?
Because those of us who love
them often say things that are

Why social media
should be regulated
Zipporah Murray
Contributor
Everyone knows that social
media has its pros and cons.
Businesses thrive because of it;
regular people like us can make
a living out of it; friends engage
in a ton of activities through
it. However, social media can
cause lost friendships and frail
mindsets. It can be highly addictive while messing with our
mental development. The list of
effects is so long that one can
even write a book from it without deep research.
Whenever someone speaks
about serious regulation, that
person receives the comeback:
“It’s constricting our freedom
of speech.” However, regulation
can happen in many ways. Chil-

dren, first and foremost, can be
regulated through more parental control (intervention). This
also helps prevent addiction
before it can spiral out of control. Since children are in their
early stages of development,
social media can influence them
in the worst ways, if not regulated. Young and older adults
should also regulate their use
of social media because, when
overusing it, they can lose emotional connection. I say this
from experience.
Some hide behind their
screens to taunt others with
hateful
words--words
they
might not even dare to say in
person. This messes with the

victim’s self-esteem, whether
they’re emotionally strong or
not. Others get caught up in
the “hype” so much so that they
lose focus on what should really
matter in life. No matter in what
form, regulation is extremely
helpful when it comes to the
vast world of social media.
As Christians, we face a countless number of temptations
through social media. It’s the
truth, even though sometimes
we just want to have “fun” and
stop being so serious. But the
more one thinks about it, the
more real it gets. Balance is key
to helping us stay focused on
reality.

RELIGION

Seven
christian
podcasts
for your
library
María José Morán
Religion Editor

Disruptive Adventism
Targeted to a younger audience, this
podcast presents ideas that challenge
the traditional Adventist beliefs. Its
modern point of view helps us to think
deeper about our doctrines while we
analyze the biblical foundations of our
belief system.

Why They Did That
This podcast takes biblical characters and explains how their choices
and actions can be applied in our
everyday lives.

Ryan Becker talks about current and
controversial topics from a Chrsitian
perspective. He addresses current
events from inside and outside the
church and how Christians should
understand and act when faced with
them.

Absurdity

This podcast publishes sermons from
the Jesus Culture Sacramento Church.
The sermons mainly focus on how to
practically be a Jesus lover and a Jesus
follower.

Jesus Culture
Sacramento

The Messenger
Podcast
Members of the Messenger
International ministry touch on
empowering topics and teachings. Their conversations help
audiences identify and pursue
God’s purpose for their lives.

Havilah Cunnington
As one of the lead pastors for Bethel
Church, Cunnington leads a ministry
targeting women. Cunnington enjoys
talking about practical ways to implement Jesus’ message in our lives and
general lifestyle advice.

The Beveres are a married
couple who enjoy talking to their
audience about a variety of topics
like sexuality, overcoming sin,
discipleship, and more.

Conversations
with John and
Lisa Bevere
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LIFESTYLE
Ways to stay organized without losing my mind
Michaela Lewin
Contributor
One day last semester, I came home after a really long day
wanting nothing more than to just take a nap on my bed. I
threw myself down on what should have been my sheets,
but the comfort of my mattress was blocked by the clothes
I washed and dried on Sunday; it was now Thursday. I sat up
and looked around and realized my room was a wreck! Books?
Everywhere. Papers? Everywhere. And when my room is a
mess, you know what else is a mess? My life! I swear they’ve
got to be connected. This year, I said NO MORE. So here are

3

Create a routine that you can manage.
Over the summer, I had a major event in my life that shook me.
It took my control away in a “I need to relax” kind of way. I felt
like I was losing myself. So, I decided I was going to create my
own pattern; my own normal. Every morning, even now, I start
with devotion and practice praying with positivity. That could
be a whole article on its own. I stretch, eat, shower, and put
on the clothes I chose the night before. At night, I try to have

which is when I try to be in bed. These times have been a little
my eight hours of sleep or else I’m mean and miserable and no
one wants to experience mean, miserable Michaela.

1

4

Plan your outfits the night before.
morning and choosing my clothes the night before has allowed
me to do that. Honestly, this is probably the easiest tip on here
to give you the feeling of organization. And if you’re someone
like me who wakes up the next morning and decides they don’t
want to wear what they chose, it would be a good idea to pick

2

Get a planner.
Okay, hear me out. As college students, we’re constantly bombarded with due dates, tests and quizzes,
work meetings, social engagements, breathing, etc.,
and it can get so overwhelming. While planners may
not be everyone’s cup of tea, it’s good to have a visual
aid of how busy your day or week is going to be, when
all your assignments are due, when your next counselling appointment is, or when your next workout will be.
They don’t even have to be expensive or name brand.
the lowest, or if you’re really artsy you can get a bullet
journal. Pinterest even has printable daily and weekly

Invest in a whiteboard.
The whiteboard is man’s gift to students. There
seen whiteboards used as a way to memorize
notes, as a big to-do list or, in my case, as a
schedule reminder. I have mine mounted on my
wall right next to my desk with my class schedule, work schedule, gym schedule, etc. And for
an extra set of comfort, the colors on the board
correlate with the colors in my planner. That last
step is optional.

5

“Hey Siri, remind me.”
Do you ever say yes to so many things that when the time comes around
want to clean and get ready for the new week but you have no idea what
needs to be done or where to start? That’s where Siri comes in. Just by
saying, “Hey Siri, remind me…,” you’re able to create shopping lists, to-do
lists and little reminders so you never forget to cancel that Hulu/Amazon,
Prime/Chegg subscription ever again. And for those who may not have
Siri capabilities, there’s always good old-fashioned paper and pen, which
is my personal preference.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For chance to be featured use #saulife
or tag @southern.edu on your posts!

Twitter
Bradley Hutchinson @be_rad_ly #Jr

#SAUlife
Abigail Soto

Daniel Oh

#Family Systems Psychology
Nothing says college like going to Taco Bell after only having done
laundry and looking at your syllabi for the day

Daniel Hasel @dani_hasel #Jr
#Film Production & Spanish International Studies
I know it’s been said already but I just needed to repeat this: People in TN don’t know how to drive

Joel Guerra @j8guerra #So #PR
Girl just came up to me on the promenade and said “hey!! I haven’t
seen you in so long, I feel like you’re gonna forget my name soon”
....and imma be honest y’all...I could NOT remember her name
dannyversace SAU Golden Hour

Candace Gettys @clg0099 #Jr #PTA

abi.so.to “NO PARKING”

Carissa Nicole Gibbs

Bryan Arvelo

how could i have hoped to come to walmart...in collegedale...on a
friday...and ot see EVRYONE i know

Morgan Nash @ansleyytraviss #Jr #Psychology
Today is the launch of my new twitter series called “plz pray”:
It’s only Monday and I already have a new pimple. plz pray

Abby Hansen @ahbeegaEEL #Jr #History & Spanish
the vending machine in this building doesn’t work, so i’m taking it
as a sign that the lord wants me to be healthy and walk to the next
clostest snack provider
bryanarvelo

Kevin forgot to hide last week
but he is back now looking for
a friend to go shopping with.
Find him in this issue to win a

Melanie Ramirez

carissangibbs *gets distracted by mexican
pizza*

Joel Negrillo

$10 Forever 21
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!
melannieeee_ Did you really go to the farmers
market if you didn’t buy flowers and take a pic in
front of a brick wall?

joelja_boy Don’t mind this pic it’s for my viewing
pleasure later
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HUMOR
Weird but real jobs
Rachel Beaver
Humor Editor

Cash out from impatient
people who don’t want
to stand in line, but really
want that Black Friday
deal.

Want to snuggle with a
stranger and get paid?
Here’s a job for you. You
might have to listen to a
lot of emotional burdens
though, so you might
want to take a listening
class first.

Netflix actually hires
individuals to watch movies
and shows before they go
out, to review the content
and tag the genre.

Professional
Line-standers

Professional
Cuddlers

Full-time
Netflix Watcher

In order to test the quality of deodorant and body
sprays, someone actually
has to stand there and sniff
the armpit of someone
wearing the product.

Yes, some people are
actually paid to attend
a funeral for a stranger
and weep loudly.

Professional
Mourner

The name says it all. But
at least you don’t have
to swallow it.

Dog Food
Taster

Odor Judge

CHATTER
Today 19
61-85

Convocation: Constitution Day
11 a.m., Kristin du Mez, Iles P.E. Center
Student Organization President’s
Orientation: 5:30 p.m.,
Presidential Banquet Room

Saturday 21
61-89

Adoration: 9 a.m., Church
Merge: 11:30 a.m., Lynnwood Hall
Renewal: 11:45 a.m., Church
Connect: 11:45 a.m., Collegedale Academy
Evensong: 7:30 p.m., Church, Joshua Knight
French Sabbath School: 10:15 a.m.,
Miller Hall #201
The Experience: Sabbath School & Breakfast:
10:30-11:30 a.m., Church Fellowship Hall
Supper, KR’s Place 6-8 p.m.
Student Center Open 6-8 p.m.
Gospel Concert-hosted by Merge Worship:
7:30 p.m., Church. Note: No enrichment credit.
SA Inflate the Fun: 9 p.m., Track behind Iles
PE Center

Monday 23
66-92

Student Missions Emphasis Week

Wednesday 25
65-92

Friday 20
59-85

Flagball Sign-up begins
Sign-up for Free Walmart Trips:
8:00-12:30 p.m., Wright Hall Front Desk
Free Walmart Trips: Every ½ hour 1:00-2:30 p.m.,
Wright Hall Steps
OEC Island Camping: 1p.m.,
OutdoormEducation Center
International Student Event: 2-6 p.m.,
Wright Hall Steps
School of Business Student Dedication, 6:00
p.m., Lynn Wood Chapel
Vespers: Josh Wilson, 7:30 p.m., Goliath Wall
Sunset: 7:39 p.m.

Sunday 22
Student Center
& KR’s Open: 4-10 p.m.
The Kayak Open: 5-9 p.m.

64-90

Tuesday 24
Student Missions Emphasis Week
Student Organizations Adviser’s
Meeting: 12 p.m., Presidential
Banquet Room

Flagball Captain’s Meeting: 5 p.m.
SA Senate: 7:30 p.m., White Oak Room

SA Announcements
SA Inflate the Fun: SA officers and The Duck Squad
would like to invite you to this Saturday night event
called “Inflate the Fun.” The party will feature many
inflatables, a dunk tank (that is worth coming out to
watch to see who will participate), and free food. If you
don’t want to participate, there will be plenty of things
to watch. The event starts at 9p and runs until 11 p.m.
and will be held around the track behind Hulsey Wellness
Center.
423 Night Market: Planning on having a table at the
423 Night Market where you can make some money? If
so, know the deadline to sign up is on Tuesday, September 24. Contact Mark Galvez mgalvez@southern.edu for
more details or check out the SA Instagram account.

66-93

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY

Branyely Vega

Sheryl Kambuni

Sheryl Barreto

Emmanuel Venegas

Hayden Rigsby

Sierra Blanchard

William Weimer

Mariddy Sanchez

Jennifer Castellon

Dominique Williams

Morgan Stevenson

Bailey Click

Sunday | 22

Josue Vega

Bradley Culpepper

Timothy Ashley

Tuesday | 24

Myles Dean

Cody Campoli

Brendan Gay

Nick Gonzaga

Katherine Chavez

Kensley Mace

Amanda Kalumbang

Estefany Fernandez

Ruth Perez

Allen Sangar

Lexi Gillard

Avner Shryer

Jenn Walker

Matthew Hallam

Katelynn Webster

Adhey Waworuntu

Mariaelena Hays

Wednesday | 25

Amariah White

Tessa Hildebrand

Garrett Barnes

Friday | 20

Brittany Howard

Elisabet Espinoza

Amber Lee

Patrick McGraw

Jueun Kang

Amanda McCraw

Daly Montenegro

Ashly Miller

Calle Turk

Matti Sue Nafie

Jenica Nieto

Saturday | 21

Zachariah Reich

Andrew Retz

Dalton Collins

Brett Seasly

Nicole Robertson

Cindy Jumuad

Gabrielle Williams

Wonderful Tinungki

Judy Ornelas

Benya Wilson

Josh Tumundo

Deepa Philipose

Monday | 23

Katie Zoch

Lis Rosales

Sarah Guadarrama

Sports | 5

Opinion | 6

Religion | 6

Lifestyle | 7

Intermurals:
This week’s recap

Should we eat out
on the Sabbath?

My Testimony:
Delaney Fox

Student Spotlight:
Southern’s Firewomen
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Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
Numbers released by Southern’s Title IX office show that
they had opened 20 cases based
on reports of sexual misconduct
for the year of 2018. The number increased from previous
years where Southern was averaging about 15-16 cases.

Before Southern
started offering
Title IX training to
students in 2015,
there was only an
average of four
cases reported
per year
Out of the 20 cases, there were
four reports of assault/aggravated assault, two of domestic
violence, three of inappropriate touching/comments, two of
rape, seven of stalking/harassment, one of threat and one of
unwanted contact.
Before
Southern
started
offering Title IX training to students in 2015, there was only an
average of four cases reported
per year, according to Title IX

Coordinator and Risk Management Director Andrew Myaing.
The Title IX Office has not
released the number of reports
for 2019, but Myaing says
the results will most likely be
similar to 2018.
National Statistics
According to Courtney Bullard, an attorney who specializes
in Title IX compliance and provides Southern with legal advice
regarding sexual misconduct
matters, the increase in numbers is part of a national trend.
“I would say, in general,
reports of incidents of sexual
misconduct at universities has
increased,” Bullard said. “I don’t
know that that means that
there’s been more sexual misconduct than before, but I think
awareness is increased due to
news coverage of it and additional training that universities
are now putting on.”
A recent survey conducted
by the National Criminal Justice Reference Service (NCJRS)
found that “11.7 (percent) of
students reported experiencing
some form of nonconsensual
sexual contact.” In addition, one

in five female students “experienced attempted or completed
sexual assault while in college.”
Additional research reported

Nationwide, one
in five female
students “experienced attempted
or completed sexual assault while
in college.”
by the Rape Abuse and Incest
National
Network
(RAINN)
found that 4.2 percent of college students had experienced
some form of stalking.
Earlier this month, an anonymously
authored
Twitter
account under the handle @
OUmetoo1 shared accusations
of sexual misconduct relating to
Oakwood University. The accusations were sent in by students
and alumni who claimed the
Alabama-based university was
not properly handling reports
of sexual assault. The account

Southern students take
part in global strike

has since been deleted, but the
hashtag #OUmetoo can still
be found.
On Sept. 6, Oakwood University President Leslie Pollard
issued a statement stating that
the university was evaluating its current campus safety,
security measures and support
services. On Sept. 22, the university also held a workshop on
how bystanders can intervene
and report cases of sexual misconduct. Oakwood also started
offering R.A.D. Self Defense
Classes for Women.
What is Title IX
Title IX is a federal civil rights
law passed in June of 1972 that
prohibits discrimination on the
basis of sex, including sexual
misconduct, in any educational
program or activity.
In 2011, the U.S. Department
of Education’s Office for Civil
Rights (OCR) issued a “Dear Colleague” letter that reminded
schools of their obligations to
prevent and take action against
sexual misconduct or violence.
As a recipient of federal funding, Southern is required to
comply with the Department

of Education and follow the
Title IX program.
Southern’s Progress
Southern cases of sexual
misconduct are reported to
Myaing. Cases are then referred
to one of two deputy coordinators--one who handles student-only related cases, and the
other who handle cases involving employees. Depending on
the information and the level of
severity, the cases are then sent
to an investigator who finally
directs them to a panel. The
hearing panel then adjudicates
the cases and determines the

Of students
reported experiencing some form
of nonconsensual
sexual contact.
conclusions and consequences,
if warranted, of the case.
See MISCONDUCT on page 3

Diversity at Southern

L-R Jeremy Salkey, Yulissa Lara and Julie Pereira laugh in class.
Photo courtesy of Marketing & University Relations

Maria Jose Moran
Religion Editor

L-R Giselle Valasquez, Allison Carbaugh, Kimberly Kenny-Maclure, Daniel Hasel, and Christina Coston.
Photo courtesy of Daniel Hasel

Nicole Dominguez
Lead Reporter
On Sept. 20, Chattanooga
joined the world by taking part
in a local Global Climate Strike.
Among the dozens of protesters
who attended the event was a
group of Southern students.
The purpose of the event was
to protest against the destruction of the planet by fossil fuels.
According to the event website,
about six million students from
150 countries around the world
came together to address the
issue of excess carbon emis-

sions and the abuse of fossil
fuels on the environment.
These strikes are the brainchild of 16-year-old environmental activist Greta Thunberg
in an effort to bring awareness of the effects of climate
change. The strike was strategically timed to occur three days
before the UN Climate Change
Summit in New York City.
Southern students, such as
China Mae Brisco, junior English
major, said that climate change
is a reality that should not be
ignored.
“Students at Southern cannot

be ignorant of climate change
because it is happening now,”
Brisco said. “From all corners
of the world there is evidence
that human destruction is happening. This campus needs to
be aware of changes going on
around them so they can rise
to action.”
Some Southern students have
expressed that they care about
the environment and the effects
of climate change. However,
because of the lack of awareness
about events, they are unable to
take part in events such as the
See STRIKE on page 3

According to the 2020 listings of the U.S. News and World
Report, Southern Adventist University is now the most diverse
school in the Southern region.
The Southern region includes
all universities from the twelve
different states between the
south of West Virginia and the
east of Arkansas.
The report is based on each
institution’s data from Fall 2018
and takes into consideration
major ethnic groups in the
We don’t have a single ethnic group on our
campus that represents
a majority, which will
make us more democratic and inclusive.
country. The report excludes
international students, but
includes people from “non-Hispanic African-American, Hispanic, American Indian, Pacific

Islander/Native
Hawaiian,
Asian,
non-Hispanic
white
and multiracial (two or more
races)” backgrounds.
“The significance [of this title]
is tied to the concept of inclusiveness,” said President David
Smith. “We don’t have a single ethnic group on our campus that represents a majority,
which will make us more democratic and inclusive.”
Along with faculty, students
have also expressed the importance of receiving the title.
“A lot of the time when you
think about the South, it can
discourage students because
you might feel like you don’t fit
in,” said Jasmine Ramirez, sophomore nursing major.
Others
expressed
that
while our campus is diverse,
Southern could do more to
represent everyone.
“I think it’s great that as an
Adventist school we show that
See DIVERSITY on page 2
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NEWS
Collegedale council
meeting addresses
concerns
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
The Collegedale City Council held a meeting on Monday,
Sept. 16, to address community
concerns about the local police
department in light of the firing
of three officers, the resignation of the assistant chief and
an ongoing investigation by the
Tennessee Bureau of Investigations due to an alleged illegal
quota system.
The meeting drew a crowd
that filled the usual courthouse and required a room
divider to be removed to fit all
in attendance.
Various members of the
community were given three
minutes each to express their
specific concerns and many
brought up personal ties to
the police department, their
love for Collegedale, and their
feelings on the media coverage of the allegations, as well
as a call to figure out exactly
what was going on with the
police department.

City Council meetings are
held every first and third Monday of the month at City Hall
located at 4910 Swinyar Dr, near
the Collegedale Commons.
Southern Adventist University’s location falls under the
jurisdiction of the Collegedale
police and is tied to the department since Campus Safety
works alongside the city’s officers as needed when larger
problems arise.
While some may wonder if
the decrease in officers at the
CPD may affect Southern, campus patrol officer Justin Coulter
said that things should go on
as usual.
“It shouldn’t [affect us],” he
said. “Obviously, it puts a strain
on their end, [but] as far as us,
it hasn’t been a problem, and it
shouldn’t be a problem as far
as response.”
Regardless of what happens
in the city government, Coulter
wants students to know that
Campus Safety will still work in
the best interest of students.
“We’re here for you guys,” he
said. “We want to help in any
way we can.”

Community members fill City Hall on Sept. 16.
Photo by Tierra Hayes

Strike

continued from page 1

strikes. Out of an Instagram poll
of Southern students who were
asked if they knew of the event,
76 percent said that they were
unaware of the strike, and 72
percent said they would go if
given the chance.
“...As equal members of the
creative order, we have responsibility for each other,” Emma
Winegardner,
a
Southern
English graduate said.
Southern students have taken
responsibility in different forms.
Darcie Denton, a junior fine arts
major and local artist, was contacted by RedBubble, an online
marketplace that
produces artist designs and
other work, to post about the
climate strike.
“It’s important to talk about
these kinds of things, and using
social media as a student is a

This is our community. We have to take care
of it. If we don’t take
care of it, then what
are we doing? said
Allison Carbaugh,
senior elementary
education major.
cool way to take notice of these
kinds of events,” Denton said.
Denton’s involvement was
another way to take part in the
strike. The digital #ClimateStrike
allows people to take to social

media in support, spreading the
banner of the strike on Instagram, Wordpress, Sharespace
and Shopify. Multiple Southern
students who were unable to
physically join the rallies took to
social media, posting their support by sharing photos taken at
the event.
The strike itself was a draw
for a collection of Southern
students, some of whom were
Southern’s newly formed Environmental Club. According to
member Giselle Velasquez,
junior education major, the
event proved to be the perfect
launching point for the club,
acting as a representative of
Southern and the community
at large.
According to the members,
the club was formed from the
belief that climate change
awareness is important.
“This is our community;
we have to take care of it. If
we don’t take care of it then
what are we doing?” said Allison
Carbaugh,
elementary
education major.
Kimberly Kenny-Maclure
said, “This is a stewardship
issue, taking care of the earth
was our first job in Eden. We
have to care.”
The event featured many
draws such as live music, an

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For any questions, comments,
and article submission
information email us at
accent@southern.edu
For all advertising inquiries, email
John Landis at
johnlandis@southern.edu

Southern cooks up tropical
tunes in their new steel pans

L-R Ifiok Edemidiong, Ben Kipps, Natalie Yoon. Photo by Brian Garcia.

Alexis LaVertue
Staff Writiers
There’s a new sound playing through the corridors of
Mabel Wood Hall this semester.
The process for approval took
two years. After two attempts
to get the request approved,
Southern Adventist University is
finally offering a one credit steel
band class.
The elective is taught by Richard Henson, a percussion professor at Southern. The class
is designed to give students
a chance to build on the traditional hymns and symphonies
often taught by the School
of Music, but with a slightly
different sound.
“In steel band, yes, there’s
lots of arrangements in modern
tunes,” Henson said. “But traditionally, coming from Trinidad,
there’s a lot of what we would
call island music where we’re
going to play socas and calypsos. If anyone has ever gone on
a cruise ever in their life, they’re
going to hear this.”
Originating in Trinidad, steel
bands first found their sound in
the 1930s. Players would make
music by rhythmically striking

The class is designed to give students a
chance to build on the traditional hymns
and symphonies often taught by School of
Music, but with a slightly different sound.
metal containers and kitchen
utensils with their hands or
sticks. Over time, as the players
improved, so did the pans, eventually creating the collection of
steel drums that are used today.
Henson has been teaching
at Southern for seven years
now. His passion for percussion started at a young age. He
recalls playing on his father’s
drum set, as well as participating in the school band. By
offering this class, he hopes to
allow a way for students who
also played percussion during
their younger years to experience the thrill of percussion at a
college level.
“We’ve got a wonderful
orchestra, we’ve got a wonderful wind symphony, and obviously some great vocal programs here,” Henson observed.
“What else can we do? I felt like
we were losing kids that were
in our region to competing universities because they have a
steel band.”
Moving forward into the

semester, the class attendance
currently stands at an average
of 10-12 students. However,
Henson mentions, ideally, he’d
like a roster of 16 or more. Students who take the class are not
required to have musical experience, although Henson recommends it would be helpful.
“The ones that come in with
experience, it’s okay. You understand how to read rhythm, you
understand note recognition,”
he said. “...For the ones who
have little to no experience, I
highly encourage to at least
sign up for a credit lesson
with me so we can cover those
basic things.”
Scheduled to play their
first concert at a fundraiser in
November, the class is excited
to have fun and show off
what they’ve learned, which is
what Henson desires for the
new elective.
“Ultimately, I just want it to be
a fun experience—a fun, musical experience!” said Henson.

Diversity
from page 1

L-R Allison Carbaugh, Kimberly Kenny-Maclure, Giselle Valasquez
amongst other propesters.
Photo by Nicole Dominguez

aerial dance apparatus and
speeches made by members of
the community and scientists
from Kenya sharing alternative
means for fossil fuel.

On Friday, Sept. 27 there will
be additional rallies occurring
in multiple locations across
Chattanooga.
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we can come together as one,
but we need to do more to represent the diversity on campus,”
said Luis Moreno, Student Association executive vice president.
The title has also caught
the attention of prospective
students like Amerein Sulton,
who currently attends Bass
Memorial Academy.
“I want to be able to understand other people’s culture...
just being around campus and
hearing about diversity is so
cool,” said Sulton who attended
Preview Southern. “It is incredible to me that people can coexist together and still respect
their own culture.”
According to Marketing and
University Relations, Southern
consists of nearly 2,500 undergraduate students. This population is divided into 42% White
(non-Hispanic), 26% Hispanic,
14% Asian, 10% African American or Black (non-Hispanic),
and 1% Other.
According
to
President
Smith, the university hopes to
continue to promote diversity
among its faculty and students
through the new diversity
director position.
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New Masters emphasis doubles religion
graduate program participants
Sarah Klingbell
Lead Reporter
Biblical Counseling, a new
emphasis in the Master of Ministry (M.Min.) degree program,
more than doubles Southern
Adventist University’s School
of Religion graduate program
compared to last April.
Currently, there are nine
students enrolled in the new
emphasis. This number alone
shows a strong contrast to
last April when the entire Religion graduate program consisted of only eight students.
This year, the emphasis alone
has more than doubled last
year’s entire Religion graduate program, which has
resulted in 36 master’s-level
scholars for the entire religion
graduate program.
The program was voted in by
Southern’s Graduate Council
during late November and early
December of 2018. According
to the course catalog found
on Southern’s website, “The
program is designed for those
who work in a church setting,
and for those who wish to
enhance their coaching and
counseling skills while gaining
a broad-based ministry and
theological background.”

Out the 36 required credits,
21 credits focus on identifying
counseling issues, referring
to licensed professionals and
creating an environment of
support --particularly in churchbased settings.
“There is obviously a desire
[and] a need for this [program]”
said Religion Graduate Program
Coordinator Alan Parker, “This
includes people who already
have a Master of Divinity but
they [have] decided to come
back and get their second
master’s because they have an
interest in it.”
However, it is important to
note that the program does not
provide licensure in Counseling.
Currently, Southern’s Counseling program, Master of Science
in Counseling, M.S. and Social
Work’s graduate program, Master of Social Work, M.S.W. with
an emphasis in mental health
are the only programs at Southern that provide the student
with a nationally recognized,
professional license (although
separate for each department).
“It’s great that our pastors
are getting this information…
However, it doesn’t take the
place of licensed, mental health
professionals working alongside our pastors…to be apart

Professor Alan Parker poses with his class. Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

of the service and healing to
our church [and] our church
members, working together
to destigmatize mental health
issues in our churches,” said
Dr. Kristie Wilder, dean of the
School of Social Work.
Director of Graduate Studies in Professional Counseling
from the School of Psychology Ileanna Freeman, stated a
similar claim.
“It is wonderful to see the
increased interest of pastors
and church leaders on this
issue. It will be important that
those of us who are Adventist
licensed, professional counselors and psychologists may join

forces with those obtaining
this degree, as we all focus on
serving others as Jesus did,”
Freeman said.
Pastor Mike Pettengill of
Chattanooga North River Seventh-day Adventist Church and
Brayton Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Graysville is currently
in the program.
“I’m very impressed so far.
I enjoyed the classes. And the
lectures are very beneficial,”
Pettengill said.
When asked about the goal
of the program, Parker said,
“Our goal is to create an environment in the local church
where we can be honest about

issues like addiction, abuse and
mental health. And [to] create
certain conversations and know
how to refer and respond spiritually to those situations.”
“So that’s what I want [this
program] to communicate: that
the church is a safe healing
place, Parker said. “And they
[the church] would not be afraid
of [working with] psychology
or social work counseling, but
that we see a role for pastors
and anyone who’s involved in a
church-based ministry to help
people who are hurting.”

Misconduct
continued from page 1

Though they are not required
to, both the alleged victim and
alleged perpetrator are given
the opportunity to present
their cases.
“The Title IX process has to
be fair and equal,” Myaing said.
“So, we give every opportunity
for the complainant and the
respondent to come forward.”
Alleged victims are also given
the opportunity to take their
cases to the police, who will
hold a separate investigation
from Southern’s.
If either party disagrees with
the results of an investigation,
then the individual can bring
his/her case through an appeal
process that will review the
interviews, evidence and the
decision reached.
“Unfortunately, [Title IX] is
a system where somebody is
always not going to be happy,”
Student Development Vice
President Dennis Negron said.
“What you want to do, you want
to make sure that at all times
your system is fair. That’s what
you’re looking at: to make sure
that this system is fair.”
According to Southern’s Title
IX Policy found on its website,
every complainant has the
right to be notified when the
school will conduct a full investi-

Additional
research reported by the Rape
Abuse and Incest
National Network
(RAINN) found
that 4.2 percent
of college students had experienced some form
of stalking.

gation, when the other party
will be notified of the outcome and if any party filed an
appeal process.
Individuals who believe that
the university ignored their civil
rights by violating federal law
can file an online complaint via
the OCR Complaint portal. The
Department of Education will
then launch an investigation
and review the case.
Southern’s Call
Title IX officers encourage
students to bring them their
cases and complaints.
“I think [social media] is efficient in letting people know that
there’s a problem…” Negron
said. “But, if there was a problem on this campus, you know,
rather than just complaining

15% of your purchase supports a SAU scholarship!
about it in general, I think it
would be more effective to
come talk to me or to Andrew
Myaing or to the president.”
Myaing encourages bystanders to come forward with
any concerns or information
regarding sexual misconduct.
He also encourages students to
trust their professors or other
staff members as they have

been trained on how to report
the cases.
“I want our students to be
comfortable with our process
and also to have confidence
in our process,” Myaing said.
“We try to adjudicate cases
as fairly as possible based on
the policy. And, you know, we
really want them to come forward, and we will maintain

confidentiality as best we can
to protect them, to protect the
campus community.”
To report cases of sexual misconduct go to southernadventistuniversity.formstack.com/
forms/title_ix or email titleIX@
southern.edu. You can also
download the app “Reach Out”
to file a report.

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN COUNSELING
Let Us Help You Help Others

The counseling program at
Southern is focused on Christ,
the Wonderful Counselor.
Scheduled for Your Convenience
Classes are held once a week on Tuesdays
to accommodate your work schedule.
Designed for Your Success
Southern’s CACREP-accredited programs
in Clinical Mental Health Counseling and
School Counseling prepare students
for state licensure and provide practical
knowledge and clinical experience.

Grounded in Christian Principles
The training you receive at Southern will
be grounded in Christian principles and
designed to prepare you for work in a
variety of settings.
Master of Science in Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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NEWS

INFLATE

Jacob Bradshaw hangs from velcro inflatable.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Miranda Delgado poses with student dressed as Baymax.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Sheryl Kambuni and Michaela Lewin smile while getting food.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

L-R Alberto Balio, Felipe Rocha and Mikey Brown stick to a velcro inflatable .
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Arielle Belgrave and Gadyel Degyves participate in a game during Inflate the Fun.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Dennis Negron drops into the dunk tank.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

THE FUN
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SPORTS

Playoffs are here
(almost)

Crunching the numbers:
Experts make predictions
on College Football Playoffs
David Runnels II
Contributor
After three crazy weeks
filled with upsets, the college
football season has started to
heat up. Rankings and College
Football Playoff title odds have
been posted and the difference between the pre-season
rankings and the current rankings show how much of a roller
coaster these first few weeks
have been. Here are some of
the winners and losers of the
first few weeks.

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
The MLB Playoffs are
right around the corner. Most
divisional races have been
locked up, but the wild card
races is still hot in the American League (AL) and home
field advantage is up for grabs.
The Yankees, Braves, Dodgers,
Astros, Cardinals, and Nationals
have all clinched a playoff spot
with the former four clinching
their division by Wednesday
morning.
Before
yesterday’s
games, the Yankees (102-56)
trailed the Astros (103-54) for
home field advantage throughout the American League playoffs. In the National League
(NL), the Dodgers (101-56)
clinched home field advantage
through their side of the playoff bracket but trail the Yankees
and Astros should any of those
teams make the World Series.
The Wild Card races
are particularly close. As of
Wednesday morning, the Oakland Athletics have a 0.5 game

lead for the first wild card spot
and the Tampa Bay Rays are
up 0.5 games on the Cleveland Indians for the last American League playoff spot. In the
National League, the Washington Nationals currently lead
the Wild Card standings with a
1 game lead over the Brewers
who have been able to hang
on despite losing reigning MVP
Christian Yelich.
After Tuesday’s games, neither the Chicago Cubs nor the
New York Mets qualified for a
playoff spot, but were still alive,
trailing the Brewers by 5 games.
The Cubs’ playoff hopes took
a huge hit after losing seven
games straight including a
sweep at the hands of the St.
Louis Cardinals whom they now
trail by 7.5 games. On the other
hand, the Mets stayed alive by
defeating the Marlins 4-3 via an
11th inning walk-off. In order
for either team to make the

Ohio State
The Buckeyes have been on a tear
during the first few weeks. They beat
Florida Atlantic University 45-21, shut
out Cincinnati 42-0, and destroyed Indiana 51-10. Although none of the opponents were ranked, the way Ohio State
completely dominated the opposition
helped raise Ohio State’s title odds from
six percent to 44 percent through two
weeks. a 76-5 drubbing of Miami (Ohio)
is sure to boost those albeit a game they
should have handily won.

1

1
4

Tennessee
Tennessee has struggled mightily this
year. They opened their season at home
with a shocking 38-30 loss to Georgia
State, and followed it up the next week
with a double overtime loss to BYU. While
they easily defeated the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga 45-0, the Volunteers will be fighting an uphill battle
to secure six wins and qualify for a bowl.
Their odds of bowl eligibility dropped from
70 percent to 16 percent because they are
in the stacked SEC and are only favored to
win two of their remaining games (against
University of Alabama at Birmingham and
Vanderbilt), leaving them well short of the
6-win mark.

4

5

5
2

3

2

As of Tuesday night*

3

Intramurals:

A recap of last week’s
notable softball and
futsal matchups
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
Softball is running right
toward the finish line with AllNight Softball just around the
corner. With one week left of
games, the Lucky 13 2.0 are
still undefeated in the Ladies A
League with six wins in Ladies
A league. A close second is the
Southern Breeze with a record
of 6-1.
Senior physical education
major Delaney Fox said, “One
of the best things about Southern is the intramural program.
For me personally, it’s the softball season. My team, Southern
Breeze, a longtime intramural
franchise of Southern, has a
good chance of taking home the
trophy this year and claiming
our victory that has been long
awaited for.”
Leading the pack for Men’s B
league is the Bomb Squad with

Notre Dame
The Fighting Irish came in
ranked #9 with a 29 percent in the
nation, but that quickly changed.
After beating Louisville 35-14 and
annihilating New Mexico 66-14,
they were ranked #7 and their title
odds have increased from 10 percent to 39 percent after that. Their
loss to Georgia isn’t detrimental
but it certainly doesn’t help. It’s not
too late to turn it around but a win
would have been really key.

six wins and one loss. Staying
on track in the A league with
their record of 7-0, Bloop Singles remains perfect.
Futsal, after just a single
week, is shaping up to be a real
thriller with two teams in Men’s
B league, GAMJA and ThunderDocks, holding perfect records.
Men’s A league, however,
already has a clear leader. Real
Madrazo have set the bar high
with a 4-0 record while no other
team has more than two wins.
Ladies’ futsal started out with a
few blowout games with Ohana
devastating the Goal Diggers 13
to 1 and the NVP’s kicking by the
Goons UFC 8 to 2.
Flag football sign-ups have
begun, and games will start
on Sept. 30 and end Oct. 24,
so don’t forget to make your
teams.

Michigan
The Wolverines are like an apple that
looks beautiful on the outside, but could
be rotten on the inside. Their 2-0 record
looks great on paper, but when they look
at the quality of the wins, many experts
do not believe in Michigan’s ability to
be a title contender. They won against
Middle Tennessee University 40-21, but
barely squeaked by what was thought to
be a vastly outgunned (no pun intended)
Army team 24-21. They followed it up
with a 35-14 to number 8 Wisconsin and
are no longer ranked in the AP top 25.

Even though experts are predicting outcomes, there’s never
complete certainty about the
outcome of any game, which is
the reason why teams play. So
buckle up and enjoy the ride…
this season could get interesting!
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OPINION
On shopping
and Sabbath

Not man for the Sabbath
Xavier Quiles
Contributor
What was once commonly God to lead Israel during this
avoided on the Sabbath is now
practiced without a care. Pur- violation of the seventh day and
chasing something on the last threw out the vendors. We can
day of the week is becoming infer from this that the Bible
habitual, not just on this campus, but throughout the Sev- nition of work when describing
enth-day Adventist Church. the Sabbath.
Does it matter? Does it really
Imagine this: It’s your birthmatter how we spend our Sab- day and you invite your friends
baths? Does it really matter to attend your party, but halfwhether we go shopping or buy way through, without any warnfood? Does it really matter what ing, they leave and force you to
we do or don’t do? I
go with them to
DOES IT REALLY Taco Bell. How
believe it does matMATTER WHETHER would you feel?
ter.
Since our belief WE GO SHOPPING Would you feel
in the Sabbath
loved?
OR BUY FOOD?
originated in the
The Sabbath
DOES IT REALLY
Bible, anything we
isn’t about laws
MATTER WHAT WE
say about it must
and
regulaDO OR DON’T DO?
be rooted in Scriptions. It’s about
I BELIEVE IT DOES celebrating a
ture. And saying
MATTER.
that there’s nothing
special day with
in the Bible that forbids buying God, not because you have to,
food or other purchases would but because you love to. Some
be ignoring the guidelines in would say it doesn’t matter
those pages.
because Jesus said the Sabbath
In Nehemiah 13:15-22, we see was made for man. By this, Jesus
that the people around the res- means that the Sabbath was
made for man to spend time
them to start buying on the Sab- with the One who loves us, not
bath. Nehemiah was chosen by for us to shop, not for us to do

It’s A Personal Decision
Zoe Kanas
Contributor

I grew up loosely Seventh-day
Adventist, and after church on
Sabbath, my family would often
go to a local barbecue place for
lunch. I never really gave it any
thought until I reached high
school. Suddenly, I began realizing that some of my friends
wouldn’t go out with me on Saturdays due to the religious belief
of not buying on the Sabbath. To
me, this seemed odd because
I didn’t grow up with the same
observance.
Personally, I believe that making purchases on the Sabbath is
a personal decision. My opinion

is that if I go out to buy lunch
after church, I am not violating
anyone’s religious beliefs. Those
preparing and serving the food
have chosen to work on Saturday, regardless of their religious
background. Plus, looking at it
from that perspective, I don’t
have to go through the trouble
of making lunch. Comparing our
society with Biblical-era society,
buying and selling has become
much easier for everyone
involved. I don’t have to walk a
dusty road into a bustling marketplace, only to aggressively
barter with an angry farmer

over the price of some chickthe Taco Bell drive-thru and get
lunch without leaving my car.
This isn’t without saying the
Sabbath shouldn’t be treated like
any other day. I think it’s important to us, as human beings, to
have a day of the week where
we can rest and not focus on the
stresses of life. How we choose
to do that is up to us, but I personally choose to concentrate
on my relationship with God,
and maybe go get myself some
lunch in the process.

RELIGION

From Baptist to
Seventh-day Adventist
Delaney Fox
Contributor
Up until the age of 16, I was
an avid Baptist who was very
involved in the church. All I
knew was church on the weekends, prayer meeting during
the week and family who
encouraged every bit of it.
As I was growing up, my
dad’s brother married into a
Seventh-day Adventist family. From then on, I remember attending Vacation Bible
School every summer at the
local Seventh-day Adventist
church; little did I know that
this was only the beginning of
something that would change
my life.
The summer of my 16th
birthday I started working for
my aunt and uncle on their

where I realized God was callDuring this time, I started
receiving Bible studies with my
aunt and attending an evangelistic series that was being held
at their church.
Soon after, I started studying the Bible for myself. I
then realized that what I had
been taught my whole life was
wrong, so I started going to
church on Saturdays and Sundays.
In the fall of 2012, I went to
another evangelistic series, at
the end of which I decided to
give my life to Jesus through
baptism.
It didn’t take long for me to
start working at a camp meeting in the Carolina Conference,

to serve children.
At this stage in my life, I look
back at where I started and
where I am now, and I realize
that it doesn’t matter where
you are in this world; God will
direction He has planned for
you. Although at times I have
felt like giving up on God completely, through prayer and
encouragement I haven’t, and I
am so thankful for that.
“For I know the plans I have
for you, declares the Lord,
plans to prosper you, and not
to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.” Jeremiah
29:11
Courtesy of Delaney Fox
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Student
Spotlight

Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor

At Southern Adventist University there are two female
students that are particularly
extraordinary. They volunteer at
the Tri-Community Fire Department (TCFD) in Tennessee.
Julia Ford
Julia Ford, a sophomore studying Allied Health, is the youngest
of three older siblings. She’s originally from Oregon but moved
to the Tennessee area for high
school and now, university.

Courtesy of Julia Ford

She decided to become a
volunteer firefighter after her
friends convinced her to try it.
After the first call in 2018, her
passion as a volunteer firefighter grew.
“I wanted to help educate the
community,” Ford said.
During her shift in the volunteer department she checks
for damage on gear and makes
sure equipment, like radios and
flashlights, functions properly.

LIFESTYLE

Firefighters
“The firefighters have pride in
what they do,” she said.
Through this experience, she
was able to learn about herself.
“At first, I would have a quitter’s attitude,” Ford said. “[I
kept] seeing the light at the end
of the tunnel to get the green
helmet of completion.”
It taught her how to prioritize
time. It changed her mindset.
“If you have the choice to
choose education or entertainment, choose education,” Ford
said.
She discovered an appreciation for others around her.
“Instead of being self-centered, ignoring the fact that
there are always things going
on in life, especially other people’s lives, you have to be brave.
You have to be that somebody
for somebody else. You can be
a hero by being kind,” she said.
In her free time, Ford body
builds and writes music. She’s
currently working on a single
that will appear on Spotify soon.
After Southern, she plans on
furthering her education and
pursuing Physical Therapy.
She wants to open up a vegan
restaurant with her sister and
train for female body competitions.
Ashley Johnson
Freshman nursing major Ashley Johnson, is a native from Collegedale, Tennessee.

She grew up with an older
sister and a family of medical
professionals. Her mother is a
nurse and her father works as
an Emergency Medical Technician. Johnson explained how
strong of a firefighter influence
she had growing up.
“My entire family is on the
fire department and they all do
medical,” she said.
She plans on going through
the fire academy in January and
officially becoming a volunteer
firefighter at TCFD.
“My parents definitely have
been the main inspiration to me
joining the fire department and

Taylor Mikel @taytaymikel #Sr #Biology

Courtesy of Ashley Johnson

SOCIAL MEDIA

For chance to be featured use #saulife
or tag @sauaccent instagram or twitter in your posts!

Twitter

inspiring [me] to become a firefighter,” Johnson said. “It gives
new perspective in life. I learned
how fragile it can be because
you never know what could happen. You’re going to be better
acquainted with people, not just
in the fire department, but with
people in the community.”
In her free time, she enjoys
spending time in nature, hiking and hammocking. She also
loves binge-watching movies
and television shows when she
has time and isn’t studying.
She plans to become a flight
nurse after graduating and to
continue to volunteer at TCFD.

#SAUlife
Julie Pereira

Emily Simmons

Set an alarm for 3:30 so I could be up and studying by 4. My exam
is at 8am and another at 9am and here I am just now walking up 2
hours after my alarm goes off. College.

Aubri Dancek @aubs_dancek #Jr #Mass Comm
bold of me to assume that this week was my chill week. i played
myself.

Tais Bautista @april_2199 #Jr #Biology
Is my paper done? Absolutely not, but I am done. Therefore goodnight.
_juliepereira_ blessings.

em_s15 Well guys it’s the weekend catch me in
my room

Ana Valdes @itsanavaldes #Sr #Graphic Design
Idk who I’m becoming but I’m sitting in my room doing homework
on a Saturday night

Mark Dyman

Melody-Joy Drummond

Benya Wilson @TheLostAmelia #Jr #History
Is there a way I can sleep comfortably & also not have the RA’s
shine a flashlight in my face every night?

Jaira Luna @jairuuuh #Jr #Nursing
my college dream somewhat came true. I GOT RAN OVER BY A
BIKE!!!

mark_dyman Stay hungry, stay foolish

Congratulations @_awene!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
Wanting to treat himself after a huge
test, Kevin broke his diet with some
doughnuts. Find Kevin to enjoy some
too with a

Joslen Lache-Veloz

ms.melodyjoy Welcome to Admissions.

Arielle Belgrave

$10 Krispy Kremes
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!

joslenlache_ The happiness of your life depends
on the quality of your thoughts

oreo_cakez “When the cafe ain’t it.”
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HUMOR
Why were you late to class?
Rachel Beaver
Humor Editor

“I heard that KR’s
had warm cookies.”

“My skateboard
broke down.”
“Another friend
got engaged and I
needed to cry.”

“I didn’t hear my
alarm over the
sound of theology
majors practicing
their sermons.”

“I couldn’t find my
hydroflask.”

“I had to change my major 5 times.”

CHATTER
Today 26
66-88

Convocation: 11 a.m., Andrew Collins &
Jameel McGee, Iles P.E. Center
Student Organization Treasurer’s
Orientation: 5:30 p.m., Presidential
Banquet Room

Saturday 28
68-93

Adoration: 9 a.m., Church
Miniaterial Candidate Recognition: Victor
Maddox, 7:30 p.m., Thatcher Chapel
Merge: 11:30 a.m., Lynnwood Hall
Renewal: 11:45 a.m., Church
Connect: 11:45 a.m., Collegedale Academy
Evensong: 7:30 p.m., Church
The Experience: Sabbath School & Breakfast:
10:30-11:30 a.m., Church Fellowship Hall
Supper, KR’s Place 6-8 p.m.
Student Center Open 6-8 p.m.
All Night Softball Tournament: 8:30 p.m.,
Summit Softball Complex

Monday 30
67-95

Last day for 60% tuition refund
Flagball Season beings

Wednesday 2
66-94

Friday 27
69-92

Sign-up for Free Walmart Trips:
8:00-12:30 p.m., Wright Hall Front Desk
Walmart Trips: Every ½ hour 1:00-2:30 p.m.,
Wright Hall Steps
SA Senate Surprise Day: 9 a.m., Pomenade
Ministerial Candidate Recognition: Victor Maddox, 7:30 p.m., Thatcher Chapel
Vespers: Student Missions, 7:30 p.m., Church
Sunset: 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 29
Ocoee Rafting Trip: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.,
68-95
Wright Hall
Social Work SWIP Trip: Washington DC
(Sep 29 – Oct 3)

Tuesday 1
Tornado Siren Test, Noon

Financial Aid for 20-21 available,
FAFSA deadline November 30

SA Announcements
423 Night Market: Food, music, and of course... vibes. Come to the only
423 Night Market of the year next Saturday night, October 5! Bring cash, support your friends,
and let’s keep this amazing tradition!

66-95

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY

Rachel Johnson

Nick Mu

Kaely Argueta Lutz

Taylor Maddox

Pubert Nkhono

Marie AnneFernandez Jordan Richards
Madelyn Rogers
Friday | 27

Julie Pereira
Emily Tant

Midrene Saint Eroi

Alex Yaste

Matthew Gorton

Monday | 30

Wednesday | 2

Karen Wang

Melodie Alvarez

Rence Arroyo

Heather Wooten

Kirsten Antolin

Jamia Cole

Saturday | 28

Aimee Anunciacion

Edmin Jimenez

Gabby Alvarez

Alexandra Dye

Connor Koerting

Paola Charnichart

Kathleen Djami

Melodi Johnson

Danielle Laurent

Matt Davis

Tuesday | 1

Elysse Mastrapa

Claudine Morana

Maria Cortez

Sunday | 29

Audrey Covrig

Condrasheera Joao

Alison Handysides
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Guster, Parker picked as Senior Unity and
VP of
Spiritual Inclusion Advisors after funding donated
Life hired
Xander Ordinola
Lead Reporter
After midterm break, Pastor
Joseph Khabbaz will officially
move to Southern and become
the new Spiritual Life Vice President on campus. Along with
his wife, Christina, Khabbaz will
work closely with the president’s
cabinet to supply students with
a richer religious experience.
Joining Southern from Sligo
Seventh-day Adventist church
in Maryland, Khabbaz exemplifies everything the search
committee was looking for
in a leader. The committee
wanted someone who could

We want to wave
the flag of spiritual
life as high as possible on our campus.

continue the projects that were
already implemented, but also
incorporate their own fresh
ideas. Despite these immense
responsibilities, their primary
virtue was simply someone
who loves Jesus.
“He will serve as a catalyst for
campus spiritual life,” associate
See SPIRITUAL on page 3

Photo courtesy of Joseph Khabbaz

Stephanie Guster Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Paola Mora Zepeda
Tierra Hayes
Joel Guerra
Editors
Nineteen months after the
promise of a Diversity Vice President made in the winter of 2018
by administration, two new
advisors to the president have
been added to the 2019-2020
presidential cabinet - Stephanie
Guster and Alan Parker.
Guster, an associate professor in the School of Social Work,
will take on the title of Senior
Advisor to the President for
Diversity with an emphasis on
race. Parker, a professor in the
School of Religion, will serve as
the Seniorenior Advisor for sexual integrity.
“To me, diversity is something that just totally enriches
a learning experience, a higher
ed experience,” Smith said. “It’s
another whole form of learning that I think prepares somebody for functioning well in the
world. So I felt that Southern
needed help in guiding us as a
campus down a path that would
help us make positive use of our
diversity.”

Facing obstacles
During the 2018-2019 school
year, the university planned to
hire a singular Vice President of
Unity and Inclusion. However,
due to compounding factors,
including a large graduating
classes in December 2018 and
May 2019, as well as a drop
in enrollment, the addition
seemed financially unfeasible
for the university, according

I felt that
Southern needed
help in guiding us
as a campus down
a path that would
help us make positive use of our
to Southern President David
Smith.
“I found myself near the end
of last school year looking at a
significant deficit budget for the
current school year,” Smith said.
“It suddenly hit me, I can’t add a
position.”
But while the university went
into the summer with no solid
plans for the future of the position, two donors agreed to fund

Outreach stopped

Alan Parker Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

the position for two years, a
likely cost of around $200,000,
according to Tom Verrill, senior
vice president of financial
administration.
“The donor said to me, ‘I think
you need this position,’” Smith
said. “‘I am committed to trying
to make this possible. I will raise
the money. I will personally
donate money, and I will help
raise whatever other money we
need to fund this position for
two years.”
Addressing tensions
Plans for the position came
after a history of racial tensions
on Southern’s campus.
Though the administration
had already begun drafting
what roles a VP focused on
diversity might look like prior,
one such incident occurred on
Feb. 3, 2018, when a Snapchat
account with the handle @sau_
stories posted a picture of the
annual Black Christian Union
cultural night captioned with a
racial slur. The picture was then
shared throughout Twitter and
other social media plataforms
where it received backlash from
students, alumni and many oth-

ers in the outer Adventist community.
Southern’s
administration
then released a video addressing and apologizing for the
racial history of the institution,
in which the Diversity VP position was promised.
“I apologize for not trying
harder to understand these
issues and the challenges that
have kept students of color
from having the experience they
sought and deserve,” Smith said
in the video.
Smith said he has worked to
prioritize the discussion on race
since his inauguration in 2016
because of Southern’s growing

Southern was
ranked the most
diverse university in
the Southern region
by U.S. News and
World Report
diversity. Last month, Southern
was ranked the most diverse
university in the southern
region by U.S. News and World
Report.
See DIVERSITY on page 2

Check your brain
and heart:

National Depression
Screening Day
Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter

Paola Mora Zepeda and Marco Swaisgood play jump rope with kids of Westside for Jesus.
Photo courtesy of Andrea Sequera

Nicole Dominguez
Lead Reporter
Outreach is no longer hosting
its regular programs this semester. In the past, this section of
Campus Ministry had provided
programs such as West Side For
Jesus, SWAG camp, and Lantern,
all of which are meant to reach
out to the community and provide service opportunities for
Southern’s students.
Students, such as Marry
Bright, who have taken part
in previous programs have
noticed the absence of these
programs, specifically West Side
For Jesus, a program that she
attended regularly.
“I did notice that Outreach

was missing this semester. I
have been a leader for West
Side for Jesus for almost two
years, so I was confused that
I hadn’t been emailed about it
yet. It’s weird not seeing [the]
kids every two weeks,” she said.
According to Melissa Moore,
director of Outreach and
uQuest Missions, the dwindling
numbers in attendance last
semester caused Southern to
reevaluate and look over the
nature of the programs.
Andrea Sequera, a student
outreach leader, confirmed that
numbers had gone from around
40 on a high day to about
five or 15.
“There does seem to be a
decrease in participation and…

a lack of buy-in,” Sequera said.
“It’s not that the students don’t
care but there’s not a lot available… and not a lot of continuity
[with participants].”
The “lack of buy-in,” as
Sequera puts it, was also paired
with the inability to have consistent leaders pass the baton.
“You have to think that every
four to six years the school is
undergoing major overhaul
because the population of the
school has changed completely
by that point. ...so maybe every
five to six years [Outreach] can
account for the completely new
students that are changing
every half decade,” Helen Faulk,
junior psychology major, said.
This See OUTREACH on page 2

On Oct. 10, National Depression Screening Day (NDSD),
Southern will be hosting a free
depression screening test for
all students and employees.
Located in the student center
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
Counseling Services and the
University Health Center will
provide free printed questionnaires for anyone who wishes
to assess their mental health
and likelihood for depression.
According to Southern counselor Tiffany Bartell, this event
is intended to not only help
students identify if they might
be struggling with depressive
symptoms, but to also increase
all students’ access to the counseling services at Southern.
According to the National Alliance on Mental Illness, one in
four university students has a
diagnosable mental illness, one
in three students report prolonged periods of depression
and depression is the number
one reason given by students
for dropping out of college.

But, research also shows that
less than half of students with
a mental illness seek treatment.
“It’s important to know that
you can just take the screen,”
Bartell said, “You don’t have
to feel really bad to just check
yourself...Just
be
curious
about yourself.”
Some
students
have
expressed
their
support
towards the event.
“I think it’s a great thing that
they are doing…I believe that
See DEPRESSION on page 3
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NEWS
Students make use of new
church wing

Outreach

South Atrim of the new wing. Photo courtesy of Collegedale Church of Seventh-day of Advenitsts

Bailey DuBose
Staff Writer

It’s the perfect
place to study
for me. It’s well
lit, very spacious,
comfortable, and
quiet.

Since its completion, Southern Adventist University students have been utilizing the
new South Wing in the Collegedale Seventh-day Adventist
Church along with its members.
According to the ChurchBeat, Collegedale SDA Church’s
newsletter, the South Wing
opened in late March 2019 and
has been used for many different Southern events since.
Some events include AfterGlow,
Ministry Expo, MasterChef:
Asian Edition.
Recently,
the
Oceania
Islander Club (OIC) used the
new wing for its welcome party.
Social Vice President of OIC,
Lesieli Heimuli, was looking for
a place to hold the event and
was suggested to use the new
South Wing.
“I love the New Wing!” Heimuli wrote via text. “There’s lots of

space and seating areasI know
that people study there. For our
event, it was the perfect size. …
I hope that those who do decide
to utilize the space make sure
that they leave the area better
than they came. Why? Because
it’s a new place and its beautiful.
We are blessed that the [Collegedale Church] lets us use it
for our purposes.”
The space that can be used
for events, but also to study
and gather is called the South
Atrium, which is the second
floor of the wing. It has several
high top tables with USB ports
and plugs, along with couches
and chairs. According to Col-

Diversity

Feb. 3
Racial slur
in BCU Night
snapchat video

continued from page 1

Southern has
no single
ethnic majority

David Smith
becomes
president

2015

2016

Timeline Infographic by Kahelena Giltner

“I was very interested to find
out what Southern was doing
about its [diversity]. How is
Southern serving it, using it?”
Smith asked. “I view [diversity]
as something very positive, and
it didn’t seem to me much was
happening. “
Now, under the revised
framework, two advisors fulfill
the duties of the larger position
for the next two years.
Defining roles
Guster, the Senior Advisor for
Diversity, will specifically focus
on racial diversity. She will chair
the Diversity Committee and
aid in a monthly employee cultural conversation, while also
leading the annual diversity
retreat initiative with Oakwood
University and fostering relationships among the different
ethnic clubs on campus. Guster
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holds a masters in social work,
and - during her time at Southern - has worked with the SOAR
Initiative that works to promote
discussion and action about
race on campus.
Guster was also one of the
three finalists for the official
VP position before it was put
on hold due to lack of funding.
According to Smith, the school
received around 60-70 applicants from a wide variety of
backgrounds. They were subject
to a lengthy screening process.
“My goals include collaboration with Student Association,
develop[ing] strong connections with each ethnic club
[and] collaboration with the
International Student Committee for inclusivity in our conversation beyond only black &
white concerns,” Guster wrote
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in an email.
All three ethinic club presidents said Guster has yet to
reach out to them.
The Senior Advisor of Sexual
Integrity, Parker, will oversee
the work of the Committee for
Sexual Integrity and will facilitate the creation of subcommittees that will tackle different
topics such as pornography and
the LGBTQ community.
“I hope students will understand what the Bible says about
sex and will understand how
the church relates to sexuality,”
Parker said. “I hope that students will feel that this campus is a safe place to talk about
sexual issues and to find help in
their sexual journeys.”
Voicing opinions
With the addition of these
positions,
students
have

expressed their opinions on the
functions of the new advisors.
Senior Janae Cornwall, BCU
president, said she is glad that,
at least for the moment, the
VP position was split because
the official title may have been
more intimidating to students.
“I think having more of a
diversity advisor is a better rule
than just a diversity vice president; because, of course, having a certain title will affect how
students perceive the person,”
Cornwall said. “So, someone
that would be like the diversity
vice president may not seem
as accessible to students, but
a diversity advisor might seem,
you know, more on their level,
someone they can come to.”
Latin American Club President Julio Hernandez, a senior
finance major, thinks that the
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grams, providing choices that
utilize a diverse set of talents
for service.
“I recognize that [the outreach programs] are very limited. If you don’t like kids, if
you don’t like the elderly, or if
you don’t like doing Bible studies or [helping] the homeless,
there’s really not much for you,”
Sequera said.
Yet, even during the program’s suspension, Moore said
students are more than able
to step up to take on projects
as Outreach leaders. However,
according to both Moore and
Sequera, those who step forward must be prepared to commit to the task at hand.
“We are actually looking for
students who are willing and
qualified to step up and be committed leaders,” Moore said.
Moore and Sequera confirm
that they are taking the time
to ask questions and make the
most of this pause, ensuring
that the new programs will be
fully developed and are making
an impact.
One hope for Outreach is for
it to become “a space created
for new ministries; for people to
think outside the box,” Sequera
said, “A culture of service where
you want to give your time.”
“I kind of think [Outreach
pausing their programs] is good
because it means there will be
improvements to make them a
little bit better; therefore, more
people will want to join,” said
Amanda Brennen, sophomore
psychology major.
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However, the views expressed
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opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
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legedale SDA Church, employee
Sherrie Williams, the South
Atrium is open when the church
is. The church’s office hours
are Monday through Thursday
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Friday
from 8 a.m.-noon. There are
no set hours for when students
can come and study. The building is also open most nights
when something is booked at
the church and an employee
is on duty.
“I love the atmosphere,”
said Asha Roja Nambi, junior
nursing major. It’s the perfect
place to study for me. It’s well
lit, very spacious, comfortable,
and quiet.”
Those interested in using the
South Atrium for an event, can
contact the church’s office manger, Debbie Maupin, for a reservation at 423-236-7110.

continued from page 1

sabbatical left room for the Outreach office to question the success and goals of the ministry.
“You couldn’t pinpoint what
the goal was,” Sequera said.
“There was sufficient reason to
question if these missions were
helping or hurting.”
“Are we being intentional
in our ministry, or are we just
going downtown and playing
with kids?” Moore asked. “... Are
we planning on inviting them to
walk with Jesus in some way?
And we realized that probably some of this was happening, but kind of by accident.
We hadn’t been intentional
about outreach.”
In the end, all of these factors created a “big picture,” as
Moore says, about what they
needed to do. In light of these
questions about impact, Outreach employees have decided
to go to the places where they
conducted programs to ask if
they made a positive difference
in the community.
The team is also beginning to
connect with local churches to
see what ministries Outreach
could partner with. Having the
main support of local churches,
rather than simply being student-led, means the community can have more consistency
with its outreach, rather than
only getting aid during the four
active months of the school
year, according to Moore.
With these partnerships,
Southern students can provide
aid as supplementary help that
strengthens projects across the
Chattanooga area.
In addition, Outreach hopes
to create wider options for pro-
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Southern adjusted
the position title
to Senior Advisor
for Sexual Integrity
advisors are just a first step to
solving a nuanced issue.
“I think it [adding a diversity
advisor] was great,” he said.
“I think things had occurred in
the past that [made it] a crucial
step. I’m not saying that that
was going to solve our issues...
but it’s a good step.”
Similar to Hernandez, alumnus Phillip Warfield said adding
the positions is progress but
there is more to be done.
“I believe that what they’re
doing is a great first step,” he
said. “But I don’t want this to
become something that we can
just settle with and be happy
with. I don’t this just to become
a quick interim thing. ...Let’s get
the real VP in here as soon as
possible. I won’t say that I’m disappointed. I’ll just say that I am
still waiting.”
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Legacy Magazine taking submissions Spiritual
Zailin Peña
Lead Reporter
Legacy, the English Department’s literary magazine, is
now taking submissions for
its annual writing competition
under the theme, “Identity.”
Students will be able to submit pieces of poetry, creative
nonfiction, short fiction and,
for the first time this year, photography. Those who enter
can be awarded first, second
and third place cash prizes for

Photo courtesy of Sierra Correia

each category.
Senior English major, Sierra
Correia, is the editor for Legacy.
This year, in an effort to resonate with her peers, the theme
is “Identity.”
“Given our age, identity is
something we grapple with,”
she said. “This is what our college experience is about -- discovering who we are outside of
our families, outside of where
we came from. I’m asking the
question, ‘Who are you?’, out
into the void and seeing what
comes back.”
This year, the English Department got together with the
School of Journalism and Communication (SJC) to add photography submissions. The SJC will
supervise the photography portion of the competition, while
the English Department will
continue to oversee the creative
writing aspect.
Associate professor in the
SJC, Stephen Ruf, encourages
students to look at their photos
as a guide to help find a connection with the theme.
He said, “It’s not just maybe

Depression
continued from page 1

this is a really good tool because
a lot of college students don’t
even realize that they are
depressed,” said Ananda Glover,
junior education major. “They
could be just experiencing all
these emotions and not know

“It’s important
to know that you
can just take the
screen,” Bartell
said, “You don’t
have to feel really
bad to just check
yourself...Just be
curious about
yourself.”
what the source is from.”
NDSD was created and
launched by educator and psychiatrist Douglas G. Jacobs,
M.D. in 1991. In 1994, Jacobs
created Screening for Mental
Health Health, which is now
called Mindwise: a non-profit
organization aimed at providing suicide prevention for youth
training and behavioral health
screening for adults.
According to an email interview with, Lisa K. Desai, Psy.D,
spokesperson
from
Mindwise, the motivation behind
NSDS
started
in
Boston
emergency room.
“During his residency rotation in a Boston area emergency room, Dr. Jacobs noticed
that while mental health issues
might co-occur with medical
urgent care visits, there was no

mechanism to screen for mental health problems. This led
Dr. Jacobs to institute a national
awareness day which would create awareness about the need
to self-assess for depression
and encourage people to take
a screen and check-in with their
mental health” Desai wrote.
Desai went on to explain the
apparent need for this national
awareness day..
“Stigma and stereotypes create barriers to discussing mental health issues, and Dr. Jacob’s
recognized that by sparking a
national discussion regarding
depression we can decrease this
stigma.
National Depression
Screening Day, formed in 1991,
was one of the first awareness
days of its’ kind” Desai wrote.

“I think it’s a great
thing that they are
doing…I believe
that this is a really
good tool because a
lot of college
students don’t even
realize that
they are depressed,”
said Ananda
Glover, junior
education major.
Twenty-eight years later, hundreds of schools, universities,
and community-based organizations nationwide have taken
part in the initiative in helping
address and reduce mental
health stigma on NDSD.

looking through your photo
archive, but it might inspire a
photographer to say, ‘Okay,
that’s the theme. I got an idea,’
and to go out and actually shoot
an original picture, one just for
the contest.”
The requirements for photo
submissions are that pictures must be in JPEG format,

“I believe it is good
for departments to
connect because it
allows students to
branch out and possibly meet new people. When you are
a certain major you
tend to only socialize with people of
your same major.
This will help people
change that.”
finalists should keep original
files for verification and the
maximum file size must be
four megabytes.
“Our hope is that more students on campus will partici-

pate because this isn’t really just
for English majors,” said Clarise
Nixon, assistant professor in
the English Department. “This
is for anybody on campus who
likes to write and who likes to
take pictures.”
The 33 editions of Legacy
can be found on the library’s
website. According to former
Legacy editor, Nicole Dominguez, “Editing other people’s
work, especially creative works,
is sensitive. You never know if
something is a typo or a creative choice that changes the
entire work.”
Senior mass communication major Joseph Hyde, said
regarding the inclusion of photography this year, “I believe it
is good for departments to connect because it allows students
to branch out and possibly meet
new people. When you are a
certain major, you tend to only
socialize with people of your
same major. This will help people change that.”
Students can submit their
work to englegacy@southern.
edu.

continued from page 1

chaplain Anna Bennett said. “It
is absolutely clear Joseph has
an authentic relationship with
Jesus. It shows in his smile,
in his marriage, in his call to
ministry and his genuine love
for people.”
His
primary
background
comes from youth ministry as
he served as a youth pastor
at Sligo church. Not only is he
responsible for providing students with opportunities to
grow spiritually, but he is also
tasked with empowering other
faculty to improve their lives.
“We want to wave the flag of
spiritual life as high as possible on our campus,” President
David Smith said. “Once we
learned about Joseph and then
met him, we wondered why we
didn’t all know him before.”
According to Smith, this role’s
responsibilities replaced the
need for campus ministries’
chaplain position, a role held in
interim by Anna Bennet for the
school year of 2018-2019, so
there was no need to increase
the budget in order to fit the
payroll of this position.

New leadership for Southern Scholars

Professor Linda Tym
Photo courtesy of SAU

Megan Yoshioka
Lead Reporter
English professor Linda Tym
has assumed the Southern
Scholars Director position after
Mark Peach, director for the
previous 10 years, went on a
semester-long sabbatical to
research environmental history.
According to History Department Chair Lisa Clark-Diller,
Peach has been active in helping
Tym during the leadership transition. Because of Peach’s work
over the past 10 years, Tym
has no intentions of proposing
major curriculum changes to
the honors program.
“[Peach] had done a really
great job of ensuring that the
Scholars curriculum fit within
the regular general education
curriculum, which means that it
does not require any more work
or any additional time to take
Scholars classes,” Tym said. “So,
what I’m planning to integrate

is a deeper and richer approach
to the engagement in critical
thinking throughout the Scholars curriculum, and helping students to learn how to analyze
and evaluate their thinking with
a view to improving it.”
According to Tym, the purpose of Southern Scholars is
to “provide an interdisciplinary
education for students,” and is a
great place for any high-achieving student who desires to not
only understand the depths of
his or her own discipline, but
also the connections between
different fields across campus.
She said critical thinking is relevant “in the ways that we think
through disciplines,” as well as
in an individual’s personal life.
Tym plans to integrate more
critical thinking into the program by working towards a
Certification in Critical Think-

Tym said that
Scholars is a great
place for any
high-achieving
student who
desires to not only
understand the
depths of their own
discipline, but also
the connections
between different
fields across
campus.

practices into the curriculum
already provided.
Critical thinking methods will
be applied not only to the honors classes, but to the senior
research projects as well.
“One of the beautiful things
that [Scholars] get to do, regardless of the department that
they’re in, is a senior research
project,” Tym said. “[This] allows
them in their senior year to
delve deeply into their discipline, but also consider that
position from an interdisciplinary angle. What that means is
that students have an opportunity to showcase the breadth
and depth of their knowledge
base at the pinnacle of their
college career.”
According
to
Southern
Scholars students, Tym is
also updating the portfolio
program online.
“There was a lot of confusion
on how to update the portfolio
in the past couple years,” said
Danny Cuevas, a junior biology major and Scholar. “[Tym]
is making the program more
accessible online.”
“I also heard that she is updating the process for our portfolio writing, which I am excited
about,” said Trisney Bocala,
a sophomore mass communication major and Scholar.
“Overall, I’m looking forward to
seeing how Dr. Tym grows the
honors program.”

ing and mentoring other faculty. Other faculty members
will then be able to incorporate critical thinking teaching
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All Night

Joel Guerra is ready to make it happen.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Camila Oleaurre gets ready to bat.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

David Runnels takes a warm-up swing.
Photo by Hannah Moyer

Alexandra Candamil winds up for a pitch.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Johnathan Quinto high fives the other team.
Photo by Hannah Moyer

Camille Chu gets ready to hit the ball.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

softball
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MLB season slides
to a close

New tampering rules: good
or bad?
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Noah Collins
Sports Editor
On Sept. 29, the Major League Baseball regular season officially
ended and the playoff races finished without much drama. In the
American League, Yankees, Astros, and Twins moved on automatically, as they won their respective divisions. The Rays and Athletics were left to hash it out for the fourth playoff spot in the American League wild-card game yesterday. In the National League, the
Braves, Cardinals and Dodgers each won their division and have
advanced to the playoffs, while the Nationals and Brewers will fight
over the remaining spot in the wildcard game on Oct. 1.
Making the playoffs is not the end but rather the beginning of the
quest for the World Series title that is every player’s dream. At the
head of the pack stands the Houston Astros who according to analysts, have a 32.2 percent chance of winning the World Series. The
New York Yankees stand in second, with a 16.7 percent chance of
winning. Lastly in third are the Los Angeles Dodgers, who have a 15.5
percent chance of winning it all. The other seven teams combine for
a 36.1 percent chance of winning.
With the joy of success in the postseason also comes the disappointment of teams who decide that a change in management is
necessary. News recently broke that the Chicago Cubs are deciding
to move on from manager Joe Maddon. Fortunately for Maddon,
there is still a chance for him to redeem his career with other teams
who are now in need of new management. The Padres, Angels or
the Phillies are Maddon’s most likely suitors and he will look to begin
building another championship caliber team wherever he finds his
next home.
Now that the season is over, players will have their performance
evaluated to determine season awards. Mike Trout and Cody Bellinger are the favorites to win the AL and NL MVP,respectively. Runaway favorites for the Rookie of
the Year are Yordan Alvarez of the
Houston Astros and Pete Alonso of
the New York Mets, who now holds
the single season rookie home run
record of 53. As far as awards go,
these are pale in comparison to
winning the World Series.

This off-season for the NBA turned out to be
quite an exciting one, but not all the deals weredone by the book. From the Lebron James and
Anthony Davis dinner meeting, to Kawhi Leonard’s convincing of Paul George to join him in
L.A., there have been some heavy accusations
concerning tampering taking place this year. As
a result, the NBA and Commissioner Adam Silver
have acted against tampering and have set new
stricter guidelines for dealings in the NBA. NBA
owners now must personally certify that all contracts comply with the new and old established
rules. Also, teams must show that everything is
done by the book for free-agency as well.
The whole idea behind the new rules is to try
and eliminate the player-to-player tampering as
well as player-to-team tampering. Another rule
being implemented is that any player contract
changes must be reported within 24 hours. One
of the more controversial rules being added
is the random audits that will be done on five
teams each year. This one has been getting some
backlash because even if a team hasdone nothing wrong in the past, they can still be randomly
audited. Some believe that this rule is unfair and
unnecessary. Silver is on the record saying that
suspensions, losing draft picks and more are on
the table. Fines have also been increased. Fines

for tampering with a team or player have doubled
from $5,000,000 to $10,000,000. Some believe
that the new rule changes will be a good thing,
and make the league have more integrity. Others
have shown frustration with the new guidelines
saying it is taking away certain privacies that
NBA personnel use to have. I think it is a good
thing that the league is trying to solidify some
of its rules and make new and improved ones so
that every off-season can be a fair one. One thing
I don’t mind is the player-to-player interactions.
It can be fun for fans to see their favorite player
trying to go out and recruit another star to join
the team. After these new changes are implemented, we won’t get to see anymore of these
types of interactions between players publicly.
Players will still talk in secret about teaming up
of course, but now it will be hidden much more
from the media. The NBA wants organizations to
either play by the rules or be punished.

Some believe that the new
rule changes will be a good
thing, and make the league
have more integrity. Others
have shown frustration with
the new guidelines saying it
is taking away certain privacies that NBA personnel use
to have.

Only time
will tell who
comes home
with the ring.

A tale of two teams: Lucky 13
2.0 and Make Softball Great
Again win big at all night Softball
David Runnels II
Contributor
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On Sept. 28, over 22 mens and womens softball teams competed in what is known aroundcampus as the All Night Softball tournament,
named for the fact that the final out of the night
was not actually at night, but at 5 am the next
morning.
On the women’s side, Lucky 13 2.0 defeated
SOS and Southern Breeze to make it to the
women’s championship. Although they were
kicked into the losers bracket by Lucky 13 2.0,
Southern Breeze advanced to the championship and to a rematch with Lucky 13 2.0 by
beating SOS. In the championship, however,
Lucky 13 2.0 defeated Southern Breeze again
to become the 2019 All Night Softball Women’s
Champions.
On the men’s side, Make Softball Great Again
beat Bunter’s Only, Bloop Singles, and Sweaty
Palms to make it to the championship. They
were matched against Old School, who won

Make Softball
Great Again

against Original Glazed before dropping a
game to Sweaty Palms. However, in the losers
bracket they bounced back with a gritty win in
extra innings against Grand Theft Machado, a
win against Bloop Singles and arevenge win
against Sweaty Palms to get to the championship game. Both teams played hard, but
in the end, Make Softball Great Again prevailed to win the title of the All Night Softball
men’s champion.
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Thoughts on
abortion

All life is precious, no
matter what

It’s her body,
it’s her choice

John Kent
Contributor

Taylor Dean
Contributor

Just last month, the Tennessee Senate advocated for a bill that would
ban abortion state-wide. Abortion
has been an ongoing issue for some
time now and we all know there is no
easy answer. Recently, the topic has
resurfaced in Chattanooga, a longtime
anti-abortion city.
Abortion rights activists are beginning to voice their views more publicly.
Questions surround the issue, but it
all boils down to whether the action is
morally right or wrong.
I’d like to sit on the fence and say
that whether abortion is right or
wrong depends on the situation. Yet,
after giving the issue some thought
and doing a little research, I have come
to a conclusion that abortion is morally
wrong. It may sound harsh, but plainly
stated, abortion is killing a developing
baby because that baby is unwanted.
As a theology major, I can’t help but
turn to the Bible for a solution. While
the Bible has no explicit statement on
abortion, it still offers principles appli-

cable to the subject.
Scripture records God instructing
for people to be slaughtered, but that
does not mean God is pro-murder. In
those situations, killing people was the
best course of action. Similarly, in an
already sinful situation, such as rape,
abortion may be the best course of
action.
This does not validate abortion as
morally right, but instead means that
abortion is sometimes the secondary
option, but an option that should be
avoided as much as possible.
Depending on the situation, abortion may be something worrth considering though we have to realize
that the issue is definitely more complicated. Yet, regardless of the situation, according to Psalm 139, we are
fearfully and wonderfully made. God
intimately knows the developing baby
in a mother’s womb. Choose abortion if that’s what needs to happen
– just remember all life is precious,
no matter what.

Whatever your personal view may
be on the topic, there’s no denying
that abortion is a touchy subject and is
one of the most prevalent stigmas in
society. I believe there are a lot of grey
areas and outside factors to consider
when taking a stance on the matter.
So, for one to make a statement that
abortion is “straight up wrong”, would
be ignorant.
My opinion on abortion is this—it’s
her body, therefore it’s her choice.As
humans, we are quick to judge even
when we do not know all the background details. To judge a woman simply off the fact that you know she has
had an abortion, but not knowing the
reason why, is ignorant. To say she is
committing a sin without knowing circumstances thatbrought her to a point
where she now feels she must make
this decision, is ignorant.
Simply put, to speak on a topic without educating yourself first and taking
into consideration all the perspectives,

RELIGION

The stereotypes of
pastors’ kids
Daniel Oh
Contributor
Life as a pastor’s kid (PK) can have
its perks. We were born with special
privileges that other Adventist kids
may not have received. Occasionally, we tend to get random offers,
gifts and compliments from church
members. And we can’t forget the
awesome conference subsidy of up
to 70 percent! But with pros, there
are always cons.
Stereotypically, a lot of expectations are put on us. We are to be
a spiritual role model to the other
kids at church. The elderly people
and even our parents portray us as
obedient “saints”. We are supposed
to be the “good Christian kid” all
the time. They expect us to be per-

fect because our fathers work for
the church.
While we do feel the pressure
of being PKs, and while some of
these stereotypes might be true,
this does not mean that we are any
different from any other Adventist
kid.
We don’t have to be what other
people think we are. We are not
conservative or sheltered kids who
are shaped to be like robots or who
are shaped to be like Isaac. We are
just like everyone else. We love to
have fun, too.
In contrast to the ‘“good Christian
boy” stereotype, there’s another
stereotype that goes around the

Adventist community, which is the
polar opposite. Some say that PKs
are the worst kids in the community and, because we were raised
and sheltered to be such “good
Christian children,” we break out
with the urge to do the things that
we were strictly forbidden from
doing while growing up.
Although some aspects of the
stigma of being a “good” or “bad”
PK are true, people shouldn’t think
of us any differently. Whether
they consider us saints or not, PKs
should not find themselves victims
of unattainable standards and high
expectations.

Ways to make time for God
as a college student
María José Morán
Contributor
Podcasts: Listening to a good podcast while you get ready in the
morning is a great way to start your day with God as well as a good
way to multitask.
Bible App: This is one of the easiest ways to spend time with God.
The Bible app lets you schedule devotionals and reminders, so you
never forget to read the five minute reflection.
Ellen G. White Writings App: reading a chapter of an Ellen White
book is a great way to get outside understanding of the Church’s
doctrines. Some of her easy reads are great for day-to-day life.
Walk and talk: This is one of my favorites. Talking to God while
you walk to class or while you drive is an easy way to tell God about
your day and plans. Keep in mind that this is a type of prayer, but
you don’t need to be on your knees to do so.
Scheduled Bible Time: One of the most helpful things is to write
down Bible time in your agenda. This is a good reminder that it is
something that needs to be done in your day.

is ignorant.
There are many reasons for abortion,
like not wanting to birth a child who
was the product of rape, not wanting
to risk possible medical complications
of the mother or baby, or simply not
being ready to be a mother yet. And all
these reasons, however you may personally feel about them, are perfectly
valid ones.
Freedom for a woman to choose
when she is ready to become a mother
and to decide what happens to her
body is a right that all women have and
should continue to have.

Freedom for a woman to choose when she
is ready to become a
mother and to decide
what happens to her
body is a right that
all women have and
should continue
to have.
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What to look for
in this season’s
fashion trends
Kehiry Castillo
Contributor
Though it seems like the summer heat is staying a while longer, it is never too early to start planning your transition into
light jackets and fall colors. Milan and New York Fashion Week
recently took place, and this season’s trends are loaded with fun

is a lot of variety, and anything can be adaptable to whatever
suits your style.

ANIMAL PRINT

Animal prints are back in season! Leopard print, cow-print,
snakeskin print, zebra stripes, the list continues. Prints are
malistic touch, add something as simple as a printed belt or
headwrap. For a bold look, try a printed dress or coat. But

BLAZERS

Blazers are essential items in this season’s wardrobe.
Investing in a blazer could modernize your look and keep
you warm. Don’t worry about this item breaking the bank.
look professional and are something that will never go out
of style. Pair a blazer with some sneakers to dress it down, or
make it more professional by wearing a closed-toe slide like
a mule. Accessorizing an oversized blazer with a belt helps
well.

LEATHER

Leather is making a strong comeback this fall. The use
of animal products is an ethical dilemma that many people
online from designers and stores that have added vegan
options to their collections. A black leather jacket, whether
vegan or real, is an absolute must-have. Leather pieces can
add an edgy or classic look to your wardrobe this fall.

VIBRANT COLORS

This year, vibrant colors are continuing into the fall season. There is a wide variety of vibrant colors to choose from.
The brighter, the better. Pistachio green, purple, gold, neon
orange, neon yellow, neon green and pink are all trending
colors this fall.
you. Whatever you want to wear, wear it proudly. You can

PUFFY SLEEVES

This 80s look has made a comeback in this year’s
Milan and NY Fashion Week. The volume of a statement
sleeve can go a long way. Whether it is shoulder pads,
statement this year.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife
or tag @sauaccent instagram or twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife

Bailey DuBose @bay_what #So #Public Relations
For my teacher to not know me when passing back papers, he
really knows how to mark me absent.

Candance Gettys @clg0099 #Jr #Physical Therapy
the SAU roundabout at 11:58 has to be one of the most reckless

Isabella Voigner @whirlygirl15 #Sr #Social Work
side effect of being a student.
kehcas_

#SAUlife

de.nyce._ Sunrise chasers #SAUlife

Astacia Sigarlaki,
Caroline Smith

Thomas Andrews

Delaney Harris
I can remember when my girl friends stopped asking “is he cute”

Luis Moreno @realluism #Jr #Psychology
The timeline has been quiet recently. School and life really be

carosmac best buds #SAUlife

mr_tandrews
#SAUlife

Congratulations @jo_im_carol!
Come pick up your gift card in the

Trisney Bocala

Studying makes you hungry and
when you’re hungry things don’t go
well. Find Kevin this week to get back
on track with a

$10 Dos Bros Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!

_czerny_
#SAUlife

tris_sk8

#SAUlife
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HUMOR

You might be a Southern student...
Rachel Beaver
Humor Editor

CHATTER
Today 3
68-96

Convocation: Latin American Heritage, Luis
Martinez-Fernandez, 11 a.m. Iles
P.E. Center

Saturday 5
65-88

Adoration: 9 a.m., Collegedale Church, Eden
Ramirez
SOAP Outdoor Church: Rock Climbing 10 a.m.
- 6 p.m., Wright Hall
Merge, 11:30 a.m., Lynn Wood Hall Chapel,
David Ferguson
Renewal: LAC Worship, Elden Ramirez, 11:45
a.m., Collegedale Church
Connect, 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Academy, Le
Clare Litchfield
Connections Cafe Latin Style, 1:30 p.m.
Collegedale Academy, Elementary
Evensong: Hymn Fest, 7 p.m. Collegedale
Church
Transportation: 8:15 p.m. for 423 Night Market, Wright Hall Steps
423 Night Market, 8:30 p.m. Collegedale
Commons

Monday 7
47-75

Southern Sophomore Success. 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room

Weekly Birthdays

Friday 4
SA Smile Initiative 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM,
Promenade
Sunset: 7:19 p.m.
Vespers: Latin American Heritage, Elden
Ramirez, 7:30 p.m. Collegedale Church
Star Watch, 8 p.m.

62-90

Sunday 6
36th Annual Sunbelt Cohutta Springs 64-85
Triathlon Registration, 10:30 a.m., Cohutta
Springs
Open Cave, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., Student Park
Symphony Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m.,
Collegedale Church

Tuesday 8
45-78

Wednesday 9
51-78

Southern Sophomore Success, 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room

Convocation: GYCSE, Dean Cullinane, 7 p.m.,
Thatcher Chapel
SA Senate, 7:30 p.m., White Oak Room

SA Announcements
423 Night Market: This Saturday night, Student Association is hosting the 2nd Annual
423 Night Market at the Collegedale Commons. SA will be providing transportation starting
at 8:15 pm, and continuing every 20 minutes, in front of Wright Hall. Please come out and
support your fellow students and faculty that are selling things! If you have any questions,
please feel free to stop by the Student Association office in the Student Center.
SA Smile Initiative: Friday October 4th, SA will be passing out free food on the promenade outside of the Student Center! Come by from 12:00 PM until 1:00 PM, or until food
runs out! Enjoy some delicious food and get to know your Student Association officers!
SA Fall Festival: Fall Festival will be held on Sunday, October 27th from 6:00pm to
9:00pm. Come support your clubs and organizations on campus! If you are a club leader,
signups for booths are still happening until October 18th! Contact Maddy Thomas (maddyt@southern.edu) if you have any questions.
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LAC night to wrap up heritage month Letter

from LAC
President

Joel Guerra
News Editor
Southern’s Latin American
Club (LAC) will top off its Latin
American
Heritage
Month
activities with an ancient-civilizations-themed LAC Night this
Saturday starting at 9 p.m.
Similar to past years, the
event will consist of Latino food,
pre-show performances and
a main play prepared and carried out by the club’s officers
and members.
The show has been in the
works since the middle of January when the club began
searching for a LAC Night Director and Kevin Acosta was chosen a few weeks later.
Acosta said that he prayed
and spoke with his mother
before accepting the role a couple of days later. However, he
claims he had the idea of focusing the play on ancient civilizations almost as soon as he was
granted the role of director.

Something I really
wanted to do this
year was to make
ancient characters
relatable. Times
change but people
don’t.
Acosta believes people tend to

Julio Hernandez
Contributor

LAC 2019-2020 officers pose during LAC Vespers.
Photo courtesy of Joshua Perez

prefer modern stories because
they can relate to them, but he
believes that students will still
be able to connect to the more
ancient tale.
“I actually don’t think, especially the Aztecs, get a lot of
representation,” Acosta said.
“Something I really wanted
to do this year was to make
ancient characters relatable.
Times change but people don’t.”
Acosta believes the show’s
ancient characters experienced
similar struggles and aspects of
life as people do today.
“They struggled with things
like love, and they struggled
with betrayal, and they struggled with death and things that

haunt everyone up to this day,”
Acosta said. “They were people
too, and I think the story will be
able to hopefully reach out to
people’s hearts.”
Kyle Salas, the play’s lead
actor, expressed that the setting
of a play rather than a musical gives room for “more fight
scenes, more action.”
Salas and LAC President Julio
Hernandez said that while the
club may face criticism over the
play’s focus on an ancient population that only represents people of Mexican descent, they felt
that it was easier to highlight
one main culture during the
play than trying to encompass
all the different countries.

This is why, according to
Hernandez, LAC has worked
extremely hard to represent all
of Latin America through the
other parts of the night, as well
as other events they have held
throughout the month. The preshow will consist of musical and
dance performances representing the various regions of Latin
America, and so will the food.
Besides LAC Night, to celebrate Latin American Heritage
Month, the club has sold food
every Tuesday of the celebratory
month from different regions of
Latin America. To represent the
various regions and cultures,
the club deconstructed Latin
See LAC on page 2

For the most part of my life,
I was distant from my Mexican
culture. I grew up around my
heritage but at the same time, I
did not connect with it as much
as everyone else around me.
The only aspect I connected
with was the food, but who
doesn’t love good homemade
Mexican food?
As I look back, I think one of
the reasons I felt distant was
because I did not enjoy the
loudness of our get togethers,
or that we were always going to
either a quinceañera or a wedding. As a kid I just did not like
going to these events; it was
just not my thing.

However, years
later, it was
here at Southern
where I started
to appreciate
my Latin culture
more and fully
connect with it.
However, years later, it was
here at Southern where I started
to appreciate and connect with
See LETTER on page 3

Hurricane Dorian: The aftermath

Maddy Thomas highlights corrections to the Senate Constitution.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Senate proposes
constitution changes

Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter

Bemis shared his motivations
for the change.

Student Association (SA) Secretary, Dakota Bemis, proposed
changes to Southern’s SA Constitution in order to update
its policies.
According to Bemis, the
proposed changes are meant
to clarify, polish and update
the SA Constitution to reflect
the
current
practices
of
the association.
Bemis started this process
at the beginning of the school
year as part of his parliamentarian duties. Since then, he has
become the SA secretary but he
plans on finishing the process
rather as there is no current
parliamentarian. As the former
Parliamentarian for the SA,

Part of the parliamentarian’s job is going
through and
making sure that
everyone is following
the constitution.
“None of the documents have
been updated since December of 2015,” Bemis said. “Part
of the parliamentarian’s job
is going through and making
sure that everyone is following
the constitution...I just had to
become familiar with it and as
I was looking at [the policies],
there’s a lot of things in here
that we haven’t been doing.”
As stated in the SA Senate
Minutes for Sept. 25, the proSee SENATE on page 2

Hurricane causes houses to flood.
Photo courtesy of Myles Dean

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
Myles Dean, a sophomore
business management major,
is from the Bahamas. His family was on the Grand Bahama
Island when Hurricane Dorian
hit. Initially after the storm, the
last form of communication
Dean had with his family was
an “SOS” from his aunt posted
on Facebook. She was asking
to be rescued from his grandmother’s house.
It was about two weeks
later that he was informed
that all of his family was safe
and well. Though they were
mostly displaced and suffered
major damage to their homes,
they survived.
“It was heart wrenching as
I watched the destruction on
the news,” Dean said. “The only

thing I had to lean on was my
faith in God, knowing that God
had them.”
Southern has formed disaster relief teams, according to
uQuest. In fact, there were signups and a call for a team this
year when Hurricane Dorian hit.
Southern gathered a team, or a
pool of applicants, and waited.
This time, however, a team was
not needed because the university relief partner company,
To Serve, did not send anyone.

Southern gathered
a team, or a pool of
applicants, and waited.
This time, however, a
team was not needed
because the university
relief partner company,
To Serve, did not send
anyone.
Instead of being frustrated
about it, uQuest Missions director, Melissa Moore, said it is
always good to be proactive.
“That’s why we were recruiting on the front end to just see,
if anyone was interested and
if we could even get a group
together,” Moore said.
“We
were intending to volunteer
with [To Serve] and they had no
volunteer need.”
Moore believes it is a good
thing that students applied and
will continue to apply in the
event of a disaster because proactiveness is essential in a situa-

tion like that.
“The worst time to plan for a
disaster is in the middle of the
disaster,” Moore said.
She encourages students
to keep their applications and
to continue signing up for a
relief team.
“[The students] are now part
of our on-call pool,” Moore said.
If there’s another disaster that
happens, then we can already
draw from this pool.”
“I’m glad there’s something
being done to help, even if they
didn’t need to go,” Dean said.
Students can sign up for a
relief team at southern.edu/
administration/chaplain/ministries/uquest/trips.html.

High waters flood car.
Photo courtesy of Myles Dean
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Senate

continued from page 1

posed changes will include a
consequence system for the
senators, as well as legislative
appointments, the official addition of Studio 4109: LIVE! as a
part of SA, the removal of the
currently-inactive SA Judicial
Branch, changes of SA officer
titles and miscellaneous constitution wording changes.
Additionally, senators have
been assigned constituents
within their disciplines
for
a few years now, instead of
based on where they live, but
the proposed constitutional
amendments will make this
change official.
Luis Moreno, SA Vice President, who oversees all Senate
meetings, shared his approval
for Bemis’ work.
“Unfortunately, the constitution was very overlooked
before this year. Dakota Bemis
has done a tremendous job
updating the constitution to
reflect the changes that have

been made over the years,”
said Moreno.
For these changes to be
approved, the proposal must be
passed by a 2/3 majority vote
by the Senate. These changes
were on the agenda for last
night’s Senate meeting. See our
website at accent.southern.edu
for updates.
Senate is the SA’s body for
change. Previous examples
of Senate inspired changes
include the charger ports in the
library, a barbershop in Talge
Hall, and a salon in process of
for Thatcher Hall.
Any Southern student, that
has been here for at least a
semester or Smart Start, can
apply to be on senate at the
beginning of the school year
and then applications are processed and selected by the VP,
Executive Secretary and Parliamentarian to be part of that
Senate for that school year.

Student deans merged
into one position
Xander Ordinola
Lead Reporter
On June 1, the men’s and
women’s deans positions were
combined into one Dean of
Students, due to it being an
outdated policy for the school
according to Dennis Negron,
vice president of Student Development. With a master’s in Student Development Counseling
and Administration, Lisa Hall
was put in the position. She is
tasked with supervising all resident life deans as well as managing the residential budgets.
“I do not think there is anything that necessarily makes
combining the positions difficult,” Hall said. “It is more about
making sure time management
is done well, delegating better
and staying organized.”
According to Hall, since it is
quite new, some minor details
were still left to iron out.

I do not think there
is anything that
necessarily makes
combining the
positions difficult,”
Hall said. “It is more
about making sure
time management is
done well, delegating
better and staying
organized.
Yet, she views that working
with the Residence Life Team
makes learning easier.
“It’s great to see the body of
teamwork,” Associate Dean of
Men Kevin Pride said. “Both

Dean Lisa Hall
Photo courtesy of southern.edu

sides working together toward
the same goal; whatever goals
[Hall] sets before us.”
To Hall, though there are
technical responsibilities to the
position, softer skills are equally
important. Communicating efficiently with people of different
backgrounds, races or lifestyles
is important for any dean. Hall
said she learned these skills
when working at McKee Foods
in the purchasing department.
“All of these things translate
into the new position,” Hall said.
“The time I spent there gave me
a strong background in working
with people from different backgrounds, partnering with people from different departments
to make processes successful
and also managing numbers
[and] budgets.”

Students chat in front of Talge Hall.
Photo courtesy of Brian Garcia
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LAC

continued from page 1

Jonathan Diaz smiles as he orders
his food. Photo by Xander Ordinola

America into four regions: Mexico and Central America, the
Caribbean, Brazil, and the rest of
South America.
According to a video posted
on their Instagram account,
75 percent of the funds collected will be purposed towards
LAC Night, and the rest will be
donated to a charity corresponding to the region that
raised the most money.
“Our goal with LAC and my
officers was to make sure we
could somehow encompass
every group and encompass
the celebration within the
month and have everyone feel
like we celebrated a bit about
them throughout the month,”
Hernandez said.
The club also hosted vespers
and the Renewal worship service this past weekend with
guest speaker Elden Ramirez.
Hernandez expressed that
coming into the position, he felt
pressure after the positive reaction last year’s night received
because it set the bar high.
However, he has tried to focus
more on making sure people
will enjoy the show in its unique
way rather than comparing to
last year.

L-R Israel Zendejas, Allison Barreto, Julio Hernandez, Joel Guerra and
Rodny Aquino outside of food booth. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Eunice Huesca sings during LAC
Vespers. Photo by Joshua Perez

Elden Ramirez speaks for LAC Vespers. Photo by Joshua Perez

“It’s not really about doing it
better because in one way, we’re
all supporting each other,” said
Hernandez. “But at the same
time, it’s like I want to do something that people are in awe of.”
According to Hernandez, it
took the officers a while to find
how to do that, but he believes
these events have helped celebrate the entire month and
thinks that LAC Night will be the
perfect ending to the festivities
which he emphasized are not
only for Latino students, but for
the campus as a whole.
“For our club, [and] for me, I
think the main goal is to always
create that atmosphere where
everyone is welcome,” Hernan-

dez said. “We don’t want to be
exclusive to just Latinos or people that speak Spanish. If you
want to learn about the culture,
we will welcome you.”

We don’t want to be
exclusive to just Latinos
or people that speak
Spanish. If you want to
learn about the culture,
we will welcome you.
While the month is nationally
recognized as Hispanic Heritage Month, LAC recognizes it
as Latin-American month as
better representative of the
Hispanic and Latino population
at Southern.

Chipotle to open in Chattanooga

WHICH PLACE WOULD YOU RATHER DINE IN?
According to a poll of 60 Southern students

Illustration Graphic by Kahelena Giltner

Nicole Dominguez
Lead Reporter
Chipotle is set to arrive this
fall on Gunbarrel Road to
replace of the former Famous
Dave’s near Hamilton Place. The
exact date of the opening has
not been revealed, but Chipotle
management confirmed that it
will arrive in late fall.
There has been a mixed reaction amongst some Southern
students about the arrival of
the Chipotle. Some students
have shown excitement at Chipotle being more available to
Southern’s campus and the
chance to fill cravings and
maintain loyalties.
“I feel like there are things
you can get at [Chipotle] that
you can’t get anywhere else,”
said Bailey Bryant, psychology

major sophomore.
“I’m very excited about the
Chipotle coming,” said psychology senior Luis Moreno. “I’m
from the north, so Chipotle is
definitely my go to restaurant.”
Some students, however, say
that they prefer other Mexican
restaurants in the area, like Dos
Bros, rather than Chipotle.
”[Chipotle] is too far out of my
way for a place that might not
offer a student discount and
not as good as a place that’s
literally five minutes away,”
said Emily Simmons, a general
studies sophomore.
Students such as physical
therapist assistant sophomore
Marissa Coffey, prefer Dos Bros’
quality of food.

“Dos Bros just tastes better
and is fresher,” Coffey said.
At this point in time, the
Southern Student Association
has not been able to guarantee a discount for Southern
students. However, the officers
plan to reach out to Chipotle
management to negotiate a
discount for Southern students.
The arrival of the Chipotle in
the Chattanooga area will bring
up the number of Chipotles in
the U.S. to 2,492 stores. Before
this, the closest Chipotle facilities to Southern were found
in either Kennesaw, Nashville,
Atlanta or Knoxville.
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Studying abroad: the experience of three students
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
At Villa Aurora in Italy, the
campus setting is very different
from Southern.
“As soon as you walk off
campus, you’re met with the
busyness of the city. It definitely feels quite a bit different
from Collegedale,” senior nursing student Caleb Miller said
of his experience abroad this
past summer.
This is just one aspect of what
students experience when they
study abroad: different cities,
foreign countries, different cultures and more.
The
Adventist
Colleges
Abroad (ACA) program allows
students at most North American Adventist universities, as
well as schools in Australia,
Canada and Puerto Rico, to
study abroad. There are currently over 200 students abroad
under the North American division of ACA.
This program allows undergraduate students to earn
academic credit in a year-long
program or a summer session.
Before applying, there are a
few requirements that need
to be met. One of them is hav-

Caleb Miller (top left) poses with his class abroad.
Photo courtesy of Caleb Miller

ing an intermediate language
proficiency in the language of
the country where the school
is located.
Some of the year-long programs that Southern offers are
in France, Spain, Brazil, Italy
and Austria. A summer session
is also available in Taiwan and
Jerusalem, according to the official ACA website.
The summer sessions usually offer nine credit hours,
and the year-long programs
offer 12-16, similar to a fulltime semester at Southern. The
price for a year-long program

Letter

The biggest similarity was the spiritual
emphasis as well as
the warmth of the
people… it reminded
me of Southern in that
aspect,” Miller said.
Despite the differences, students express that three of the
available schools, Newbold (UK),
Villa Aurora (Italy) and Escuela
Superior de Español (Spain),
have characteristics similar to
Southern. Miller said that parts

studying at Escuela Superior
de Español.
According to all three, being
in a different country can
be very challenging as there
are many things one takes
for granted.
“I really missed air conditioning. The last night I stayed [in
Italy], it was 103 degrees in my
bedroom with one small window,” Caleb Miller said. “You’d
just be laying in bed soaking
in sweat.”
Andrade also pointed out
that there is not a lot of space in
Spain as three people have to fit
into a two-person dorm room.
Besides housing facilities,
some students also expressed
that one of the things that has
been hard to adapt to has been
the food abroad.
“[I miss] the proximity of like
Taco Bell and Chick-fil-a…” Jake
Miller said.
He went on to say, “Everyone
should go abroad for at least
a semester.”
Students who are interested in applying can visit
acastudyabroad.com
for
more information.

Activate Southern partners
with City of Collegedale

continued from page 1
my Latin culture more fully. I
didn’t even know there was a
Latin American Club (LAC) for
the first two years I was here.
But since then, everything has
changed. I definitely give credit
to my roommate junior year
who encouraged me to meet
and hang out with more Latinos
on campus.
During my third year, I started
making more friends that spoke
Spanish and that were more in
tune with their culture. A year
and a half later, I find myself in
the latter half of my term as the
LAC President.
I never imagined that I would
be the president of such an
important club on campus. But
this has been the best experience for me since my arrival at
Southern. This club has been an
important aspect for me in my
personal life. It has given me the
chance to understand and even
learn more about my culturenot just as a Mexican-American
but as a Latino-American.
As president, it has been my
goal to make sure Latino students can feel at home with
LAC’s events by maintaining
a strong club and community
presence here on campus. Even
if you are not Latino, I want
to make you feel welcome in
our club and help educate you
about our culture.
This is why throughout the
year, LAC has made sure to be
very active with our members

ranges from about $16,000 to
about $19,000, depending on
the location.

of Villa Aurora reminded him
of Southern.
“The biggest similarity was
the spiritual emphasis as well
as the warmth of the people. …
It reminded me of Southern in
that aspect,” Miller said.
Sophomore business management major Jake Miller, who
is currently at Newbold, noticed
the similarity to Southern in
the faculty.
“The professors at both
schools care about you a lot.
…They’ll take time out of their
day to talk over lunch with you,”
he said.
These schools, however, still
have various differences from
Southern. According to Jake
Miller, the standards at Newbold are very different.
“It’s really lax here [at Newbold], like with curfew. …The
academic system is totally different… For some of my classes,
the only assignment I have is
a big paper at the end of the
semester,” said Jake Miller.
“Southern is safer and
way more open...The school
[in Spain] is smaller with a
lot less people who are just
closer together,” said Rebecca
Andrade, a junior nursing major

Julio Hernandez
Photo by Benjamin Williams

and students. We feel that we
have definitely accomplished
this goal by organizing and
being a part of over 15 events
in the past six months. All of
these events have led us to this
upcoming weekend. Your LAC
officers and plenty of club members have worked extremely
hard this year to make sure LAC
Night 2019 is a success.
I hope to see you all at Iles
Gym on Saturday night. Come
out, support your friends and
enjoy a great show! But do not
think that LAC will be done after
Oct. 12. We have plenty more
events to plan!

Your LAC officers and
plenty of club members
have worked extremely
hard this year to make
sure LAC Night 2019 is
a success.

I am just continuing the foundation that Mark Galvez and the
other former presidents have
laid in the past, and I hope that
whoever comes after me can
make LAC even better.

nity, and there has not been a
lot of community involvement
with the college or vice versa.
...We want to help blur that line
and actually integrate the community.”
According to Stone, this
partnership can also help students get the volunteer hours
Courtesy of Activate Southern
required by the school by being
Zailin Peña
more active around the comLead Reporter
munity. Volunteering with the
ties for students and community Collegedale Parks and RecActivate Southern has partmembers alike,” Hache said.
reation Department would
nered with Collegedale’s Parks
According to Hache, there is involve assisting with events
and Recreation Department in
a mutual benefit to these part- and programs.
an effort to get Southern stunerships. Activate Southern will
“We offer two different outdents and community members
help with community gardens door education classes that we
more active. They have created
to promote the Parks and Rec- would appreciate volunteers
different groups that meet on
reation Department, and in for; this includes our Eco OutSundays and those involved will
turn, the Parks and Recreation doors Explores with focuses on
have the opportunity to do
The partnership is to ecology and environmental
activities such as running,
science and our monthly
volleyball, and biking.
increase Southern’s
Outdoor Classroom that we
The partnership comes
exposure, to help the do in conjunction with the
as the school’s Christian
Collegedale Library,” Stone
Service Department encour- community and also to
said.
aged Activate Southern to
create more healthy
Additionally, there is a
reach out to the Parks and
activity options and community garden that is
Recreation Department. As
social opportunities in the stages of being built,
student wellness directors
and Stone said, “It’s in need
for students and
of Activate Southern, Kye
of volunteers.”
Hache and Michael Spectht,
community
Senior social work major
are facilitating the decision
Emily Brewer said, “I think
members
alike.
to get students and commuthis is a good idea. It gives
nity members involved.
Department will promote Acti- students a good chance to be
“The
partnership
is
to
vate Southern’s activities.
aware of what is going on outincrease Southern’s exposure,
Parks and Recreation pro- side of Southern and volunteer
to help the community and also
gram specialist Andy Stone said, outside of school.”
to create more healthy activity
“The college is in the commuoptions and social opportuni-

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Kids learn better outdoors
Research shows it. You know it from experience. Now, get
the degree that lets you do it better.

Southern advantages
Designed for classroom teachers and outdoor professionals
right here in Chattanooga at Southern Adventist University.
An entire MSEd in three semesters (choose a summer
or winter/fall sequence). Also available: professional
recertiﬁcation credit in math, language arts, science, and
social studies using the outdoors as a learning laboratory.

Winter and Summer cohorts available!

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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NEWS

(423)

Jayleen Alcantara sings while Julie Pereira accompanies her
on the piano. Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Laiza Silva packages pottery for a customer.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Joel Negrillo processes a Senate t-shirt purchase while Victoria
Manurung looks on. Photo by Danielle Laurent

Alex Hong and Addison Garcia serve Tsuchi Balls.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Jeremiah Samuel cuts hair at his booth.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Rachel Ibarbia-Atkinson and Helen Hernandez create custom cards.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez-Mayorquin

Photo by Danielle Laurent

NIGHT MARKET
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SPORTS

Latin-American athletes
David Runnels, II; Davy Ondrejka; Zach Roberts
Contributor

Alex Rodriquez
Dominican-American baseball player Alex
Rodriguez played shortstop and third base for
22 seasons, seven on the Seattle Mariners, three
on the Texas Rangers, and 12 on New York Yankees where he won the World Series in 2009. He
finished his career with 696 home runs and a
.295 batting average.

Diana Taurasi
Diana Taurasi is an Argentine-American guard
for the WNBA’s Phoenix Mercury. She is an MVP
and a nine-time all-star who has averaged 19.6
points per game over her 15-year career. She
was also the 2004 Rookie of the Year and was
named to the All-WNBA team 12 times.

Javier Ortega Desio
Javier Ortega Desio is an Argentine rugby
union player who plays as a loose forward for
the Argentine Super Rugby side Jaguares and
the Argentina national rugby union team. As a
loose forward, Desio must have great handling
skills and a defense tough as iron to lead the
tackling count for most of the games. Desio is
a great symbol of strength and determinationwith a “never quit” attitude for Argentina.

Manu Ginóbili
Argentine basketball player Manu Ginobili
played four years professionally in Italy and
the Euro League before making the jump to
the NBA. He was drafted in the 1999 NBA draft
bythe San Antonio Spurs and played all 16 seasons of his NBA career with the Spurs, where
he won four NBA Championships. Over his
career, he achieved All-Rookie Second Team,
All-Star status twice, All-NBA Third team three
times and a sixth Man of the Year.

Victor Cruz
Victor Cruz was a football wide receiver who
played for six seasons in the NFL. He was
the son of an African American father and
a Puerto Rican mother. Although he went
undrafted in 2010, he was picked up by the
New York Giants and won a Super Bowl with
them in 2012 and earned Pro Bowl honors
the same year. He finished his career with
303 receptions for 4549 receiving yards and
25 touchdowns. His famous salsa touchdown
celebration became an instant favorite and
endeared him to fans everywhere.

David Ortiz
David Ortiz, or ‘Big Papi’ as his fans call him,
is a retired Major League Baseball player who
played for 20 years with the Boston Red Sox
and is a top candidate for induction into the
MLB Hall of Fame. Ortiz was born and raised in
the Dominican Republic and after a long career
in the United States, he returned to his home
country to live and help those who are less fortunate. He was recently shot in a case of mistaken identity but has made a strong recovery
and is almost back to full health.

Shirley Cruz Traña
Shirley Cruz Traña is a Costa Rican soccer
player. Making a name for herself, she was
quickly recognized as a great creative midfielder
and playmaker. China noticed these skills and
now has her playing for them in their Chinese
Women&#39;s Super League, playing for club
Jiangsu Suning. Her impressive skills have also
earned her a Gold Medal in the Olympics.
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OPINION

Adventism in a Latino household
Torn between twwo
worldviews

A kaleidoscope of
culture

Anna Trochez
Contributor
As a first-generation Seventh-day Adventist, I witness a
clash between Latin American
culture and Adventist lifestyle
practices. Growing up in Miami,
Florida, a multicultural environment, I was exposed to many
worldviews, customs, traditions
and beliefs. I believe Christians
should not suppress their culture for the sake of worshiping
Jesus. Yet, there were times
when my culture and belief system were in constant conflict.
For instance, before my late
grandmother and mother converted to Adventism, they practiced Santeria, a pantheistic
Afro-Cuban religion involving
some elements of the Catholic
religion. They struggled with
abandoning certain practices
that Catholics believe. As a Protestant church, we believe in
Sola Scriptura, the Bible alone.
However, my grandmother and
mother still believed in the Bible
and exercising certain traditions
to be saved.
Soon, the church felt legalistic. Throughout my youth, I felt I
had to seek and earn God’s favor

Suny Cardenas-Gomez
Contributor
through both tradition and surrendering my convictions like
the way I dress, the music I
listen to, or going to movie
theaters with my friends from
academy. As a result, I became
depressed and felt alone among
the church congregation. I
thought that I could never be
the “perfect Christian girl” my
parents wanted me to be. The
worst part was my inflated pride
did not let me speak out about
my anxieties.
Latinos are prideful, loyal and
take pleasure in their culture,
heritage and families. Latin
Americans come from a collectivistic culture, which emphasizes the “needs of the whole.”
Because of this emphasis on
collectivity, unity and harmony
among Hispanics, culture tends
to be stressed more than individual function and stability. As
a result, I felt vulnerable speaking out about my personal
issues because they did not
affect “the whole.”

I was born in Cuba but I grew
up in Wisconsin. That makes
me a third-culture kid (TCK). A
TCK is a person raised in a different place from their parent’s
home country. TCKs experience
a blending of cultures. Adding
a layer of religion to a person’s
identity is similar to being a TCK.
The traditions of the religious
group interact with the person’s
national cultures, but the two
do not need to be in conflict.
Adventism is a denomination
with particularly strong cultural
traditions. This is where some
people get confused. The misunderstanding comes from
thinking “culture” is limited to
nationalities. In reality, culture
just refers to the shared beliefs,
values and practices of a group.
Any group can develop a shared
culture.
Adventist cultural practices,
though sometimes pervasive,
are not the same as Adventist
fundamental beliefs. Within the
discussion of Hispanic heritage,
the cultural practices of dancing,
wearing jewelry and drinking
coffee often come up. Many cul-

tures within Latin America share
these practices (but there is, of
course, not one exclusive definition for “Hispanic culture”). Of
these three practices, none are
specifically prohibited by the 28
SDA fundamental beliefs. SDA
beliefs do say believers should
practice Christian modesty and
take care of their health. However, specifically avoiding jewelry and coffee are interpretations of these principles. These
interpretations have become so
widespread within Adventism
that they have become part of
the Adventist cultural practice.
When a person becomes an
Adventist, his or her original
cultural identity does not dissolve. The Adventist culture just
adds a layer of complexity to
the mix. Deciding how to negotiate between ethnic cultural
practices, Adventist cultural
practices and personal spiritual
convictions is a choice people
need to make for themselves. I
do not believe that Adventism
and Latin American cultures
necessarily conflict. Instead, all
the different fragments of identity inside each of us can form
a kaleidoscope of culture that
shifts and changes with breathtaking beauty.

RELIGION

Hispanic churches vs.
American churches
Samuel Guerra
Contributor

A month and a half ago, I
hugged my family goodbye.
With tears of sadness and joy, I
took a plane from El Salvador to
come and study here at Southern.
It was my first time ever coming to the United States, and
the cultural shock has been
greater than I expected. In fact,
I am still getting used to it.
My first Sabbath here I
attended a Hispanic Church, but
since then I have visited seven
churches total. It has been a
great blessing to see and learn
from the different styles of worship.
As a pastor’s kid, I’ve spent
time in all kinds of churches;
from ones with many resources
and hundreds or thousands
of members, to churches with
twenty members that meet “in
the middle of nowhere” and are
struggling economically.

There are churches that do
not have enough resources to
buy a computer, a microphone
or speakers, and there are others that have air conditioning,
multi-colored lights and the
latest technology to worship
God. Either way, both are rich

something incredible about all of this
is that Adventist
churches in Latin
America and in the
U.S. have more similarities than differences
in their eagerness to know
Christ and share His message.
One of the biggest differences between the churches
in the U.S. and Latin American
churches, is that Latin American services are more conservative than the ones here.
I could even say that the level
of reverence is greater. And

while the same program is
almost always followed in all
churches, it is still enjoyable.
Another difference is that in
Hispanic churches you dedicate most of the Sabbath day at
the church. After lunch, which
tends to be a potluck, members get together to review the
lesson or study the Bible. Usually, they also stay longer for
choir practice or “sociedad de
jóvenes.”, and even after that
is done there tends to be some
sort of game night.
With
American
churches, on the other hand,
it seems like most members
leave right after the main
church service or the church
potluck is done. There is not
a lot of after-church-activities,
and if there is then it is probably something like a hike or
picnic, which happens outside
of the church building and
only a few stay for it.
Still, something incredible
about all of this is that Adventist churches in Latin America
and in the U.S. have more sim-

Samuel Guerra
Courtesy of Samuel Guerra

ilarities than differences. When
I think about this, two things
come to mind: First, our worship
style or the conditions of the
church location do not matter.
The sincerity of our hearts in
seeking God is more important
than anything. If we turn to God
with a spirit of surrender, then
our worship will be pleasing to
Him.
Jesus expressed it very well in
Luke 18:9-14. In this short story,
two types of worshipers are
compared: the Pharisee wanting to exalt himself while pray-

ing and the publican who did
not even want to raise his eyes
and hit his chest while begging
for mercy. In the end, we all
know who really pleased God.
The second thing that comes
to mind is that despite there
being more than 20 million
Adventists worldwide, we all
enjoy the Sabbath and we all
worship the same Creator. In
addition, we all have the same
great mission entrusted to us by
Jesus before He left this planet,
and with God’s help we will
accomplish it soon.

Confianza y felicidad
María José Morán
Contributor
“Muchas son las aflicciones
del justo, pero de todas ellas le
librará Jehová.”
Salmos 34:19
¿Por qué los problemas
aumentan en la vida cada vez
que decidimos acercarnos a
Jesús?
El versículo de hoy es la
respuesta. En este verso encontramos dos promesas.
La primera: “Muchas son
las aflicciones del justo,” y la
segunda: “De todas ellas le
librará Jehová.”
Si queremos ser auténticos,
debemos estar preparados para
recibir las dos promesas. La primera, que en este mundo tendremos momentos de dificultad.
Esto es Bíblico. Incluso Pablo

dijo que “a vosotros os es concedido...no sólo que creáis en
él, sino también que padezcáis
por él” (Filipenses 1:29). Pero
Jesús afirmó que “en el mundo

Dios restaura
nuestros sueños
destruidos y promete librarnos,
no eximirnos, del
problema.

tendréis aflicción pero confiad,
yo he vencido al mundo” (Juan
16:33).
Es por esto que el sufrimiento
es una realidad de la vida y es
inevitable, especialmente para
los que siguen a Jesús.
Pero debemos de apoyarnos
en la segunda promesa. Ella nos

afirma que el Señor liberará de
sus dificultades a todos los que
le siguen. Dios restaura nuestros sueños destruidos y promete librarnos, no eximirnos,
del problema.
Muchas veces una vida sin
problemas
es
considerada
como felicidad. La realidad es
que en nuestro mundo, las dificultades son parte de la vida
como las espinas son parte de
la rosas y como las lágrimas
son parte de la alegría. Sin
embargo, podemos ser felices
en medio de las dificultades si
sabemos administrarlas con
la certeza de que el Señor nos
ayudará en ellas.
Estas dificultades muchas
veces rompen nuestro corazón.

Sin embargo, Dios cura el corazón herido. Después de todo, la
intervención divina no tendría
sentido si el corazón no estuviera herido.
¿Qué aflicciones tienes hoy?
No importa. Antes de partir a
enfrentar tus dificultades memoriza este versículo y repítelo
a lo largo del día: “Muchas son
las aflicciones del justo, pero de
todas ellas le librará Jehová.”
Editor’s note:
This devotional was originally
written by Alejandro Bullón
but has been summarised by
our Religion Editor Maria Jose
Moran.
To read the full devotional go
to ministeriobullon.com
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Your local guide to:
Latino eateries
Christina Robinson
Contributor

Your Local Guide will be a monthly addition to the lifestyle section. It will provide an insight
into the different restaurants, coffee shops and events in the local area.
Looking for a place to go for date night this weekend? Looking for some authentic Latino
food? Interested in trying new dishes? Here is this month’s Your Local Guide to Latino eateries
in the Chattanooga, Tennessee, area.

Aji Peruvian Restaurant ($$) /
Ooltewah – It is one of my favorite restaurants in the area. My favorite part is that
they serve large portions that are always
packed with flavor. I highly recommend
trying this restaurant because you receive
a discount if you show your Southern student I.D. The restaurant is a family-owned
business and provides great customer
service.
Recommendation
Non-vegetarian: Rotisserie Chicken
Vegetarian: Arroz Chaufa (Peruvian
fried rice)

Conga Latin Food ($$) / Downtown
Chattanooga – If you’re looking for a
place with delicious guacamole, be sure
to check out Conga. It’s also perfect for
those on a college budget.
Recommendation
Non-vegetarian: Chicken Tortilla Soup –
served with avocado.
Vegetarian: Mexican Bandeja – comes
with two tacos, one quesadilla, fresh guacamole, white rice, black beans, sweet
plantains and sour cream.

Mayan Kitchen ($$) / Downtown
Chattanooga – Did you know that
City Café owns a Latin restaurant?
Check out this restaurant for date
night or even if you’re just looking
for a place to eat with friends downtown.
Recommendation
Non-vegetarian: Brisket Quesadilla – includes rice and beans,
guacamole, lettuce, tomatoes, sour
cream and salsa.
Vegetarian: Cheese Quesadilla
- includes rice and beans, guacamole, lettuce, tomatoes, sour cream
and salsa.
Pupuseria Marelyn ($$) – Downtown Chattanooga – Don’t judge
this restaurant by its outward
appearance.
This
Salvadorean
restaurant has some good deals like
its $2 pupusas and tacos. You can’t
beat that. Their tacos are made from
homemade corn tortillas, while their
pupusas are made moist and are
served with a good amount of filling.
Recommendation
Vegetarian: Spinach and Cheese
Non-vegetarian:
Churrasco
–
Pupusa
– inexpensive and filling.
steak topped with grilled chives and
jalapeños served with black beans
and rice.
La Bendicion Pupuseria Salvadorena ($) – Dalton, GA – Check out
this Salvadorian restaurant for their
authentic pupusas. They’re also
known for their fast service. They
serve their food hot and inexpensive–great for a college budget. Be
sure to try their plantain and corridor (a Salvadoran cabbage slaw).
Recommendation
Non-vegetarian: Chicken and
Cheese Pupusa
Vegetarian: Bean and Cheese
Pupusa

*Photos are provided through the community of Yelp.com
If you have any guide suggestions, let me know: christinarobinson@southern.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife
or tag @sauaccent instagram or twitter in your posts!

Story

#SAUlife
Danny Bonilla

dannywbonilla can I get a break? #SAUlife

Bryan Arvelo

bryanarvelo seeing these guys always makes my

Eunice Nihtzel Huesca

niki.huesca Happy National Hispanic Heritage
Month #SAUlife

Helen Silvestre

helensss25 Sabbath state of mind #SAUlife

day #SAUlife

Congratulations @jbean1213!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
Kevin is just trying to hold it down
until LAC Night so he settled with
a quick run by DosBros. Find him
in this issue to get yourself some
nachos too with a

Jasmin Mendez

Branyely Vega

$10 DosBros Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!

jam_i_am “If you see someone without a smile
give them one of yours” -Dolly Parton
#SAUlife

broyely It’s 69 degrees out today so I figured it’s
the last day to post my summer pics. RIP Summerw
#SAUlife
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HUMOR

How do you say it?
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-In-Chief

3.) How do you say kite in

do you say sweater in
7.) How
Spanish?

a) Cometa
b) Volantín
c) Papalote
d) None of the above

a) Suéter
b) Chompa
c) Chamarra
d) None of the above

4.) How do you say straw in

8.) How do you say belt in Spanish?

a) Popote
b) Pajilla
c) Pitillo
d) None of the Above

a) Faja
b) Correa
c) Cinturón
d) None of the above

1.) How do you say grass in

5.) How do you say car in

9.) How do you say glasses in

a) Pasto
b) Zacate
c) Grama
d) None of the above

a) Carro
b) Coche
c) Auto
d) None of the above

a) Lentes
b) Anteojos
c) Gafas
d) None of the above

2.) How do you say Corn in

6.) How do you say cake in

do you say socks in
10.) How
Spanish?

a) Pastel
b) Torta
c) Bizcochó
d) None of the above

a) Calcetines
b) Medias
c) Plantilla
d) None of the above

Though Spanish is the most common
language across Latin America, vocabulary can vary from country to country.
One time, my friends and I got into an
argument about the correct way to translate certain words. Needless to say, our
answers depended on which country we
were from. So, now we want to ask you:
How do you say _____ in Spanish?

Spanish?

Spanish?

a) Elote
b) Maiz
c) Mazorca
d) None of the above

Spanish?

Spanish?

Spanish?

Spanish?

Spanish?

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 10
68-96

October Preview Southern
Convocation 11 a.m. Church: GYCSE, Dean
Cullinane
Southern Sophomore Success 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room
Meet the Firms and Graduate Schools 12
p.m. - 2 p.m., Iles PE Center
Convocation 7 p.m. Thatcher Chapel:
GYCSE, Dean Cullinane

Saturday 12
65-88

Adoration 9 a.m., Church, David Ferguson
Renewal 11:45 a.m., Church, David Ferguson
Connect 11:45 a.m., Academy, Kris Echenroth
Evensong 7 p.m., Church, Chamber Ensembles
LAC Cultural Night, 9 p.m., Iles P.E. Center

SA Fall Festival: Fall Festival will be held on Sunday, Oct. 27
from 6 to 9pm. Come support student organizations on campus! If
you are a club leader, sign-ups for booths are still happening until
Oct. 18th! Contact Maddy Thomas (maddyt@southern.edu) if you
have any questions.

Friday 11
October Preview Southern (10-11) All
Day Campus
Southern Sophomore Success 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room
Sunset 7:10 p.m.
Campus Vespers 7:30 p.m., Church:
uQuest Missions
GYCSE Vespers 8 p.m., Thatcher Chapel, David Wright
Star Watch 8 p.m. Hickman Parking Lot

62-90

Weekly Birthdays

Sunday 13
Wind Symphony Concert, 7:30 p.m.,
Collegedale Church, 2 cultural credits

64-85

Monday 14
47-75

U.S. Postal Services Closed

Wednesday 16
51-78

McKee Library Closes, 5 p.m. McKee Library
KR’s Place Closed, 5 p.m.
Student Center Closes, 5 p.m.

Tuesday 15
45-78

TODAY

Sunday | 13

Wednesday | 16

John Kent

Tyra Castle

Averie Alexander

Jake Miller

Ermitha Mercier

Andreas Janzen

Alexandra Rima

Seth Neria

Jayson Rhea

Cynthia Wen

Autumn White

Richard Thomas

Melanie Wilhelm

Monday | 14

Thursday | 16

Friday | 11

Adam Butler

Andy Alba

Britney Goldsmith

Aaron Hong

Eduardo Martinez

Tashala Hill

Vo Huy

Armando Reid

Hyein Lee

Raven Morgan

Campbell Wurl
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VM money SOAP back on Ocoee
drive
Zailin Peña
Lead Reporter
The Village Market is hoping
to begin a money drive this
month to support the Chattanooga Community Kitchen
to feed and find homes for
those in need. The fundraiser
will begin soon and continue
until Thanksgiving.
The cashiers at the Village
Market will be asking customers at checkout to donate a dollar to Chattanooga Community
Kitchen and will be scanning
donation cards. Customers will
be able to put their names on
the given donation card. At the
end of the drive, a report will
be run to see how much money
they raised.
In September, Jackie Rose,

SOAP trip on the Ocoee River in 2012. Photo courtesy of Marketing University Relations

indicate the services provided by
commercial entities. The proper
phrasing should say that SOAP
is “leading” whitewater rafting
trips on the Ocoee. SOAP’s use
of the term “guiding,” alerted
Wright that Southern might be
charging students for the trips.
In the letter Wright wrote,
“You are to immediately discontinue all operations on the
National Forest. In accordance
with U.S. Forest Service regulations, Southern Adventist University must have a special use
authorization for this use of
National Forest System lands.”
On Sept. 5 Harris responded
to the letter in an email to realty
specialist for the National Forest
Service, Debbie Abel, in hopes
of regaining the privilege of taking students on the Ocoee.
“[The letter] came as a surprise because we thought
we were operating within the
boundaries of the law,” Harris wrote. “…As I read the policy of the National Forest, we

should not be considered a
commercial entity.”
In his email Harris confirmed that SOAP should still
be allowed to raft on the Ocoee
because according to the Forest Service Handbook 2709.14,
chapter 50, only commercial
entities require special-use
authorization, and according to
the Code of Federal Regulations
title 36, part 251, section 51,
SOAP is not a commercial entity.
Further, Harris clarified, SOAP
has adhered to the guidelines
for noncommercial use of the
Ocoee outlined in the Rules of
Tennessee Department of Conservation Chapter 0400-02-10
Requirements for Conducting
Rafting Services Ocoee River.
Harris closed the email saying, “…Please reconsider allowing Southern Adventist University to continue to use the
National Forest. Not only does
it introduce a young group to
the great resources here in our

The quest to fill requests Home(coming) up next:

munity members reached out
to the school expressing their
desire for the event to continue, and Price was tasked with
the responsibility.
According to Price, the
revamped show will include
aspects that are supposed to
appeal more to students and
help Southern engage more
with the community and not just
alumni. Tasty Donuts, Fat Boy’s
Roadside Eats, and Clumpies’
Ice Cream are some of the food
vendors that will be present at
the event. Price also mentioned
that there will be a race car simulator along with music provided by the School of Music’s
Jazz Ensemble.
“I recognize this as an opportunity to showcase our campus
and who we are and what we
have to offer the community,”
Price said.
Price said there were over
50 people signed up to display
their cars as of Tuesday afternoon, but they are hoping to fill
the 75 available spots available
at the Mabel Wood parking lot.
Apart from these smaller-scale events, there are also
a few larger events planned
for the weekend. Southern’s
male choir, Die Meistersingers,
hosts a reunion concert every
five years during Homecoming
Weekend, where anyone who
has been a past member is
invited to sing with the group.
Bruce Coston, a 1989 alumnus who will be participating in
the reunion, was first exposed
to the group at a youth conference in Miami in 1976 as a high
school sophomore. He believes
there is something special
about an all male choir.

Trisney Bocala
Copy Editor
After a miscommunication
led Southern Adventist University’s Outdoor Adventure
Program (SOAP) to be temporarily suspended from leading
Ocoee River whitewater rafting
trips, SOAP has received permission to take students on the
river again.
According to Mike Harris,
director of Adventure Programming, the program has provided students with the opportunity to raft the Ocoee, led by
trained students and faculty
from Southern, since the fall
of 2009 when SOAP was established. These Ocoee trips were
a student and staff favorite,
taking participants on whitewater excursions through fiveand-a-half-miles of Class III and
IV rapids.
This semester, however, an
email sent out on Sept. 3 by
Anna Plank, graduate assistant

Associate store
manager of the
Village Market,
Dee Franks, said,
“We appreciate any
amount that can
be given.
manager of the Village Market,
went to the Chattanooga Community Kitchen along with his
church and family to feed those
in need. Rose got the idea to
help out the organization by
having cashiers offer customers
a donation card in the Village
Market.
According to Dee, the amount
expected to be raised depends
on the customers. Associate
store manager of the Village
Market, Dee Franks, said, “We
appreciate any amount that can
be given.” She also talked about
See DRIVE on page 3

Tips for lowering the
need for maintenance
Don’t put anything in
front of the AC unit
for better airflow

[The letter]
came as a surprise
because we thought
we were operating
within the boundaries of the law,”
Harris wrote. “…As
I read the policy of
the National Forest,
we should not be
considered a
commercial entity.
rafting trips, which, according
to Wright, is the term used by
the National Forest Service to
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Take care of
your belongings

for Adventure Programming,
informed SOAP participants
that all scheduled Ocoee rafting
trips had been canceled.
Harris explained that this was
because on Aug. 21, he received
a cease and desist letter from
the Cherokee National Forest
Ocoee/Hiwassee Ranger District of the United States Department of Agriculture, signed by
district ranger Michael Wright.
SOAP claimed to be “guiding”

Leave your shower
curtains open to dry
to prevent mold

3

Alumni class of 1968 celebrate Alumni Weekend.
Photo courtesy of Ashley Fox

Joel Guerra
News Editor
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Check the status of your
requests online to stay informed

Submit your requests online
through the Residence Life website

5

Illustration by Kahelena Giltner

Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
An average of 3,000 dorm
maintenance requests are submitted by students each school
year, according to Dusty Miller,
the supervisor for small maintenance needs in the residence
halls and Village at Southern.
Maintenance is the campus’
first wave of defense when it
comes to addressing physical
problems in the dorms. Ranging

from six to eight student workers, the department focuses
on small repairs that include
door lock issues, room furniture
and basic AC repairs. When a
request is too complicated for
groups, it is referred to Plant
Services, which focuses on the
larger maintenance issues on
campus such as plumbing, electrical and larger AC units.
See MAINTENANCE on page 2

Southern’s Annual Homecoming Weekend kicks off
today with Convocation at Collegedale Church and will continue with over a dozen festivities throughout the weekend.
Although this event does not
focus on students, there are
various activities this weekend that students will be able
to attend such as the Bietz
Center for Student Life Construction Celebration and the
16th Annual Antique/Classic
Car Show.
According to Ashley Fox,
assistant director of Alumni
Relations, this is part of the
Alumni Relations Office’s effort
to incorporate students into
Homecoming Weekend more
successfully this year.
At the celebration ceremony,
students and alumni will have
the opportunity to sign their

names on the construction
beams and leave their mark on
the building before it is finished.
“It’ll be behind a wall, but it’s
kind of cool because they can
make their mark on this building and be a part of this building
for generations to come,” Fox
said. “So we really encourage
It’ll be behind a wall but
it’s kind of cool because they
can make their mark on this
building and be a part of this
building for generations to
come.” Fox said. “So we really
encourage students to come
out for that.

students to come out for that.”
Another way that students
can engage with Homecoming Weekend is through the
revamped Antique/Classic Auto
Show on Sunday from 12-3 p.m.
led by School of Business professor Teshia Price.
Though the event has existed
for many years, attendance and
participation have diminished
slowly over time. However, com-

See OCOEE on page 3

See ALUMNI on page 2
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continued from page 1
“It’s a male chorus so the
sound is very different than a
typical [Soprano, Alto, Tenor,
Bass] choir ” Bruce Coston said.
“It was very, very powerful and
I was just blown away when I
first heard it so when I got to
college, it was the group that I
wanted to be in.”
Though the group usually
performs
more
traditional
Christian music, Cynthia Coston, 1989 alumnus and wife of
Meistersinger Bruce Coston,
believes that this concert can
still provide something of value
to college students.
“There is not necessarily an
immediate draw for a current
student to go watch a bunch
of old people reliving the glory
days.” Cynthia Coston said.
“[But] there is something very
enlightening
and
uplifting
about watching and listening
people perform or describe
something that they are
passionate about.”
The concert is set to take
place on Saturday afternoon at
4p.m. at Collegedale Church.
Besides these events, there
are plenty of other activities
that are geared more towards
alumni, such as Saturday’s
Golden Anniversary Reunion,
which is intended for alumni
who graduated 50 years ago
in 1969. The reception will be
hosted by 1969 Student Association President Ted Hamilton.

VM adds more meal plan options for
students

VM customers pay for items at cashiers. Photo courtesy of Estefania Sanchez

Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
The Village Market (VM) is
adding more meal plan options
for students. Some of the new
options include produce items
such as vegetable and dip packs
and bulk items such as nuts and
dried fruit. Meal plan items can
be recognized by a green dot
or bar on the price tags. Prices
vary by container size and
market value.
Although these food items
can be purchased through meal
plan, student discounts are not
applied to certain VM products.
According to Retail and Auxiliary Operations Associate Vice

Maintenance
Brayden Viehmann, a former maintenance worker and
current senior construction
management major remembers the stress of handling so
many requests.
“From my three years of working for the Maintenance Department, it’s part-time people trying to complete full-time jobs,”
Viehmann said. “There would be
times where we [would] come
into work for the day, for our
little two-hour shift or as much
as we can, log onto the computer and [there would be] 100
plus work orders. It gets intense
over there.”

From my three
years of working for
the Maintenance
Department, it’s
part-time people
trying to complete
full-time jobs,”
Viehmann said.
Viehmann said maintenance
devised a level of importance
from high to low priorities to
deal with the flood of requests.
Elizabeth Dresser, a Southern
Village resident who has experienced various maintenance
needs over the course of this
semester, ranging from AC malfunctions, a broken window and
a broken freezer, approves of
the priority list.
“There is a certain level of
a priority,” Dresser said. “If
someone’s AC unit goes out,

continued from page 1

please fix that before you fix
my window. I will live with a
broken window, but they need
their AC.”
Some students, such as Elena
Holway, only agreed with the
levels priority to some extent.
“Yeah, but also it shouldn’t
take six months [to fix stuff],”
Holway said. “There should be
somewhere in between. This is
a lower priority. But, at some
point, it seems like it should
become a priority, ‘cause if that
many high priority things are
happening, then that’s an issue
on the other side; or maybe
they didn’t fix it properly before
or maybe they should consider
replacing things rather than
just updating them.”
According to Viehmann, the
number of maintenance workers has grown slightly to accommodate the needs. There were
only six student workers last
year and this year the maintenance department has grown
to have 10 student workers.
“Luckily, they’ve increased the
amount of staff that they have
working for them; so they’re
staying more on top of it for
sure… But I understand from a
student’s perspective, it’s like,
‘Oh my goodness, it takes [maintenance] a long time to get my
stuff fixed.’ But from actually
working for [Miller] for a while,
I understand that there’s a lot
you have to do,” Viehmann said.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For any questions, comments,
and article submission
information email us at
accent@southern.edu
For all advertising inquiries, email
John Landis at
johnlandis@southern.edu

President Russell Orrison, student discounts are only applied
to items bought at entities that
fall under the Food Services
Department such as the cafeteria, the Kayak, KR’s Place and
the Deli, which is housed inside
the VM.
Because the VM store is not
managed by Food Services, student discounts are not applied
to non-deli products.
“The reason for that is the
$450 fee that students are
assessed goes entirely to food
services,” Orrison said. “Village Market doesn’t get a piece
of that. So, because of that,
they can’t discount their prod-

uct because they don’t have
an offset.”

We’re constantly
looking to see how we
can better serve our
students so that they’re
happy with what they’re
eating.
The Village Market made
this change in reaction to the
student voice.
“The big reason why we’re
doing that is just to provide
greater value to the students,”
Orrison said. “We have been
hearing some students say that
they have difficulty spending
down their entire meal plan

every year. So, administration
has listened and heard that.
What we’re attempting to do
is expand the product offering
within the Village Market to better help them spend down their
meal plan dollars.”
Students have expressed different opinions over the new
meal plan additions.
“I think that this new selection
of options may prove to be useful to students who struggle to
utilize all of their meal plan. But
personally, I am not one of those
students,” junior biology major
Maddie Tsuchiya said. “Therefore, it doesn’t really make a
difference to me whether I buy
these items on student charge,
meal plan, cash, or credit card.
While I would have appreciated
the new additions more if it had
included a discount, it is always
nice to have more rather than
fewer options when it comes to
meal plan.”
According to Assistant Store
Manager Dee Franks, the VM
is always looking to add more
meal plan products.
“We’re constantly looking to
see how we can better serve
our students so that they’re
happy with what they’re eating,”
Franks said. “We appreciate
the students.”

LEAD hires student canvassers
Xander Ordinola
Lead Reporter
Of all the ways students can
earn money on campus, canvassing is an option that grants
more than just monetary gain,
according to LEAD Program
Director Vlastimil Hybl. To Hybl,
canvassing helps develop a
stronger spiritual life and foster
new relationships in a professional environment.
My ability to speak
with people and actually
get a message across has
improved so much because
of canvassing.
LEAD stands for Literature
Evangelism Adventism Disciple
and while there are other programs that have similar objectives, this program is specific to
Southern. Located next to the
Village Market, the LEAD office
has employed 18 students this
semester and Hybl is open to
taking more. Before a canvassing trip, students arrive at the
office where transportation is
waiting to take them to different
sections of Chattanooga. Once
there, students start knocking
door to door, attempting to sell
Christian books to the people of
that neighborhood.
“It’s very rewarding for students that want to do something really meaningful,” said
Hybl. “This is a work of faith.
Going outside of your room and
from the minivan and going to
the parking lot and going to the
street, that’s action. [That’s] putting faith in action.”
Money is an important fac-
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tor for any job and students
in canvassing earn 50 percent
of their profits. However, for
sophomore education major
Misael Polanco, he believed it
provided more than that since
it gave him the ability to open
up with others and allow him to
explore new relationships and
strengthen current ones.
“Before I started canvassing
I was the shyest kid,” Polanco
said. “...but because of canvassing, I’ve had an experience of
growth. My ability to speak with
people and actually get a message across has improved so
much because of canvassing.”
Though occasionally overlooked, canvassing goes beyond
creating friendships and filling
students’ wallets, according to
sophomore business administration major Nikki Huesca. For

her, the spiritual aspect of the
job empowers students to step
outside of their comfort zone
and attempt things they never
thought they could.
“It is wonderful to see how
God can still use a sinner like
me to reach more and more
people for Christ,” Huesca said.
“It’s been a blessing in my life
but I also discover[ed] that I
[have] been able to bless others
and touch other people’s lives
because of this youth publishing ministry. It was awesome to
see God working every day.”
Students who are interested
in registering can go online to
the LEAD website and can apply
there. Training occurs every Friday at 1p.m. where students are
taken to the field and shadow
the more experienced students.

Benjamin Olivier canvassing with LEAD.
Photo courtesy of Vlastimil Hybl
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AfterGlow adds variety

Laiza Silva, Diana Alarcon and Donte Brooks pose in front of artwork for
a picture. Photo by Hannah Moyer

Bailey DuBose
Staff Writer
Starting this semester at
Southern Adventist University,
junior theology major Bryan
Arvelo has revived the AfterGlow worship program by adding variety and purpose.
According to Associate Chaplain Anna Bennett, AfterGlow
was always a hit-or-miss in
years past because it lacked
a passionate leader. Beginning this semester, Arvelo has
stepped up to organize and
manage the program. According to Bennett, this year, AfterGlow has a newfound emphasis on prioritizing community
and belonging.
“Sometimes a ministry won’t
take place unless there’s a student who’s passionate about
leading it and has the vision

and the leadership to be able to
carry it out,” Bennett said. “So
in some past years, we haven’t
had AfterGlow because there
hasn’t been someone passionate about leading it.”
According to Bennett, along
with a motivated leader, other
factors that contributed to the
differences made this year are
the earlier start of 7:30 p.m. for
vespers to give more time for
AfterGlow, a consistent place to
hold it in the church’s new wing
and the consistency of having it
each week.
Sometimes a ministry won’t
take place unless there’s a
student who’s passionate
about leading it and has the
vision and the leadership to
be able to carry it out... said
Bennett

Arvelo said that, to him, the
entire purpose of AfterGlow
is “to [be intentional about]

our student’s Sabbath hours
with Jesus.”
This year, AfterGlow consists
of several different activities
happening at once. Some of
the things they offer are a jam
session, an art room, pet therapy, a movie room and a question-and-answer session.
“I definitely like that there’s
so many things to do because,
you know, everybody’s different, and there’s something for
everybody,” said Ashley Stirewalt, a sophomore nursing
major.
AfterGlow takes place right
after vespers every Friday
night in the South Atrium of
the church. There is no worship credit given for attending, unlike most other worship
opportunities
like
vespers,
LifeGroups, and Morning Meds.
“I think that AfterGlow plays
a crucial role in the spiritual
development of the students
because it’s not required,” said
Kaiya Lane, sophomore education major. “And because AfterGlow is, I guess free choice, free
will, everyone goes because
they want to. And so everyone
there is of like mind and has
a goal to either socialize with
their friends or just worship. I
feel like that’s a really beautiful
thing about AfterGlow.”

Fall into fun at Fall Festival

Ocoee

continued from page 1
area, it also allows us a place
to speak about taking care of
the land.”
In an email on Sept. 30, Abel
replied, “Based on the fact that
Southern Adventist University
appears to be operating within
the scope of the current regulations: They do not ‘charge or
require any kind of reimbursement for the trip–no goods or
services are exchanged for the
trip,’ nor do they ‘require the
students to be part of a club or
make them pay any kind of fee,’
[and] their group size is less
than 75, [therefore,] they do not
require a special use permit.”
“Now that they have established we are not charging, we
will be running trips again in the
spring,” Harris said.
SOAP participants are excited
to hear that rafting opportunities on the Ocoee are
available again.
“The memories I’ve made on
the rafting trips with Southern
have been some of my most
favorite memories in college
so far [and] I am happy to hear
that Southern is able to take
students on the Ocoee rafting trips again,” junior nursing
major Kaitlin Callahan said.

Nicole Dominguez
Lead Reporter

Southern will be hosting the
annual Fall Festival on the track
field behind Hulsey Wellness
Center on Oct. 27 at 6 p.m. This
year, the event will feature a
maze, reusing the cardboard
boxes from the Welcome Party
hosted at the beginning of the
year, pumpkins, hay bails, apple
cider and more.
Social Vice President Maddy
Thomas wants the festival to be
a callback to classic fall festivals,
and she wants to “make it as fun
as it was when we were kids.”
I can’t wait to see all of
the fun stuff the clubs will be
doing and enjoy the fall experience,” graduate student,
Fallon Fields, said.

The heart of the festival will
be booths run by multiple clubs
on campus. Each student will
be given 10 tickets, each worth
75 cents, which can be used as
currency for the booths. At the
end of the night, the clubs can
exchange tickets they received
for cash, allowing each club
to decide how its money will
be used.
“Fall Festival is basically an
opportunity for clubs to raise
money,” Thomas said.
According to Thomas, the
event will feature over 20
clubs, including the Jonathan
Club, Communication Club,
and Southern Striders. All
booths will be hosting a variety

of games.
The majority of the clubs will
be using the money earned to
fund club activities and events.
For example, the Southern
Striders will “use the revenue
from this event to continue providing our weekly club breakfast, which happens after our
group runs together each Sunday morning,” said club president, Rachel Flerchinger.
Having events such as the
Fall Festival introduces the students to the diverse clubs that
Southern has to offer through
engaging, interactive booths.
The festival has been appreciated by Southern students,
and for some is a highlight of
the season.
“I’m excited for Fall Festival!
I can’t wait to see all of the fun
stuff the clubs will be doing and
enjoy the fall experience,” graduate student, Fallon Fields, said.

Southern participates
in archaeological dig
Kelly Gustrowsky
Contributer
Five people from Southern,
headed by Michael Hasel, professor of Near Eastern Studies
and Archaeology and Director
of the Institute of Archaeology,
took part in an archaeological
dig in Israel from Sept. 15-20.
They joined a larger team from
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Haifa University.
The object of their excavations was the lower city gate at
Tel Hazor.
“Hazor is the most important
and largest site in Canaanite
Israel,” Hasel said. “It is mentioned frequently in the Old Testament; it is the most important
site that the Bible describes
being destroyed in the conquest of Joshua.”

Southern is one of
the only archaeology
programs actively
working in Israel.”
Hasel said. “ [and]
we’re one of the few
American institutions
that have co-directed
projects in Israel.
Katherine
Hesler,
Southern archaeology alumna who
attended the dig, was excited
about this spot.
“This site, Hazor, was a large,
important city in antiquity. So,
it’s a really awesome site with
tons of amazing finds,” she said.
“So it would probably be crazy
as an archaeologist to turn
down a chance to dig there at
least once.”
Half of the gate had been previously excavated in the 1950s.

“This was an exploratory project to see whether we might
want to consider this as a training ground for our archaeology
students and other Southern
students,” Hasel said.
The lower city itself is 180
acres, huge for an ancient city.
Gates served an important role.
City leaders, elders and other
important figures conducted
business there.
Juan Mora, a Southern alumnus who is studying at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
was a part of the dig and is a
firm believer in its importance.
“[It provides] students the
opportunity to receive training in field methodology,”
he said. “It also shows that
Southern’s previous work at
Tel Lachish and Khirbet Qeiyafa was well received by the
archaeology community since
the Hebrew University invited
Southern again.”
“Southern is one of the only
archaeology programs actively
working in Israel.” Hasel said.
“[And] we’re one of the few
American institutions that have
co-directed projects in Israel.”
Archaeology students are
not the only ones who can join
future digs.
Hasel said, “Final decisions
have not been made at this
point, but those interested
can contact the Institute
of Archaeology.”
In the eyes of Christians,
Biblical lands have always
been important hubs for excavation, and Southern strives
to play a large part in their
scientific exploration.

Hazor excavation site. Photo courtesy of Michael Hazel

Drive

continued from page 1

the importance behind this
money drive: “God has put us
here to help others, and everyone should do whatever they
can to help.”
According to Rose, in November, the Village Market will start
having the cashiers round up
their change as an initiative to
help students eat on campus.
“Lots of students don’t have
enough to eat,” said Rose.

In 2018, there were at least
322 homeless people in Chattanooga, according to News
Channel 9.

Courtesy of Maddy Thomas

BS DEGREE
TO
DNP
Skip the master’s!
Become an advanced practice nurse
and earn a doctor of nursing practice
at the same time.
Our new BS to DNP program mentors bachelor’s
degree-level graduates, as they gain the necessary
RN experience, through an advanced nursing
practice emphasis of their choice. No previous
clinical experience required.

Options include:
• DNP/MBA
• Lifestyle Medicine
• Nurse Educator
• Nurse Practitioner
(emphases include Acute Care–Adult/Gerontology,
Primary Care–Adult/Gerontology, Family, and
Psychiatric Mental Health)

Call or visit online to find out
how to get started.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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LAC NIGHT

Emily David and Gabriela Iadisernia dance during the pre-show.
Photo by Ziarah Carrillo

Kevin Acosta gives closing remarks.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Eduardo Martinez and Evelyn Martinez take a bow.
Photo by Danielle Laurent

Tatyana Toro and Kyle Salas perform fight scene.
Photo by Ziarah Carrillo

LAC Night actors dance during the play.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Mile Pinero sings during LAC Night pre-show.
Photo by Xander Ordinola
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Intramurals
Update

A Wild Ride: The MLB
Playoff Drama Continues

Xavier Snyder
Contributor

David Runnels II
Contributor

Ohana
Courtesy of Southern Intramurals

As the cooler weather moves
in, futsal has concluded its season, and flag football is wrapping up the regular season and
beginning its playoffs this week.
In the Ladies’ Futsal championship game, Ohana upset the
previously undefeated MVPs
despite only having three wins in
the regular season.
On the Men’s side of futsal, B
league teams GAMJA (6-0-1), and
the Green Cards (6-0-1), went
head-to-head in the championship game after finishing the regular season with a tied record.
GAMJA won the high-scoring
matchup 14-11. In A league, a
clear favorite was able to finish
off the tournament on a strong
note. Classic XI (7-0) defeating
Real Madrazo (5-2) with a score
of 6-2.
Flag football has also been
exciting in both Men’s and Women’s leagues this season. For the
ladies, the Shlippery Girls and
the Freshman Fifteen are tied
for first with a matching record
of 6-1.

In Men’s B League, Lights,
Kamara, Action currently leads
the pack with a 7-1 record. On
the flip side, the Title IX Reporters are dead last at 0-8 after
losing in a shootout against
Hooked on a Thielen with a
score of 78-72.
Aden Sikes, a freshman math
major and member of the Title
IX Reporters, said, “After losing
this badly, hopefully we can get
Tua in the draft. That’s how this
works, right?”
In Men’s A league, the Shlippery Bois (6-0) currently have a
commanding lead in the standings.

After losing this
badly, hopefully
we can get Tua in
the draft. That’s
how this works,
right?

October produces images of
sweater weather, leaves changing colors, and pumpkin patches
for most people. But for sports
fans, October means the beginning of the Major League Baseball Playoffs and ultimately, the successful. Instead, fans were
able to see baseball heavyWorld Series.
This year’s playoffs have defi- weights battle it out on the field.
nitely been a rollercoaster thus The Houston Astros emerged
far. The biggest surprise has from the rubble by beating the
been the Washington Nationals, Tampa Bay Rays in five hardwho made the playoffs as a wild fought games, which set them
card and barely beat the Milwau- up for a showdown with the
kee Brewers 4-3. After this, they New York Yankees.
The Yankees were the best
shocked the nation by beating
offensive
team in the counthe National League-leading
Los Angeles Dodgers in a dra- try, but struggled defensively
because of weak pitching
matic fashThe biggest against the Astros. In
ion. In the
surprise has
game two, Carlos Correa
10th inning
been
the
Washcrushed a walkoff homer
of a winnert a k e s - a l l ington Nation- in the 11th inning to tie
game
five, als, who made the series at one game
Howie Kend- the playoffs as apiece, and in game six
rick blasted a wild card and Jose Altuve hit a walkoff
homer in the bottom
a
410-foot
barely beat
grand slam
the Milwaukee of the ninth to win the
series, and clinch the
to
cenBrewers 4-3.
Astro’s second World
ter field to
Series berth in the last
secure
the
win for the underdog Nation- three years.
With the World Series quickly
als. They followed this win by
sweeping the St. Louis Cardinals approaching, the storylines
to make their first World Series are certainly fascinating. Will
Houston’s pitching and wellin franchise history.
On the American League side, rounded juggernaut of a team
the underdogs were much less roll to a championship? Or do

the underdog Nationals have
one last surprise up their
sleeve to shock the world?
The Nationals stole game
one 5-4 behind a single,
double and home run from
20-year old sensation Juan
Soto. Gerrit Cole uncharacteristically gave up 5 runs in
7 innings.

With the World
Series quickly
approaching,
the storylines
are certainly fascinating.
Will Houston’s
pitching and
well-rounded
juggernaut of
a team roll to a
championship? Or
do the underdog
Nationals have
one last surprise
up their sleeve to
shock the world?

NFL Week 7 Recap: Reigning MVP Patrick Mahomes’
Leaves the Game Injured
Noah Collins
Contributor

Classic XI
Courtesy of Southern Intramurals

Lights Kamera Action
Courtesy of Southern Intramurals

Arguably, the biggest storyline of the week is the injury
that was sustained by Patrick
Mahomes during the Chiefs
30-6 rout of the Broncos.
Already coming into the game
with a bad ankle, Mahomes
injured his knee on a quarterback sneak and had to exit the
game, leaving the offense in the
hands of Matt Moore. Thankfully for the Chiefs, a recent MRI
showed that there is no major
damage to Mahomes’ knee, and
he is timetabled to return after
about three weeks of rest and
rehab.
The injury to Mahomes
sparked another controversial
conversation with the NFL at its
core. Fans and players are questioning how ethical and responsible it is to ask players to play
another game on only three
days of rest. Many players in the
past have had season-ending
and even career-ending injuries
on Thursday Night Football, and
speculators are attributing it to
the amount of rest that players
get between games. It will be

interesting to see how the NFL
responds to this criticism.
On top of this, the most prominent criticism that the NFL is
facing is related to the referees.
Both players and fans are in
outrage over the quality of how
games are being called, and
many are calling upon the NFL
to make a change immediately.
Clay Matthews stated in a
tweet that “the storyline for the
2019 season continues to be the
refs’ inability to make the accurate calls week-in and weekout…” and then criticized the
head of officiating for always
siding with the refs. In response,
the NFL promptly fined Matthews $12,500. Matthews was
upset because he was called for
a roughing-the-passer penalty
that many believe didn’t actually
happen.
Week seven was filled with
players who packed the stat
sheet and frustrated opposing teams. Aaron Rodgers
completed 80.6 percent of
his passes for 429 yards, five
passing touchdowns and no

interceptions with a perfect
passer rating. Perhaps even
more impressive was Marvin
Jones Jr., wide receiver of the
Detroit Lions, who caught 10
passes for 93 yards and an
impressive four TD’s in the
Lions loss to the Vikings. We
will see if Rodgers and Jones
will keep up their streak in
week eight. The Patriots
marched to 7-0 on Monday
night, with their defense
forcing six turnovers and
causing Jets QB Sam Darnold
to say he was ‘seeing ghosts’
out on the field. Along with
the 49ers, they remain undefeated.
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OPINION

To impeach or not impeach?
Cool your jets,
Democrats
Erik Lorenz
Contributor

Impeaching Donald Trump
could be the Democratic Party’s greatest achievement since
electing the first African American president. Trying to impeach
him and failing, however, would
be worse for Democrats than
losing the election to Trump in
the first place and it could be
dangerous for the future.
The news is buzzing with
Democrats
talking
about
impeaching Trump. Here’s a
basic summary explaining why:
Trump called the Ukrainian
president and asked him to
investigate Joe Biden. Because
Biden is a Democratic presidential candidate, many Democrats
feel that Trump’s phone call was
an attempt to damage a political opponent, which could be
grounds for impeachment.
Failing to impeach
Trump would be disastrous
for the Democrats. For one
thing, Trump and his supporters would have an easy way to
counter any Democrat accusing
Trump of committing crimes.
Republicans would gloat over
Trump’s innocence supposedly
being proven for years, pointing
to the failed impeachment as
a prime example of the bogus
“witch hunt” led by Democrats.
Also, if Trump remained in
office after surviving impeachment, it would be the single
greatest media boost to his

Stick to what you
believe

re-election campaign
that Trump has ever
received. He would use
it to rile up his supporters and drown out the
Democrats. It would
be like handing Trump
the election on a silver
platter!
Democrat
politicians would face
major embarrassment and
backlash from their supporters.
Democrats might accuse their
representatives of botching
the impeachment, and would
lose votes as their supporters
deserted, fed up with their party’s failure.

Amber Salibio
Contributor
Just do it. How many times
have you heard those words
being said? Do you think it’s
good advice? Despite what
you may think, there are times
where it is necessary to stop
debating and just act. This is
exactly
what the
D e m ocrats
h a v e

decided to do.
Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi has declared that the
House of Representatives is
going to go ahead and look
into the process of impeaching
Trump. For a while now, she,
along with other moderate
Democrats, have been hesitant
towards such a move. This hesitation makes sense since the
Republicans control the Senate, and unless Trump’s own
people decide to turn against
him, there’s no way the Democrats will succeed. However,
after Trump decided to contact
the Ukranian president about
Joe Biden’s son, a majority
of the Democrats are fully in
support of going ahead with
the impeachment proceeds.
Although this is a risky move,
I believe that they should go
ahead and try it.

Finally,
failure
could be
dangerous
for
the future.
B e c a u s e
impeachment is rare, it’s
not a concrete process. If
Democrats try and fail to
impeach Trump, it says
what he did is not an
impeachable offense. This
means it would be difficult to impeach any future
president for the same
offense, setting a dangerous precedent.

This is not the first time Trump
has caused unrest through his
actions. Notorious for telling
lies and for constantly tweeting,
Trump has been an interesting
president--to say the least. All
along, I’ve been questioning
why such behavior is being tolerated. Do the Democrats not
believe in honesty? Does their
job matter more to them than
their beliefs? Are they fine with
future generations having a
belief that such behavior is
appropriate for a president? I
understand that certain actions
need to be carefully meditated
before they will generate the
effects we desire. However, it is
beginning to be too much. With
this Ukrainian president issue, it
seems like the leaders are now
willing to admit that Trump has
finally overstepped his boundaries.
If the Democrats stand for
values that Trump is neglecting,
they are right to declare their
wish to impeach him . All I ask
is that they work together to
ensure that the claims they present about Trump are as clear
and effective as they can make
them . That way, if the Senate
chooses to reject the impeachment, the public will know that
it may have something to do
with the Republicans being the
majority there.
So go ahead Democrats. Continue with your search. Stick to
what you believe.

RELIGION

Ever closer than before
Yasmin Phillip
Contributor
This summer I was making
my way through How People
Grow, by Drs. Henry Cloud and
John Townsend. At one point,
though, I had to put the book
down. A thought had drifted
in, subtle and unassuming, and
then had crashed to the floor of
my mind like glass falling off a
table.
I’m 21 years old, about to

graduate, and nowhere near
the emotionally healthy adult I
should be at this point.
True, I was being hard on
myself. Becoming an emotionally mature adult takes time
and encompasses many factors.
But I couldn’t shake off the feeling that the progress God had
accomplished in my life wasn’t
enough. The chasms of brokenness and incomplete bridges to
healing were affecting even my
daily life.

And all of this, I thought in
wonder, stemming from one
relationship gone wrong.
I had cried enough over this
realization in the past, so there
weren’t many tears now. But
if you have experienced emotional abuse, then you know
that recovering from it is hard.
Even simply accepting that
what we went through was this
type of abuse is a journey. The
wounds are internal, hidden so
deeply in our hearts and minds

15% of your purchase supports a SAU scholarship!

that sometimes we deem them Jesus’ omnipotence, makes His
nonexistent until we see how promises to heal the brokenmessed up our lives are because hearted and bind their wounds
of them.
(Psalm 147:3) not just words
Dealing with emotional abuse on a page, but reality. Through
from a parent is, I believe, even faith in who Christ is and what
harder. When our formative He says He’ll do, our growth will
years – the
slowly but
That identification,
ones
in
s u r e l y
accompanied by Jesus’
which we
increase.
omnipotence,
makes
learn how
Thus, as
to estab- His promises to heal the much
as
lish healthy brokenhearted and bind books like
identity –
How Peotheir wounds (Psalm
are spent
ple Grow
147:3) not just words
trying
to
uncomon a page, but reality.
cope with
fortably
Through faith in who
and then
expose my
Christ
is
and
what
He
e s c a p e
areas
of
from,
a says He’ll do, our growth incomplete
will slowly but surely
parent who
growth, I
increase.
says,
“I
continue
love you,”
reading
but actively undermines our them. I continue studying the
self-perception and our right Bible so I can understand God’s
to be understood, loved and loving view of me and the healrespected, things slowly but ing He is accomplishing in me.
surely go haywire. The path to I continue praying that God
emotional maturity gets sab- helps me keep my commitment
otaged by the demons of fear, to forgive my father. And I conhypervigilance, self-condemna- tinue seeking edifying relationtion and distrust.
ships with family and friends.
But whether we’ve endured We may still be nowhere near
emotional abuse from a parent, the healthy, whole people God
emotional abuse in general, or made us to be. But we can be
another debilitating trial in life, ever closer than before.
Christ’s healing has come and is
still coming. Isaiah 53:4 reminds
us that Jesus bore our sorrows
to identify with us 100%. That
identification, accompanied by
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LIFESTYLE

Alumni

Spotlight

Ashley Fox
Contributor

Young Alumna of the
Year: Danae (Bland) Netteburg, ’02

Danae Netteburg
Courtesy of Ashley Fox

Each year the Alumni Relations Office recognizes graduates who exemplify Southern
at its best and exhibit Southern’s core values by living a
Christ-centered life of service.
Here are two of this year’s award
recipients:

Danae Netteburg graduated
with a bachelor’s degree in biology in 2002. During her time
at Southern, she served as a
student missionary in Zambia,
which solidified her desire to
become a missionary physician
and serve abroad. In medical
school, she was named “Miss

Loma Linda” in 2006 for her
embodiment of the spirit of the
university. She also earned her
medical school diploma that year.
After completing residency,
Netteburg and her family moved
to Chad, Africa, where she has
been on call for more than eight
years, delivering thousands of
babies and performing hundreds
of Cesarean sections, hysterectomies and fistula repairs for
women.
Since Netteburg’s arrival at
Chad’s Bere Adventist Hospital,
patient visits and surgical volume
have doubled or tripled on all
services, square footage of the
hospital has expanded threefold,
income has as much as quadrupled and patients have visited
from all six bordering countries.
In 2016, the hospital was
named the Best Hospital in Chad
by the International Healthcare
Commission. Netteburg is also
training the next generation of
healthcare providers, empowering women whenever and wherever possible.
She frequently accompanies
patients back to their distant villages or teaches Bible stories and
gymnastics to children in remote
settings. And she’s often seen
racing back to the hospital to
save the lives of laboring women
and their unborn babies.

Young Alumnus of the
Year: Luther Whiting, ’12
Luther Whiting graduated with
a bachelor’s degree in business
administration in 2012. While at
Southern, he served as the Student Association’s Executive Vice
President–the first freshman in
the university’s history to fill an
executive role in student govern-

ment.
During the 2008-2009 school
year, Whiting consulted with
his mentors at Southern,
recruited a board of directors,
and founded an organization
called Noshaq after traveling to
Afghanistan to volunteer for a
rural public health project. The
goal was to empower the country’s rural economies through
the development of agriculture,
infrastructure and sustainable
small businesses.
Whiting led the organization
over the following three and
a half years as it improved the
standard of living and increased
access to services for more than
6,000 villagers.
After
Southern,
Whiting
moved to the D.C. area, where
he was hired by U.S. Senator
Susan Collins to staff her broad
legislative portfolio ranging
from immigration reform, labor
law, U.S. Postal Service policy,
and firearms trafficking legislation. He also
served on the
staff of the Special Committee
on Aging, where
he
supported
investigations
into an international fraud
scheme
targeting
senior
citizens
and
prepared
a
hearing exploring chronic traumatic encephalopathy
in
football players.
Whiting later
started a project called Citizen
Catalyst. Working to improve

Byron Montenegro @_byronm #So #Nursing

Luther Whiting
Courtesy of Ashley Fox

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife
or tag @sauaccent instagram or twitter in your posts!

Twitter

crime-reporting rates in regions
with high levels of gang and
cartel activity. He recruited a
12-member team ranging from
senior federal law enforcement
to policy advisors and data scientists. The team created a weband phone-based app to help
community members safely and
securely report crime with minimal risk of retribution.
Today, Whiting serves as a
development manager at the
Center for Civilians in Conflict
(CIVIC). CIVIC works to protect
civilians living in conflict zones
by engaging governments, militaries and the affected communities to prevent, mitigate, and
amend harm inflicted on innocent civilians. In his current role,
Whiting supports the expansion
of CIVIC’s six international programs and leads the organization’s institutional fundraising
efforts with governments and
foundations.

#SAUlife
Taylor Maddox

Hannah Cheneweth

In college any “free time” is just procrastinating

Monica Mendoza @monicafoorever #Jr #Accounting
It’s a great day to be in Hawaii!! But I’m in Chattanooga.

Rochelle Juba @_notmichelle #Sr #Nursing
to think i used to fight Sabbath naps when i was younger.
childish behavior truly.
tailesmaddox she’s 21 #SAUlife

Summer Shelby, @SummerShelby1 #Sr #Mass Comm
How is it that I will study hours for those online quizzes and
make a 70% and when I don’t even read I make a 100%.
I’m taking this as a sign from God to stop trying and never
read again.

Anaelys Trochez

hannah.cheneweth apples to apples #SAUlife

Natasya Panjaitan

Mark Galvez @markcgv #Sr #Theology
No one:
Guys @SAU: NAH MAN I’M JUST TRYNA BE LIKE YOU

Rachel Beaver @Rbeavers #Sr #Public Relations
*taps mic* yes, hello. Umm, why did this presentation not
include a Kahoot quiz?

trochez_anna Our friendship is more valuable
than precious pearls #SAUlife

Congratulations @doublesneeze!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
Kevin’s midterm break was fun but
not long enough, which makes him
sad. To cheer himself up he is going
out to eat and is inviting one person
who finds him with a

Natalie Boonstra

natasyap before the leaves fall - sometime in
October #SAUlife

Joseph Rocha

$10 Chick-fil-a Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!

natalieejeann taking full (fall??) advantage of
sweather weather #SAUlife

nycbrazilian14 As a friend of miine incessantly
told me “walk by faith not by sight” #SAUlife
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Interview Tips?
Rachel Beaver
Humor Editor

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 24
68-96

Homecoming Weekend (24-27)
#PurpleThursday Booth, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.,
Student Center
Convocation: 11 a.m. Adventist Heritage,
Michael Campbell, Collegedale Church
SA Supper: 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m., Promenade
Outside the Student Center

Saturday 26
65-88

Adoration 9 a.m., Church, David Ferguson
Renewal 11:45 a.m., Church, David Ferguson
Connect 11:45 a.m., Academy, Kris Echenroth
Evensong 7 p.m., Church, Chamber Ensembles
Die Meistersinger Reunion Concert: 4 p.m.,
Collegedale Church
Belly of the Whale, 7:30 p.m. Ackerman Auditorium, Cultural Credit
Southern Shuffle Race, 8 p.m., Wood Hall

Monday 28
47-75

Last day for 40% tuition refund, No
refund given after this day
Week of Prayer: 8 p.m., Based on a
True Story, Collegedale Church, Joseph
Khabbaz

Wednesday 30
51-78 ACA Orientation Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Miller Hall
Room 201
Week of Prayer: 8 p.m. Based on a True Story,
Collegedale Church, Dennis Negron

SA Fall Festival - Fall Festival will be held on Sunday, Oct.
27– from 6 pm to 9 pm. Come support student organizations
on campus! Each student will be given 10 tickets, and may buy
additional tickets, to use at the booths to support student organizations! Contact Maddy Thomas (maddyt@southern.edu) if you
have any questions.

Friday 25
Bietz Center for Student Life Construction Celebration: 2-2:30 p.m.
(Biets Center for student Life
construction life )
Campus Shop Open: 8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Sunset: 6:53 p.m.
Vespers: 7:30 p.m. Church
Star Watch 8 p.m. Hickman parking lot

62-90

Weekly Birthdays

Sunday 27
16th Annual Antique/Classic Car
Show, 12 p.m. – 3 p.m., Wood Hall
parking ;ot
SA Fall Festival, 6 p.m., Iles Track

Studio 4109: LIVE! – Live from Happy Valley, it’s Studio 4109!
Please join us on Nov. 2 at 8:32pm for a night full of laughs and
fun! Hosted by Mike Boyd and featuring Edyn-Mae Stevenson as
special guest, come out for the Season 9 Premiere! If you have
any questions, contact Angelica Rodriguez (angelicarodriguez@
southern.edu).

64-85

Tuesday 29
45-78

Week of Prayer: 8 p.m., Based on a True
Story, Collegedale Church, Nick Livanos

TODAY

Saturday | 26

Jonathan Castro

Amanda Brennan

Tuesday | 29

Nathan Chung

Monica Mendoza

Bailey DuBose

Thomas Hayes

Spencer Tobing

Priya Roberts

Minoise Marcellus

Drew Weaver

Wednesday | 30

Eden Sampson

Sunday | 27

Marie Augustin

Nathan Sarli

Renny Calcano

Lucas Bueno

Hannah Wilson

Kiara Sierra

Erika De Leon

Friday | 25

Michelle Wise

Amy Herrera

Liezel Cornejo

Monday | 28

Stephen Thorpe

Malachi Ingold

Kassi Adams

Kristi Young

Claudia Rands

Austin Heling

Hannah Sheridan

Luke Jansen

Joseph Urbin

Almys Rivera Abreu
Gideon Situmorang

Kristi Wilson

Sports | 5

Opinion | 6

Religion | 6

Lifestyle | 7

The NBA
is back

Should Southern
enforce the dress code?

The season of
spiritual dryness

Stress relief for
the busy student

October 31, 2019
Collegedale, Tennessee

Southern Accent

Vol. 75
Issue 7

The student voice since 1926

Southern students, alumni share
experiences with Hong Kong protests

Thatcher
Gym closes
until winter
semester
María José Morán Hernandez
Religion Editor

Protestors fill a Hong Kong street. Photo courtesy of Anne Pondi

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
Anne Pondi, a Physical Therapy Assistant (PTA) freshman,
lived in Hong Kong before the
protests started. She was also
there when the Hong Kong government proposed the extradition bill, a law that would allow
criminal suspects to be taken to
mainland China for trial.
Pondi was still a student at
Hong Kong Adventist Academy
the first day thousands of demonstrators took to the streets
to object the now-withdrawn
extradition bill. As time went
by, she also witnessed how the
once-peaceful demonstrations
took a more violent turn.
“When violence started being
introduced, I felt kind of sad
because I didn’t think that it
would get to that point,” Pondi

said. “The transportation was
affected, and the roads were
blocked. ...The safety was also
affected because usually Hong
Kong is seen as a safe city, but
now it is less safe I guess.”
Seeing how involved
the younger generation
is, and how some of
them even get injured or
arrested, that was
surprising.
Pondi is not the only Southern student who has had a
firsthand experience of Hong
Kong’s ongoing political situation. Currently, there is one student who is doing an internship
at the Chinese Union Mission
(AUM) and three others who
are working as student ambassadors at Hong Kong Adventist
College (HKAC). Financial Man-

Hang Hau MTR station, the closest station to HKAC.

Photo courtesy of Anne Pondi

agement alumnus Mighty De La
Bel is one of them.
De La Bel arrived at Hong
Kong in September; one
month before hundreds of
flights were cancelled due to
a clash between police and
protestors at Hong Kong’s
international airport.
“I didn’t see any demonstrations in the airport, but there
were a lot of places that were
closed off,” De la Bel said. “So, I
had to walk a different route in
order to meet the person who
was going to pick me up.”
De La Bel said since HKAC’s
campus is far from the city, he
has not encountered any protests but has seen the aftermath of the demonstrations.
Business
administration
sophomore Lorena Alves shares
a similar experience. According

Empowering Minds becomes
the first mental awareness club

L-R Kye Hache, Marry Bright, Nathan Martin and Brayden Viehmann pose for club photo.
Photo courtesy of Empowering Minds

Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
Empowering
Minds
has
become Southern’s first mental
awareness club.
According to Nathan Martin,
club president, the goal of the
club is not to replace professional help but rather to provide
a place of support and awareness. The club was introduced
this summer.
“Our goal is simply to start a
conversation and get people
interested or aware of their
own mental health. I am not
a psychiatrist and we're not a
counseling service,” Martin said.
“We are like the PSA commercials you see on TV -- a method
to spread awareness and get
people thinking. With this said,
we strongly encourage anyone

facing hard times to go get the
help they need by making an
appointment with one of the
on-campus counselors.”
The bimonthly meetings,
often in a coffee shop, aim to
provide a “community” where
people can give advice and
develop “courage to speak up,”
as explained by Martin.
Social
representative
for
the club, Brayden Viehmann,
shared his goal for the club.
“...we strongly encourage anyone facing hard
times to go get the help
they need by making an
appointment with one of
the on-campus counselors.
“I want people to know that
there's a club here that genuinely cares about each and
every student and what they're

going through,” Viehmann said.
According to Viehmann, the
club has received a positive
reaction from various students.
Freshman corporate community wellness management
major Megan Bentley is one of
them.
“I think that’s really awesome
[to have] a safe place where
people can talk to people about
different things that they are
going through,” Bentley said.
“Especially now [in college]
because this is [a] hard time for
some people’s lives; you know
becoming an adult.”
Students can follow the club’s
Instagram page @empowermind_sau to learn more about
the dates, times and service
opportunities.

to Alves, much of Hong Kong’s
Mass Transit Railway (MTR) has
been vandalized.
“We went to the MTR closest
to the school and you could see
that the machines were broken
and that glasses were broken
and everything like that,” Alves
said. “One time there were
small papers all over the walls;
and though I didn’t understand
a word of it because they were
Chinese characters, I could tell
that it was something political.”
According to Time Magazine,
about 800 MTR ticket machines,
1,800 turnstiles and 50 escalators have been broken since
the protests began. Alves said
because most protests take
place on the weekend, she no
longer goes out on Saturdays
or Sundays unless accompanied
by a faculty member or someSee HONG KONG on page 2

The Thatcher Hall gym is currently closed due to renovations
in the dorm’s ventilation system. The construction was initiated earlier this summer, however it has taken longer than
expected for the construction
to conclude.
The ventilation replacement
was originally scheduled to end
in mid-September, the same
time the gym was supposed
to open. However, according
to Belinda Fisher, Thatcher
Office Manager, the gym
will not be ready to use until
next semester.
These renovations have been
inconvenient according to Cindy
See GYM on page 3

Thatcher Gym closed. Photo by
María José Morán Hernandez

Campus celebrates Bietz
Center construction
Zailin Peña
Lead Reporter
On Oct. 25, on the McKee
Library patio, there was a construction celebration of the
Bietz Center for Student Life.
Students, staff, alumni and
construction workers were
present, as well as President
David Smith.
After a brief question-and-answer session about the progress and delays of the Bietz Student Center, those present were
able to sign a plate that will be
attached to a steel beam in the
building’s framework.
According to Associate Vice
President Marty Hamilton, concrete is now up on the third
floor and second floor concrete
will be put up this week, as well
as framing on the second floor.

President David
Smith said, “I think
it’s important to
have milestones
that allow you to
celebrate it and
anticipate it, and I
think that [the
ceremony] was a
great opportunity
with the alumni
coming in and
students here...
Hamilton, who was at the event
on Friday, said part of the delay
in construction has been due
to weather.
There have been two focus
groups from students who
See BIETZ on page 3

David Smith and Marty Hamilton celebrate the Bietz Center.
Photo by Esterfania Sanchez
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Hong Kong
one who has a car.
Even so, Alves has seen how
the demonstration has affected
those around her.
“Many of the students [at
HKAC] are day students,” Alves
said. “They have to come and
go, and they’re the ones to
see [the protests]. So, you
can see the difference in their
humor and their mood because
they got to the point that
they're scared.”
For De La Bel, the most shocking part of the situation is seeing all the young people who
are involved. According to the
South China Morning Post, one
third of protesters that have
been arrested in the last four
months were under the age of
18 and 4.4% were under the age
of 16.
[When I see] all those
changes in Hong Kong, I get
really sad.” Pondi said. “I
mean, it [Hong Kong] was
like a second home to me.

“Usually when you think of
protests you assume that there
will be some damage to property and all that stuff. So, in that
sense, that did not surprise me,”

continued from page 1

De La Bel said. “But seeing how
involved the younger generation is and how some of them
even get injured or arrested,
that was surprising.”
Since the protests first began,
tourism in Hong Kong dropped
by more than 30%, according
to The Economist. Additionally, Hong Kong’s Census and
Statistics Department has also
reported a Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) decrease of 0.4%.
It has been four months since
Pondi left Hong Kong to come to
Southern. She says she misses
the city and hopes to go back
and visit, but adds that things
like safety and transportation
efficiency are not the same as
when she left.
“[When I see] all those
changes in Hong Kong, I get
really sad,” Pondi said. “I mean,
it [Hong Kong] was like a second
home to me. That’s where most
of my friends are. I had adapted
to the lifestyle. But because
of all these issues, I feel like
that is completely changing,
and I don’t see it stopping any
time soon.”

“Tailor to the Stars” opens shop on campus
complications with rent at his
original Lee Highway location
in Chattanooga, he embraced
the move that would bring
him closer not only to students, but to his wife, Rachel
Williams-Smith, dean of the
School of Journalism and
Communication at Southern.
I love it,” Smith said.
“To me, it’s a blessing
being here. I just love the
area. I could have been
here about a year ago, but
not until God said so.
C. Winston Smith holds up a tailored piece.
Photo by Tierra Hayes

Alexis Lavertue
Staff Writer
Adjunct professor Carl Winston Smith held the grand opening for his new tailoring shop on
Monday, Oct. 28. The business,
located in Fleming Plaza, will
allow Smith to be more accessible to those on campus who
may need alteration services, as
well as to students in his fashion
design course.
“I love it,” Smith said. “To me,
it’s a blessing being here. I just

love the area. I could have been
here about a year ago, but not
until God said so.”
Smith is a bespoke tailor.
Bespoke is a fastidious type of
tailoring that involves designing wardrobe ensembles to a
buyer’s exact size and specifications. He was dubbed as
a “Tailor to the Stars” in 1987,
according to an article in the
Chattanooga Times Free Press.
Smith said that he was first
apprehensive about his transition to Collegedale, but after

The grand opening, planned
by Williams-Smith, featured
a ribbon cutting and an official blessing by Pastor Troy
Brand of Orchard Park Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Susan Bentley, whose most
recently commissioned piece
from Smith was showcased
during the event, shared her
comments as did Bob Young,
Southern’s vice president of
academic administration.
“He is the master,” Bentley
said. “He is the only one I know
who can take ideas out of my
brain and transform them into
the real world.”

New LifeGroup emphasizes Giving Day to be
student-focused
worship through dance
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor

L-R Alyson Zapara, Donte’ Brooks, Zoe Kanas and Hannah Hayton practice for upcoming performance.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Xander Ordinola
Lead Reporter
Two months ago, a new
LifeGroup sprung up on campus that allows its members to
grow spiritually through dance.
Founder and sophomore mass
communication major, Trisney Bocala, began the group
with the intent to utilize simple choreography to convey a
powerful message.

I always leave
feeling like I’ve
learned something
about how great,
and powerful, and
loving God really is.
Choreo for Christ meets at 7
p.m. every Thursday in the Aerobics room of the Hulsey Wellness Center. It features mainly
contemporary dancing styles
with other additions such as
jazz, hip-hop and even American Sign Language, according
to Bocala.
“When I first signed up, I
wasn’t sure how dancing would
be spiritual. I just knew I liked
to dance,” said Hannah Hayton,
freshman animation major. “I
always leave feeling like I’ve

learned something about how
great and powerful and loving
God really is.”
To Hayton they divulge
Christ’s sacrifice and express
human’s struggles. These concepts come from inspiration
from other choreographers and
Christian dance groups, which
Bocala learns and teaches herself. However, she incorporates
others’ ideas; therefore, if a particular move is too difficult or
doesn’t make sense, it can still
be adapted.
“My mantra to the dancers
is that people who shine from
within don’t need the spotlight,” Bocala said. “I believe
that dance can be a powerful
channel for worship; and I hope

We all dance to bring
glory to God,” Kanas
said. “I know that I
enjoy dancing and that
everyone on the team
does. Maybe some people disagree, and that’s
okay. They should worship how they see fit
for their relationship
with God.
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that through this, I can minister
to students that resonate with
creative expression.”
Their first performance will
be on Nov. 8 on Friday night
at vespers. However, some of
the members believe that since
dancing is more of a contemporary art, it will not be as well
received, especially to more
conservative church members.
Despite the notion, enthusiasm for the performance is still
strong amongst some students.
As one of the members, public
relations and graphic design
major Zoë Kanas believes there
are multiple ways to express
praise. So, worrying about others’ opinions is not something
she is concerned about.
“We all dance to bring glory to
God,” Kanas said. “I know that I
enjoy dancing and that everyone on the team does. Maybe
some people disagree, and
that’s okay. They should worship how they see fit for their
relationship with God.”

Southern Adventist University’s fourth annual Giving
Day will be held on Nov. 5-6
and will feature departmental giving and events aimed to
engage students, according
to Annual Giving Coordinator
Sandra Delgado.
Delgado said this year’s Giving Day has a renewed student-focused purpose.
“We are just trying to involve
students in the whole experience because it’s oftentimes
that I’ll mention Giving Day
to someone, and they don’t
know what it means,” she said.
“They might have heard of it,
but they don’t know how it
impacts them.”
The event will kick off on
Nov. 5 at 12:28 p.m. in the cafeteria where the steel band will
perform, t-shirts will be given
away; and, Delgado said, there
will be an additional surprise
for students.
Various events will go on
throughout the day, including games and a photo booth.
Students will be able to write
thank you cards to donors and
Choo Choo Kettle Corn will be
given out.
At the end of Nov. 6, at 7:15
p.m., students are invited to the
Grand Finale, which will include
S’mores, prizes, a blooper reel

and a performance from the
brass choir.
In terms of donations, each
academic department has designated specific projects that
can be funded. Clubs and other
organizations on campus can
also be selected by those who
wish to donate.
In addition, clubs can participate in a scavenger hunt to
raise more money.
Delgado said that the main
goal of Giving Day is not a singular, large donation, but mass
participation. The school will be
accepting donations starting
at $5, much of which may be
matched depending on whether
or not certain goals are met.
For students without money
to spend, the day will also consist of games and challenges
that will allow winners to pick a
specific project they want their
prize to support.
“The theme this year is ‘Better Together.’ So, if everyone
takes it upon themselves to do
their part, maybe I don’t have
five dollars. But I can share and
I can post, or maybe I can play
a game and designate money
toward an area that is important,” Delgado said.
For
more
information
about
the
day’s
events
or how to donate, visit
southern.edu/givingday.

Jesse Rademacher and David Smith celebrate with students.
Photo courtesy of University Marketing Relations
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NEWS
Studio 4109 debuting its ninth season
Josué Vega
Contributer
Studio 4109’s ninth season will
premiere on Nov. 2 at 8:32 p.m.
The campus sketch show will
be taking a different approach
to comedy this year, according
to director Angelica Rodriguez,
who said that the style of humor
will be cleaner.
“[We’re] taking Studio in a different direction by not making
it so crude as what it once was
before,” Rodriguez said. “We
used to have a lot of people who
would bash Southern for what
it was…We’re trying to make it
more of just a comedy show….
You can be funny without
being crude.”
Previously, Studio 4109 has
either been temporarily shut
down or gotten in trouble
because of the jokes they have
made, including some against
student groups. Jared Mathias,
Studio 4109 executive producer,
said that they are trying to pro-

duce “clean comedy that you
can’t really poke at,” adding that
they didn’t want to give administration nor donors a reason “to
point at us and say that we are
giving Southern a bad name.”
Junior mass communication
major Aubri Dancek recalls
some experiences from watching Studio 4109, saying, “I
know that comedy is supposed
to [hit close] but I know sometimes they’ve called out certain
departments and it hasn’t gone
over very well.”
“I personally want people to
sit down, have a really good
laugh, and leave with a skip in
their step,” Rodriguez said. “Life
isn’t as serious as we make it out
to be. Let’s enjoy the moments
that we have together.”
Additionally, Studio 4109
has begun initiatives to help
out around campus. They have
already provided stagehand

services for LAC night and will
continue to do so for other club
nights. Besides this, Studio 4109
plans to create video advertisements for other departments, such as Campus Safety
and Counseling.

Studio 4109 promotional poster.
Photo courtesy of Studio 4109

Gym

continued from page 1

Rivera, junior nursing major.
“It’s annoying. [The gym] has
to be open. People need to use
it,” Rivera said. “Not everyone
is comfortable going to the big
gym, and it’s more convenient
to just go downstairs.”

It’s annoying. [The
gym] has to be open.
People need to use
it,” said Rivera. “Not
everyone is comfortable going to the big
gym, and it’s more
convenient to just go
downstairs.
The gym, however, is not the
only place that is closed due to
the construction. Several rooms
are not available for students to
live in.
“It was kind of frustrating.
I walked into my room, and I
didn’t even know it was under
construction,” said Resident

Now Eye See expands its borders

Assistant Delaney Fox. “Then I
was asked if I could find someone to stay with for the night.
So, I had to find a place to stay.
They didn’t give me a place
to stay [and] that was kind
of frustrating.”
Although ventilation has been
fixed in some of the rooms, they
are still not ready for students
to move into.

Constructio at Thatcher. Photo by
María José Morán Hernandez

Bietz

continued from page 1

Darryl Magno, former NES Project Manager, shakes hands with Dr. Prabhakar as he hands over a cheque. Photo courtesy of James Carl Brown

Cataract surgery at Ruby Nelson Memorial Hospital in Punjab.
Photo courtesy of James Carl Brown

Nicole Dominguez
Lead Reporter
Now Eye See, a project under
Southern’s Enactus program,
has plans to expand their program by incorporating evangelical opportunities into its
medical mission.
Two years ago, as part of the
club’s work, Southern’s sector
formed the program, Now Eye
See, which helped Southern
partner with ophthalmologist,
Dr. Jacob Prabhakar, who is
stationed at the Ruby Nelson
Memorial Hospital in Punjab,
India to help prevent blindness
by offering cataract treatment.
In previous years, Enactus
raised awareness and funding
for the project by selling t-shirts
on campus. This year, Now Eye
See has plans to expand its
mission by providing Godpods,
solar and battery-powered
audio players, containing the
Bible, the Conflict of the Ages,

Steps to Christ and an Adventist evangelistic series in up to
two languages to create new
bridges for evangelism in India.

“The idea is to
extend Christ’s healing hand through his
word in India,” said
James Carl Brown,
Southern’s Enactus
president. “The idea
is providing more
than just operational
support to Dr. Prabhakar, we want to
expand on the mission by introducing
evangelism”
“The idea is to extend Christ’s
healing hand through His word
in India,” said James Carl Brown,
Southern’s Enactus president
“The idea is providing more
than just operational support
to Dr. Prabhakar; we want to

expand on the mission by introducing evangelism.”
Dr. Prabhakar will provide
Ellen White’s Steps to Christ to
all of his patients but the problem is that 75% or so are all illiterate. To combat this problem,
Now Eye See is attempting to
raise $100,000 by May 2020 to
purchase 4,000 Godpods as an
auditory option for patients.
The organization will be raising the money through sales of
their new t-shirts which will be
sold on the promenade next
month for 20 dollars each.
Students
who
wish
to
donate
online
may
visit
https://community.e.southern.
edu/give/enactus.

NES surgery.
Photo courtesy of James Carl Brown

Jack Blanco signs his name on a
Southern branded plate.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

have graduated regarding what
it is they want to see in the
new student center, as stated
by Hamilton.
He said, “Current students
are more than welcome to give
their input as well.”
Regarding the significance of
the event, President David Smith
said, “I think it’s important to
have milestones that allow you
to celebrate it and anticipate it,
and I think that [the ceremony]
was a great opportunity with
the alumni coming in and students here, employees here, to
celebrate where we are with the
building. We can see the end in
sight. It's going to happen, we
are looking forward to it.”
According to Hamilton, the
administration’s mission is to
have the Bietz Center be Southern’s “Living Room.”

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN SOCIAL WORK
Facilitate Positive Change in People’s Lives
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Classes meet all day Sunday, twice
a month. With careful planning, you can
complete a bachelor’s degree AND a
master’s degree in five years!

You’ll be ready
Our approach is competency based.
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you’re in school.
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1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

4| Thursday, October 31, 2019

NEWS

Fall Festival
Brandon Park bites into a donut at the pre-med booth.
Photo by Hannah Moyer

Nathalia Levterova participates in a limbo challenge.
Photo by Hannah Moyer

Hannah Moyer and Juan Moran sing karaoke together.
Photo by Danielle Laurent

L-R Estefania Sanchez, Hannah Moyer, Rence Arroyo and Rheanna Garcia sing karaoke together.
Photo by Danielle Laurent

Matt Dizon acts as a police officer during the festival.
Photo by Hannah Moyer
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SPORTS

Defense and
blowouts: NFL
week 8 recap

The NBA is back
Noah Collins
Contributor

David Runnels II
Contributor

The NFL season is almost to
the halfway point and week
eight showed that defenses
around the league are beginning
to lock in. The week began with
a defensive showcase between
the Minnesota Vikings and the
Washington Redskins, resulting
in a 19-9 Vikings victory.
Sunday was also a good day
for Tennessee Titans fans as
the Titans flexed their defensive
muscles in a 27-23 win. They
forced Tampa Bay Buccaneers
quarterback Jameis Winston into
four turnovers and gave quarterback Ryan Tannehill his second straight win as a starter for
the Titans.
The Colts vs. Broncos game
was yet another defensive contest, with the Colts grinding out
a gritty 15-13 win off of a late
51-yard field goal by Adam Vinatieri. Neither quarterback threw
for a touchdown, which left the
running backs for both teams to
carry much of the offensive load.
While week eight did
prominently feature defense,
it was not the case for all the
games. Football fans were able to
see two talented young quarterbacks, Derek Carr and Deshaun
Watson, duel in Houston. Both
quarterbacks had great games,
with each throwing for over 250
yards and three touchdowns.
But in the end, Watson and the
Houston Texans prevailed 27-24.
While the win was certainly one
to be proud of, it proved to be
costly, as the Texans lost their
star defensive end J. J. Watt to a
pectoral injury. According to his
personal Twitter account, Watt
will be out for the remainder of

the season.
Aaron Rodgers and the Green
Bay Packers went against the
Chiefs without star quarterback
Patrick Mahomes. And while
it was much more interesting
than expected, the Packers
emerged victorious 31-24. Even
so, Mahomes’ backup Matt
Moore kept the Chiefs competitive with two touchdown passes
and 267 passing yards, but he
couldn’t overcome Rodgers’
three-touchdown, 305-passing
yard game.
The
Philadelphia
Eagles
ended a two-game skid where
they scored a combined 30
points by erupting for 31 points
in a 31-13 thrashing of the Buffalo Bills. The Eagles ran for
three touchdowns, and quarterback Carson Wentz threw
one more to secure the Eagles’
fourth win of the season.
While the games were
great, week eight didn’t affect
the overall standings very
much. The top of each conference is still dominated by the
two undefeated teams, the San
Francisco 49’ers, who destroyed
the Carolina Panthers 51-13,
and the New England Patriots,
who beat a struggling Browns
team 27-13. Green Bay stayed
atop the NFC North with their
win, and the Colts maintained
their hold on the AFC South with
their win over the Broncos.

15% of your purchase supports a SAU scholarship!

Tuesday, Oct. 22, marked the down at halftime at a score of The Lakers finally came to
start of the new NBA season. 70-37. OKC finished the game terms with the Pelicans to
With the commencement of a with a 120-92 win.
acquire Anthony Davis.
new season, comes many fans
With the Warriors no lonIn the Eastern Conference,
who attentively watch games ger the dominant super team, the Raptors have shown that
and check stat sheets to get an many other teams could poten- they can survive without
idea of whether their team will tially be solid competitors given Kawhi. However, what is perhave a shot at competing for a their offseason acquisitions. haps most impressive is the
title that season.
The Rockets reunited Russell Hawks’ start to the season
Early results from this year’s Westbrook and James Harden led by Trae Young and John
matchups have hinted that
Collins.
Early results from this
this season will be a deviaYoung has averaged 34
tion from the norm that has
year’s matchups have
points and 51.5% shootdeveloped over the last five
hinted that this season ing from the field so far
NBA seasons.
will be a deviation from this season. Although it
While the Warriors have
is still early in the seathe norm that has
long been acknowledged
developed over the last son, it looks as though
as a “super team” and have
it will shape up to be an
five NBA seasons.
made five consecutive Finals
interesting season, with
appearances, it looks as if
many teams poised to
their time has come to an abrupt in a swap with the Thunder that make a run for the coveted
end. With Kevin Durant leaving sent Chris Paul to Oklahoma.
NBA championship title.
to the Brooklyn Nets and Klay
Another team that is looking
Thompson out for substan- strong to start the season are
tial time with a torn ACL, the the Los Angeles Clippers, with
Warriors have been noticeably newly-acquired Kawhi Leonard
off-kilter.
and Paul George. However, the
Against the Oklahoma City Lakers are not to be outdone by
Thunder, the Warriors were their impressive counterpart.

Big comeback from Astros
makes World Series win
look slim for Nationals
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

The Nationals came out
swinging hard, winning the first
two games of the World Series
in Houston. The Nationals
looked as if they might be able
to pull off an upset against the
favored Astros who won back in
2017.
However, the Astros have
made quite a comeback. In the
last three games, Houston has
outscored the Nationals 19 to
3. After going down two games
they have taken over the series
and have a chance to end it all
in Houston with a win in game
6. To say that the Astros have
caught fire would be an understatement.
The series is still up for grabs
for either side, but the Nationals will need to get out of the

three-game slump they have
been in--an uphill battle for
the National League champs.
For them to win the series they

The series is still
up for grabs for
either side, but
the Nationals will
need to get out of
the three-game
slump they have
been in; an uphill battle for the
National League
champs.
must win two games on the
road against a team that has
won three straight and just
needs one more win to capture

the World Series trophy.
Since game two, the Astros
have looked unbeatable. Complete with an offense that can
put big numbers on the board
and a defense and pitching staff
that has held the Nationals to
only three runs in three games,
the odds are definitely in Houston’s favor. However, Houston’s
offense struggled a bit against
the Yankees and in the first two
games against the Nationals. If
the Astros come down from this
high that they have been on
and underestimate the Nationals, they could lose a grip on
the series. The Nationals have
never played in a World Series,
let alone won one, so this is a
huge chance for Washington.
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OPINION

Should Southern enforce the dresscode?
Left a little broken
hearted
Esther Manu
Opinion Editor
It was Sabbath morning. My
parents were here, and I was
excited to show them the church
service I had fallen in love with
— Merge. During the car ride to
Lynn Wood Hall, I kept telling
my parents that this church was
going to get full, so we needed
seats.
To my parents, that was a
good thing. If many people
attended, the church service
must really be nice. As we
stepped into the hall and took
our seats, my smile began to
fade. The perfect image I had of
this service started to crumble
as I looked around. I sneaked
a look at my parents. Exactly,
what I thought. They weren’t
pleased.
Coming from a conservatice
background
that
strongly
emphasized modesty, it was no
surprise that my parents felt
that the way we dressed here
was a little immodest. However, when I reviewed Southern’s dress code, I realized that
its rules are quite similar to the
principles I’ve grown up with. If
we had decided to follow these
rules, my parents wouldn’t have

found any issue with the way
we dressed. That day, realizing that my parents now had
a negative view of an amazing
church service only because of
audience, left me a little broken
hearted.
It’s tempting to say that how
we dress shouldn’t matter to
anyone else. However, the reality is that our choices will always
or another.
As a Christian school, I believe
we should strive to behave and
dress in a way that doesn’t cause
someone else to turn his or her
eyes away from Christ. Sometimes, that might mean choosing to give up certain privileges
to ensure that others in our area
are not disturbed or made to
stumble because of our actions.
In short, would enforcing the
dress code more strictly stop
people from disregarding it?
Perhaps. However, I propose
that the students be taught
the reasoning behind the dress
code before being given the
decision to follow the rules.
Raising awareness might just be
the solution to this problem.

Living by a dress code
Ashely Salyer
Contributor
Most places in our society
today have some type of dress
code. In a job, this can include a
certain colored clothing or work
uniform, work shoes and things
such as accessories that are
required to maintain a professional appearance. Other locations, such as schools, use dress
codes in order to prohibit the
students from dressing inappropriately.
Southern Adventist University maintains a dress code in
and beliefs. This dress code is
pretty standard for most men
and women of religious backgrounds and includes things
such as prohibiting skirts that
are too short, shirts that reveal
too much cleavage and other
stereotypical rules. Southern
wants to promote a Christian
view on this topic so that we
Although Southern maintains
a dress code, many students
discard the rules and wear
whatever clothing is the most
favorable and showy. Southern
also doesn’t enforce the dress
code and there is little punishment for wearing things against
the code. I, personally, believe
this is a smart way to handle the

issue of rebellious students.
Southern Adventist University
established a dress code, knowing that there would always be
those who rebel. If you think
about it for a moment, Southern’s administrators have been
incredibly smart with the way
they have handled this situa-

Southern also
doesn’t enforce the
dress code and there
is little punishment
for wearing things
against the code. I,
personally, believe
this is a smart way
to handle the issue
of rebellious students.
tion. If you create a rule, like
only allowing shorts that are
knee-length, the rebellious stuing shorts that are just an inch
above the knee.
There is a likely chance that
if you set a rule, it will easily be
broken. Personally, I appreciate
the way Southern handles these
incidents. They rarely call out
people for breaking dress code
because they would rather have
the student make an intrinsic

RELIGION

Seasons of spiritual dryness
María José Morán
Religion Editor
I had my spiritual high after
recommitting my life to Jesus
several months ago. At the
time, it seemed crazy to me that
I had never been close to Jesus
before. Even crazier I thought,
was the idea that some people
could have a spiritual dry season after experiencing the fullness of the love of Christ.
I later had my taste of a dry
season, and I am still struggling
with it.
At the beginning of a couple
of busy weeks, my consistent
and rigorous daily time with
Jesus came to a sudden hiatus.
I can’t pinpoint the exact day I
stopped reading my Bible daily
or the day I stopped constantly
praying. But I can identify the
my daily life.
As I was barely getting
through the busy weeks, everything started to get harder. I
stopped understanding what
was going on in classes. I was
barely keeping up with assignments. My job as a Resident
Assistant in the dorm became
more challenging and I was

even messing up my sleep
schedule big time.
It was also during this time
that I started constantly hav-

I can’t pinpoint the
exact day I stopped
reading my Bible
daily or the day I
stopped constantly
praying. But I can
identify the time
when it started
affecting my daily
ing feelings of self-doubt. I
didn’t feel like a good enough
student, friend, daughter,
employee, RA just an overall person. In fact, I felt really
crappy about myself.
I knew that something was
wrong; and what is most upsetting: I knew what was wrong.
I knew that if I were to spend
lems wouldn’t be magically
peace through the struggles.
However, I still wasn’t capa-

needed to be intentional about
This is my dry season. Looking for the motivation to seek
it would be.
As I am slowly getting back
into the habit of intentionally
are a few of my takeaways from
this season.

Looking for the motivation to seek God
is not as easy as I
thought it would be.
Any short amount of
time that you can give to
self from spending time with
Him because you think it’s not
enough.
Make it a priority. I wish
I had dropped everything
then, and spent some time
amount of time spent with Him,
would have made the biggest

consistency more easily if I had
been clinging to Him harder.
It helps to share this struggle with others. The people
that truly care about you will
always be encouraging you to
pursue your relationship with
Be kind to yourself. This
has been crucial for me. I
have learned that guilt-tripway of getting me closer to
intentional about our relationship either. So, I am working
on being understanding with

You are not expected to have it
all figured out; and
remember that God
myself, the same way I would
be to others.
In every dry season
that you might be dealing with,
remember this: Take it one day
at a time. If this seems like too
much, take it hour-by-hour. You
are not expected to have it all

I kept reminding myself that I
If your relationship with
needs and struggles.
before this season, you are
unlikely to survive it. I believe
the reason it has taken me so
long to get back into a consistent routine is because my relaenough to begin with. I would
have made my way back to

decision about the way
they dress, rather than
an extrinsic action.
They give students the
ability to choose and
have a sense of freedom.
I strongly believe
that in order to maintain a professional
appearance, we should
always expect some
type of dress code.
The best way for us to
respect it is by allowing
students to make their
own choice of whether
they want to follow
the set standards or
not. Southern should
continue to maintain
a dress code, but they
should never enforce
it. If enforced, many
people act out and
cause more issues.
They might also leave
because they feel like
they are trapped with
a rule they can’t follow.
to do anything outside
our will, and we should
never do the same to
others.
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LIFESTYLE

Practical stress relief for the
perpetually busy student
Natalie Boonstra
Contributor

As college students, I’m sure
we’re all familiar with the feeling of being overwhelmed; that
impending doom of a deadline and then another one and
another one.
“This week is busy, but I think
next week will be easier,” we say
every week.
Stress is, unfortunately, a reality we all have to deal with as
students, and, sometimes, we
don’t have the opportunity to
take extended breaks or remove
ourselves from it entirely. I won’t
pretend like I have it all figured
out, but it is possible to incorporate small things into your normal routine to avoid being so
overwhelmed that you want to
give up. These are some practical things I like to do to tame the
stress monster.
1. Five minutes every morning- Jesus comes first; so we’re
going to put Him on the top of
the list. I’m going to be honest.
Sometimes it’s really hard for me
to incorporate a solid devotional
into my morning routine. But
I’ve rationalized with myself that
if I can spend five minutes scrolling on Instagram before I get
up, I can surely talk to God for
that long. Recently, I’ve started

putting my Bible at the end of
my bed; so before my feet even
touch the ground, I can read a
few verses. On days when you
barely have time to sit down,
God is going to honor those few
minutes you dedicated to Him
and carry you through the rest
of the day.
2. Eat Better- I’m no nutritionist, but when I don’t eat or
my meals aren’t filled with rich
ingredients, I can tell the difference in my well-being. When
dealing with stress, you can
incorporate foods such as avocados and bananas to lower
blood pressure and leafy greens
and swiss chard to lower cortisol (the body’s stress hormone).
Use almonds, walnuts and pistachios to help you avoid sickness by boosting your immune
system with vitamins and zinc.
3. Avoid doing homework
right before you go to sleepJust don’t do it. It’s hard to avoid
doing homework late at night a
lot of times. But if you can give
your brain time to wind down
doing an activity you enjoy
right before you go to sleep, it
will decrease your stress levels.
Sometimes this can even be

your skincare routine or picking
your outfit for the next day. If I
have more time, I like to make
myself a cup of tea, read a blog
post, my latest favorite book or
journal right before I go to sleep.
Screens are hard to avoid altogether before bed but if you can
choose to only respond to the
most important notifications and
stay off of social media during
your wind down time this will
help you be ready to go to sleep
faster.
4. Don’t let yourself multitask- Be present where you are.
I know it’s easier said than done.
But if you get into the habit of
completely committing yourself
to the task you’re doing in the
moment, you’ll be more likely to
get it done faster. Set appointments with yourself to work on
something, and only focus on
that thing during that time. For
bigger projects, give yourself a
standing appointment for a certain time every day or every week
to work on smaller pieces of it.
5. Remember that you are
not alone. Many of your friends
and peers are experiencing the
same types of stress you are, and
God is there right by your side:

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
w @sauaccent instagram or twitter in your posts!

Twitter
Rence Arroyo @notrence #Jr #Social Work

“The Lord Himself goes before
you and will be with you; He
will never leave you nor forsake
you. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged.” - Deuteronomy
31:8.

#SAUlife
Astrid Lizardo

Daniel Yonkers

Break may be over but my mind is definitely still on break.

Taylor Dean @taylitafajita #So #Health Science
so I held the door open for this guy earlier in wright hall. never
seen the dude in my life & he just followed my ig. the devil works
hard but sau guys work harder!

Chloe Bastajian @chloelise98 #Jr #Clinical Psychology
If I’m wearing my Bose SoundLink Wireless Around-Ear Headphones, then I obviously don’t want you talking to me.
strid_lizardo A little taste of summer in the middle of October #SAUlife

Michaela Lewin @theMichaelaLew #Sr #Public relations

David Runnels

yanny_donkers I found the cutest pumpkin in
this patch #SAUlife

Aimee Anunciación

I got a quesadilla from KR’s today. I said to the girl, “Just put some
onions in there. I ain’t got a man. I ain’t kissin’ nobody.”
She was not amused.

Nandy De La Cruz @nandyDeLaCruz1 #So #Nursing
You can see it all over my face when I’m super stressed I swear I
can play connect the dots on my face right now.

Issac Abraham @sdamatrimonial #So #Bio-Med/Religious
Me: i’ts cuffing season!
My body pillow: stop drooling on me you weirdo.

drunnels2 That moment when you come back

Congratulations @navy_girl__!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
It’s #sweaterweather which means
Kevin needs to update his wardrobe.
Buy yourself some new fall clothes
too with a

aiancn Good jeans run in our blood #SAUlife

from midterm break and realize that you have one
last midterm to study for. #SAUlife

Melanie Ramirez

Mary Aquino

$10 H&M Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!
melannieeee_ Mountains or beach? Porque no
los dos? #SAUlife

mary_aquino_ make life good #SAUlife
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HUMOR

Truly spooky things for college students
Rachel Beaver
Humor Editor

“eClass is down.”

“Somebody stole
my laundry.”

“Your payment plan
amounts have changed.”

“Your meal plan
is low.”

“It’s due tomorrow.”

“Did you remember
that quiz?”

“I suggest you drop
this class.”

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 31
68-96

Studio 4109: LIVE! – Live from Happy Valley, it’s Studio 4109!
Please join us on Nov. 2 at 8:32pm for a night full of laughs and
fun! Hosted by Mike Boyd and featuring Edyn-Mae Stevenson as
special guest, come out for the Season 9 Premiere! If you have
any questions, contact Angelica Rodriguez (angelicarodriguez@
southern.edu).

Last day to drop a class ‘W’ on transcript
Fall Preview Southern: (31-Nov. 1)
Convocation: Week of Prayer: Based on a
True Story: 11 a.m., Collegedale Church
Week of Prayer: 8 p.m., Based on a True
Story, Collegedale Church

Friday 1
62-90

Saturday 2
65-88

Adoration: 9 a.m., Collegedale Church, Alan
Parker
SOAP Outdoor Church: 11 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.,
Hiking, Wright Hall
Renewal: 11:45 a.m., Based on a True Story,
Collegedale Church, Alan Parker
Connect: 11:45 a.m., Collegedale Academy,
Kris Eckenroth
Evensong: 5:30 p.m., School of Music, Collegedale Church
Studio 4109: LIVE!: 8:32 p.m., Iles P.E. Center

Monday 4
47-75

Music General Recitals: 7:30 p.m., Ackerman

Wednesday 6
51-78

Music General Recitals: 7:30 p.m., Ackerman
Giving Day Wrap-up: 8 p.m., Lynn Wood Chapel

Sunset: 6:45 p.m.
Vespers: 7:30 p.m., Week of Prayer: Based
on a True Story, Collegedale Church
Star Watch: 7:30 p.m.

Weekly Birthdays

Sunday 3
Cave Open: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., Student
Park
Daylight Savings Time Ends: 2 a.m.,
Set your clocks back one hour!

Senior Portraits – Calling all graduating seniors! Whether you
are graduating in December or May, the last opportunity to get
your senior portraits done will be November 12 and 14 from
12p.m. – 5p.m. in the Sherri Norton Room in the student center.
Please contact Autumn Dunzweiler (adunzweiler@southern.edu)
if you have any questions.

64-85

Tuesday 5
45-78
Election Day: All Day Campus
Giving Day Kickoff: All Day Campus
Performing Arts: 7:30 p.m.,Double Bass,
Xavier Foley, Ackerman

TODAY

Ashlyn Howell

Kopell Ambroise

Daniel Chibaya

Heidi Oxentenko
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Monday | 4

Aaron Trelfa

Leroy Cox

Garik Brown

Wednesday | 6

David Jenkins

Angelyn Edwards

Emily Black

Tiffany Litchfield

Eric Eiselstein

Nicolas Galindo

Lexxi Millin

Ruth-Anne Jean-Louis

Madeline Kim

Austin Oliver

Matthew Jensen

Evelin Sanchez

Genesis Rivas

Andrew Loh

Jonathan Yoon

Saturday | 2

Noah Muhs

Nelsy Alas

Jackson Schlisner

Cy Durias

Christian Teal

Eliana Gemelus
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Senate initiative works to reduce
foam products in Cafeteria

Nicole Dominguez
Lead Reporter

Peteros said. “Students aren’t
recycling the right things. It’s
one thing to put a plastic container into the recycling bin,
but it's another if there’s milk
in it. [Students should] be more
aware of what can be recycled
and what can’t be. Put in the
effort to be green.”
Currently, the Senate committee members spend their time
researching ideas and developing them further. They are
looking at other institutions,
such as Chipotle, that currently
use products that are more
environmentally friendly than
Styrofoam. Furthermore, these
changes will not only apply to
students but staff as well.

This weekend, Counseling
Services is beginning an initiative called Step Forward to
encourage students to prioritize their mental and physical health by signing a pledge
that they will enhance their
sleep, nutrition, or exercise for
two weeks.
According to Counselor Tiffany Bartell, 70% of Southern
students that utilize counseling services get less than
four hours of sleep a night,
with many more not maintaining proper nutrition and
regular exercise.
“Research shows that
mental health is a growing issue across campuses nationwide, and so
schools are really having
to ramp up their focus
on mental wellness...”
Bartell said.
On Thursday Nov. 14, from
12-4 p.m., there will be a booth
set up in the Student Center to
kick off the three-day initiative.
Bartell said that students
will be encouraged to sign a
pledge committing them to
improve one factor of life such
as exercising more, drinking
more water, eating better,
See FORWARD on page 2

Customers get food from the salad bar in the dining hall. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda

Xander Ordinola
Lead Reporter
Senate has recently begun an
initiative to reduce the amount
of Styrofoam usage across
campus. Members of Senate
plan to promote the idea of
environmental awareness and
implement this vision as soon
as next semester.
Appointed by Student Association vice president Luis
Moreno, this subdivision provides students with the idea

Deer cause trouble
on Southern's
campus
Madison Reinschmidt
Contributer
The amount of deer sighted
on campus has increased significantly from previous semesters, and they are frequently
seen on the lawns near Brock
and Wood halls. The presence
of deer in the area has become
a hazard for Southern’s landscaping department.
Although there have always
been deer in the area, Mark

The deers are causing a lot of damage
for landscaping.
They love to eat the
pansies we plant—
especially in the
Garden of Prayer.
Antone, director of landscape
services, said that he has definitely noticed more on campus
this year than in the past 35
years of working here. Antone
explained that although there
are plenty of trails and wooded
areas outside of campus, nearby
construction “has been plowing

Vol. 75
Issue 8

open areas away, forcing the
deer onto campus.”
Other reasons behind their
presence may be due to overpopulation. According to Campus Safety, the deer birth rate
is climbing. No predators or
major threats reside in the Collegedale area, thus allowing the
deer a rather safe environment
to live and reproduce in.
“The deer are causing a lot
of damage to landscaping.
They love to eat the pansies we
plant—especially in the Garden
of Prayer,” Antone said.
Having a large fence to
block the deer from the Garden of Prayer would blot the
landscape, so Antone said the
landscaping team must consider
deer-resistant
plants
for the garden.
“I wish that there was less
subdivision and more country
for the deer to live in. They are
really cool to see on campus,
but have become a nuisance to
all of us working in landscaping,” Antone said.
Some students have noticed
the emergence of deer on cam-

See DEER on page 3

A group of deer wander near Brock Hall.
Photo by Madison Reinschmidt

of environmental awareness
concerning the amount of styrofoam produced and used,
and also its ability to leak toxins
into foods.
Though several ideas have
been proposed on how to
address this issue, as of right
now, there are two main ways
Senate members plan on fixing the problem, according to
Senate member sophomore
management major Nadine
Peteros. The first plan would be

to develop a premeasured reusable container that students can
return to the cafe. The second
plan would be to use a more biodegradable material. However,
that would mean an increase
in tuition due to biodegradable
materials costing more than Styrofoam. In addition, even with
the recycling programs already
in place, it is still difficult since
there are specifications around
what is recyclable.
“That’s why I joined Senate,”

“That’s why I joined
Senate,” Peteros said.
“Students aren’t recycling the right things.
It’s one thing to put a
plastic container into
the recycling bin, but it's
another if there’s milk
in it. [Students should]
be more aware of what
can be recycled and
what can’t be. Put in the
effort to be green.”
“We are hoping that the
changes that are made to
reduce waste on campus will

Southern's campus to host
upcoming AcroFest

Gym Masters get ready for upcoming AcroFest.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Natalie Boonstra
Contributer
Starting today through the
9th, over 1,000 high school and
college students from 35 different schools in the United States,
Canada, and Puerto Rico will
gather at Southern for AcroFest
for the first time since 2014.

“The goal is to spark
an interest in pursuing
gymnastics more seriously in every student
and inspire them to do
their best for Christ in
every other area of their
life,” Schwarz said.
Acrofest is the annual event
where Adventist institution’s
gymnastics
teams
come
together to learn, train and
demonstrate gymnastic skills.
The theme this year is “Live for
Him,” chosen to represent the
Southern Gym-Masters team’s
desire to do everything for the
glory of God.
“We chose the theme through

prayer and inspiration,” said
Richard Schwarz, Gym-Masters coach. “We want to do
everything for the glory of
God. AcroFest will have daily
worships reflecting the theme,
talking about practical ways to
live for Him.”
According to Schwarz, participants with the help of professional clinicians will work to
improve their technical skills.
The coaches will extend their
knowledge about the best
up-to-date ways to perform
gymnastics safely and effectively. Some skills worked on
will be aerial, silks, wall walking,
trapeze and more.
“The goal is to spark an interest in pursuing gymnastics
more seriously in every student
and inspire them to do their best
for Christ in every other area of
their lives,” Schwarz said.
On Thursday evening, students will have the opportunity

to showcase the skills they’ve
learned at the “Southern’s Got
Talent” event.

“Tickets are selling
really fast so I would
encourage people to
get some as soon as possible to come out and
support,” Schwarz said.
AcroFest will conclude on Saturday evening with a show in Iles
Gym at 7:30 p.m. Participants
will perform for Southern students, faculty, the Collegedale
community and others.
“Tickets are selling really fast
so I would encourage people
to get some as soon as possible to come out and support,”
Schwarz said.
The show will also be
streamed on www.southern.
edu/events/acrofest2019.html

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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Forward

glow on Nov. 8 to discuss the
ways that maintaining a good
continued from page 1
physical and mental health
feel,” Bartell said.
improve lifestyle.
Specifically at Southern, on
“Students
need
to
be
the last two years, there has reminded, encouraged and,
been over 40% increase in in some cases, taught how to
The Campus-Wide Mental Health Initiative
• Pledge today!
the amount of students that care for themselves, because,
• Pick up your wrist bands
have reported mental health if you don’t care for your mind
November 14 Student Center 12:00-4:00 pm
issues, according to Student and your body, you’ll eventually
• Challenge runs November 15-29
Students, faculty and staff are invited to make
Development Vice President wear out, and you won’t be a
one small change to better their mental health
through sleep, nutrition OR exercise!
Dennis Negron.
productive student or reach the
Giveaways will be given out goals with the same veracity as
the week after the pledge is otherwise,” Mix said.
made. Gatorade with electroThe pledge is meant to last
ZZ
lytes will be given to those who over two weeks of school and
pledged to exercise more. Small into Thanksgiving break, allowwater boting students to
Poster courtesy of Counseling
“Students need to be
tle will be
do what they
Services
reminded, encouraged, and
given
for
in some cases taught, how can to improve
sleeping more, or turning off
those who
the
area
of
to care for themselves,
technology 30 minutes before
will
drink
their
pledge
because If you don’t care for
going to sleep.
more water. your mind and your body in
whatever
Wristbands will be handed
B e l v i t a you’ll eventually wear out way they can.
out that are color coded accordbars
will and you won’t be a producBoth Mix and
ing to your pledge: blue is for
be given to tive student or reach the Bartell
stress
sleep, green is for nutrition,
those who goals with the same veracity that the changes
and yellow is for exercise. Daily
as otherwise
choose to
do not need
tips catered to each pledge
improve their nutrition. And to be drastic to be effective,
will be given out to help mainlavender products and ear- but merely implemented with
tain incremental and helpful
plugs will be given to those who intention and celebrated when
change. The challenge will run
pledged to improve their sleep.
achieved, no matter how small.
from Nov. 15 to Nov. 29.
Angelica Rodriguez, a student
“A lot of times we get into this
“Research shows that mental
intern for the Community Pan- rigid thinking of, ‘If I can’t drink
health is a growing issue across
try in Fleming Plaza, said, “We eight glasses of water, I’m not
campuses nationwide, and so
will be having granola, water, going to drink any water,’ or ‘I
schools are really having to
and gatorade to give to those can’t get seven hours I’ll just
ramp up their focus on mental
who will be taking part.”
not worry about sleep at all,’
wellness. Not just in providing
Bartell will partner with but really your body thanks you
services but a way for students
Michelle Mix, a medical pro- for any good that you do for it,”
to be really aware of your menfessional from the Campus Bartell said.
tal life and how you think and
Health Clinic, to speak at After-

STEP
FORWARD

Deep Sabbath to
focus on culture and faith

Z

Community members offer off
campus worship opportunities
Bailey DuBose
Staff Writer
Southern Adventist University
students have been attending
an off-campus afterglow that
started at the beginning of this
semester at the home of David
and Cinda Sitler called Klatsch.
David Sitler is the Senior
Pastor at Standifer Gap Seventh-day Adventist Church and
Cinda Sitler is his wife. According to Sitler, Klatsch is their own
ministry to provide a space for
Southern students to hang out
and welcome the Sabbath.
“Here’s a place that you’re
welcomed,” David Sitler said.
“Here’s a place you can come. If
you've had a good week, a hard
week or an in-between week,
here's a place to come and connect with others. It’s a place to
come and connect with God.”
Cinda Sitler got the idea of
calling their afterglow “Klatsch”
by looking through dictionaries
and thesauruses until she came
across the word. According to
Merriam-Webster
Dictionary,
the definition of Klatsch is a
“gathering characterized usually by informal conversation.”
Klatsch offers a place for
conversation, Bible games, hot
beverages, homemade treats,
music and a space for prayer.
There is never a set plan of the
activities for the night, according to Cinda Sitler.
“I felt very welcome and the
Klatsch family was very genuine. It was nice being able
to meet people from school,
sing and read the Bible,” Larnell Samuel, freshman nursing
major said. “They had a prayer
room that I used, and it was a
peaceful place to talk to God. It

really is a great thing that they
are doing and they have a great
connection with youth.”
The main difference between
Afterglow and Klatsch is that
one is on-campus and one is
off. The attendance of Klatsch
varies from week to week. But
according to the Sitlers, one Friday night they had around 150
people in their home.
“It’s really nice. Their house
is really beautiful and they’re
very welcoming,” Tiffany Curet,
freshman nursing major said.
“It was the first afterglow I experienced in college. So, it’ll always
hold special memories for me.
It’s nice to get off campus at the
end of the week and relax with
friends in a home.”
Neither Southern nor Standifer Gap SDA Church sponsor
Klatsch, but both help out by
supporting the mission of it by
spreading the word. According
to the Sitlers, Campus Ministries
paid for and put up flyers for it.

“I felt very welcome
and the Klatsch family
were very genuine. It
was nice being able
to meet people from
school, sing and read
the Bible.”
The Sitlers want to continue
Klatsch for the rest of the year.
They want to expand the ministry by not only doing the afterglow, but adding more events
during the week.
Klatsch is held at the Sitler’s
home, located at 8225 Stillwater Circle Ooltewah, Tennessee 37363, every Friday night
from 8:30 p.m. - 11 p.m. To stay
updated with Klatsch, you can
follow @Klatsch2connect on
Instagram.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
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and article submission
information email us at
accent@southern.edu
For all advertising inquiries, email
John Landis at
johnlandis@southern.edu

Deep Sabbath promotional poster
Courtesy of Student Association

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
On Nov. 16, Southern students will go to Oakwood
University for this semester’s
Diversity Educational Exchange
Program (DEEP) Sabbath. The
event’s theme is “Crossroads”,
and will talk about the intersection of faith and culture in the
Seventh-day Adventist church.
The program will start at
11 a.m. with a church service.
Southern theology junior Bryan
Arvelo and Oakwood theology
junior Kai’ Simmons Hodges will
be the main speakers. This will
be followed by a catered lunch
and will finish with interactive
activities about faith, cultures
and beliefs.
“I really hope this year’s DEEP

Sabbath will help students take
one step closer to bridge the
gaps,” marketing junior and
Oakwood Special Events Coordinator Arion Mccullouth said.
“We all have stereotypes about
each other that are not necessarily true. I really hope that this
year we can put our differences
aside… and talk about things
that make us similar.”
DEEP Sabbath is a once-a-semester event that started in
1997. It was done in an effort
to help Oakwood and Southern
students fellowship together. To
sign up for transportation go to
sau.is/deep

Southern administration to test
emergency procedures

Campus safety, housed on Concord drive, is planning to test its emergency procedures.
Photo by Esterfania Sanchez

Megan Yoshioka
Staff Writer
Southern Adventist University will conduct a tabletop drill
on Thursday, Nov. 14. Tabletop
drills are safety drills that test
an organization’s emergency
response preparedness during
a crisis such as a fire, shooting
or civil unrest.
According to Campus Safety
Director Kevin Penrod, procedures such as communication,
resource needs and employee
coordination for appropriate
response will be tested.
“Each drill the university performs will be a specific scenario. …Within that scenario,
we are evaluating how well first
responders, Campus Safety and
the Emergency Operations Center are communicating information and needs to each other,”
Penrod said. “The drill participants are not given prior knowledge. This allows us to test our
crisis management plan and
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judge appropriate responses
based on the scenario.”
Procedures for tornadoes,
fires and the emergency text
system have been tested in the
past. Depending on what scenario is given, this drill can last
up to two hours.

Table-top drills have
been performed annually at Southern for
over 12 years in order
to meet the Clery Act
requirement.
The drill will be conducted
inside the Emergency Operations Center, which is usually
a room in Wright Hall or in the
Campus Safety building. According to Campus Safety Associate
Director Shawn Haas, the emergency operations center can be
any room that President David
Smith deems appropriate. The
drill will be conducted within
that room and will not affect
daily campus activities.
Tabletop drills have been
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performed annually at Southern for over 12 years in order
to meet the Clery Act requirement. According to the Campus
Safety website, the Clery Act is
“a federal mandate requiring all
institutions of higher education
to disclose information about
crime on their campuses and in
the surrounding communities.”
Students can be better prepared for an emergency by
knowing emergency evacuation routes, assembly points
and shelter locations, listening for and following instructions and signing up for text
message alerts.
More information and safety
guidelines can be found on
the Campus Safety website at
https://www.southern.edu/
administration/campus-safety/.
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More ERC Missions made available for students

Deer

continued from page 1

Twenty-six participants spent their spring break in Santo Domingo, DR
preaching a week of evangelism that concluded with 212 baptisms.
Photo courtesy of Raul Rivero

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
The Evangelistic Resource
Center (ERC) at Southern hosts
many mission trips every
year. The focus is to go into
areas, preach the gospel and
baptize new Christians. This
year, ERC will be going to five
different locations.
There is a trip to the Dominican Republic for $1,100 over
Spring Break. Trips to Argentina, Peru and Uganda will be
after graduation and will cost
from $1,300 and up. Summer
mission trips will last about
three weeks.
Students looking for a
cheaper trip can consider staying domestic and going to New
Jersey for $600 from May 13

through the 24th.
During the mission trip,
students need a laptop to
access the sermons. Additionally, those who speak another
language may have the opportunity to speak in that language. The sermons are also
provided by the ERC so that
students without experience
in theology do not have to
prepare sermons.
The goal of these mission
trips is to evangelize and baptize people, according to the
ERC. Last year, with only 112
speakers, there were 1,662
baptisms. The year before that
had even more with 2,091 baptisms and only 111 speakers.
In 2008, the ERC missions had
only 87 speakers with a notable

Six theology conducted their field
school in Paris, France, this past
May. Photo courtesy of Raul Rivero

4,561 baptisms, according to
the ERC website.
Junior theology major Bryan
Arvelo will be attending the New
Jersey trip. He says he chose
that one because he wants to
preach in the United States,
since he already has experience
preaching in another country.
He thinks anyone considering
an ERC trip should know God
can take care of it.
“If someone is on the fence,
they should know that God can
supply them everything they
might lack,” Arvelo said. “Words,
wisdom, time, or energy. God
has the ability to empower you.”
For more information or to
apply, students can visit the ERC
website at www.southern.edu/
administration/erc.

pus as well. Fynlee Schober,
a freshman English major,
reported seeing five deer
outside of Thatcher Hall as
she pulled into the parking
lot one night.
“I almost hit one of them.
They weren’t scared of my car
at all. It was very strange,”
Schober said.
In order to keep both students and deer safe, Campus
Safety advise everyone in the
area to be attentive and drive
slowly. As of Nov. 5, no accidents deer-related to deer
on Southern’s campus have
been reported.
Some students, however,
are enjoying the presence of
deer on campus.
I almost hit one of them.
They weren’t scared of
my car at all. It was very
strange,” Schober said.

“I haven’t had many intense
experiences with deer and
driving specifically. But I love
seeing them in the morning
on my way to class. It always
puts me in a good mood,”
Emily Turk, a freshman Business Marketing major said.
Although the deer have
become a problem for landscaping, it is important to see
the beauty in God’s nature
and to protect the deer in
every way possible.

Foam

continued from page 1
remain permanently for future
generations who will attend
this institution,” Student Association Parliamentarian and
nursing major Dwayne Tambingon said. “We also want to raise
more awareness on the issue of
excessive plastic and Styrofoam
use by reaching out to students
to provide education on this
matter and provide many different ways they can help out.”
We are hoping that the
changes that are made to
reduce waste on campus
will remain permanently for
future generations who will
attend this institution.

Beyond being a centralized
concept, the idea of eco-awareness extends to the average
person. To Tambingon, helping
the environment is not difficult.
Even adopting reusable water
bottles or using the ceramic
plates in the cafe can make a
lasting difference.
Students are recognizing the
need for change, not just across
Southern’s campus, but also in
their individual lives. “I know
I personally produce a lot of
waste,” senior nursing major
Victoria Manurung said. “I can’t
help [but] feel a bit guilty if I’m
working on the eco-friendly/
sustainability project team, yet
making no personal efforts to
incorporate small changes into
my everyday life.”

Roundtable expands with more alumni

Alumni share with students during Roundtable session
Photo courtesy of Stephen Ruf

Joel Guerra
News Editor
This Tuesday, Southern’s
School of Visual Art and
Design (SVAD), in partnership with the School of Journalism and Communication
(SJC), concluded its fourth
annual Roundtable event.
Roundtable is an event where
alumni from both departments
are invited to return to their
Brock Hall classrooms as volunteers and present to students
about the professional work
they have done in fields related
to the SVAD or the SJC.

We wanted to create
something that genuinely brought value to
the seniors.
The program, which first took
place in 2016, was founded

mainly with the leadership
of alumni Tom Wentworth,
Nicholas Lavanos and David
George. According to Wentworth, there has been significant growth since the 2016
event, which focused only on
the film department and scheduled only 12 alumni. This year‘s
Roundtable had over 60 alumni
in attendance.
The scheduled sessions represented a wide range of topics
such as animation, photography, journalism, television and
movie production, public relations and much more. Presenters also brought a wide area
of experience with them anywhere from advertising for IBM
to working on animating “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse.”
Wentworth said that the reason

this project was started on the
basis that after he and his colleagues graduated, they felt fellow Southern colleagues were
lacking something.
“The school does a fantastic
job of teaching you the hard
skills and that kind of thing
[but] we felt like we had this
gap between knowing how to
start a career,” Wentworth said.
“We all found it. We ended up
finding it on our own but there’s
just a lot of things we wish
we had known.”
In order to extend the opportunities, the organizers added
a special aspect particularly for
seniors called “Senior Cohort.”
This new component assigns
seniors with a professional
alumni from their corresponding fields. The alumni are meant
to act as mentors whom seniors
can reach out to for advice and
networking, not only during
their last months at Southern,
but also as they transition into
the working world.
One of the program’s mentors is Omar Bourne who graduated in 2007 with a degree in
print journalism and now works
as the Deputy Press Secretary
at the NYC Emergency Management Department.
“I am happy to be able to
come back and share the
knowledge and my experience
with the future [students],”

Bourne said. “There is information for everyone, and there is
stuff that everyone can learn. I
wish I had something like this
when I was here.”
Despite it being Bourne’s first
time being a part of Roundtable, he said he is eager to be
here and even added two additional seniors to his list of mentees as he felt his work lined up
more with their major than the
students’ original mentors.

The core purpose of
the Roundtable is to create those connections to
make sure that students
have as much access
to alumni who care
about them and who are
invested in them
Michaela Lewin, who is graduating in May, has participated in
all four years of Roundtable and
joined the Senior Cohort with
2012 graduate Lauren Brooks
as her mentor.
“I think [mentoring] is valuable because it brings people
who have gone through the
same things that we’re currently going through to just
give us that extra reminder that
you’re not alone,” Lewin said.
“It gives you valuable information because these people have
been working in the industry for
10 plus years.”
Wentworth said that the idea

from the mentorship aspect
originated last year after hearing feedback indicating that
students who had attended in
previous years had lost interest because they felt the event
was too similar to previous
years. He believes that they
weren’t wrong and hence, they
created something specifically
for seniors.
“We wanted to create something that genuinely brought
value to the seniors,” Wentworth said. “...We wanted to create an experience that everyone
else could see happening, and
that they weren’t allowed to go
to it to create a little bit of [fear
of missing out].”
Looking into the future, Wentworth said that he and the leadership team plan on continuing to grow the program and
expand it further than just the
three day event. He mentioned
having ‘Roundtable nights’ once
a month throughout the year
where an alumnus joins students virtually in a classroom to
speak over a specific topic.
“The core purpose of the
Roundtable is to create those
connections to make sure that
students have as much access
to alumni who care about them
and who are invested in them,”
Wentworth said.

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN BUSINESS
Business With a Biblical Perspective

Southern’s Master of Business
Administration degree helps you
acquire the skills you need to be
successful in today’s workforce—based
on the biblical principles of honesty,
integrity, and high ethical standards.
It’s convenient
All classes are online. Full- and part-time tracks are
available, and the MBA can be completed in as
little as one year. With careful planning, you can
complete a bachelor’s degree AND a master’s
degree in ﬁve years!

It’s affordable
Southern’s competitively priced program is a
valuable investment in your future
Prep for CPA Review.
Students with an MBA Accounting emphasis
may take the Wiley CPAexcel review courses
for six of their 12 elective hours.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Kevin Acosta, Kristian Perez, Lorenzo Sereno and Jared Chung whisper among themselves during Studio's skit
"Fire Drill."
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Tiago Ferreira pushes Kevin Acosta during his "Midnight Feed."
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

L-R Kevin Acosta, Elyssa Harrison and Selina O'Connor on "Assassins."
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

4109

Tiago Ferreira jumps on table during performance.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Edyn-Mae Stevenson and Grant Vogel perform original song, "Sunshine."
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Autumn Allison and Lorenzo Sereno acting during the night's final
skit,"Date Controversy."
Photo by Estefania Sanchez
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SPORTS

Contenders Start the
NBA Season Hot
David Runnels II
Contributor

The NBA season is heating up.
And with several teams showing
promise, it’s looking like anyone
could be holding the championship trophy in June. The tops of
the two conferences had some
impressive wins this week. The
Philadelphia 76ers have started
off strong and are currently
ranked first in the Eastern Conference. Over the past week,
they won three games, a 105103 victory against the Atlanta
Hawks, a physical 117-95 win
over the Timberwolves, where
both Embiid and Timberwolves
center Towns were ejected and
suspended three games for
fighting, and a 129-128 win over
the Portland Trailblazers prior
to their first loss. The 76ers are
followed closely in the standings by a surprisingly potent
Miami Heat team, which has
been powered thus far by Jimmy

Butler and the undrafted rookie
Kendrick Nunn, who has leapt
onto the scene by averaging
19.5 PPG on 48.4% shooting.
In the West, the Lakers are
back on top. Despite losing
their highly anticipated season
opener to the LA Clippers, the
Lakers have won every game
since, beating the Memphis
Grizzlies 120-91, the Dallas
Mavericks 119-110 and the San
Antonio Spurs 103-96 over the
past week.
So far this season, the duo of
Lebron and Anthony Davis has
been a dream come true for
Lakers fans. Against Dallas, the
duo combined for 70 points in
an overtime game that saw triple doubles by Lebron as well as
by Dallas’ second-year phenom
Luka Doncic. The role players
have also stepped up in a big
way. In the game against Dal-

las, Danny Green hit a clutch
three at the buzzer to send
the game into overtime. And
in the next game against the
Spurs, Dwight Howard had a
14-point, 13-rebound night
to help the Lakers beat the
Spurs.
After the Lakers, the Suns
are next in the Western conference. With a great offensive performance by Devin
Booker, the Suns handed
the 76ers their first loss of
the season. Although the
strong offense that has been
displayed may not remain
consistent throughout the
rest of the season, Phoenix’s impressive defense just
might make them a possible
contender for the playoffs.
However, in this new basket-

Flag Football
Finished
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Flag football playoffs have
officially come and gone with
amazing seasons for the Men’s
and Women’s A and B leagues.
In the Women’s flag football
semifinals, The Shlippery Sisters
beat The Field Goalz 20-6. The
Freshman Fifteen pulled off a
win against The Remnants 6-0.
In the final game for women’s
football, The Shlippery Sisters
beat the The Freshman Fifteen
13-0.
For Men’s B league semifinals, there were some really
good games. Sack Daddies
barely lost to the Wounded

While football has
concluded, yet another fun sport is on the
horizon. Floor hockey
will be starting on
Nov. 11. If you want
to play, sign-ups are
happening now.

Ducks in a tight 20-19 game.
Limar Jackson showed off their
skills while shutting out Lights,
Kamara, Action in a 19-0 game.
In the final game of the Men’s
B League, The Wounded Ducks
took on Limar Jackson and fell
26-18. For Men’s A League semi
finals, Shlippery Bois took on
Touch of Downs and beat them
20-13. Daddy’s Money played
Sweaty Palms and clinched the
win with a 26-7 game. For the
final of Men’s A League, Shlippery Bois played Daddy’s Money
and lost 6-0.
While football has concluded,
yet another fun sport is on the
horizon. Floor hockey will be
starting on Nov. 11. If you want
to play, sign-ups are happening
now. The regular season for
floor hockey will be played from
Nov 11 to Dec 5. This season,
the Men and Ladies will have
both A and B leagues.

NFL Week 9 recap
Noah Collins
Contributor

Through the mid-season
stretch, teams are usually
sorted into the top-tier and bottom-tier of success.
The Chiefs won an important match-up with the Minnesota Vikings without star
quarterback Patrick Mahomes.
Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker
hit a 44-yard field goal as time
expired to seal the win over
Minnesota. With Sunday’s win,
the Chiefs are still in the race for
a first-round bye when playoffs
come around.
Perhaps the biggest storyline from Sunday’s matchups
was the New England Patriots
first loss of the season. Lamar
Jackson trounced the Patriots’
defense, leading the Ravens
to a 17-0 lead in just the first

quarter. The Patriots were able
to cut the lead to four points by
halftime, but costly turnovers
and mistakes gave the Ravens a
37-20 win. The Patriots’ defense
went into the game as arguably
one of the greatest defenses of
all time and came out embarrassed. The Ravens were able to
rush for so many yards that New
England’s rush defense went
from being fourth to 12th in the
league after just one game.
Other notable headlines from around the NFL
include Desean Jackson’s need
for season-ending surgery to
repair a core muscle that was
injured in Sunday’s matchup
against the Bears.
With Cam Newton still sitting on the bench nursing an

injured foot, Kyle Allen is going
to make his eighth consecutive
start next Sunday. In that time
period, Allen has gone 5-1, and
has some wondering if he will
be the Panthers starting quarterback even when Cam Newton is fully healthy. Teams were
interested in trading for Newton before the week eight trade
deadline. But the Panthers
still believe that Cam Newton
is worth more than the teams
were willing to offer.
As the season moves forward,
it will be interesting to see how
the playoffs begin to take shape
in preparation for Super Bowl
LIV.

15% of your purchase supports a SAU scholarship!
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OPINION

Should schools give less so that students...
Sleep Responsibly
Aaron Mumu
Opinion Editor
“Let’s say you go to sleep late,
for example, 12 a.m.,” my Fitness for Collegiate Life instructor said.
Immediately, one of my classmates interjected, “That’s not
late!”
I remember hoping that classmate didn’t have an 8 a.m. class.
Let’s be real. College students
struggle with sleeping; there
is no denying that fact. However, I don’t believe colleges
are obligated to help their students sleep. This is because the
responsibility should always rest
on the individual. This is true
whether students sleep late for
boredom’s sake or because of
the stress and anxiety schoolwork can cause.
If a college student loses
sleep for the fun of staying up
late, that student should be
responsible and expect exhaustion the next morning. I would
share details about these students’ nightlives, but I’m not
sure what they do during those
hours because of my 11 p.m.
bedtime. I’m told the freshmen
hall and Talge lobby are notorious for their late-night festivities. For this group of students,
universities could provide all the
education and melatonin pills
they want, yet they would continue showing up to class sleep
deprived.
However, many college students also know their sleep
issues aren’t so simple. Many are
stressed due to school, work and

Give Me Time To
Sleep

other pressures throughout the
semester. These anxious students want to get a good sleep
but struggle to do so. For them,
Southern already provides services to help with these issues.
There’s tutoring for nearly every
class, counseling and therapy,
as well as massages at the
Hulsey
Wellness

Lindsey Imuro
Contributor
Sleep is something that people can’t live without. It is what
gives us energy to deal with the
struggles of everyday life. However, many struggle to get adequate rest. The reason for this
is simply because it often feels
as if there are not
enough hours in
the day to get
things done.
When trying
to
juggle
a
great
amount of
responsibilities,
the
first

Cent e r .
T h e s e
services
can
help
students
achieve
better
sleep, but it’s up
to the students to
use these services
to their full advantage.
Honestly, if universities
decided
to invest the money
and effort to help
students sleep better, I’d really like
that. However, they
aren’t obligated to do
so. As adults, we are
ultimately responsible for our sleep habits. Instead
of expecting our hands to be
held every step of the way, perhaps we can take ownership of
our own lives; and by doing so,
become all that we’re capable of
being.

thing many sacrifice is sleep.
This is especially true for college students.
College students are already
stressed out because we are in
the time of our lives where the
entirety of our future depends
on how well we perform. Adding the lack of sleep into the
mixture is a recipe for disaster.
Though this may be our own
faults for juggling so many
things at once, it is also the
fault of the university for setting
these expectations for us.
The reason that we as college
students lack sleep is because
of the amount of work we have
to do each day just to prevent

ourselves from drowning in our
responsibilities. We spend six
to eight hours on our homework to make sure our GPAs
don’t drop, and that’s outside
of class time. On top of that,
most students have to work in
order to pay for college, and of
course we have to be involved
in at least five different clubs
to either make friends or make

College students
are already stressed
out because we are
in the time of our
life where the entirety of our future
depends on how well
we perform now;
adding the lack of
sleep into the mixture is a recipe for
disaster.
sure we have enough to put on
our resumes.
There are simply not enough
hours in the day to do all these
things to the best of our abilities
and still get the recommended
eight hours of sleep. We need
help from the university in order
to do our best, whether that be
lessening our load or giving us
access to information on how
to balance our responsibilities
while getting enough sleep. We
came to this university to gain
the tools to help us succeed.
However I cannot learn those
tools if I don’t have enough
energy due to my lack of sleep.

RELIGION

More Valuable than you know
Israel Zendejas
Religion Editor
I once read that the most
valuable baseball card was sold
for $3.12 million. The card was
the 1909-11 Honus Wagner, and
it holds the record for the most
expensive baseball card sold in
an auction.
It is hard for me to really
imagine someone offering
$3.12 million for a paper baseball card that has no practical
use whatsoever. You can’t eat it.
You can’t wear it. You can’t ride
it. You can’t live in it, nor can
you share it. You would think
that the value of something
would be measured by its practical value. With this baseball
card, however, someone must
have seen its worth in order to
pay the hefty amount of $3.12
million.
When I was in high school, I
struggled with self-image as
I was insecure about myself.
I always compared myself to
others and I hated and deval-

I was a prisoner to
my own self-deprecating ideas, and the
more I tried to build
confidence and find
some self-worth, the
louder those ideas
seemed to get.
ued myself when I didn’t measure up to beauty standards.
I believed the thoughts I had
about myself. I believed that I

was worthless, ugly, unlovable
and so insignificant that I could
die; and nobody would even
miss me.
I went to the extreme with
myself. I couldn’t tolerate who I

Never have I felt
more special in my
life than the moment I understood
God’s love for me.
A love that was
enough for Him to
leave a comfortable
home and throne to
die and suffer
for someone
I once thought
was worthless.
saw in the mirror. So, I avoided
mirrors altogether. I understood
I was only hurting myself when
I had those intrusive thoughts.
So, I tried to appreciate myself.
But it felt like I could not escape
my thoughts. I was a prisoner
to my own self-deprecating
ideas and the more I tried to
build confidence and find some
self-worth, the louder those
ideas seemed to get.
One night while I read the
book Steps to Christ, I read
about a God who loved me so
much, and saw enough worth
in me, that He spent everything
He had on me: He spent His life.
Never have I felt more special

in my life than the moment I
understood God’s love for me--a
love that was enough for Him
to leave a comfortable home
and throne to die and suffer for
someone I once thought was
worthless.
As the Kristian Stanfill song
says, “Jesus paid it all, all to
Him I owe. Sin had left a crimson stain, but Jesus washed me
white as snow.”
From that moment, I was led
on a journey to the heart of
God. And in my life, scripture
has been fulfilled: “Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have
become new” - 2 Corinthians
5:17.
Jesus set me free, and He liberated me from the shackles of
self-hatred and depression. In
Jesus I found worth and free-

Jesus set me free,
and He liberated me
from the shackles of
self-hatred and depression.
dom from all the let-downs I
faced and believed. In Jesus
I found purpose for my life. I
found freedom. I found happiness. I discovered what true
love is. I found confidence. I
found a friend. And, in Jesus, I
found my all-in-all.

Courtesy of Israel Zendejas

“You were not redeemed with
corruptible things, like silver or
gold. ...but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without
spot.” 1 Peter 1:18-19.
Just like that 1909-11 Honus
Wagner card, we are of great
value. In fact, we are worth a lot
more than $3.12 million. We are

worth the life of the Savior and
Creator of the universe. And, if
He sees great value in us, why
can’t we see value in ourselves?
Never forget that you’re the
most expensive thing in the universe, and Jesus paid it all for
you.
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LIFESTYLE

Your Local Guide to: what to do next
weekend
Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor

During my four years living in
Chattanooga, I have spent quite
a bit of time exploring. Whether
it was discovering a new coffee
shop, attending a pop-up event,
or checking out the best pizza in
town, there was always something to do on the weekends.
Here is my recommendations
list of things that you can do
while in Chattanooga. Grab your
friends and check out some of
these places this weekend.
1- Valkyrie Axe Throwing (45
E Main St., #108) – I went here
a few weeks ago for an event. I
never knew this place existed in
Chattanooga because it’s tucked
away off the main streets. I was
excited to try axe-throwing for
the first time. It was a bit intimidating at first because there are
multiple lanes of others who are
axe-throwing nearby. However, I
highly recommend this attraction as a stress reliever or to test
those aiming skills with some
friends. Save yourself some time
by going on their website and
signing the waiver beforehand.
Also, save some money by using
Groupon to receive a discount –
valid for an hour for up to eight
people.
2- Adventure Sports Innovation (191 River St.) – This
business has a wide range of

activities, such as virtual reality experiences and renting an
electric unicycle solowheels
around Chattanooga. Regardless of the weather, they have
activities for you to try whether
inside or out.
3- Escape Experience (1800
Rossville Ave., Suite 102) – If
you haven’t escaped from a
room, I highly recommend it.
You can choose different situations such as being in a bunker
or even in a runaway train. It
gives you different challenges
to work through with a time
limit. Check out Groupon for
a discount on the Inheritance
room.
4- Sir Goony’s (5918 E Brainerd Rd.) – Check out this attraction’s fun zone filled with various
things to do such as go-karting,
bumper cars, mini-golf, batting cages and arcade fun. It’s
one of the few places that has
go-karting in Chattanooga. It’s
recommended as a good place
to bring large groups of friends
together for some fun.
5- Classic Arcade Pinball
Museum (409 Broad St.) – Take
a trip into nostalgia with the
huge selection of 70s and 90s
arcade games to choose from.
With an entry price, you have
unlimited play all day. You can

play different games like The
Addams Family, Hercules, Toledo
and more. Check out this place to
bring out your inner child
6- DEFY Chattanooga (7455
Commons Blvd.) – Bring your
socks and get ready to jump.
DEFY is the perfect place to
let your energy run, jumping
on trampolines and obstacle
courses. There are plenty of
areas to jump into like the foam
pits, trapeze, ninja warrior-type
obstacles, and more. Be sure to
check out Groupon for discounts.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
w @sauaccent instagram or twitter in your posts!

Twitter
Amora Gordon @Amoraann #Sr #Social Work

#SAUlife
Soneya Bean

Sarah Pan

No one:
Me: I should have skipped

Aimee Anunciacion @aiancn #So #Elementary Ed.
Ya’ll think they blast the Collegedale Church AC to encourage
cuffing season?

Jamie Henderson @jlynnh8 #So #English
Girls at southern: *minding their own business*
Theology majors: would you ever consider being a pastor’s wife?
_s.bean #SAUlife

Danny Yonkers @DannyYonkers #Jr #Nursing

Jerson Sical

sarahpan_ fallin #SAUlife

Bailey DuBose

Forget Halloween, the real scare is gonna be this nursing test.

Joel Guerra @j8guerra #So #Public Relations
Our campus is surrounded by forest... I PROMISE you that there’s
better places to cuddle in a hammock than the Promenade

Dylan Gibbons @youngdylemma #Gs #Social Work
I really be winging it all the time idk how I’ve made it this far in life.

jerson_13 Exploring Tennessee #SAUlife

Congratulations @thenelsonninja!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
Forever 21 is closing and Kevin is using this opportunity to go on a shopping spree. Join next week with a

Adam Shim

bayleavesokay Yeah I took a fall picture that literally every SAU student takes, what are you going
to do about it? #SAUlife

Monica Mendoza

$10 Forever 21
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!
shimsanity Golden hour with my girl #SAUlife

monicafoorever you don’t plan life, you live it.
#SAUlife
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HUMOR

Students stages of grief
Rachel Beaver
Humor Editor

Denial - This is the student
who, despite it being November, is still convinced that they
have plenty of time to catch up
and continues to procrastinate.

Anger - This poor student
studied so hard but did horrible
on the test. They’ll say things
like, “None of that was on the
study guide,” or, “They’re just a
bad teacher.”

Bargaining - This is the student the professor is waiting
for extra credit or to bring in a
three-month-old assignment in
hopes of getting partial credit.

Depression - This student
is so stressed they can’t get
anything done because they
don’t know where to start. So,
instead of being productive at
all. This student also contemplates changing their major at
least three times a day; a sad
mix of anger and acceptance.

Acceptance - The student
who is done with worrying and
stressing and is determined
to just ride out whatever their
grades are at this point. Many
students who think they’re at
this stage are truly in the denial
stage.

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 7
36-59

Convocation: 11 a.m., Church

Friday 8
Saturday 9
34-54

Adoration: 9 a.m. Church, David Ferguson
Pierson Weekend: 9:30 a.m., Gary Gibbs,
Thatcher Chapel
Pierson Weekend: 11 a.m. Gary Gibbs,
Thatcher Chapel
Merge Worship: 11:30 a.m. Lynn Wood Hall
Chapel
Renewal: 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Church,
David Ferguson
Connect: 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Academy,
LeClare Litchfield
Evensong: 5:30 p.m. Collegedale Church
AcroFest Show: 8:30 p.m. Iles P.E. Center
Symphony Orchestra Concert: 7:30 p.m.
Collegedale Church

Sunset: 5:39 p.m.
Pierson Weekend: 7:30 p.m. Gary Gibbs,
Thatcher Chapel
Vespers: 7:30 p.m. Anna Bennett, Church

31-47

Weekly Birthdays

Sunday 10
64-85

Monday 11
35-56

Southern Sophomore Success: 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room

Wednesday 13
41-27

Senior Portraits – Calling all graduating seniors! Whether you
are graduating in December or May, the last opportunity to get
your senior portraits done will be November 12 and 14 from
12p.m. – 5p.m. in the Sherri Norton Room in the student center.
Please contact Autumn Dunzweiler (adunzweiler@southern.edu)
if you have any questions.

Tuesday 12
23-42
Southern Sophomore Success: 12
p.m. Presidential Banquet Room
Music General Recitals: 7:30 p.m. Ackerman Auditorium

Dalmax Trasporte

Julianne Pictou

Eduardo Campos

Sunday | 10
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Campus Shop responds to student survey: Southern's

Results reveal mixed reactions to new online book system food pantry

for students

Zailin Peña
Lead Reporter
Despite Southern offering to
feed those who are struggling,
only seven to 10 students have
visited the food pantry that is on
campus to help feed those who
are struggling to afford food.
The students that have gone,
have been the recurring ones
who have shown up all semester. At no cost to students, food
is available to those who go.
The pantry was started by
graduate social work students,

AMOUNT OF STUDENTS USING THE
CAMPUS SHOP IN PAST SEMESTERS

200 MORE STUDENTS USED

Illustration by Kahelena Giltner

Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
This past summer, Southern’s Campus Shop switched
to an online platform with a
partnership with MBS Direct.
In the past, students could buy
books directly on location at
the campus store. MBS Direct
offers textbooks printed and
electronic, digital quizzes and
homework options, such as
Cengage and Pearson, called
Inclusive Access. After nearly
a semester of the new system,
The Accent sat down with Russel Orrison, associated VP for
retail and auxiliary operations,
and Danita Payne, Campus

MBS DIRECT THIS SEMESTER
Shop manager, to learn how the
new system is going.
Recently you conducted a
student survey about how
students felt about the new
system. Can you tell me a little about that?
Orrison: Yes, we conducted
a student survey. It went out
to all undergraduates, which
is slightly more than 2,000 students, and we received just a
little bit under 400 responses.
So far what we’ve been able to
see pretty much fits with what
we already knew or highly suspected. The survey was broken
down into three main parts:
the ordering process, payment
process, and what kind of value

"A worthy project":
Continuing the work
of Alexander Ennis
Ciarah Clark
Staff Writer
Alexander (Alec) Ennis, a former senior at Southern Adventist University, died unexpectedly in May before he could
finish his senior capstone project. However, Southern computer science professor Robert
Ordóñez plans to complete the
project within the next year,
possibly using the finished
product to fund a scholarship
for computer science majors in
his memory.

Working on the
project has made me
really think about
that idea of legacy
Ennis, son of Randy and
Wendy Ennis and husband of
Angie Ochoa, would have graduated from Southern in Dec.

Alexander Ennis
Photo courtesy of Angie Ochoa

2020 with a bachelor’s degree
in mathematics, a bachelor’s
degree in computer science and
a master’s degree in computer
science after only five and a half
years of studies.
Ennis spent the Winter 2019
semester developing his project: an encrypted translator
connecting a computer to a USB
drive in order to make high levels of security easily accessible
to the general public, according
to Ordóñez.
Ordóñez is working with a
select group of computer science students to finish the
device, but he said they have a
long way to go and are unable
to predict how much time such
a task might take to complete.
“You’re trying to basically
reverse-engineer how far somebody got,” Ordóñez said. “I
See PROJECT on page 2

the students perceived from
the new program. We also gave
them the opportunity to write
in comments. So out of these
700 comments, we can see
some themes.
So, what were some of
these themes?
O: There were some sticky
points on the ordering and
payment process in general.
For example, students had
some difficulty in creating
their accounts correctly and
charging their books to their
student account.
But probably the overwhelming pattern had to do
with issues regarding Inclusive Access, which is the dig-

I think it [Feed My
Sheep] is a program
that is touching
a big need here
on campus, in our
church and in our
community

ital platform where a lot of
your content, such as your
textbooks, online quizzes and
homework, is available through
an online portal.
We were the first school that
attempted, with MBS Direct, a
full integration for providing
Inclusive Access content, and
there were issues. There were
access issues and connectivity
issues. Students were registering for a class, and then they
were getting paired incorrectly
with their content.
Anything you learned after
this first semester?
O: Hindsight being 20-20, we
were probably a little aggres-

Tania Barry and Marlenny Franco-Johnson in 2013, according
to Kristie Wilder, dean of the
School of Social Work.
Feed My Sheep is a food pantry that is open to all students.
To get food, students must show
their ID card. The variety of
meals includes Ramen noodles,
pasta, beans, vegetables and
fruits. Currently, there are two
social work interns who set up
the donations, Angelica Rodriguez and Jasmine Townsend.
Their mission is to “meet

See CAMPUS on page 2

See PANTRY on page 3

It Is Written headquarters open
close to Southern's campus

Aerial view of the It Is Written headquarters building. Photo courtesy of Matchim Hernandez

Xander Ordinola
Lead Reporter
The new headquarters for
It Is Written will officially open
on Nov. 22 at 9340 Four Corners Place, Collegedale, Tennessee. The headquarters will
feature wider spaces and a
larger staff than the previous
building. The grand opening
will hold a ribbon cutting and
speakers, including It Is Written
president John Bradshaw and
representatives from Southern
Adventist University.
For over 60 years, It Is Written has produced evangelistic
media in the attempt to spread
the Gospel around the world by
developing television programs.
The new headquarters are
also providing opportunities
for Southern students to intern
and grow within their respective
fields. Specifically, students get
to learn more about video production and editing, according
to junior broadcast-journalism major Hannah D’Avanzo.
Though the position does not
relate directly to her career,
D’Avanzo says that it ties in
closely with real-world experience that may prove useful in

the future.
“I want to be a reporter one
day,” D’Avanzo said. “But this is
also a part of it. As a journalist,
you have to be able to edit your
own videos. It’s helped me with
my future career, but it’s not
necessarily what I want to do in
the long run.”
We [also] decided on
Chattanooga for better
access to volunteers,
better access to employees and we are also going
to start a program with
Southern Adventist University, so we want to be
closer to that partnership
Prior to August, over 40 local
workers of It Is Written would
commute to Bonny Oaks Drive,
according to D’Avanzo. Currently, the new building allows
closer access and will include
two film studios, conference
rooms, gym and eating areas.
In addition to the main staff,
there are a few workers producing the Spanish version of It Is
Written, Escrito Esta. Mass communication and media production senior Kehiry Castillo had
the opportunity to translate and
write blogs for that ministry.

Despite the smaller staff, they
produce similar types of devotionals, sermons and Q-and-A’s
as the English version.
“It was very challenging,”
Castillo said. “I had my supervisor come up to me and say,
‘I need you to produce some
spots for the program with Pastor Acosta’. So I had to come
up with the idea, find footage, edit it, find someone to
do voiceover.”
According to Treasurer of It Is
Written, Charles Reel, a majority
of the staff are graduates from
Southern Adventist University.
However, due to the old building being located in California,
it was difficult to obtain employees since the cost of living over
there is much higher.
“We thought it would be
better to move to a place with
more affordable housing,” Reel
said. “We [also] decided on
Chattanooga for better access
to volunteers, better access
to employees and we are also
going to start a program with
Southern Adventist University,
so we want to be closer to that
partnership.”
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Hope Twinkles at Collegedale Commons
Nicole Dominguez
Lead Reporter
On Nov. 10, Southern’s School
of Music performed a 10-hour
play-a-thon
in
Collegedale
Commons, where 130 musicians, parents and other adult
friends came together to play
music from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. to
raise money for Grand Bahama
Academy, a school destroyed
by Hurricane Dorian.
The event, which began with
the youngest students playing
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, is
meant to allow both students
and the community to contribute to a greater cause and come
together. Throughout the 10
hours of music, over 130 people took turns playing together,
accumulating well over 150
hours worth of performances.
The
fundraiser
collected
$3,770, with one anonymous
donor pledging $10 for every
hour of playing time accumu-

lated, bringing the total to over
$5,250, with more donations yet
to be collected. The use of Collegedale Commons was another
form of contribution, providing
valuable space and allowing the
event to remain public.
The Hope Twinkles play-athon began three years ago
to raise money after Puerto
Rico
was
devastated
by
Hurricane Maria.
The money, raised by the
musicians, went to keep
the school afloat, providing
for the tuition of students
and payment of faculty
who continue to attend
despite the wreckage.
“My students wanted to do
something as well. So, this
was where the idea was born
to get sponsors for playing...
They went into the community
and got sponsors from people
I never would have dreamed
of asking,” said Ellen Francisco,
Hope Twinkles organizer and

adjunct music professor.
The first group of students
raised nearly $4,000 from the
play-a-thon, sending the money
through ADRA to fund clean
water to be sent to the devastated areas. The following year,
the fundraiser returned to raise
money for the Redwood Academy which was destroyed by
the Paradise Valley fire.
The money, raised by the
musicians, went to keep the
school afloat, providing for the
tuition of students and payment of faculty who continue to
attend despite the wreckage.
According to Francisco, the
sponsors for the play-a-thon
are mainly family and friends of
the students, with some preferring to remain anonymous but
continuing to support yearly.
The event is open to the public,
meaning that on-the-spot donations were also available.
“I think that an event like this
is really cool because it extends

"Let's Chat" provides informal
counseling sessions

L-R Joshua Shelton, Denise Angel, Katherine Melgar, Xinia Arana, Paola Mendez and Kristin Trammell.
Photo courtesy of Cheri Durst

Trisney Bocala
Copy Editor
This
semester,
Southern
Adventist University’s Student
Success Center created a new
initiative called “Let’s Chat.”
Let’s Chat is a service provided
by the Retention Services’ Student Support Team and exists
to reach students that may not
otherwise come to the Student
Success Center to get the academic or personal help they
need. Students can access the
current schedule on the Retention Services website and will
soon have a QR code they can
scan to find the “Let’s Chat”
times and locations.
According to Cheri Durst,
Retention Services Coordinator, “Let’s Chat” is based on a
Cornell University program
called “Let’s Talk.” According
to Cornell’s website, ‘Let’s Talk”
is nationally recognized for
its success in increasing student access to mental health
care [and has] been adopted
by nearly 100 universities
and colleges nationwide.”
“Let’s Chat” is Southern’s customized version of the program.
“Let’s Chat” is led by social work
and counseling graduate stu-

dents from the Student Support
Team. Everyday they sit at various locations across campus,
including both residence halls,
McKee Library, and Iles P.E.
Center, providing students with
a walk-in opportunity to privately ask a question or share a
concern and, as deemed necessary, be referred to the relevant
resources available across campus. According to Durst, “Let’s
Chat” offers convenient, immediate opportunities for students
to see what it might be like to
talk to a counselor.
“We reach out to students
and offer them services,” Durst
said. “If they choose to come in,
we are happy to help them. …I
think the Student Support Managers would love nothing more
than to have students just stop
by and sit and chat with them.”
I think “Let’s Chat”
emphasizes the importance of student success to
Southern because we are
putting ourselves out there
where the students are.
According to Durst, the general response to “Let’s Chat”
from many students has been
that they do not know what it is.
“I never heard of “Let’s Chat”
until you mentioned it,” said

Southern Accent
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readers to write articles
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However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
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and article submission
information email us at
accent@southern.edu
For all advertising inquiries, email
John Landis at
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Kelly Gustrowsky, sophomore
English major. “I would think it
would be an app where you can
chat with people about stuff,
anything. …I’m really not sure.”
The Student Support Managers have also noticed that many
students are unaware of the
“Let’s Chat” service.
“Not many people talk,”
Joshua Shelton, Student Support Manager said. “They’re
like, ‘Oh, okay cool.’ And they
walk away. I’ve probably talked
to or helped three students this
semester. But overall, I think it’s
nice that students know that
we’re there.”
As more people become
aware of the program, Durst
hopes that the people who
need help will learn to seek it.
“I think “Let’s Chat” emphasizes the importance of student
success to Southern because we
are putting ourselves out there
where the students are,” Durst
said. “Everything we do is about
developing relationships, and
I think it’s a relationship-building capability to go where the
students are.”

Young cello teacher and students, including Collegedale Academy's
band and orchestra director, Greg Lindquist perform.
Photo by Ellen Francisco

this kind of music to a wider
audience, but it also brings kids,
who might not even know each
other, together to play,” said
Erica Robinson, a music education major who participated
in the event. “That’s something

that’s really powerful, I think,
seeing a bunch of kids come
together and then also to come
together for a common purpose
to help kids on the other side of
the world.”

Project continued from page 1
When you’re working on an individual’s project, there’s a huge part
of the progress notes that’s just in
your brain.
have his proposal paper. I have
the work that he’s done, but
there’s a huge part of that missing. When you’re working on
an individual’s project, there’s a
huge part of the progress notes
that’s just in your brain.”
Currently, Ordóñez and his
students are attempting to solve
a problem with the device’s
mainboard. Once completed,
the device could potentially
be patented and produced,
and the money used to fund
the scholarship.
Ochoa wants the scholarship
to provide computer science
students with the opportunity
to focus on studies without the
distraction of finances, as Ennis
himself spent much of his time
working and attempting to
make payments.

“Alec might have finished
[his project] if he didn’t have
to
worry
about
money,”
Ochoa said.
“Working on the project has
made me really think about that
idea of legacy,” Ordóñez said.
“What if someone got a box of
my stuff? Would they see a worthy project? It’s a privilege to
get a little view into Alec’s life
in that way.”
Ordóñez hopes finishing the
project and funding the scholarship will encourage others to
remember Ennis as a student
who saw his studies as his passion and not mere assignments.
“I want to inspire more students to do that,” Ordonez said.

Alexander Ennis with Roberto Ordóñez preparing for a presentation.
Photo courtesy of Angie Ochoa
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Southern offers American Sign
Language courses to students
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
When a student needs to take
a language class, many go for
Spanish, French and even German. However, the Modern
Languages department,
also offers American Sign
Language classes.
According to Speech
Pathology major Mahayla
Toews, one of the instructors is Jeff Jordan, who is
completely deaf and pastors a deaf congregation
at the McDonald Road Seventh-day Adventist Church.
“He’s the definition of cool,”
Toews said. “[The class] is all
in sign language… we can’t
rely on talking.”
According to sophomore
health science major, Rica
Veluz, who decided to take the
class simply to fill three more
needed credit hours, she is
coming away with a useful tool
for her future.
“It’s less common for a hear-

ing person to know sign language as opposed to many
other prevalent languages in
the states,” Veluz said.
The homework for the class is
a workbook that comes with a

aspires to work with special
needs kids and aims to utilize sign language to help
her do that.
“Sign language is something
that would be so beneficial and
could help break the language barrier,” Toews said.
“I also am fascinated by it.”
Veluz appreciates the
community
aspect
of
sign language.
“It’s been less of learning
about their culture in class
and more about being
immersed in the ASL community,” Veluz said.
Toews has fallen in love with
sign language, and believes
that everyone should sign up
for the class.
“Everyone should take sign
language,” Toews said, “There’s
so much expression, it’s unreal.
Sign language is beautiful.”

“Everyone should
take sign language,”
Toews said. “There’s
so much expression,
it’s unreal. Sign language is beautiful.”

Campus

Illustration by Kahelena Giltner

CD and students have to sign to
Jordan in class in order to receive
credit. They also are required to
attend deaf churches on some
Sabbaths and other deaf events
throughout the semester.
However, students don’t need
to know sign language beforehand. Jordan will write on the
board and use slideshows to
aid students in understanding. Toews said the class is
very interactive and engages
students in every aspect. She

ASL Professor Darwin Ayscue teaches signs during class.
Photo by Hannah Moyer

Pantry

continued from page 1
sive in our timeline. We tried to
do a little bit too much for fall,
but we knew that if we didn't do
it, we were going to have other
issues, so we tried to launch.
Also, the single biggest ‘fail
per say’ were 50% of the orders
were placed too late to arrive for
the first week of school. I'm not
blaming students necessarily,
you know, because we didn't do
an adequate job of messaging
which is why we're really trying
to do a much better job in communication this semester, but if
you don't order your book until
the first week of class there's
no way you're going to have it
in time for the first day of class
and so that's kind of a big issue.
What are some of the plans
for next year?
O: We're hoping to do a better
job at communicating things. I
clearly want students to understand and learn that under this
new program you really need to
register for your class, finalize
your class selections and then
order your textbooks as soon as
you can. This will alleviate a lot
of problems.
We’re also going to try and create a web page that has screenshots, navigation descriptions
and FAQ kind of page that can

help guide students in the process of ordering.
Some students felt that the
new program wasn’t providing them as much value what
would you say?
O: This whole decision was
made to provide better service to our students with more
choices, options and seamless integration with Inclusive
Access. There are so many positives that I think once we have
this first semester behind us, it's
going to get better and better.
Anything else you want
readers to know?
O: I don't want students to
ever get the impression that
administration doesn't realize
that there were issues with the
initial rollout. I wish everything
had gone perfectly with the program as complex as this, but it's
hard for that to occur. I am sorry
that things didn't go perfectly.
Instead, we're diligently working in partnership with MBS
Direct to identify the issues and
correct them. And I think we've
made huge inroads already with
more to come.

continued from page 1

Some of the items in the food
pantry.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

people’s
basic
needs,”
Rodriguez said.
Feed My Sheep now has
a
partnership
with
Publix for donations, according
to Townsend.
According to research done
by Stephanie Guster and Laura
Racovita through the School of
Social Work, about eight percent
of students on campus suffer
from food insecurity. According to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), between
14 and 72% of students in universities and college campuses
experience some sort of food
insecurities. The USDA defines
food insecurity as “the lack of
consistent access to enough
food for an active, healthy life.”
Guster and Racovita’s research
was done when the pantry first
opened in 2013.
“I think [Feed My Sheep] is a
program that is touching a big
need here on campus, in our

church and in our community,”
said Karissa Goodman, graduate student in the School of
Social Work.
Danielle Shica, senior psychology major said, “Food and
snacks that are on meal plan
in the cafeteria should also
be on meal plan in the Village
Market. I believe it should
be consistent.”
Feed My Sheep is looking
to help out students who may
be struggling to find food on
or off campus.
The food pantry is located
by Fleming Plaza, next to the
Improv center. It will be open
during Thanksgiving break for
students who are staying on
campus. For operating hours,
students can contact Rodriguez
or Townsend.
One donor, coordinator for
Married Student and Faculty
Housing, Cindi Young, picks
up extra food when she grocery shops and donates it
to the pantry.
“If everyone does a little, it
adds up and really makes a
difference,” Young said. “I’m
so thankful for those operating this valuable resource
for our students.”
“[The food pantry] originated
out of a brain child out of MSW
students about eight years
ago,” Wilder said. She also
mentioned that the department
is going to donate it’s earnings
from giving day to the pantry.

MASTER’S DEGREE IN
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Learn the Technology that Shapes the Future

Southern’s Master of Computer
Science degree puts you on the
road to a successful career in a
cutting-edge field.
A built-in advantage
Recent graduates with a bachelor’s degree
gain the equivalent of five years of work
experience—time relativity at its finest.
Positive outcomes
Position yourself for job growth and
enhancement and straight-forward
access to administrative roles.

Areas of study
• Software architecture, engineering
and development
• Network security
• Distributed systems – cloud computing
• Embedded systems – small electronics
in all new technology
• Algorithms
With careful planning, you can complete a
bachelor’s degree AND a master’s degree
in five years!

Financial rewards
Graduates can expect to earn up to an
additional $12,000 to $20,000 annual salary.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Bass Memorial Academy gymnastic team performs a routine.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Janelle Osvold and Wyatt Gardrer perform an aerial act.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Spring Valley Academy gymnastic team.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Highland Adventist Academy gymnastic team performs.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Tulsa Adventist runs through a routine.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Fajardo Academy executes a stunt.
Photo by Xander Ordinola
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NFL Roundup
Xavier Snyder
Contributor

Domestic Violence
The Hypocrisy in Sports
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor

After 10 weeks into the NFL
season, fans have seen how
their teams stack up against
one another. This is when teams
make the decision to hunt for
a spot in the playoffs or settle
for the NFL Draft three months
later.
One of the teams with their
eyes on the Lombardi trophy
is the Baltimore Ravens led by
the astounding Lamar Jackson.
Jackson balled out against the
Bengals with four total TDs, and
the Ravens even showed off a
play that included three former
Heisman winners in the same
backfield: Jackson, Mark Ingram
and Robert Griffin III.

In a heated
matchup that nearly ended in a tie,
the previously undefeated 49ers fell
in overtime to the
Seahawks
There were also a number
of upsets in the NFL this week
with wins from the Dolphins,
Titans and Falcons. Two teams
also had notable wins, with the
Browns and Bears snapping
their four home game losing
streaks.

On Sunday night, the Vikings
and Cowboys faced off in Dallas—both quarterbacks played
well, but Kirk Cousins and Dalvin
Cook ultimately left AT&T Stadium with the win. Despite the
fact that Dak Prescott threw for

Week 10 marks
the time when the
playoff runs heat
up. These next few
weeks will separate
the contenders from
the pretenders.
three TDs and almost 400 yards,
the Cowboys were unable to get
Ezekiel Elliot going and finished
the evening with zero rushing
first downs or touchdowns.
In a heated matchup that
nearly ended in a tie, the previously undefeated 49ers fell in
overtime to the Seahawks. The
49ers rookie kicker attempted
to drill a 50-yard kick at the end
of regulation but missed and
lost the chance to win the game
in overtime.
Week 10 marks the time
when the playoff runs heat
up. These next few weeks will
separate the contenders from
the pretenders.

Prior to the beginning of
the World Series, Houston
Astros assistant GM shouted
with expletives at some female
reporters that he was pleased
to have closer Roberto Osuna
on his roster. This came after
Osuna blew the save to the Yankees just an hour earlier. Osuna
was charged with domestic
assault and, as a result, his price
tag fell and allowed the Astros
to get him for pennies on the
dollar. This is just one incident
in a sports world that tends to
be hypocritical about domestic
abuse.
In MLB, a similar situation
occurred with current Yankees
closer Aroldis Chapman who
was also traded for an exponentially cheaper deal because of
his domestic violence charges.
Yasiel Puig, Jeurys Familia,
Miguel Sano, Addison Russell
and Domingo German have all
been investigated in the last
three years, and none of them
have lost their jobs for it.
In the NFL, Kareem Hunt,
Ezekiel Elliott, Rueben Foster
(twice), Aldon Smith, Brandon

Marshall (twice), Donte Whitner, Dez Bryant, James Harrison,
Santonio Holmes and Tyreek
Hill have all been arrested and,
while they may have been suspended briefly, continued their
playing careers.
While the NBA doesn’t have it
quite as bad as the NFL and MLB,
they still allowed Jason Kidd to
continue playing, and then get
hired as a coach, after being
charged with domestic violence.
Darren Collison, Matt Barnes
and Charlie Villanueva all faced
domestic violence charges and
walked away mostly unscathed.
The biggest offenders, the
MLB and NFL, have repeatedly
made it clear that they don’t
really care about domestic violence. If you’re good enough to
play in their league, it doesn’t
really matter what you do. Not
that that’s fine, but if that’s their
stance (and it appears to be),
then so be it. The problem is
they both claim to stand against
domestic violence.
The NFL began a “No More”
campaign in 2014 and the MLB
observes October as Domestic

Violence Awareness Month.
And to be fair, the Astros did
fire the assistant GM. The
problem is it came several
days after the team issued a
statement saying the report
was fabricated, and they
aren’t really sorry. The NFL
will just suspend them a few
games and move on.
Domestic violence seems
to be rampant in sports, but

Domestic violence seems to be
rampant in sports,
but a really big
problem in that is
the hypocrisy.
a really big problem in that is
the hypocrisy. If any of these
gentlemen were office workers, they’d be in prison. Since
they can catch and throw
balls, they make millions
instead of being held responsible for their actions.

How the NBA looks now

NHL Season
Recap

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Noah Collins
Contributor

About four to five weeks into
the 2019-2020 NHL season,
teams are starting to settle into
their style of play that will likely
decide their season as a whole.
In the Eastern Conference,
the Washington Capitals lead
with a record of 13-2-3, followed
by the New York Islanders at
12-3-1. The Boston Bruins are
first in the Atlantic Division with
a 11-3-3 record, a solid start to
the season after finishing runner up in last year’s Stanley Cup
Finals. In the Western Conference, the St. Louis Blues, who
are the defending champions,
lead with a 12-3-3 record, followed by the Edmonton Oilers,

who sit at 12-5-2.
Over the weekend, the
NHL decided to suspend forward Nick Foligno of the Columbus Blue Jackets for his actions
in their game against the Colorado Avalanche. The incident
occurred at around 17:15 of the
second period when Foligno
intentionally threw his elbow
towards the face of an opponent. Foligno will also be fined
$88,709, and that money will go
to the Players Emergency Assistance Fund. This is a costly hit
to a Blue Jackets team that has
already had a start to the season with a 6-8-3 record.

Some unexpected power
rankings have been taking
place this year. It is still early,
but there are some teams
showing surprising results in
the latest power rankings.
The Celtics have gone undefeated since their game one
loss and are now ranked #1
with a 7-1 record. Gordan Hayward was finally starting to
look like his old self after his
horrific injury two years ago,
but broke his hand and will be
out for six weeks after a successful surgery. With Kemba
Walker fitting in with the system smoothly, the Celtics look
as though they are finally playing up to their potential.
Some names that you would
expect to see in the top five are
there. The Lakers are #2 with

the second-best defense in the
NBA. Lebron has been no disappointment this year, looking
to take back the throne both
for him and L.A. Numbers 3, 4,
5 are the Bucks, Nuggets and
Clippers respectively. Each of
these teams have been putting
up great numbers landing them
in the top five.
Some surprises have taken
place in the West with the Suns
and Mavericks both holding 6-3
records. The Suns are #9 in the
power rankings and the Mavericks, just missing the top ten,
landing at #11. The Suns have
a re-energized roster that has
us all wondering if this might
finally be the year we see Devin
Booker reach the playoffs.
Even though their stars are
both very young and their

bench has been weak, the
Mavericks have the number
one offense in the league. The
combo of Luka Doncic and
Kristaps Porzingis has been
overwhelming the defenses of
opposing teams.
The season is far from over
for any team, but it always
helps to get off to an early
good start.

Even though their
stars are both very
young and their bench
has been weak, the
Mavericks have the
number one offense in
the league. The combo of Luka Doncic and
Kristaps Porzingis has
been overwhelming
the defenses of
opposing teams.
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OPINION

Climate change: are the media overreacting
or are we simply not doing enough
Make the world a
pleasant place
Madison Reinschmidt
Contributor
When 16-year-old Swedish
activist Greta Thunberg made
her incredible speech to the
U.N. Climate Summit on Sept.
23, she sparked a climate
change movement. People all
around the world have posted
her speech on social media,
hoping to spread awareness
for her cause. But many have
worked to discount the urgency
and validity of her message.
Much of the world
turns a blind eye to the environment and takes no precautions
to “go green.” Meanwhile, summer temperatures are off the
charts, heavy smog covers cities like New Delhi and L.A., and
polar bears are dying due to
melting ice caps. The question
no longer lies in whether or not
humans induce climate change,
but rather, is it too late to stop
the enormous climate change
crisis looming ahead?
According
to
the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, humans are
increasing the “greenhouse
effect” by expelling large quantities of carbon dioxide into the

Climate change is the
world’s man-made
terminator.
air from the burning of fossil
fuels and oils. The careless way
that we pollute our earth has
dire consequences. Climate
change is the world’s man-made
terminator. Global warming is
already changing the temperatures of our oceans and causing
the ice caps to melt. Precipitation levels are changing—making areas of the earth much

The good, the Bad,
and the climate
change

wetter or dryer than they previously were. Farmers will also
struggle
to
produce the
food needed
by the world’s
masses.
Governments
and organizations all over
the world are
re s p o n s i b l e
for promoting
awareness of climate
change,
b u t
many do not rise
to action. Witho u t
activists such as
Greta
Thunberg,
changes may not
be made at all. It
is our duty as citi zens of the earth
to
make the world
a
pleasant place to
live.
Many
Christians
believe
t h a t
because
t h e
L o r d
is
coming
again, it is not
important
to take care
of our earth.
However, as
said in Genesis 2:15, “The
Lord God put
the man in
the Garden of
Eden to take
care of it and to look after it”
(CEV).

Xavier Quiles
Contributor
You’ve
probably
heard
about
this
before, thought about
it, even talked about
it—the
increasingly
political topic of climate change. I remember that as a kid I was
very excited about
saving the planet, recycling and cool new energy-saving
technology.
But now, it is not so simple anymore. From activists extolling radical action
to those concerned about the
effects of radical action, what’s
the deal with climate change?
First, we need to clarify what
that term actually means. Climate change refers to the
increase of greenhouse
gases increasing the
global
temperature,
believed to be caused
by carbon emissions
from human activity.
The effects of plastic
straws on turtles is
not an example of
climate change. Just
because it involves
the
environment
doesn’t mean it’s the
same thing.
One other thing
that must be established is that other
humans must be
our main concern.
According to Genesis 1:27,

humans are created in God’s
image and that means that
everything we do must have
the interest of our fellow man
in mind. No, animals don’t hold
the value of a human being, no
matter how much you love your
pet. If environmental activism is
done while looking out for the
rights, economy and welfare of
people, then by all means continue.
However, as Christians, our
ultimate goal should be leading
others to Jesus; nothing should
overshadow the importance

I remember that
as a kid I was very
excited about saving the planet,
recycling and cool
new energy-saving
technology. But
now, it is not so
simple anymore.
of that. No matter how much
you try to change the environment, it will never fix the root
of the problem; it will never
change the heart. So, should
we try to be good stewards and
do our part to preserve this
little planet? Yes. Should we
be obsessed with it, as if what
we do will save this world? No,
because Christ already saved it.

RELIGION

Spreading beauty where I used to see none
Caleb Sutherland
Contributor

My life has always been
unconventional. Growing up
homeschooled, my first classroom experience was at Southern. At home, I had learned
valuable lessons like hard work,
morals, resiliency, unconventionality and a desire to serve.
At Southern, I learned a new set
of lessons.
Here I learned how to give
professors what they wanted,
how to find my own beliefs
among a sea of opinions, how
to handle people with their different emotions, how to stay
true to my purpose (even when
everyone around me had their
own purposes for me) and,
ultimately, how to find peace

amidst the storm.
My freshman year, this reality hit me hard. Not only was I
suddenly forced to face a tough
transition from a homeschool
background to college, but I
also learned how harsh humanity really is.
About halfway through my
freshman year, I was the victim of a Title IX incident. Adding to my struggle with severe
depression and constant anxiety attacks, I had hit rock bottom. That is when the unconventional side of me kicked in
again.
I continued to wonder: If
God was so loving, why would
He allow so much to happen to
me? And then I realized, He was
an unconventional victim too.
He had chosen to love me so
much that He died in my place.
Even when sin hurt me, He was
hurting with me.
I understood then, that I
could choose to close myself off
from others and protect myself
from ever getting hurt again, or
I could choose to be vulnerable.
So, I chose the latter.
I suddenly found out there
were lots of people directly
around me who were hurting
just as much as I was. I saw that
I was not alone in my struggle,
and I noticed that I could understand what they were going

through.
I understood when someone
described being on the edge of
committing suicide but being
too afraid to follow through.
I understood when someone
described being taken advantage of. I understood when
someone described being at
rock bottom, simply trying to
make it to the next hour. Finally,
this let me to see that I had a
gift. As I began to climb in my
journey through life, I showed
others how to climb as well. And
as I took hold of the One who
had suffered the ultimate pain
for me, I began to see beauty.
Four years later, I still see
the beauty around me. I see
beauty in the eyes of an orphan
child who’s been given a second chance in life. I see beauty
in the healing heart of someone choosing to trust again in
spite of it all. And I even see the
beauty in my own broken heart
as I constantly let go of what is
dear to me in order to follow the
One who gave it all for me.
Now my goal is to spread that
beauty as far and wide as I can.
Whether it is in daily conversations, my medical company, or
any area of work I am involved
in. My goal every day is to share
the beauty I have found in my
life. My prayer every day is, as
the song goes, “Father God,

just for today, help me walk
the narrow way. Help me stand
when I might fall. Give me Your
strength to hear Your call.”
If you would like to talk to me

February 21, 2020

about your own journey or have
questions about mine please
find me around campus or send
me an email. I’d love to talk
about it.
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LIFESTYLE

Student
Spotlight

Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor

Aaron Patterson: TikToker
Aaron Patterson, a freshman
studying communication, religion and business management
has become quite the social
media star. Within the span of
eight months, he has accumulated over 33,000 followers on
TikTok by creating short videos
with his friends. His video, created a few months ago highlighting his last night of high
school, accumulated one million
views in just a few months.
Despite his social media popularity, his main priorities are
God and people. He feels the
calling to be a pastor, build a
church and do outreach.

“I feel like I am being called to
do what I do,” Patterson said.
Patterson hopes to build a
church where people notice
“community in the simplicity of
Jesus.”
He advised others to challenge their beliefs and compare
them to the Bible.
“If you don’t find it in the
Bible, search whether it is biblical or not,” Patterson said. “You
could be raised in an incredible
family, but can find yourself
straying away from Jesus.”
In his free time, Patterson professionally models and
acts. He loves coffee and going
to coffee shops to have deep
conversations with people.
He has a couple of opportunities lined up with modeling and
a new video coming out soon,
centered around the girl he’s
been chasing for the past three
years and finally caught. The
release date has not been confirmed.
TikTok: aaroncpatterson
Instagram:
aaroncpatterson_
Youtube: J&A

Rence Arroyo: Artist
Rence Arroyo is a Filipino
native and a junior social work
major from the Chicago area. He
was inspired to make music at
a young age with the influence
of his dad. When Arroyo was
younger, he sang in church and
in advanced choir during high
school.
Arroyo has posted music videos since his freshman year of
college, but recently started to
post on social media more consistently. He also performed his
first single at 423 Night Market in
front of students and community
members.
According to Arroyo, he has
gained immense support from
friends and family.
“I expected it to be an easy way
to express myself. I tend to use
music to destress myself,” Arroyo
said.
His inspiration comes from
different genres like R&B and Filipino artists. In his free time, he
enjoys cooking, eating, sleeping,
photography and hanging out
with friends.
Although he has a few
more years before graduation,

posed to be my first priority, the
music I do is self-care,” Rodney
said.
His single “tsunAmi,” has been
played in over 80 countries and
is currently at 158,000+ listens .
“My goal is to be able to reach
people with music, and I think
it’s been working. I’ve made
new friendships from people
listening to my music,” Rodney
said. “I’m feeling good about
what I’m putting out because
it’s authentic to me and people
are responding to that authenticity.”
Outside of music, Rodney
knows a total of three lanAll streaming platforms: guages and seeks to learn
more. He also enjoys being
Rence Royal
outside, writing, helping others
Instagram: arrroyo.r
Jonathan
Rodney:
Song and playing piano and ukulele.
After college, he plans to get his
master’s and teach ESL in Germany while choral conducting
at a university.
He offers aspiring students
the following advice: “Publish
your work. Also, don’t be afraid
to be a perfectionist, but don’t
let your perfectionism get in
the way.”
He plans to release an album
in the upcoming months.
he wants “to pursue something
in the field of mental health.”
“I believe it’s overlooked,”
Arroyo said. “People look at your
physical disabilities, but tend to
not think about mental issues,
such as depression. They’ll tell
people to get over it when there
are actual mental issues going
on.”
He advises others “to really
make connections. Not just in
music, but in general.”
He will release new music near
Christmas and Valentine’s Day
along with small releases, music
videos and an EP.

Most streaming platforms:
“jon doe”
Writer
Instagram:
@theycallmeJonathan Rodney,
a senior
music performance and inter- johndoenow
national studies major from Chicago, goes by the stage name
“Jon Doe.”
He comes from a musically talented family and wrote his first
song when he was around eight
years old.
“[Although] studying is sup-

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
w @sauaccent instagram or twitter in your posts!

Twitter
Daniel Hasel @dani_hasel #Jr #Film Production

#SAUlife
Amy Karolyne Dias Nogueira

Sarah Kilroy

I hate when I wake up in the morning and it’s morning

Shirali Pathak @shirali_13 #Sr #Clinical Psychology
earlier this semester my professor said “I’m just mashing your
tators” and I haven’t been able to recover since.

Patrick McGraw @pmcgraw1999 #So #English
The VM’s California Rolls aren’t even made from real Californians
smh
amy_karolyne 2 decades later...#SAUlife

Sonia Joy @sonyuhjoi #So #Biology

Eric Reddig

sarah.eilis I would say “leaf me alone”, but I’m
just too happy #SAUlife

Nicole Carillo

People that like the cold creep me out LOL

Bailey Dubose @bay_what #So #Public Relations
How are you going to pull out a whole meal at VESPERS, I’m not
talking a little snack I’m talking full plate with fish wrapped with tin foil

Taylor Maddox @tailesmaddox #Sr #Graphic Design
this semester has my mind going 100 mph while by body is at 7%
battery

eric_red_dig Call me Peter becasue I’m standing
on water #SAUlife

Congratulations @lilypadohseven!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
Kevin needs some fuel to make it
until thanksgiving. He realized that
Panda Express might just be the
answer. Find him in this issue to join
him with a

Abigail Martin

nykole_16 5 weeks until graduation, I just have to
make it 5 more weeks #SAUlife

Ryan Melvin

$10 Panda Express
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!

abigail_m224 Sweet but psycho #SAUlife

king_ryan242 #SAUlife
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HUMOR

Out of Context Bible Verses vol. 2

Rachel Beaver
Humor Editor

WHEN YOU RUN INTO THE PERSON WHO TOOK THE LAST
PRETZEL IN KR’S...

WHEN YOU’RE AT A FAMILY
REUNION AND A DISTANT RELATIVE
ASKS IF YOU REMEMBER THEM...

WHEN THE NEW COWORKER
TRIES TO UNDERMINE YOUR
AUTHORITY…

“Get up! Let us go. Look! My betrayer is
approaching!” - Mark 14:42
be thrown down from your position.” Isaiah 22:1

“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth. I
do not know you!’” -Matthew 25:12

WHEN YOU COMPLIMENT THE
PROFESSOR BEFORE ASKING FOR
EXTRA CREDIT...
“I do not say this because I am seeking a gift. Rather, I seek the credit that
bounds to your account”
- Phillippians 4:17

WHEN YOU’RE AT VESPERS AND
YOU’RE TRYING NOT TO LOOK AT
THE SHOULDER OF THE GIRL IN
FRONT OF YOU...

WHEN YOU STUDIED FOR SO
LONG THAT YOU MISS DINNER IN
THE CAF

“Let your eyes look directly in front of
you. Let your gaze look straight before
you.” - Proverbs 4:25

“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth. I
do not know you!’” -Matthew 25:12

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 14
48-52

Convocation: 11 a.m. Larry Shears, Iles P.E.
Center
Southern Sophomore Success; 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room
Music General Recitals; 7:30 p.m. Ackerman

DEEP SABBATH AT OAKWOOD – This Sabbath, November 16,
is DEEP Sabbath at Oakwood University. The theme this year
is “Crossroads” If you have any questions, please contact Mark
Galvez at mgalvez@southern.edu.

Friday 15
49-55

Saturday 16
54-57

Adoration: 9 a.m. Church, David Ferguson
Merge Worship: 11:30 a.m. Lynn Wood Hall
Chapel
Renewal: 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Church,
David Ferguson
Connect: 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Academy,
LeClare Litchfield
Evensong: 5:30 p.m. Collegedale Church
GYCSE Outreach; 2:30 p.m. “Thanks 4 Giving”,
3-on-3 Basketball Tournament; 7:30 p.m.
Iles P.E. Center

Southern Sophomore Success; 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room
Overnight Backpacking Trip; 1 p.m., Outdoor Education Center
Sunset; 5:34 p.m. Campus
Vespers: Chaplain; 7:30 p.m. Collegedale
Church

Sunday 17
International Student Event; 12 p.m. - 55-35
4 p.m., Campus

Monday 18
35-56

Archaeology Museum Lecture: Felix
Höflmayer; 7 p.m. Lynn Wood Chapel

Tuesday 19
60-63

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY

Isaac Fernandez

Skyler Schiff

Tricia Dalida

Travis Scurlock

Abby Scoggins

Jessica Huston

Sunday | 17

Josh Thompson

Delaina Mangunsong

Autumn Allison

Brayden Viehmann

Carli McKeown

Earlene Baxter

Tuesday | 19

Tyler States

Dakota Cookenmaster

Marry Bright

Sofie Svendsen

Daniella Hasel

Lisa Ceja Lopez

Friday | 15

Jeshurun Newman

Justin Odle

Rachel Berry

Mike Page

Ryan Ramirez

Hayley Greer

Zkya Romelus

Thalia Tomarere

Jr. Latorre

Kori Wilkens

Wednesday | 20

Joel Negrillo

Monday | 18

Sheila Monrobert

Jaedyn Pond

Taylor Anderson

Jack Wheeler

Saturday | 16

Chase Czaykowsky

Maureen Abilla

Colton Davis

Sherri Dela Cruz

Brittney Finck

Wednesday 20
60-40
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Solar walk Southern makes strides to better accommodate
those with physical limitations
project
planned for
promenade
RESTROOM

RESERVED
PARKING

Bailey DuBose
Staff Writer
Taylor Dean
Copy Editor

The late Ray Hefferlin, served as a
Physics professor for 60 years.
Photo courtesy of Marketing
Department

Megan Yoshioka
Staff Writer
Physics
Professor
Henry
Kuhlman is leading a project
to build a scaled model of the
Solar System along the Promenade. Because the project is
still undergoing feasibility studies, the cost, design and date
of construction have not been
confirmed yet.
The project team plans to
name it the “Hefferlin Solar
Walk” in honor of the late Ray
Hefferlin, former professor and
chair of the Physics and Engineering Department.
Hefferlin began teaching at
Southern in the fall semester
of 1955. He officially retired in
1996, but continued to teach as
an adjunct professor until his
See SOLAR on page 2

The ongoing construction of
the new Wright Hall elevator is
part of Southern Adventist University’s initiative to meet the
needs of those with physical
limitations.
Southern’s Corporate Architect Fred Turner said various
buildings and locations across
campus have already received
changes, or will in the future,
to further Southern’s strides
towards better accommodation
for those with physical limitations.
According to Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
institutions that receive federal
funding must be in compliance
with Section 504, which states
that no institution can discriminate against those with disabilities. Southern receives federal
funding through Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA), which is a vehicle by
which students receive government-funded financial aid.
Title III Section 1.5000 of

Head-on collision
results in one death

the Americans With Disabilities
Act (ADA), exempts religious
entities from the ADA requirements. Although Southern - a
Seventh-day Adventist organization - may in some ways
qualify for exemption, the university is still under Section 504
and follows federal guidelines

Anybody who is in
a wheelchair should
be able to access
any building here on
campus eventually.
to accommodate for individuals with physical limitations,
according to Turner.
“Anytime we’re dealing with
new facilities or we renovate,
we try our best to accommodate the best we can with existing conditions,” said Turner.
Due to Southern’s geographical location, the landscape has
presented challenges. According to Turner, Landscape Services Director Marc Antone is
always conscious of that.
“We’re always trying to think
of ways to connect the sidewalks outside,” Turner said.
“Anytime we connect sidewalks,
we always try to meet the slope

HANDICAPPED
RAMP

to accommodate a wheelchair.”
According to Turner, the original design for the Bietz Center was going to be similar to
McKee Library.
“But then administration
decided they wanted to flush
with the Promenade level. …So,
somebody on the Promenade
can go right into the building
and get on the elevator and go
up to the other floors,” Turner
said.
According
to
Southern’s
October 2019 QuickNotes, the
new elevator construction will
allow for students to get from
the second floor to the fourth
floor of Wright Hall. Along with
this a new bridge will also be
built, providing exterior access
directly to the Dining Hall floor
from Cafeteria Drive.
Plans for these additions
were originally dated back to
the mid-90s, but were put on
hold until recently because the
funds became available through
donors, resulting in the elevator
becoming a top priority, according to Turner.
According to Turner, some
of the accommodations Southern has for future plans include

EXIT

adding an elevator in Thatcher
Hall by extending the lobby and
adding an elevator shaft, as well
as adding more handicap-accessible restroom stalls in multiple buildings.
“Anybody who is in a wheelchair should be able to access
any building here on campus
eventually,” Turner said.
As stated in Southern’s 20192020 Undergraduate Catalog,
“Southern is in compliance with
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act (1973) and is dedicated to
the elimination of architectural
and prejudicial barriers which
prevent any qualified person
from attending. Southern has
established [Disability Support
Services] DSS to provide academic disability services according to the provisions of applicable disability law.”
According to DSS Coordinator
Mariella Pechero, the mission of
DSS is to facilitate equal access
to Southern’s learning community.
“[Those with physical limitations] should be able to enjoy all
the spaces just as you and I do,”
Turner said.

Archaeology Exhibition:

History of the Bible through experience

Joel Guerra
News Editor
One person was killed and
another was sent to the hospital
as a result of a head-on car collision Monday afternoon on Lee
Highway near Edgmon Road in
Ooltewah, Tennessee, according to WCTV NewsChannel 9.
Collegedale Police spokeswoman, Bridgett Raper, told
WCTV that the hospitalized victim is injured but is not believed
to be in a life-threatening state.
After the crash, the Collegedale Police Department
announced via Facebook at 2:54
p.m. that Lee Highway would
remain closed until officers
completed their investigation.
The road remained closed until
after 6 p.m.
Raper also told WCTV the
accident took place in the same
area where a man was recently
airlifted after crashing into a
garbage truck on Nov. 27th.
The incident sparked chatter on the Collegedale Police

Department’s Facebook page
as that intersection has become
known for being a frequent
site of car accidents. Plenty of
locals expressed their belief
that there should be a stoplight
or turnabout at the intersection
in order to slow drivers down,

The incident
sparked chatter
on the Collegedale
Police Department's
Facebook Page as
that intersection has
become known for
being a frequent site
of car accidents.
while some simply called for a
lower speed limit.
This is a developing story and
police will provide updates as
they become available.

Crash on Lee Highway on December 2, 2019.
Photo courtesy of WCTV NewsChannel 9

The Book of Hours Illuminated manuscript
Photo courtesy of Michael Hasel

Zailin Peña
Lead Reporter
The Lynn H. Wood Archaeological Museum is opening a
new exhibition on Jan. 15. The
exhibit, called “From Script to
Scripture: The History of the
Bible,” will display a collection of
Bibles from different time periods, along with the stories of
those who sacrificed their lives
to make the book available for
everyone.
Among the display, there
will be replicas of the Breeches
Bible that was brought over on
the Mayflower, as well as copies of the Olivitán, the Vulgate,
and pages from the Gutenberg
Bible. Towards the end of the
displays in the exhibit, there will

be statistics showing the number of those who don’t have the
availability of the Bible in their
own languages.
The idea of the exhibition
came two years ago when the
School of Religion celebrated
the 500th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation and
museum staff thought of having an exhibition focusing on
the Bible and the influence its
had on the world.
The display will explore how
the invention of the alphabet,
the printing press and modern
technology helped in the circulation of the Bible. The exhibition will also focus on works,
such as art, music, literature
and the establishing of the Ivy
League institutions in America,
surrounding the Bible and the

Reformation.

This is the first
time in the history of
the Adventist church
that such an exhibit
has been produced
“This is the first time in the
history of the Adventist church
that such an exhibit has been
produced,” said Michael Hasel,
School of Religion professor
and Archaeological Museum
curator. “We believe that with
the competing messages that
we are bombarded with in our
society today, nothing can be
more important to point people
back to than the Bible.”
Due to the many variations
of Bibles and their origins,
See HISTORY on page 3
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NEWS
Student film series “Meine
Leidenschaft” highlights
people’s passions
Trisney Bocala
Copy Editor
Spending the nights in sleeping bags, Daniel Hasel and
Lorenz Weisse hiked through
the mountains shooting film
scenes at several locations and
adapting as best they could to
the unpredictable weather.
Hasel is a junior at Southern
Adventist University, majoring in film production with an
emphasis in Spanish. He has
been a devout photographer
and filmmaker since he purchased his first camera seven
years ago. He practiced on his
own, at first, and continued to
hone his skill, taking his camera
through all of his travels.
He has served organizations
in various countries across
the globe, including Lebanon,
Argentina, and even here at
Southern through the former
outreach program, Westside4Jesus.
Eventually, he began to
develop an interest in the documentary style. During the
summer of 2019, Hasel started
a filmmaking project called

“Meine Leidenschaft,” which
translates from German to “My
Passion.”
“I started the project, together
with my cousin, Lukas Sikora,
out of an interest in creating
something meaningful,” Hasel
said. “Telling stories is a passion
of mine.”
Hasel’s first episode featured
Sikora’s passion.
“We spent a lot of time

In the end, this is a
project about friends
who are passionate,”
Hasel said. “I am glad
I can use my passion
of telling those stories and collecting
them, and I plan on
keeping this project
going.

together [and] collected some
ideas,” Sikora said. “I like repairing and working on cars, and
we had all the materials we
needed.”
In his second episode, he featured Weisse, a landscape photographer who was eager to
work with Hasel on this project.
“[Hasel] is one of the most
talented filmmakers I know,”

Weisse said.
Hasel starts by finding someone he knows who is interested
in participating. He then interviews the person and works
off of that to produce a script.
Together they edit the script,
envisioning how the film scenes
can match the text and scouting
shooting locations beforehand
as much as possible.
“The rest is following the person in their passion,” Hasel said.
“...For every episode, I have a
shot-list of what I need to film.
So, it is difficult to work with
classic storyboard because conditions change; and we adapt
the visual storytelling throughout, but the shot-list gives a
structure.”
Hasel already has plans for
two more episodes: one in California, as well as one at Southern. He hopes to continue the
project when time allows.
“In the end, this is a project
about friends who are passionate,” Hasel said. “I am glad I can
use my passion of telling those
stories and collecting them, and
I plan on keeping this project
going.”

Solar

continued from page 1

Solar System Walk
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

death on March 7, 2015.
According to Kuhlman, Hefferlin desired to build a scaled
model of the Solar System for
students but was unable to
implement it because of his
busy schedule.

Pictures don’t convey
the immensity of [the
Solar System] as much
as this would,” Kuhlman said. “We want
to bring the reality of
the Solar System more
down to earth.
“Dr. Hefferlin dreamed of this
his whole life, but wasn’t able to
do it,” Kuhlman said. “We want
to fulfill one of his dreams.”
According to the current
blueprints, the walk would
begin in front of the Hickman
Science Center with models of
the sun and the four terrestrial
planets: Mercury, Venus, Earth
and Mars. The planets’ models
would be positioned at a scaled
distance along the Promenade
according to the planets’ actual
distance from the sun. Each
solar body’s model would con-

Daniel Hasel and Lorenz Weisse shooting their documentary on the Alps mountains.
Photo courtesy of Daniel Hasel

tain a plaque listing identifying
information such as its name,
size, temperature and rotation time. A QR code leading
to more information on NASA’s
website would also be included
on the plaque.
The walk would continue with
a model representing Jupiter
positioned between the new
Bietz Center for Student Life –
currently under construction –
and the McKee Library. Saturn
would be positioned in front of
Hackman Hall, Uranus in front
of Daniells Hall, and Neptune
at the north end of the Promenade by Brock Hall.
“Pictures don’t convey the
immensity of [the Solar System]
as much as this would,” Kuhlman said. “We want to bring the
reality of the Solar System more
down to earth.”
“We hope that this will be a
focal point for campus,” said
Ken Caviness, current chair
of the Physics and Engineering Department. “We want to
put some science out there to
honor Dr. Hefferlin for all the
contributions he made to the
institution.”

First percussion major to graduate this December
Xander Ordinola
Lead Reporter
Over the past four years, the
School of Music has worked on
incorporating percussion into
its curriculum for students to
pursue. This semester, Arnie
Salillas will be the first student
to graduate from the new program, as a music performance
major with a concentration in
percussion.
Before it became a major,
percussionists could only play
in various music ensembles on
Southern’s campus such as the
wind symphony and jazz band.
However, due to the mixed
nature of the field, there were
challenges in how to approach
building the new the degree
from the ground up. The School
of Music had to add practice
times as well as a new class
called Percussion Literature and
Pedagogy, according to percussion professor Richard Henson.
“Percussion is very different
than most instrumental studies,” said Richard Henson, a percussion professor. “My curriculum for the percussion major

makes sure that they are amply
prepared to perform various
aspects of percussion. Early on,
I had to have several conversations about rehearsal etiquette,
preparedness, and the importance of studying all aspects
of percussion -- including the
aspects we don't like or aren't
good at.”
In pursuit of the degree,

It was a big
struggle the first
four years. I was
conflicted because
I loved piano and
percussion very
much, but ultimately I wanted to
pursue percussion.
percussionists learn how to
play several instruments that
are common in bands and
orchestras such as snare drum,
marimba, and vibraphone.
According to Henson, this
includes, learning how to han-

dle the instruments and set
them up for a performance.
“Being the first comes with
lots of challenges,” Salillas
said. “... It was a big struggle
the first four years. I was conflicted because I loved piano
and percussion very much, but
ultimately I wanted to pursue
percussion.”
Currently, there are 20 total
students pursuing this major,
according to Henson. One problem the department encountered was finding enough practice space.
According to Salillas, the
practice rooms were simply too
small to play the percussion
instruments, and the only alternative was to practice in open
areas with other students. However, the music department has
made adjustments and transformed what was previously a
storage closet into a space specifically for percussion instruments.

Arnie Salilas playing the Marimba.
Photo by Rena Chung

Richard Henson and Arnie Salilas pose for a picture after Salilas's senior
recital.
Photo courtesy of Richard Henson
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NEWS
Khabbaz hopes to provide students with a "relevant faith": Q & A

Joseph Khabbaz
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
After being selected as the
new Vice President for Spiritual Life at Southern Adventist
University, Joseph Khabbaz
has spent the last few weeks
settling into his new home
and position. In this question
and answer, Khabbaz explores
what it is like to be in new surroundings, his initial and long
term goals and what he is passionate about for the students
here on campus.
What has the transition
been like to your new job here
at Southern?
It has been a very smooth
transition, and I have certainly

experienced the warmth of
Southern
hospitality
being
here. I can see why they call this
place “Happy Valley.”
What
are
your
primary goals for your first
school year?
My primary goal this first year
is to take time to listen to the
spiritual needs of students, faculty and staff on campus. I want
to truly understand the challenges, contexts, and realities
they experience every day that
either builds their faith and/or
causes barriers to their faith.
What are your long-term
goals for campus?

That every student, faculty,
and staff experiences a vibrant
relationship with God that leads
to a greater sense of their Godgiven calling. We live in a challenging world where many
graduates are seeking to discover how church and faith are
relevant to their everyday lives.
My prayer is that every student
will leave Southern with a love
for God and desire to serve in
the world in their context.
What do you hope to provide for students while here?
I want to provide students
at Southern with a spiritually
vibrant campus and a relevant
faith where students experience God's presence in their
everyday lives. I hope that students will be excited about the
mission of the Church and will
know that the Church needs
them and what they have
to offer.
What services do you and
your office offer to students?
The Office of Ministry provides spiritual care for the university, including preparation
for baptism, spiritual coaching,
counseling, spiritual retreats,
mission trip opportunities and
campus-wide spiritual programs.
What are you passionate

about?
I'm excited to serve young
adults as they matriculate
through Southern. This is a time
of life where young adults will
be making critical decisions that
will set their future direction in
areas of their career, finances,
friendships and spirituality. As
faculty and staff go through
life alongside students, I pray
that both we and the students
will be transformed through a
vibrant relationship with God.
My desire is that every student
will find their identity and value
in God by encountering a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. The world is getting
more complicated; and as students seek to embrace opportunities to shape the environment
around them, my hope is they
will discover their unique calling by connecting their vocation
and faith.
What is your favorite color
and why?
My favorite color is blue
because it reminds me of the
incredible beaches in Australia.
What is your favorite Bible
verse and why?
I have many, but one of my
favorites is Philippians 4:6-7. It
reminds me to let go and give
God all my circumstances that

Disney+: Students give their take on the new
streaming platform

HAVE YOU TRIED DISNEY+?

DO YOU PREFER
DISNEY+ OR NETFLIX?

43% 57%
VOTED DISNEY

54% YES

VOTED NETFLIX

46% NO

Illustration by Kahelena Giltner

Paola Mora
Editor-in- Chief
On Nov. 12, Walt Disney Company launched its own streaming service called Disney+. The
new platform has attracted
more than 10 million subscribers in just under a month.
Among the users are Southern students who have shared
their experiences with the
online service.
The Accent conducted an Instagram story poll that had 195
responses from students and
alumni. The results showed that
54% of the respondents have
tried Disney+, either by acquiring their own subscription or
sharing a subscription with
someone else. Many students
agreed that the platform made
them miss their childhood.
“I was really excited [about
Disney+] because I saw a lot
of movies that made me really
nostalgic,” said Christine Mag-

nuson, junior English major.
“The classics were all there
and it just brought me back
to my childhood.”
Others shared their surprise
with all that the platform has
to offer. Besides classic Disney
shows and movies, Disney+
offers content from Pixar, Marvel, Star Wars and National
Geographic. There is also new
original programming, like the
Mandalorian and the series
adaption of the High School
Musical movies.
“I think it’s really great to have
all those Disney shows all in one
place,” said Javiera Alquinta,
sophomore biology major. “It
was a pretty affordable price
that it seemed like such an obvious thing to get. It has Marvel,
Star Wars and all the [original]
Disney movies, what else could
you want?”
However, not everyone was
satisfied with this streaming
platform. On the Instagram

poll, 57% of students said they
preferred Netflix over Disney+.
Some students thought the
problem was that Disney+’s content felt more limited.
“I would keep Netflix over Disney+ just because it has more
genre variety with the shows
and movies,” said Abigail Martin, a nursing junior. “Netflix has
all the main genres, so it gives
you a bit more to choose from.”

As much as the nostalgia of the old shows
is inviting, it’s not
enough to keep you
watching.”
Others
also
argued
that Disney+ did not have
enough new programs.
“As much as the nostalgia of
the old shows is inviting, it’s not
enough to keep you watching.”
said Joey Rocha, a senior nursing major. “[I would choose Netflix] because there is more new
and original content. ...I mean,

if you think about it, how many
people want to watch a Disney
movie every day?”
Rocha tried Disney+ because
his phone carrier, Verizon,
offers their customers a free
subscription for one year. However, he said that he would cancel his subscription when the
year is over.
Ryan Walker, a theology
senior, shared similar ideas.
“I am getting Disney+
because my brother is paying
for it, but I wouldn’t pay for it on
my own,” Walker said. “I mean
I love Disney, don’t get me
wrong. But there is more out
there in shows and movies that
Disney does not have.”
A Disney+ subscription is
$6.99 per month. There is also
an option to buy a bundle with
ESPN+ and Hulu for $12.99 a
month, which saves $5 on subscribing to the services individually. No student discount is
currently is available.

are beyond my control - which
includes most things.
What personality traits do
you possess that make you a
good fit for the position?
I love connecting with others
and hearing people's stories. I
have a heart for students and
value helping them find meaning by seeing strengths and
qualities they possess yet may
not see within themselves. I
have a great desire to learn and
want to continuously improve. I
love to pick up and absorb information quickly and to challenge
myself. I'm a strong proponent
of continual learning at every
stage of life. It keeps you on the
cutting edge.
Is there anything I haven't
asked that would be important for campus to know about
you and/or your position here
at Southern?
I was born and raised in Sydney, Australia. Before going into
the ministry, I earned a bachelor’s in accounting and worked
as a chartered accountant for
several years.

History

continued from page 1
I think [the exhibition]
is important because we
need to remember where
we came from.” said Archeology Museum coordinator
Angela Edwards.
Hasel said the most challenging
aspect of the exhibitions has
been deciding which items to
showcase and how to connect
those works together. The Institute of Archeology has been
working on putting together
this exhibition since October of
last year.
Those who have been working on the museum believe that
this exhibit will help students,
faculty and staff, as well as any
other visitors, appreciate the
Bible more.
“I think [the exhibition] is
important because we need
to remember where we came
from,”
said
Archaeological
Museum Coordinator Angela
Edwards. “...In Christianity, in
general, Protestants have forgotten what we are protesting. And so, it’s good for us to
remember our roots and to
remember thousands of people
that have died to preserve God’s
Word.”
“Knowing where our doctrines came from is important to understanding why we
believe and worship the way
we do,” said Rebecca Borne,
art museum studies junior and
Archeology Museum student
worker.

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN COUNSELING
Let Us Help You Help Others

The counseling program at
Southern is focused on Christ,
the Wonderful Counselor.
Scheduled for Your Convenience
Classes are held once a week on Tuesdays
to accommodate your work schedule.
Designed for Your Success
Southern’s CACREP-accredited programs
in Clinical Mental Health Counseling and
School Counseling prepare students
for state licensure and provide practical
knowledge and clinical experience.

Grounded in Christian Principles
The training you receive at Southern will
be grounded in Christian principles and
designed to prepare you for work in a
variety of settings.
Master of Science in Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Annual Christmas
A dancer from Irish folk band Danū peforms alongside live music.
Photo by Tierra Hayes

Attendees pose with Santa.
Photo by Tierra Hayes

Benny McCarthy plays during concert.
Photo by Tierra Hayes

Jazz Ensemble plays Christmas carols in front of Iles PE Center.
Photo by Tierra Hayes

Nell Ni Chrōinin sings during performance.
Photo by Tierra Hayes

Members of Irish folk band Danū play Christmas tunes.
Photo by Tierra Hayes

Celebration
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Cheaters Never
NFL Week 13 Recap
Win: Houston Astros Accused of
Cheating by Former Player
Noah Collins
Contributor

David Runnels II
Contributor
Last week, the American
League champion Houston
Astros were hit with a cheating
investigation due to recent allegations of electronic sign stealing.
Sign stealing, predicting the
pitch a pitcher will throw based
on the signs he gives to the
catcher, is a common way that
individual batters even the playing fields, especially since pitchers are much more likely to win
at any given at-bat. However,
the Houston Astros are being
investigated because they have
been accused of doing this electronically, something for which
MLB has penalized other teams
like the Boston Red Sox in Sept.
of 2017.
This allegation did not happen because of random accusations however. This issue with
the Houston Astros first came
to the MLB because of the testimony of a former Astros pitcher,
Mike Fiers. The alleged cheating in Houston’s case involved
using a live streaming camera
to watch pitchers. Once the
sign was determined through
decoding a pitcher’s sign, players in the dugout would hit a
trash can near the dugout a predetermined number of times to
signal their hitter to prepare for
a certain pitch.
To make matters worse, the

team being most heavily investigated for this cheating accusation is the 2017 Houston Astros
World Series-winning team. The
MLB Department of Investigations will interview former players and coaches which include
high profile individuals like

Once the sign
was determined
through decoding a pitcher’s
sign, players in
the dugout would
bang a trash can
near the dugout
a predetermined
number of times
to let the hitters
know what type
of pitch to expect.
Carlos Beltran, a player on the
2017 championship team, Craig
Bjornson and Alex Cora, bench
coaches for the 2017 championship team, Astros fifth-year
manager A.J. Hinch, and the
Astros’ recently fired assistant
general
manager
Brandon
Taubman. If found to be guilty,
the Astros organization could
suffer heavy punishment from
the league, in the form of fines,
or even the loss of draft picks.

Lamar Jackson showed once
again in Week 13 that he is more
than a runningback. Although
Jackson only threw for 105 yards
at 60.9% completion and one
touchdown, he padded that stat
line beautifully with another
101 rushing yards and another
rushing touchdown. Although
Jackson does run quite often,
his seven yards average per
carry are more than enough to
warrant it.
In addition, Jackson leads
the NFL in passing touchdowns
and sits at third place in total
quarterback ratings. With the
Ravens win against the 49ers,
they moved into the number
one seed position in the AFC. If
Lamar Jackson continues to put
up numbers like he has the past
few weeks, the MVP race may be
closed off in his favor.
After getting torched
themselves by the Ravens just
a few weeks prior, the New
England
Patriots
suffered
another tough loss at the hands
of the Houston Texans. Although

the Patriots defense is statistically the best in the NFL, they
were beaten down mercilessly
by Texans quarterback Deshaun
Watson, who had 4 total touchdowns (three passing and one
receiving). After vocalizing the
Patriots extensive offensive
troubles in the past few weeks,
Tom Brady assured fans that
it was being fixed. Yet, somehow, it was even worse than in
the past games. The offensive

The offensive line
was the only bright
spot, as Brady had
plenty of time to
throw, but receivers
failed to get separation play after play.
line was the only bright spot,
as Brady had plenty of time to
throw, but receivers failed to
get separation play after play.
As playoffs roll around, it will be
interesting to see how the Patriots adjust, as they always do, to
win the games that need to be

SPONSORED BY STUDENT ASSOCIATION

won.
Switching back to
the AFC North, the Steelers are somehow still in the
playoff race despite starting their third string quarterback. In addition to the
quarterback position being
weak, the Steelers were also
without wide receiver Juju
Smith-Schuster and runningback James Connor. Yet,
somehow, they managed
to comeback to defeat the
Cleveland Browns at a score
of 20 to 13. Although winning the division is well out
of reach due to the Ravens’
8-game win streak, the Steelers are still in the running for
an AFC wild card spot as they
rally behind quarterback
Devlin Hodges and a young
cast of skill position players
who are looking to play their
hearts out for a long term
contract.
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Do enrichment credits serve their purpose?
This is not how we
grow spiritually

Credits: a burden or a
catalyst?

spectives, and advanced technology to develop both ethical
principles and intellectual flexiKilah Runnels
bility.”
Contributor
Southern’s responsibility is
not to ensure that students proHow many credits do you claim to be Christian, but to give
have? Is this convocation cul- them opportunities to have a
tural credit or just enrichment? relationship with God. The deciThese questions circulate our sion to be changed and inspired
campus often, especially at is solely dependent on the listhis time of the year when the tener. With busy schedules, it
deadline for credits is quickly is easy to become lackadaisical
approaching. As I considered in our spiritual life. Requiring
the discussion about whether or credits allows students that
not credits should be required, opportunity to refocus their
my initial reaction was, no; relationship with God.
we are adults and religious
In relation to cultural credits,
and cultural credits should be it ensures that we are aware
optional. However, my perspecof sociotive changed when
Credits should be l o g i c a l
I began to look at
required because it c h a n g e s
it through the uniand injusallows students to
versity’s point of
be exposed to new tices that
view rather than
are
ideas and fulfills the we
an
egocentric
s o m e goals Southern Adviewpoint.
t i m e s
ventist University
Credits should
protected
has constructed for from as
be
required
its students.
because it allows
college
students to be
students.
exposed to new
Nelson
ideas and fulfills the goals Mandela once said, “The power
Southern Adventist University of education extends beyond
has constructed for its students. the development of skills we
Aristotle wrote: “It is the mark need for economic success. It
of an educated mind to be able can contribute to nation-buildto entertain a thought without ing and reconciliation.”
accepting it.”
Education is not just about
I think a lot of students learning a specific trade or skill,
believe that Southern is trying but it also includes learning
to “shove” religion down their how one can better his or her
throats. According to Southern’s society and nation.
institutional goals, requiring
Although it can sometimes
enrichment credits ensures that feel like a burden, requiring
Southern will strive to “nurture credits allows students the
campus learning communities opportunity to become wellthat engage students with ideas rounded students and can be a
that mark educated persons, catalyst for personal growth.
global and multicultural per-

Zoe Kanas
Contributor
I love both of my LifeGroups
Personally, I do not agree so much so that I would attend
with the system of enrichment even if I didn’t get credit. I never
credits. I understand why the go to convocation unless they
school implements them. As have cultural credits, because
this is a Christian college, it I know I’m fine on my worship
makes sense
I never go to concredits. I feel like
vocation unless they
that
attendthat’s the mood a
have cultural creding
worship
lot of people hold
its, because I know
is
expected.
on campus, and
I’m fine on my worHowever,
I
that isn’t good for
ship credits. I feel
don’t believe
spiritual growth.
like that’s the mood
they help anyAnd if students
a lot of people hold
one in their
don’t reach the
on campus, and that
Christian life.
isn’t good for spiritual required number
The idea of
of credits, they
growth.
forcing
worhave to pay a
ship often causes disgust and fee. What if they have class or
annoyance with religion, espe- work during convocation times?
cially for those already ques- That’s basically fining someone
tioning their faith. I consider for not being spiritual enough.
faith and my relationship with Think on that.
God to be very important in
only that, but fines if somemy life, but I absolutely loathe one doesn’t get enough credits?
attending worships when they Especially if they have class or
are required for credit. I feel work during convocation time?
like it devalues the meaning of That’s basically fining someone
worship and makes my Chris- for not being spiritual enough.
tianity into a graded subject. I Think on that.
get most of my worship credits
from LifeGroups.

RELIGION

Reasons to be thankful
María José Morán
Religion Editor

that being thankful for my
struggles is what has made
Growing up in Central Amer- me grow the most as a person.
ica, I never celebrated Thanks- After all, being thankful for my
giving. In fact, I had never even
struggles was
heard of the
See, there are a cou- the very thing
holiday
until
ple of things that we that brought
I was in high
can do when we find
me to the
school. Howourselves in a diffiplace where I
ever, my family cult situation. We can am today.
has a tradition
decide to accept the
See, there
of sitting in the situation and move on, are a couple
living room on
or we can choose to
of things that
New Years Eve,
we can do
feel stuck.
and
sharing
when we find
with each other the things we ourselves in a difficult situation.
are thankful for in the past year. We can decide to accept the
This is, I guess, our own little situation and move on, or we
version of Thanksgiving.
can choose to feel stuck. And,
While I cannot remember true blessings come when we
some of the things that I have learn from and are even thankmentioned during this tradition, ful for our struggles. After all,
I’m sure the usual things always we would not be able to grow if
come up–family, friends, educa- we did not have struggles. And
tion, etc.
being thankful for them means
But this year, Thanksgiving that we have accepted them
has gained a new and different and have decided to make the
meaning for me.
best out of them.
Earlier this year, I recommitToday, however, I can confited my life to Jesus, and I actu- dently say that learning to be
ally became intentional about thankful for my struggles and
our relationship. Through these mistakes has been one of the
months I have been able to most challenging things in my
experience the goodness of life. I can assure you, though,
God’s love and His friendship, that all of this leads to growth.
and I couldn’t be more thank- And the concept of growth is
ful for the blessing of being what brings me to my second
accepted and loved by Him. But, point.
this journey has given me lots to
I am thankful for all the
think about.
growth that I have been able to
The first thing: I am thankful gain through Jesus.
for my struggles.
This season of thanksgiving
I will be the first one to admit has made me think about how
that this sounds straight up much Jesus has done in my life,
ridiculous, but I will also admit particularly in the last year, and

how much He has shown me His
love and grace.
This is why I am thankful for
Jesus.
Jesus has shown me that
we do not need to be perfect
in order to draw near to Him.
And He has shown me that He
forgives and He embraces us,
despite all our mistakes; and
for that I will be forever thankful. Not only that, Jesus has also
shown me that He never fails,
and that He can put all my broken pieces together.
As we come closer to the

Jesus has shown me
that we do not need to
be perfect in order to
draw near to Him. And
He has shown me that
He forgives and He
embraces us, despite
all our mistakes; and
for that I will be forever thankful.
Christmas season, let us not forget to be thankful for Jesus, who
gave His all to be with us and to
save us.
This year, I have some specific
things to add to the list when
my family gathers in the living
room to share about the blessings we’ve experienced. This
does not mean that I should
forget about the blessings I
have mentioned throughout
previous years. If anything, it
should mean that I should, on
a daily basis, be mindful of the
blessings I have been given.
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LIFESTYLE
How to make your Google Home mini work at Southern
Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor
If you use Spotify, you probably saw the promotional ad
offering up a Google Home
Mini’s to its Premium Individual
and Premium Family account
members, free of charge. If
you are like me, you probably
thought the offer was too good
to be true, so you ordered one
yourself. Update: I received my
chalk-colored Google Home
Mini two weeks later, only to
find out...it didn’t work on SAU’s
Wi-Fi. Now what? Put it back in
the box and take it home for the
holidays? Use it as decoration?
I called Google and 30
minutes later, couldn’t get the
issues resolved. I even called
SAU’s IT department to see if
they could help. Long story
short, they couldn’t. I was confused, but determined to make
this speaker work. I searched
on Google for help and found
someone who had the same
problem and posted steps. Here
are the steps provided so you
can enjoy your favorite album
on repeat.
Disclaimer: The speaker functionality works, but not ability
to command the speaker unless
connected through hotspot.
Requirements:
You need a phone (phone
#1) that can have both Wi-Fi

on, be connected to the WPA2
Enterprise Wi-Fi network as
well as have the mobile hotspot
turned on (I have the Galaxy s9+
and the Wi-Fi share function is
turned on).
#2) You need a second phone.
The second phone is where you
will do the setup! Personally,
I have an old galaxy s6 edge,
but anything else (like your
roommates phone) will work as
long as it is compatible with the
Google Play Store (or App Store)
and the Google Home app. (You
can just borrow someone else’s
phone for a bit. After the setup,
the second phone is not needed
and you can use your main
phone, which is phone number
#1).
The setup:

same time.
4) Connect to the hotspot
from phone #2.

Source:
https://support.
google.com/chromecast/
thread/5416163?hl=en

5) Open Google Home Mini
from phone #2, and go through
the setup.
6) When setup is complete,
you’ll want to change a setting
in the Google Home app.
7) Go to Settings > paired
Bluetooth devices > enable
pairing mode.
8) Go to settings > Bluetooth
> connect to your speaker (do
the same with other phone
if you want it also Bluetooth
paired to the speaker).

1) Install Google Home app
from the Google Play store on
both devices.

6) After setting it up, you can
move to phone #1 and listen
to Spotify or etc. From there
onwards and phone #2 is no
longer required.

2) Make sure phone #1 or
your main phone, which you
want to use the speaker with, is
connected to the WPA2 Enterprise Wi-Fi connection.

7) You should be able, at
this point, to use phone #1 to
control music. It should also
appear in your Spotify, nearby
devices, etc.

3) Turn Wi-Fi hotspot on for
phone #1. Your phone should
then be both connected to the
Wi-Fi and act as a hotspot at the

If you need help or more
detailed instructions, send me
an email: christinarobinson@
southern.edu.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
w @sauaccent instagram or twitter in your posts!

Twitter
Michaela Lewin @theMichaelaLew #Sr #Public Relations

#SAUlife
Joslen Lache

Anaelys Trochez

Thanksgiving Break had me contemplating dropping out more than
the whole semester.

Monica Mendoza @monicafoorever #Jr #Accounting
I would be having a more fergalicous time IF ONLY MY PROFESSORS DIDN’T ASSIGN SO MANY PROJECTS FOR THANKSGIVING BREAK. Which, I’m not doing.. but they’re in the back of my
bugging me

Morgan Nash @mmorgannash #Jr # Clinical Psychology
I’m not sure I remember how to think
trochez_anna Just adding color to your feed

joslenlache As happy as one can be #SAUlife

Happy Thanksgiving!! #SAUlife

Aubri Dancek @aubs_dancek #Jr #Mass Communication

Ana Valdes

Grant Vogel

my head hurts and I’m not even back to Southern yet. Time to turn
around.

Rence Arroyo @notrence #Jr #Social Work
if we don’t come back from break, break can’t be over

Chloe Bastajian @chloelise98 #Jr #Clinical Psychology
Do professors who assign work over breaks deserve rights? Be
honest.

grantsvogel New whip. Jealous? #SAUlife

Congratulations @migdalice!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
Kevin needs to catch up with all his
assignments and projects before
school ends. However, not without
pizza. Get yourself some slices too
with a

anabvaldes Feeling so thankful this year #SAUlife

Jaira Luna

Natalie Boonstra

$10 Little Caesars
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!

natalieejeann one of the many things that made
happy during my time in nyc so far #SAUlife

jai.luna stripes make life a bit more fun :-) #SAUlife
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HUMOR

Christmas Carols for Finals

Rachel Beaver
Humor Editor

(It’s beginning to look a

some extra time?

(carol of the bells)

lot like Christmas)

To even whine
It’s beginning to look a

It’s beginning to look a
lot like finals
Everywhere you go.
There’s a huge paper
due at 1
I only have one page
done

Barely the time

lot like finals

Hark! Students shout

Deadlines don’t care

Time’s running out

Tense is the air.

Everyone is done.

So much to do

And the classes that

No time to lose

cause me stress
Has made my health a
mess
But we’re almost done!

Professor, can I have

Study study study study
Study study study study

Christmas is here
Yet I have fear

Tick Tok Tick Tok

Of failing class
Just want to pass

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 5
41-59

Convocation: 11:00 a.m. departments/
schools.
Southern Sophomore Success: 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room

Friday 6
40-58

Saturday 7
50-58

Adoration: 9 a.m. Collegedale Church, David
K. Ferguson
SOAP Outdoor Church: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.,
Wright Hall, Caving.
Merge Worship: 11:30 a.m., Lynn Wood Hall
Chapel
Renewal: 11:45 a.m. Church, David Ferguson
Connect: 11:45 a.m. Academy, Kris Eckenroth
Evensong: Organ, 5 p.m. Collegedale Church
Wind Symphony Christmas Concert, 8 p.m.
Iles P.E. Center

Southern Sophomore Success: 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room
Kristen Wolcott Memorial 5K Run: 3 p.m.
Duck Pond
Sunset: 5:28 p.m.
Vespers: Chaplain: 7:30 p.m. Collegedale
Church, Anna Bennett

Sunday 8
SA Christmas Party: 7 p.m. Dining Hall

Weekly Birthdays
49-59

Monday 9
66-55

Tuesday 10
36-58

Wednesday 11
31-55

SA CHRISTMAS PARTY – Christmas time is here! To celebrate
the end of the semester and the holiday season, SA will be hosting a Christmas Craft Party in the cafeteria on Sunday,
December 8 from 6 pm-8 pm! If you have any questions, please
contact Maddy Thomas at maddyt@southern.edu.
SA SPRING FORMAL – This year, the Winter Banquet will be
20’s Themed and will be occurring on February 9th. Start looking
for outfits and props that work for the theme! Contact Maddy
Thomas (maddyt@southern.edu) if you have any questions.

TODAY
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Laura Chavarria

Jonathan Diaz

Caleb Anthony

Clemence Harelimana

Carissa Gibbs

Monday | 9

Sarah Hasel

Stefanie Green

Danny Anamuro

Lilly Jorgensen

Kiana Mopera
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Ana Kim

Daniel Petil

Desiree Clemons

Miles Mitchell

Gary Whitney

Janelle Dobson

Mary Thomas

Baylee Willson

Dewell Jimenez

Wednesday | 20

Friday | 6

Emma Jordan-Struwin

Grace Chan

Sarah Bruce

Esther Lee

Miranda Delgado

Marcus Mayne

Mercedes Quinteros

Aaron Mumu

Saturday | 7

Eric Suh

Katrina Rogers

Jeremy Gustman

Fely Trapia

Allison Lowery
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Jordan Tompkins
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The rise of MLB Cheating
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Political chess in the
Middle East

Bible study plans
for you

A time to reflect
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Items stolen
in Hulsey
and McKee
Library

Bietz Center faces continued delays
Weather, permits push completion five to six months

Bailey DuBose
Lead Reporter
Eleven cases of theft were
reported to Campus Safety
during the first week of the
winter semester at Southern
Adventist University.
According to Campus Safety’s
Daily Crime Log, there were two
thefts of backpacks from McKee
Library on Jan. 13 and nine
thefts of personal items from
Hulsey Wellness Center on Jan.
14.
Campus Safety Associate
Director Shawn Haas said the
items stolen in Hulsey were
from the Gym-Masters area,
and the victims include Southern students and Collegedale
Academy students. The backpacks stolen from the library
were from an open area.
According to senior English
major Anthony Nelson, his
See STOLEN ITEMS on page 3

Bietz Center under construction. Photo by Hannah Moyer

Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
A mix of wet weather and
unforeseen circumstances has
put the Bietz Center for Student Life five to six months
behind schedule, according to
Marty Hamilton, associate vice
president of financial administration.

Hamilton attributes the delay
to the contractors’ limited fivedays-a-week work schedule,
costly corrections that have
affected the building progress
and rain.
“Rain was one of the issues,
but when the steel was coming
up, we found out that bolts in
the foundation wall were in the

2020 Chattanooga Women’s Rally
generates varying responses to the
event’s agenda

wrong place,” Hamilton said.
“And this wasn't the university's
fault. This was one of our contractors’ fault. So, the university
did not have to pay, but we had
to go through a correction. The
steel came back down, and it
had to be re-engineered. We
lost three weeks right there.”
The team plans to have the

Bailey DuBose
Lead Reporter
Taylor Dean
Copy Editor
On Jan. 18, roughly 80 individuals, including Southern students, gathered in Miller Park
in Downtown Chattanooga on
a wet, chilly Saturday morning to participate in the 2020
Chattanooga Women’s Rally to
advocate for an inclusive American culture characterized by
civility and respect, according
to the rally’s official website.
Coverage from Times Free
Press over the past three years
shows thousands present in
2018, over 500 in 2019 and only
about 100 in 2020.
Contrary to previous years
where the event involved participants marching through
Downtown Chattanooga, this
year’s rally did not include
a march and instead was
enclosed strictly within the limits of Miller Park.
Junior clinical psychology
major Hannah Sbacchi experienced uncertainty as to what
the event’s objectives were and

what was scheduled to happen.
Sbacchi stated poor communication as the main contributor
to the confusion.
“The lack of people and
weather put a damper on the
whole thing. But it was very
hard to know what was happening because there was no
communication,” Sbacchi said.
According to the Chattanooga Women’s Rally website,
“I felt like we actually
contributed to society
last year. I was doing my
civic duty.

the mission of the 2020 event
was to harness the political
power of the diverse women
of Chattanooga for transformation and inclusive change,
as well as celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the passing of
the 19th Amendment.
Junior social work major
Mahlet Valdez attended the
event with other members of
the School of Social Work to
serve as volunteers. Valdez’
expectations for the rally were
different from what she experienced.
“Since it was my first time

attending this event, I thought
it was going to be more like a
women’s march,” Valdez said.
“But it was actually a women’s
rally celebrating the 100th
anniversary of women’s right
to vote.”
However, due to the event
occurring on the same day as
the Women’s March in Washington D.C., along with other
marches across the country,
responses varied regarding the
different agenda of the Chattanooga rally.
Organizations that were
originally scheduled to appear
at the rally expressed opinions
over the new agenda in comparison to previous years.
According to a schedule
posted by The Chattanoogan
on Friday, Jan. 10, non-profit
organization La Paz Chattanooga was expected to be
present at the event. However,
La Paz later announced via
Twitter on Thursday, Jan. 16,
that it would not be participating in the 2020 Chattanooga
Women’s Rally.
“La Paz’s mission is to
empower and engage our city’s
See WOMEN'S MARCH on page 3

See BIETZ on page 3

Miller Hall tree
removed due to safety
concerns
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor

L-R: Hannah Sbacchi, Jessica Pepper, Chloe Bastajian holding their signs during Women's Rally
Photo by Taylor Dean

building completed at the end
of 2020, but no official date has
been announced, according to
Hamilton. Still, there are further obstacles for the opening
day, he said.
“The local city here also
requires that we have a landscaping plan. So that means all
the sidewalks, all the lighting,
all the landscaping around the
building has to be done before
we can get an occupancy permit. So, I can get the building
built and ready to go; but,
unless I have everything done,
I can't occupy [it],” Hamilton
said.
Students have expressed
mixed reactions to the delay.
“I understand that you must
have some landscaping rules,
but practically speaking it is
kind of frustrating,” said Kari
Remmers, freshman nursing
major.
“For me, it doesn’t make that
much of a difference, since I
would not be seeing it anyway, which is too bad,” said Joi
McClellan, senior music major.

A large Willow Oak tree outside of Miller Hall that was estimated to be around 70-80 years
old was removed over Christmas break on Jan. 7 and 8.
According to Director of Landscape Services Mark Antone,
Administration and Landscape
Services came to an agreement that the tree was compromised and a likely hazard, after
a branch and a large portion
of the tree fell with little to no
warning on July 30.
“Safety and peace of mind is
my most important responsibility for students, staff and community who walk our campus,”
Antone wrote in an email. “Trees
are my thing, but not when they
could potentially hurt someone.”
Antone said trees on campus are routinely monitored by
on-campus staff and evaluated
by professional arborists, especially when there is a concern
about the health or structure of
a tree.
The Miller Hall tree had
begun to have hollowed-out
spaces behind many of the
large branches, weakening

Miller Hall tree being removed
Photo by Arlene Leavitt

their holds to the trunk, making other options for saving
the tree unviable, according to
Antone. He said that he is currently unsure as to why the otherwise healthy tree presented
these anomalies, but that the
tree likely sustained some damage in the past.
After the removal of the tree,
Landscape Services plans to
plant an additional tree near
the same area but further away
from the building.
Some who have been around
campus for a long time, like

Safety and peace
of mind is my most
important responsibility for students, staff,
and community who
walk our campus,”
Antone wrote in an
email. “Trees are my
thing, but not when
they could potentially
hurt someone.
School of Journalism and Communication professor Stephen
Ruf, were sad to see the tree go.
“Well, I was very sad to see
that old tree come down,” Ruf
said. “It was a beautiful, old
grand lady. It was gorgeous in
the summer with its spreading
limbs and I'm sure it's been here
for a very long time and seen a
lot of things come and go. So,
to see an old-timer like that
come down kind of breaks your
heart.”

Miller Hall after tree was removed.
Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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NEWS

Natural disasters hit close to home
Australia: Southern
student selling
artwork to fight bushfires

Darcie Denton holding her art. Photo courtesy of Darcie Denton

Megan Yoshioka
Lead Reporter
Senior fine art major Darcie
Denton is selling her artwork
to support relief efforts for the
Australian bushfires. She has
been creating prints of koalas
using linocut techniques, which
is a form of printmaking. Currently, she has raised $140.
As of Jan. 6, at least 25 lives
have been claimed by the bushfires, according to NPR. The
fires started gaining worldwide
media coverage early January,

“I’ve always
wanted my art
to help people,
whether it be
encouraging people
or raising money
for a good cause.
I want to make a
positive difference
with my art.
which was around the same
time Denton learned how to
create linocut prints. When she
saw that other people were selling their artwork to raise money
for Australia, it inspired her to
do the same.
“For me personally, I don’t

have much of a connection
to [the Australian bushfires],
except that it was really sad
to see all the footage and all
the people and animals going
through this horrible thing,”
Denton said. “I’ve always
wanted my art to help people,
whether it be encouraging people or raising money for a good
cause. I want to make a positive
difference with my art.”
Denton said her goal is to
support relief efforts by helping the people who are affected
by and fighting the fires. She
also desires to help the animals
injured by the tragedies.
Denton is selling her artwork
for $25 per print on her Etsy
shop “that1artist” and is donating 80 percent of the income to
support relief efforts. Although
she has not yet chosen a specific
organization to donate to, she
is considering options such as
wildlife charities, fire brigades
and humanitarian agencies like
the Adventist Development and
Relief Agency (ADRA).
“It’s just a little thing that I’m
doing, but a little can go a long
way,” Denton said.

Philippines: Volcano eruptions unpredictable
Ciarah Clark
Lead Reporter
The Taal volcano in the Philippines released a cloud of ash
over nine miles high on Sunday, Jan. 12, and continues to
emit smoke and small spurts of
lava, according to NBC News.
Paola Mora Zepeda, a junior
broadcast journalism major at
Southern Adventist University,
lived in the Philippines with her
parents for six years. Her parents texted her pictures of the
volcano on the morning of the
eruption.
Taal Volcano erupts on Jan. 12 Photo by Evan Oberholster
“When I first saw [the piccano. No one could go outside
moved out of the country three
tures], my first thought was
for a full day because of the
years ago, many of his friends
that the pictures looked pretty
sulfur in the air, and the ash
are still on the island.
cool… But after a few minutes
was sticky,” Pondi said. “I’m
“Many of my friends still
I realized that this is actually
just hoping that it doesn’t get
have no water, but do have
very serious. This is actually
worse. I feel like it can turn
electricity. Clean water is a
very dangerous, and my parinto a big calamity, and some
luxury in the area right now,”
ents are just a 15-minute drive
students here at
Galvez said.. “Homes have
away
from
“I’m just hoping Southern have been covered by ash, as well as
that volcano,”
that it doesn’t get families that live this summer’s harvest. Many
Zepeda said.
worse. I feel like it in the Philippines. church members have no idea
Zepeda’s
can turn into a big Pray for the situa- what to do next.”
parents have
calamity, and some tion.”
Within 24 miles of the Taal
not evacuated.
students here at
Student AssoVolcano are three Adventist
To
protect
Southern have fam- ciation president institutions: Adventist Univerthemselves
ilies that live in the and
sity of the Philippines (AUP)
theology
from the ash
Philippines. Pray
Adventist International Instimajor Mark Galand sulfur in
for the situation.
tute of Advanced Studies
vez lived in the
the air, they
(AIIAS) and the Southern Asia
Philippines with his parents for
put wet rags around their
Pacific Division (SSD).
five years. Though his parents
closed windows and avoided
NBC News reported that a
going outside. Those who do
larger explosion is likely, but
go outside wear masks and
whether it will happen days or
carry buckets of water in their
months from now is unclear.
cars to wash away ash collect“That just really stresses
ing on their windshields.
you as you’re about to go to
“My dad told me that…the
school, knowing that you’re
trees, the grass, everything
here, you’re okay, but your
outside looked white, but also
parents are there, your friends
muddy,” Zepeda said.
are there, and though it seems
Freshman physical therapy
okay, you never know what can
assistant major Anne Pondi
happen. Volcanoes are very
moved to the Philippines with
unpredictable,” Zepeda said.
her parents in 2013. Her parents also have not evacuated.
“I was scared because my
parents live there, almost 15 Man shoveling ash from the volcano.
minutes away from the vol- Photo by Evan Oberholster

Puerto Rico: Earthquakes and Unreliability
Joel Guerra
News Editor
According to CBS News, there
have been over 2,000 earthquakes in Puerto Rico since Dec.
28, with the most powerful one
being a 6.4 magnitude quake in
the city of Penuelas that killed
one and injured nine others.
Various Southern students have
felt the effects of the rumbles,
and at least one faculty member was actually on the island
during the strongest quake
Journalism
and
Communication assistant professor
Pablo Fernandez and his family
were on the island during the
catastrophe and they felt the
rumbles despite being 45 miles
away from the main point of
impact
“Every hour there was
another shaking so you are like
on ‘aware alert,’” Fernandez
said, before explaining how his
daughter reacted. “My daughter, we were having dinner a
couple of days after, and if the
table would shake, she was like,
“‘What's going on? What hap-

pened? Is there another earthquake?’”
Fernandez said they lost
water for more than a day and
were only able to regain power
through a generator while those
without generators continued
without electricity for days.

“It’s a nation trying to recover themselves...and now
you are hit again. I
don’t think you can
be ready for this,”
Fernandez said. “If
there’s something
that remains from
Maria, it is the willingness to help each
other and support
each other.”
Senior broadcast journalism
major Gia Arroyo, who moved
from Puerto Rico to the U.S.
at the age of three and visits
family on the island annually,
expressed empathy for those
on the island.
“In 2017, they had
such an awful year that I think

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

now they don’t take things for
granted, but they’re also prepared for the worst,” Arroyo
said. “I get a lot of anxiety
because I’m thinking about
[Puerto Rico,] and I’m just thinking about my family.”
Arroyo noted that she believes
Hurricane Maria and the lack of
preparation in 2017 motivated
residents to be more prepared
for a similar situation this time
around. For example, Arroyo
said she was able to locate her
grandfather and verify that
he was okay through a photo
posted on a Facebook group
where Puerto Ricans who do
not live on the island can stay
updated during catastrophes.
On the other hand, Fernandez
said that he does not believe it
is possible to be ready for such
an event, especially when the
island is still recovering from
Hurricane Maria. However,
he does believe the hurricane
helped catalyze a sense of community.
“It’s a nation trying to recover
themselves. … And now you are
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hit again. I don’t think you can
be ready for this,” Fernandez
said. “If there’s something that
remains from Maria, it is the
willingness to help each other
and support each other.”
On Monday, eight warehouses in various cities were
found full of rescue supplies
that the government had failed
to distribute.
“It goes to show how greed
can overcome even the most
altruistic motives,” said sophomore psychology major, Jon

Pinero, in response to the hidden supplies.
Puerto
Rico’s
Governor,
Wanda Vazquez, fired the
island’s director of emergencies
immediately following the incident
“You try to find different ways
to help your family by sending
stuff over,” Arroyo said. “But
then also, people are in such
desperate need, you don’t know
if it’s gonna get there.”

House affected by earthquakes in Puerto Rico
Photos provided by Gia Arroyo.
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NEWS
Bietz Center

Lynn H. Wood Archaeological
Museum opens new rare Bible exhibit

continued from page 1

Southern broke ground for
the building on April 28, 2016,
and started construction in July
2018. The building is designed
for student support activities,
including a new eatery, student
support services and space for
students to hang out.

Featured artifacts include a replica of the Breeches Bible brought
over on the Mayflower and an original printing of the 95 theses
Bietz Center under construction.
Photo by Hannah Moyer

Stolen Items continued from page 1
backpack was stolen from the
second floor of the library.
“I'm sure [Campus Safety is]
doing their best; but I haven't
heard from them at all. So, I
don't imagine I'll ever see my
stuff again,” Nelson said. “I just
want my stuff back. I haven't

I just want my
stuff back.
had my stuff stolen since I was
10 years old, and it just feels so
violating.”
Haas said in terms of leaving

items unattended, students
should act as if they are in any
public space.
“Any safety precautions you
would take in Downtown Chattanooga, you should also use
on Southern’s campus,” he said.
According to Haas, these
cases have been turned over
to Collegedale Police, and the
investigations are ongoing.
Students with any information regarding either one of
these cases, contact Campus
Safety at 423-236-2100.

Women's March continued from page 1
Latinx community, and we will eral, last year was more orgacontinue to seek opportunities nized. I felt like we actually conto fulfill that mission,” La Paz tributed to society. I was doing
said via Twitter.
my civic duty,” Bastajian said.
La Paz was unavailable for “Personally, I thought the event
further comment on the non was a bust. I was disappointed
profit’s withdrawal from the because they [the Women’s
Rally] weren’t upset enough or
rally.
Responses from Southern driven enough to go out and
students who were present var- fight for women who actually
ied in regards to the success of need to be fought for.”
Despite the
the Chattanooga
I was disappointed various opinWomen’s Rally.
because they [the ions regarding
“This event was
Women's Rally
the atmosphere
very motivational
weren't
upset or
and the elefor me. Not only
driven enough to ments of the
did they have
amazing speak- go out and fight for event, speakers
ers from differ- people who actually reiterated the
need to be
main objective
ent backgrounds,
fought for.
of the rally to
but they also had
booths to encourage people to remind participants why they
were there.
vote,” Valdez said.
Carol Berz, one of the speakAccording to junior clinical
psychology major Chloe Bas- ers for the Women’s Rally and
tajian, the atmosphere at this co-chair of the Mayor's Council
year’s rally differed significantly for Women, said, “The issues we
in terms of speakers, turn-out deal with aren't Republican or
Democrat, they’re human. And
numbers and energy.
“[Last year], there was actu- we need to all pull together.”
ally a march. There were no
Republican speakers last year
like there was this year. In gen-

Alissa Tanguay and Caleb Cook enjoying the Museum.
Photo by Paola Mora

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
The Lynn H. Wood Archaeological museum opened its
new exhibit to the public last
Wednesday, Jan. 15. “From
Script to Scriptures” features
a collection of rare Bibles and
Christian books from different
time periods.
In celebration of the exhibit,
invited guests attended a banquet, as well as a lecture, and
received an exclusive tour of
the display the day before its
official opening. Professors,
sponsors and members from
the media were among the
guests.
“This is definitely a very special collection,” said exhibit
research
assistant
Keldie
Paroschi. “The selection of the
books that we have here is
amazing. Some of the books
are very rare, and it’s very special for Southern to have that.”
Among the collection is a
portion of a Gutenberg Bible, a
Waldensian Bible and a replica
of the Breeches Bible. This
is the first time the Lynn H.
Wood Archaeological Museum
will have a display focusing on

books and the first time the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
will have produced such a
display, according to the
School of Religion professor
and museum curator Michael
Hasel.
Community
members,
alumni, students, faculty and
staff have visited the exhibit
since its opening. Some have

It is our hope
that students
and faculty will be
educated in the
rich history of the
Bible, the sacrifice
and millions of lives
lost in preserving
its content over the
centuries…
expressed how the exhibit
helped them learn more about
God’s work throughout history.
“It’s not just books, but it’s a
history of what God has done
for us,” graphic design alumnus and exhibit designer Caleb
Cook said. “It’s a different way
of looking at the history of the

world; and, in a way, it’s a testament of what God is doing and
can do for us.”
The idea for the exhibit originated two years ago, during
the 500th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation. Now,
the exhibit will remain open to
the public for one and a half to
two years. Hasel invites everyone to pay a visit.
“It is our hope that students
and faculty will be educated in
the rich history of the Bible, the
sacrifice and millions of lives
lost in preserving its content
over the centuries,” Hasel said.
“It is also important for us to
remember the principles upon
which this great republic was
founded: freedom of religion,
freedom to worship God, and
freedom of the tyranny and
persecution suffered, for so
many centuries, by Christians
in other lands.”
To find the museum’s hours
go to southern.edu/archeology. Guests are asked not to
take photos of the display.

Student-started
Chinese Seventh-day
Adventist Church
blooms in Collegedale
Elise Deschamps
Lead Reporter
Less than three years ago,
the earliest members of the
High Point Chinese Seventh-day
Adventist Fellowship were worshiping in Dennis Li’s family living room. The group has grown
rapidly, however, establishing
itself as a spiritual presence in
Ooltewah.
While attending an Adventist-Laymen’s Services & Industries convention in 2017 in
Texas, out of hundreds of
attendees, Li, a December 2019
Southern graduate, happened
to be assigned to sit at dinner
with members of the Su Casa
Spanish-American Church in
Collegedale.
That September, the Chinese
congregation began to meet at
Su Casa for Friday vespers and
in room 3009 of Brock Hall for
Sabbath morning church services. More Chinese families,
students and community members started to attend the worship service. Slowly, the attendance began to grow from just
a dozen attendees to around 20
to 30 people. Today their con-

gregation continues to have
consistent attendance between
50 and 80 people.
After some time of prayer and
conversation, in September of
2019, the Chinese congregation, Su Casa congregation and
a strong volunteer force started
renovations at High Point
Church on Camp Road. They finStudents put on Dragon Dance during Chinese New Year celebration.
Photo courtesy of Dennis Li
ished enough to start holding
Sabbath services
n o n - C h r i s t i a n dan, freshman health science
on Oct. 5.
We are a young members of the major who attended the con“We felt a burchurch. Students community have cert.
den to start a
Marcus Abejar, a senior studyare our pianists, attended church
ministry in this
services
simply
to
ing
marketing, admired that “it
tell our children's
area,” Li said.
experience
Chiwas
another Asian church in
“We
wanted stories, lead our
nese culture and the area that was family-based,
another
place Sabbath schools
community.
had potluck and [his] group of
to
minister and some help in
“We
are
a friends easily got involved.”
to
students;
the kitchen.
young
church.
Nando Welan, a senior studysomewhere
Students are our pianists, tell ing marketing at Kennesaw
local where they feel that they
our children’s stories, lead our State University in Georgia, has
belong. Anyone willing to be
Sabbath schools and some help attended nearly every Saturday
used by God can get involved.
in the kitchen,” Li said.
since the church’s public openIt’s about the church.”
In December, they held a ing.
They have rapidly developed
Christmas Show where some
“One thing I noticed is that
ministries including a youth
Southern
students
played they have good energy; super
ministry, a children’s ministry,
instruments and sang.
warm, and welcoming,” Welan
a prayer ministry and a hos“It was amazing. The music said.
pitality ministry. Additionally,
was so good,” said Emma JorOn Sunday, Jan. 19, they

hosted a Chinese New Year celebration in the church’s parking
lot. The celebration featured
a traditional Chinese “Dragon
Dance,” Chinese cuisine, red
lantern decorations and more.
According to Li, the church
looks forward to providing Chinese lessons, an English as a
Second Language program,
cooking classes and more community events in the future.

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

4 | Thursday, January 23, 2020

NEWS

MLK

Quincey Carter volunteering. Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Day 2 0 2 0

Victoria Mills and Gabriella Amick painting masks. Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Josh Kim takes Joseph Chang's taking blood pressure. Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Fin Boyson carries food. Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Josh Hahn working at the Salvation Army Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Volunteers cutting bed frames for Sleep In Heavenly Peace.
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Betsy Cortez playing Creationary with kids at the Chambliss Center for Children.
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Caleb Spitalsky doing wood work. Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Merge Choir leading out in song service at Isle's Gym. Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola
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SPORTS

The NBA climbers: The rise of MLB cheating
An early look at the scandals
NBA MVP ladder
Noah Collins
Contributor

David Runnels II
Contributor
The NBA season is racing
toward the All-Star Break, and
the narratives this season are
definitely anticipating the hype.
With the breakup of big threes
around the league during the
offseason, the spread of talent
has brought balance to the NBA,
something that has lacked seen
since Boston’s big three of Ray
Allen, Kevin Garnett and Paul
Pierce back in 2008. While the
balance of power has shifted,
the players in the MVP Ladder
have mostly stayed the same.
1. Giannis Antetokounmpo –
Forward, Milwaukee Bucks
The Bucks forward, coming off one of his best seasons where he led his team to
the Eastern Conference Finals
and was named MVP, has not
slowed down. He’s averaging 30
points, 12.9 rebounds and 5.6
assists, along with 1 steal and
1 block per game. His impressive numbers are not just good
for his MVP resume, but have
also translated into team success. The Bucks are leading the
league with a 39-6 record and
are dominating their opponents
by an average of over 12 points.
With success like this, it is no
wonder that he is number one
on the MVP ladder.
2. Lebron James - Forward,
Los Angeles Lakers
The inclusion of Lebron James
in the MVP ladder is something
basketball fans have come to
expect over the years. Lebron, who is playing in his 17th
season, has not seen much of
a dip in his production at all.
Even though his team has dealt
with injuries to Kyle Kuzma and

Anthony Davis, Lebron has been
able to carry the offensive load,
which was proven by his average of 25.2 points per game, 7.6
rebounds, 11 assists, and 1.3
steals a game, leading his team
to a record of 34-9, good for the
first seed in the Western Conference.

While the
balance of
power has shifted, the players
in the MVP Ladder have mostly
stayed
3. Luka Doncic - Point Guard/
Forward, Dallas Mavericks
While fans are used to seeing the first two players on
the MVP ladder, Luka Doncic
is new to the MVP race. Fresh
off his rookie season, Doncic’s
stock has risen even higher.
He is averaging 28.9 points,
9.7 rebounds, 9 assists, and 1.1
steals per game and has posted
12 triple doubles this season.
The most impressive thing
about the Slovenian forward’s
production is that he is only
20-years-old. Despite Kristaps
Porzingis missing 21 games due
to a knee injury, the dominance
seen from Doncic has powered
the Mavs to a record of 27-15,
good for fifth place in a crowded
Western Conference.

After many years of being All were found to be invested in team personnel across the
regarded as arguably the a brazen scheme to illegally use league, the Astros are also
worst team in Major League electronic gear to steal oppos- having their 2020 and 2021
Baseball, the Houston Astros ing catchers’ signs and tip off draft picks taken away. The
were finally able to claim a their own batters to what pitch Astros organization was fined
World Series Title in 2017. was coming.
$5 million and stripped of four
However, recently their
upcoming draft picks.
It
will
be
interesting
to
methods of winning
The Red Sox have also
see how the fallout afhave come to the forenow under investigation
fects the team’s legacies for sign stealing. Cora has
front of one of the bigand the future of Major
gest sign stealing scanLeague Baseball in which been accused of sign stealdals in Major League
the league tries to move ing not only with the Astros,
Baseball history. Invesbut also with the Red Sox.
past the era of cheating
tigations for the scandal that has tainted the sport The investigation into the
began after Mike Fiers
for the past two decades. Red Sox is still ongoing.
came forward.
Cora has already been susthe same.
The report that was
pended for a year for his
released by the MLB trashed
To many players, sign steal- involvement with the Houston
the reputation of the Astros ing is worse than taking ste- Astros. It will be interesting to
organization and resulted in roids. Alex Wood, a pitcher for see how the fallout affects the
firings within the organiza- the Los Angeles Dodgers whom team’s legacies and the future
tion. Among those who lost the Astros defeated for the title of Major League Baseball in
their jobs were three man- in 2017 tweeted, “I would rather which the league tries to move
agers and one general man- face a player that was taking past the era of cheating that has
ager: A.J. Hinch and Jeff Luh- steroids than face a player that tainted the sport for the past
now of the Astros, Alex Cora knew every pitch that was com- two decades.
of the Boston Red Sox and ing.”
Carlos Beltran of the Mets.
In addition to the firing of

NFL conference championship
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
With the divisional round
and then championship
round of the NFL playoffs
coming to a close, there
were some major upsets
that
nobody
expected.
The biggest surprise was
the Titans upsetting the
Ravens in Baltimore with
a score of 28-12. Their
defense held likely MVP
Lamar Jackson to a 63.2%
passer rating, with only one
touchdown through the air
complimented by two interceptions. Derrick Henry had
202 total yards against the
Ravens. The Chiefs, however, even after Frank Clark
called Henry out, shut him
down. They held him to
under 75 yards rushing.
The 49ers waltzed to a victory over the Vikings. They
racked up six sacks and
only allowed 10 points to
an offense that employed
Adam Thielen and Stefon
Diggs in a 27-10 game. The
Texans were only able to
show up for the first half

as Patrick Mahomes and the
Chiefs tore their secondary
apart in the second half, racking up five touchdowns and a
It’s anyone’s bet as to
who will take home the
Lombardi trophy. Both
are coming off dominating regular seasons
and largely rolling
through the playoffs to
this point.
134.6% passer rating by the
end of the game. The final
score was 51-31. The Packers
pulled off a close one against
the Seahawks, beating them
28-23. Aaron Rodgers
had 243 yards and two
touchdowns, with 160
of those yards and both
touchdowns
coming
from Davante Adams.
In the championship games, the
Chiefs came back from
an early 10 point deficit

to defeat the Cinderella Titans.
This propels them to their first
Super Bowl since the very first
one. Patrick Mahomes put
an end to the Titans run. The
49ers rolled the Packers behind
Raheem Mostert’s career day
with roughly 200 yards and four
touchdowns. They put the Packers in the ground and never
looked back, winning 37-20 in
dominating fashion. The 49ers
and Chiefs will meet in a couple of weeks in Miami for Super
Bowl LIV. It’s anyone’s bet as to
who will take home the Lombardi trophy. Both are coming
off dominating regular seasons
and largely rolling through the
playoffs to this point.

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN EDUCATION
Learn to Lead

An online master’s degree from
Southern Adventist University
prepares educators for success.
Increase your marketability and
position yourself for advancement with
Instructional Leadership—an online
program with one two-week intensive
on campus.

This emphasis prepares you for roles as
a school principal or superintendent.
Courses meeting the requirements for
the North American Division Principal
Endorsement are also offered online.
Master of Science in Education
• Literacy Education
• Outdoor Education

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

6 | Thursday, January 23, 2020

If you would like to be a contributor contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

OPINION

The growing tension betweeen U.S. and Iran
Political chess in the Middle East: The
consequences of killing Soleimani

“Shall we play a game?”
By Christina Cannon
Contributor

David Runnels II
Contributor
The drone attack ordered then-President Obama would
by President Trump that killed use a war with Iran to help his
Iranian Islamic Revolutionary re-election hopes, sheds doubt
Guard Corps General Qasem on the idea that Trump ordered
Soleimani on Jan. 3, 2020 sent the strike because of an immishockwaves around the world. nent threat.
Many Americans expressed
The second issue that needs
their support of the strike, cit- to be discussed is the impact
ing General Soleimani’s involve- the strike has had, and will conment with terrorism that killed tinue to have, over the course
an American contractor and of the next few years. Very soon
other attacks planned across after the strike, the government
the globe. However, the attack of neighboring Iraq voted to ask
brings two major issues to the the United States to leave the
forefront of our political dis- region. While this will bring U.S.
course.
troops home, it will also leave
The first issue is the nature a power vacuum in the region
and extent of presidential
for other
With Americans dis- n a t i o n s
power over militracted — in spite of
tary operations. The
and terrorthe
fact that the inciassassination of the
ist
orgatop military official dent with the general n i z a t i o n s
may have been intendof a foreign nation
to
take
ed to distract them
is a clear act of war,
advantage
— there is currently
which begs the quesvery little backing for of, which is
tion: is the President
another true war of
of the United States
any kind. Behold, the
allowed to perform
first player: citizen
acts of war withdisengagement.
out
congressional
approval? The answer, constitu- what our forces were
tionally, is no, as Congress must there (or should have
be consulted when declaring been there) to prevent.
war, raising armies or performCurrently, the Iraqi
ing an act of war, unless there government is very vulis evidence of imminent dan- nerable and weak from
ger from not taking immediate its wars with the terroraction.
ist organization ISIS and
The Trump Administration is heavily influenced by
has given many differing expla- Iran. By issuing an unaunations, ranging from it being thorized strike on Iraqi
a retaliatory attack to the strike soil, Trump has given
being against an attack on four the Iranians the ammuunknown U.S. embassies at an nition they need to conunknown time. This lack of a vince the Iraqis to expel
unified explanation, along with U.S. troops. And while
Trump’s poorly aged tweet that they did lose one of their

top generals, he was quickly
replaced by Esmail Ghaani, a
brigadier general and close
friend of Soleimani. The US
Treasury sanctioned for helping
supply terrorists in Nigeria.
So, while the U.S. did kill a
dangerous terrorist in Soleimani, Iran replaced him with
someone just as bad. On top of
this, we have angered our allies
to the point where they don’t
want us in the region, making
us an uninvited occupying force
if we stay, and opening the door
to further Iranian and terrorist
gains in Iraq and in the Middle
East if we leave. So, while we
may have won a battle, the Iranian government has achieved
a strategic victory by increasing
their sphere of influence in the
Middle East at the cost of American influence.

One dead general. Eleven currently very little backing for
injured American soldiers. The another true war of any kind.
ball is now bouncing in the Behold, the first player: citizen
United State’s court, waiting to disengagement.
Iran’s unwanted sidebe hurled back to Iran’s side. Or
kick
(the
second of the two
perhaps not. Two other players
extraneous
players), a downed
have entered the game, either
of which have the will and per- Ukrainian airliner, has shoved
haps the capacity to take the Iran into the spotlight and
ball and flee the court to start forced it to confess its blunders.
a game elsewhere, leaving the While, in some situations, this
would protwo feuding milBehold, the first
vide an open
player: citizen
itaries standing
wound into
alone with no
disengagement.
which other
game to play
and nothing to do but wander countries would gladly rub salt,
off to pursue other adventures. in this context the mistake may
The U.S. will not go to be acting like no more than an
war if it has no popular backing. international bruise, with some
And at the moment, Americans obscure “benefits” when it
have an impeachment trial to comes to war.
With
no
communication
worry about. With Americans
between
countries,
any action
distracted — in spite of the fact
that the incident with the gen- can be freely interpreted as
eral may have been intended desired. However, this expoto distract them — there is sure of Iran has forced them
to speak openly about their
intentions and thus has considerably seeded the looming
“fog of war.” In addition, it
has sent the nation’s government sulking back to its own
territory, taking the edge off
its ambition to aggravate and
prompting a temporary phobia of further scrutiny.
Due to the intervention
of these two unwitting players, the feud between Iran and
the U.S. has the potential of
playing out like a game of tictac-toe. “A strange game. The
only winning move is not to
play. How about a nice game
of chess?” (War Games, 1983)

RELIGION

Six Bible plans just for you on this new year
María José Morán
Religion Editor
Reading the Bible is a crucial part of everyone’s Christian
walk. However, I am aware that
the Bible can sometimes be difficult to understand and get the
hang of. Nevertheless, I speak
from experience when I say that
once you get into a routine, it is
one of the most satisfying habits you can create.
Coming into the new year, we
all have goals and things that
we want to accomplish. One of
my personal goals for this year
is to continue to grow in my
spiritual life. To get there, the
first thing that comes to mind,
of course, is to improve my Bible
reading skills and consistency,
for which I have looked into different Bible reading plans.
But before telling you about
some options, I have to say that
you’ll probably have to try them
out for a little bit and see which
one works best for you. As you
choose a plan that appeals to
you, I invite you to make it your
own. You don’t have to follow
the exact Bible reading plan.
After all, we are all on different
paths with the Lord, and we all
have different routines. So, the
best plan for you is one you can
stick to.
Chronological: This means
reading the Bible from Genesis
to Revelation. Reading the Bible
in chronological order can be
helpful because you get to see

how God has acted in different
times of history. However, be
aware that many people get
lost when they get to Leviticus,
so it might be difficult to stick to
this plan if you’re just beginning
your spiritual walk.
Gospel Plan: If you are not
sure where to begin, or you are
a new Christian, this is a really
good place to kick off. Starting
in Matthew and finishing with
John will give you an idea of

good plan if you are wanting to
get more context to a passage
within the Bible.
Chapter and a half: This is a
two-year reading plan. Assuming that you don’t skip any days,
you should be able to read the
Bible in an average of two years.
This Bible plan consist of reading one chapter and half of the
next one every day (or an average of 40-50 verses every day).

Daily Proverb: This is
a very good plan no matter where you are on your
appeals to you, I invite you
spiritual walk. If you’re
to make it your own. You
looking for inspiration or
don’t have to follow the exact motivation, this is a great
Bible reading plan. After all, plan for you. Not only is
this plan easy to follow,
we are all on different paths it is also simple to understand if you have a hard
with the Lord
time focusing. Just pick a
month with 31 days, and
who Jesus was on earth, and it read one chapter each day corwill show you the center of the responding to the month’s date.
entire Bible. This will help you
get good context for the rest
Epistles reading plan: This is
of the Bible once you move on a great reading plan for somefrom the four gospels.
one who is just getting started
on their personal relationship
Thematic reading plan: This with God, but who has enough
plan consists of jumping back knowledge to skip the gospels.
and forth throughout the Bible The plan consists of reading
reading related chapters every Paul’s epistles starting with
day. For example, on day one Romans all the way through
you would read Psalm 148, Gen- Jude, and then moving to the
esis 1 and 2, and Ephesians 1 rest of the Bible. This reading
because they all have the same plan is a good starting point if
overall theme. This is a very you are wanting to know more

As you choose a plan that

about the character of God,
but not necessarily about Jesus’
time on earth.
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LIFESTYLE
Journaling: A time to reflect and grow
Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor
Unlike many people, I decided tional and spiritual aspects of
against making a New Year’s one’s life, as these need to be
resolution this year. I usually taken care of.
As I journaled, I reflected
make these resolutions near
the end of the year, excited to on 2019. I looked back at my
accomplish everything on that accomplishments and travels, as
list. I had to ask myself why well as my personal growth. In
I and so many others make 2019 I traveled all over Europe.
New Year’s resolutions every I started an internship. I completed
year only to either forget
As I journaled, I
f o u r
what was written, or only
reflected
on
2019.
Spartan
halfway complete the list.
races. I
Did I complete everything
I looked back
cut off
on my resolution list last
at
my
accommy hair
year? If I am being honest,
plishments and, (again).
I do not even remember
what I wrote, much less if I
travels, as well I made
n e w
accomplished anything.
as
my
personal
friendInstead, near the end
ships. I
of 2019 and beginning of
growth.
started
2020, I took the time to
my last
journal and reflect. For
year
of
university.
I
bought
a
me, I found that journaling is a
free form of self-therapy. I have spontaneous plane ticket back
journaled on and off since I was to Spain. When I looked back
an adolescent, but recently I’ve at 2019, there were so many
wanted to checkin more often things to be grateful for. So
with my well-being. I believe many lessoned learned, opporthat it is important to check in tunities for growth and seasons
with the physical, mental, emo- of appreciation. These events

were not planned on a New
Year’s resolution list. However,
whenever I traveled or did
something new, I experienced
personal growth.
As I journaled about 2020, I
became excited about ideas for
the months to come. I do not
want to be stressed about trying to accomplish a resolution,
but instead focus on journaling
regularly and reflecting on personal growth.
Here are some tips on
how to keep journaling practices: first thing in the morning instead of checking social
media. This will help to better
prepare your well-being for the
day. Another is to set a reminder
on your phone to a time that is
most convenient for you. Lastly,
when you think of something
interesting, make it a habit to
write it down.
This year, I challenged myself
to incorporate time to journal
regularly and find ways to grow
in different aspects of my life
each day. I encourage you to

SOCIAL

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter
Kimberly Escobedo @kimescobedo

take some time to reflect on
2019 and see what you want to
do this year, whether it is starting or reviving a relationship
with God, going out of your
comfort zone or sky diving for
the first time.

#SAUlife
Bailey DuBose

Diane Sanchez

i just want to take a nap without feeling guilty for wasting study
time.

Astacia Sigalaki @astaciax
I swear these couples in the dorm lobby need to chill out.

Samuel Kumendong @samm_ek
Trying to stay awake in class should be considered an extreme
sport.

bayleavesokay Finally back

Sam Oliveira @_insanity

Brianne Bakland

_xinaaa_2020 #SAUlife

Jayceli Snyder

It’s only Wednesday and I’m already over it with this semester.

Stephanie Chavez @stephychav
First day of classes and I’m already late to my first one. Dissapointed
but not surprised.

Joel Guerra @j8war
I swear some of y’all register for 8AMs just so you can be “quirky”
and complain about them on Twitter.

Congratulations @yulis.sa!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
It’s only been one week but Kevin is
already worried about this semester.
To bring himself so lack he is making
a stop at Panda Express for some
fortune cookies. Join him next week
with a

briannebakland Such a fun and
cheerful street in Ireland! #SAUlife

Adam Angel

jaceli_ann Getting my winter fix
before I head back down South

Madeline Mace

$10 Panda Express
Gift Card!
us on Instagram
with a photo of where
mr_adam_lee Come at me 2020

madeline.mace Guess that’s
why they call it the greenhouse
effect #SAUlife
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JOIN
STUDENT
ASSOCIATION

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
PRESIDENT
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
SOCIAL VICE PRESIDENT
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ASSOCIATE FINANCE DIRECTOR
PUBLIC RELATIONS (PR) DIRECTOR
PARLIAMENTARIAN
SOUTHERN ACCENT EDITOR
SOUTHERN MEMORIES EDITOR
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL PRODUCER
STUDIO 4109 EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
IN THE STUDENT
DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 23
33-47

Convocation: 11 a.m. Campus Departments/
Schools,
Student Organization President’s Meeting:
5:30 p.m. Presidential Banquet Room

SA OFFICER APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE: Applications for the following SA
positions are now available: President, Executive Vice President, Social Vice
President, Executive Secretary, Assistant Finance Director, Parliamentarian,
Public Relations Director, Memories Editor, Strawberry Festival Director,

Friday 24

Accent Editor-in-Chief, and Studio 4109 Director. Applications can picked up
in the Student Development office in the Student Center. They are due on
36-51

Saturday 25
34-46

Adoration: 9 a.m. Collegedale Church, David
Ferguson
Merge Worship: 11:30 a.m. Lynn Wood Hall,
Reginald Horton
Renewal: 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Church,
David Ferguson
Connect: 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Academy
Evensong: 6 p.m. Collegedale Church
Sigma Theta Chi Skating Party: 11:30 p.m.
Hamilton Skate Place, Current ID Required

Monday 27
33-52

Last day to add a class: 7 p.m. Brock
Records Office E.A. Anderson Lecture
Series.
Student Week of Prayer: 8 p.m.
Collegedale Church Natalie Boonstra-

Wednesday 29
44-55

Student Week of Prayer: 8 p.m. Collegedale
Church, Casey Goldring.

SA Senate Surprise Day: 12 p.m. – 1 p.m.
Promenade
Sunset: 6:01 p.m.
Vespers: Anna Bennett, 7:30 p.m.
Collegedale Church
GroupLink II: 9:30 p.m. Collegedale Church
South Atrium

Sunday 26

SA SPRING FORMAL: 20’S THEME: Student Association will be hosting the
2020 Spring Formal on February 9th. The formal will be occurring at Howe
Farms. Please make sure that all outfits follow SAU Dress Code! Tickets will be
available in the SA Office starting on January 27 and will cost $25 per person.

Weekly Birthdays

All vehicles must be registered with
36-51
Campus Safety
International Student Event: 12 p.m. 4 p.m. Wright Hall
Symphony Orchestra Concerto Concert: 4 p.m. Collegedale Church

Tuesday 28
Last day for Student Insurance
Open Enrollment
Student Week of Prayer: 8 p.m. , Collegedale Church, Joslen Lache.

January 30th.

40-56
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The Trump impeachment trial:
what you need to know

Records
unveils new
electronic
“add/drop”
form
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
Students were able to use a
new electronic “add/drop” form
for the first time during the
early weeks of the 2020 winter
semester.
Previously in order to alter
one’s schedule after registration deadlines, students had
to fill out a paper form and get
an advisor, as well as course
instructors, to sign the form
which then had to be taken to
Records.

Graphic provided by Kirsten Clark

Bailey DuBose
Lead Reporter
This article was last updated
on Jan. 28. For daily updates go
to our website accent.southern.
edu.
The U.S. Senate Impeachment trial for President Donald
Trump began Jan. 21 with an
intense 13-hour debate over
ground rules for the legal proceedings. Throughout the process, Congress has remained
split along party lines, with

most Democrats in favor of
impeachment and a majority of
Republicans supportive of the
president.
Senators will eventually vote
on two articles of impeachment
that were approved by the U.S.
House of Representatives on
Dec. 18 and sent over to the
Senate on Jan. 15. Article 1 is for
abuse of power and Article 2 is
for obstruction of Congress.
Specifically, the president is
accused of initially withholding
nearly $400 million of military
and security aid in an attempt to

pressure the Ukrainian government to publicly announce an
investigation into his political
opponent, Joe Biden. The president also has been charged
with blocking documents and
testimony from government
officials in the impeachment
inquiries conducted by House
committees.
If convicted, Trump would
become the first U.S. president
removed from office through
the impeachment process.
The Senate is acting as the
jury, consisting of 45 Demo-

crats, two Independents and
53 Republicans. Senators could
debate whether to subpoena
witnesses and documents as
early as Friday, according to
some news reports. But the
outcome of the trial remained
uncertain as Republican senators grappled with the leak
of an unpublished manuscript
written by Former National
Security Advisor John Bolton,
which claims Trump demanded
Ukraine investigate Democrats
in exchange for the foreign aid,
See THE IMPEACHMENT on page 2

Starting this
semester, students
had the option to
instead go online
to add or drop
Starting this semester, students had the option to instead
go online to add or drop a class
with the exception of a few
specific courses, such as music
lessons.
Assistant
Director
of Records/Graduate Studies
Michelle Younkin said
See ADD/DROP on page 2

Widening and makeover of
Apison Pike scheduled to
begin early 2020

Students find business
opportunities through thrift
shopped items

Apison Pike is expected to
undergo a major makeover over
the next few years according to
an official statement released
by the Tennessee Department
of Transportation (TDOT). Plans
call for expanding the road from
two to five lanes with curb and
gutter, plus added sidewalks,
bike lanes and Greenway trail
connections by or before June
30, 2025.
In this third phase of construction, the 3.4 mile-long
project will widen the roadway
from Ooltewah-Ringgold Road
to east of Layton Lane near the
Collegedale Municipal Airport.
Improvements include grading,
paving, and new signals along
with the construction of several new bridges. In addition,
much of the project will be built
on new alignment, meaning
that the road will have updated
curves and grades of steepness.
A large bridge is also projected to be built over the railroad tracks that run through
Collegedale to the McKee
plants.
“The railroad splits Collegedale in half, and the bridge
will help emergency services
because we have been stopped
many times because of trains,”
said Ethan White, a commis-

Ciarah Clark
Lead Reporter

Elise Deschamps
Lead Reporter

sioner who volunteered with
the Tri-Community Volunteer
Fire Department for nearly two
years, in an interview with the
Chattanooga Times Free Press.
“Avoiding Apison Pike completely will improve emergency
services for residents."
“Yes, it is necessary,” said Lorraine Ball, associate professor
in the School of Journalism and
Communication, who has lived
in Ooltewah since 2000 and
worked at Southern since 2001.
“With the train, the traffic can
be backed up all the way to the
stoplight. So I see the need, but
I don’t look forward to construction.”
In a 2017 statement announcing the plan, Gov. Bill Lee said,
“Investing in infrastructure is an
important part of driving economic opportunity throughout
our state. This funding, particularly for rural Tennessee, will
help to keep Tennesseans safe.”
While the $93 million contract
awarded to Wright Brothers
Construction Company is still
being finalized, drivers in the
Collegedale area should start
seeing activity on the project
in early 2020, according to the
statement by TDOT. Once a work
schedule and project-phasing
information are available, TDOT
will communicate any further
construction updates.

Thrift shopping trends have
seen a 37% growth among
Millenials and 46% growth
among Gen Z, according to The
Redup. A poll conducted by the
Accent’s Instagram account
found that 76% of the 136
respondents regularly shop at
thrift shops. Some Southern
students have found business
opportunities through this new
trend by bringing thrift-shopping directly to campus.
Senior marketing major
Nick Gonzoga runs Est. 1997
Vintage
(@est.1997vintage),
an Instagram-centered business selling vintage clothing.
His interest in thrift-shopping
began two years ago after seeing a bootleg rap tee a friend
bought from a thrift store.
“Thrifted clothes create a
story,” Gonzoga said. “Where
did this shirt go? What memories did you create in this shirt?
Try to find those pieces that
create a memory for you.”
Gonzoga started his business at Southern’s 423 Night
Market event last semester,
selling items such as Looney
Tunes shirts and a Beach Boys
T-shirt, making nearly a 300%

Thrifted clothes
create a story, Gonzoga said. Where
did this shirt go?
What memories did
you create in this
shirt?

Apison Pike.
Photo courtesy of Elise Deschamps

profit.
Sophomore public relations
major Elise Deschamps began

Elise Deschamp thrift shopping.
Photo courtesy of Elise Deschamp

The Southern thrift shop/
Photo courtesy of Elise Deschamp

her business, Le Marche Du
Soleil (@le_marche_du_soleil),
last summer by selling thrifted
clothes in one of Thatcher
Hall’s lobbies.
“My friends always say that
they want me to take them
thrifting; and when I do, they
do not have the patience to
thrift for hours, which is what
I do,” Deschamps said. She
began reselling thrifted clothes
to her friends, and it soon grew
into a larger business with an
Instagram account. She now
goes thrift-shopping at least

once a week.
“I love wearing thrifted
clothes because no one else
has them,” Deschamps said.
“... There is a lot of variety to
what I can wear. And because
it’s so cheap, I have more freedom and ability to put together
outfits.
“Also, it’s sustainable and
keeps clothes out of landfills,”
she added.
So far, Deschamps has sold
nearly 140 pieces of clothing,
most of them T-shirts and
See THRIFT SHOP on page 2
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Impeachment
continued from page 1

according to a USA Today article.
“It’s increasingly apparent
that it would be important to
hear from John Bolton,” Sen.
Mitt Romney, a Republican,
told reporters.
Presiding over the trial is
Chief Justice John Roberts.
The prosecution team is made
up of House managers Adam
Schiff, Jerry Nadler, Zoe Lofgren
and other representatives. The
president’s defense team consists of White House counsel
Pat Cipollone, Ken Starr, Jay
Sekulow and other attorneys.
After the ground rules were
established, each side received
24 hours over a three-day
period to give their opening
statements and arguments.
The prosecution started its
opening statements on Jan. 22
and concluded on Jan. 24. The

defense began its statements
on Jan. 25 and finished on Jan.
27.
After opening statements
and
arguments,
senators
received 16 hours for written
questions. On Friday, they are
scheduled to debate whether
to subpoena witnesses.
Fifty-one votes are needed
in order to request witnesses
and documents. If the majority votes yes, the witnesses will
be subpoenaed and deposed.
Then senators will vote on
whether to allow their testimony.
The last step is for the senators to vote on whether to convict or acquit President Trump
on each article of impeachment. Convicting Trump would
take a two-thirds majority, or
67 votes.

Add/Drop
continued from page 1

Southern's Add/Drop page.

about 100 students had used
the new system as of the morning of Jan. 27, the last day to
change classes.
The biggest reason that we
wanted to move it to a digital
format was for the convenience
of our students,” Younkin said,
“Because it seems like it will
be a lot easier to be on your
phone, in your dorm room,
anywhere where you are

accessing a computer and typing in information instead of
having to hunt down each of
your instructors for a signature
and then your advisor for a signature.”
In order to help students and
employees with the process,
Records provided links to written step-by-step instructions as
well as an informational video.

Thrift Shop

continued from page 1

Do you shop at
Thrift Shops?

76%
24% said
said yes
NO
Instagram poll conducted of 136 people

jackets. She sells clothing to
both guys and girls.
“I’ve been trying to put more
personal touches on the pieces
that I actually sell,” Deschamps
said, describing her style as
loud, colorful, and confident.
“Half of the time, I just choose
ugly pieces that have matching

colors, and then I wear it with
confidence and hope for the
best,” Deschampes said.
Deschamps
advises
thrift-shoppers to be patient,
as it can take hours of sifting
through clothing items to find a
piece worth buying.
“Look through every hanger.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Kylie Bisutti Q&A:
"My entire life is different"
Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
Kylie Bisutti, former Victoria
Secret Model, talks about her
life journey and relationship
with Christ in this email interview. On Feb. 6, she will be
guest speaking at convocation,
which will take place 11 a.m. at
the Collegedale Church of Seventh-day Adventists.
Can you briefly tell me your
background? Why did you
want to become a model?
Becoming a model was
something that I had always
dreamed of from a very young
age. After watching TV shows
like “America’s Next Top Model,”
it made me want to become
a model even more. Growing
up it seemed like models lived
such a glamorous and fulfilling
life.
How did you become a
Christian? How did Christianity affect your modeling
career?
I became a Christian in high
school after learning about the
Lord’s love and forgiveness of
the things I felt like I couldn’t
even forgive myself for. Being a
Christian affected every aspect
of my modeling career over
time as the Lord changed my
heart and sanctified me.
Why did you leave the modeling industry?
I left the modeling industry
because the Lord called me out
of it. I couldn’t reconcile living
my life fully for His glory while
being involved in an industry
where I was consistently being
pushed to do things that dishonor the Lord to advance my
career. I was posing provocatively and causing men to stumble as well as promoting to
women that it is OK to use your
… Ask yourself if you’re going to
wear it. Imagine outfits with the
piece,” Deschamps said.
Sophomore pre-speech language pathology major Janelle
Richardson manages Swap
N Shop, a clothing exchange
located in room 2805 of
Thatcher South. Swap N Shop
opened at the beginning of last
semester when Richardson and
her friends noticed donation
bins overflowing with clothing.
“We thought of having a thrift
store,” Richardson said. “We
were like, ‘It would be nice if you
could give a t-shirt, and then
you can walk out with any of the
items in the store.’”
Deans and students brought
shelves, clothing racks and
mannequins into an unused
office. And after quality-checking and washing donated clothing, Swap N Shop was open for
business.
Girls interested in exchanging
clothing at Swap N Shop can
bring anything from dresses
and pants, scarves and shoes.
Items can be exchanged at a
one-to-one ratio. Customers
can also start a tab to keep track
of how many items they have
donated. Swap N Shop is open
from Sunday through Thursday
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Kylie Bisutti

I desire to be the
type of role model
that glorifies the
Lord in all things and
shows others that
true beauty comes
from within.
body as a symbol of sex for
attention and money. Mostly
everything I did to further my
career was not honoring to the
Lord and brought others into
destruction.
Your memoir is titled “I'm
No Angel: From Victoria's
Secret Model to Role Model”.
What kind of role model do
you want to be?
I desire to be the type of role
model that glorifies the Lord
in all things and shows others

that true beauty comes from
within. When I was modeling,
most people wanted to learn
my hair tricks or how to lose
weight. Now girls come to me
for advice about body image
issues, living for the Lord and
modesty.
What do you do now?
I’m now a stay-at-home mom
and author and speaker.
Anything else you want the
readers to know?
I used to live my life to glorify
my own name and to get attention. Now my desire is to bring
glory to my Lord and Savior. My
entire life is different because
of my relationship with Christ.
And it is in every way better,
even without all of the attention, fame, or money a lucrative
modeling career could provide.

Aubri Dancek and Kaely Argueta model pieces from Nick Gonzaga.
Photo courtesy of Nick Gonzaga.

from 10:00 A.M. Closing hours
vary per day.
Richardson
encourages
thrift-shoppers to check on the
quality of an item before buying
or exchanging.

“Definitely look for tears. A lot
of the big things we look for in
here are whether or not the zippers work or if the threading is
loose,” Richardson said. “Come
by and see us!”
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Students from Winter Alpine Mountaineering
class conquer record peaks in Mexico
Megan Yoshioka
Lead Reporter
On Jan. 12, seven Southern students and two alumni
returned from an 11-day mountaineering trip in Mexico for the
Winter Alpine Mountaineering
class. PE, Health and Wellness
professor Doug Brown said
that their group of 11, which
included him and another
guide, climbed two mountains
on the trip: Pico de Orizabe,
the highest peak in Mexico at
18,500 ft., and Iztaccihuatl, the
third highest peak at 17,120 ft.

Haro Lorenzo
Photo courtesy of Doug Brown

“All 11 of us were able to summit both mountains, which is
really unheard of. Most mountaineering teams set out with
a large group and maybe only
two or three of them summit,”
Brown said.
According to Brown, although
climbing to the top of the moun-

tain was an important aspect of
mountaineering, it was not the
main focus for this class.
“Everybody else is trying to
help those two or three people
summit, but we set out to try to
be a team and work together.
That was our most important
goal, and that actually empowered us to all summit,” Brown
said. “Our main reason for
going mountaineering is to use
it to help teach leadership. It’s
really about accepting God’s call
to go into the wilderness, doing
something hard and learning
from that hard experience on
how to walk with Him better.
[It’s also learning] how to treat
people better and how to lead
better.”
According to Brown, everyone on the trip got to experience being “leader of the day”
(LOD). Responsibilities included
guiding the group, taking care
of logistics, managing time
and working with the guides
to make sure everything and
everyone was taken care of.
Each leader also had a co-leader
to help manage the responsibilities.
“The emphasis on leadership
turned out to be an invaluable
benefit of [the trip],” said senior
biology major Ally Lang. “I was
the LOD on the very first day,
which pushed me right out of
my comfort zone from the start!
I felt insecure taking charge of
a group of peers in a context

so unfamiliar to me—one in
which my skills and experience
seemed to be greatly lacking
compared to those of others...
That’s where my first lesson
came in. I learned that being
a leader often means taking
charge in situations where you
feel less than equipped, but you
can still be effective by influencing the culture of the group in
the way that you lead. Like most
other skills, leadership is like a
muscle that can be strengthened over time with practice.
This trip also taught me that
leadership doesn’t always mean
pushing hard at the front and
showing people what you’re
capable of -- it’s also about
being aware of people’s needs
and struggles and coming
alongside them to help them
through it.”
Brown said everyone in the
group embraced the “OSV Culture” he invited them to create.
“OSV” stands for “oriented, safe
and valued.” Everyone made
sure that each individual knew
about their plans, felt safe to
admit when they were struggling and knew that their opinions, ideas and thoughts mattered.
“I think the OSV culture was a
major component in our 100%
summit rate for both mountains,” said senior chemistry
major Mason Clark. “Everyone
on the team felt like they played
a role and were genuinely in

Southern Students at the top of Iztaccihuatl Mountain
Photo courtesy of Doug Brown

the concern of the other team
members. As our bond grew
stronger, we became more and
more comfortable with admitting when we didn't feel safe, or
didn't think we had the energy
to make it. This admissions led
to others having the desire to
help out those who had spoken
up.”
“When people asked me why
I climbed mountains, I used to
not know how to answer them
because I just enjoy the challenge,” Brown said. “But now
that I’ve seen what it does to
people who are presented with
that challenge to learn to work
together, I think it’s just a wonderful tool that we have to teach
how to lead.”
The next Winter Alpine Mountaineering class will be taught

New health improvement
program available for faculty

CHIP Poster

Trisney Bocala
Copy Editor
Beginning Feb. 3, Amberhope Velbis, a Southern alumnus, will be instructing a Complete
Health
Improvement
Program (CHIP) for Southern
faculty and employees. According to chiphealth.com, CHIP is
a community-based intervention program designed to help
participants make fundamental
lifestyle changes.
The 10-week program consists of 18 one to one-and-a-half
hour sessions, held on the third
floor of the Hulsey Wellness
Center. During meetings, participants will watch a video produced by physicians, and discuss the practical applications
of the health tips presented.
The program was created by
physicians at Loma Linda University and has been around for
over 30 years. Velbis, who graduated from Southern in 2017
with a degree in community and
corporate wellness management, is returning to her alma
mater to teach this program.
“I have had the privilege of
coming back and actually helping out with the wellness program. …I wanted to bring this
program, first, to Southern fac-

ulty and employees, seeing how
they give so much of themselves
to the students, and sometimes
their health suffers as a result,”
Velbis said. “So, I really want to
give back to them.”
According to Velbis, an
important CHIP distinction is its
emphasis on holistic wellness.

I wanted to bring
this program, first,
to Southern faculty
and employees, seeing how they give so
much of themselves
to the students, and
sometimes their
health suffers as a
result,” Velbis said.
“So, I really want to
give back to them.”
“If you’re not mentally and
emotionally healthy, you’re not
going to be able to make other
healthy choices,” she said. “The
biometric things, that’s great.
We want to want our cholesterol to be low, but we also want
to be happy, and have energy
and feel good; and that’s one
thing that CHIP can improve.”
Velbis also considers her work
a ministry.
“Health is the gateway to
Christ because, in the Bible,

Jesus did a lot more healing
and touching people than He
did speaking and preaching,”
Velbis said. “So, I really want to
give back to our community in
that way. [I want to] share the
health principles that God gave
us on how to, not just be a certain weight or keep our cholesterol low, but truly live a whole,
healthy life. And that is what
CHIP does for everyone.”
Annie Smolinski, office manager in the School of Music,
plans to participate in CHIP.
“When [Velbis] told me she
was going to lead a CHIP class
at Southern, I knew this would
be a great opportunity to learn
some practical applications of
our health message,” Smolinski
said. “I think this class will be
good for anyone, no matter
how long you have known or
applied a healthy lifestyle.”
The program costs $699, but
since CHIP is recognized by
Southern’s Ascend to Wholeness Healthcare plan, the cost
will be reimbursed to the faculty
and employees, provided they
attended 80% of the meetings.
Velbis hopes that, in the near
future, if this semester’s program for employees and faculty
is a success, CHIP will be available for students as well.

February 21, 2020

in the 2021 fall semester.
According to Brown, this class
alternates every year with the
Backcountry Skiing class, which
will be offered in the 2020 fall
semester.
“[Mountaineering] teaches a
lot about humility, which I think
is at the core of leadership and
working together as a team,”
Brown said. “I think humility
is something that comes out
of our time in the wilderness.
We meet things that are way
beyond us, way bigger than us,
and God shows us through His
power and His strength that we
can accomplish great things,
especially when we surround
ourselves with beautiful people
who take care of us.”
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MID-WINTER PARTY

CIRCUS

Logan Milliron plays Jenga while Jesse Hines looks on.
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Everybody making friends and having fun.
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

1, 2, 3, JUMP
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Josh Perez hangs on to mechanical bull.
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Connor Rhodes bowls in Isles Gym.
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Ayinel Patterson slid
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

Kyler Stock rides the mechanical bull with one hand.
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola

THROWBACK THURSDAY
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Kobe Bryant’s legacy lives on:

Remembering Black Mamba’s accomplishments

Noah Collins, Davy Ondrejka, David Runnels, Zach Roberts
Contributors and Sports Editor
The death of former basketball star Kobe Bryant rocked
the world this past Sunday.
He was a very successful athlete, winning NBA championships, Olympic medals, MVP
and Finals MVP honors and
being the first guard to ever be
drafted out of high school.
However, his legacy is much
more than that. He inspired
people to work hard at everything they do, helped others
greatly through his philanthropy and was a global idol
that kids have always looked
up to.
Bryant and his daughter
Gianna; John and Keri Altobelli
and their daughter, Alyssa;

Sarah and Peyton Chester;
Christina Mauser and the pilot
Ari Zoboyan, all perished in a
helicopter crash.
Athletes from all different
sports, ranging from Lionel Messi to Alex Ovechkin
to Derek Jeter, reacted with
heartfelt tweets, pictures,
videos and articles.
Bryant, a five-time NBA
champion and 2007 MVP, is
survived by his wife, Vanessa,
and their other three daughters.
On Sunday, teams across
the league honored Bryant in
many different ways. In a lot
of games, teams traded taking
shot-clock violations to open

the game—24 seconds in honor
of Bryant’s jersey number. The
Hawks opened by taking an
eight second violation- in honor

For those who
grew up in the
2000’s, Bryant was
the Michael Jordan.
People grew up and
wanted to be
like Kobe.
of Bryant’s previous jersey number- and the Wizards responded
with a shot-clock violation.
Dallas Mavericks owner Mark
Cuban announced that no Mavericks player will ever wear the

number 24 again.
Bryant’s death was felt all
across the league. Many players wore his signature shoes
during pregame. Trae Young
changed his jersey number to
‘8’ for the game. Several players
and coaches were nearly inconsolable when learning the news
of his death. For those who
grew up in the 2000’s, Bryant
was their Michael Jordan. People grew up and wanted to be
like Kobe. People don’t throw
things in the trash and yell
“Lebron!” or “MJ!”.
But for all the greatness and
impact on the game of basketball, it seemed to be family
that mattered the most to Bry-

ant. He was a dedicated father
of four. He immersed himself
in coaching his daughter’s basketball team. Those that knew
him remarked at how much it
seemed like family was drastically more important than basketball to him. He was a fierce
competitor on the court—one
of the most feared competitors
to ever pick up a basketball. Yet,
that paled in comparison to his
dedication to his family. Bryant’s
impact is immeasurable.
To an entire generation of
people, he is the sole reason
they call themselves basketball
fans. Bryant, and the others
who tragically lost their lives
that day, will be missed.

Students share their Super Bowl Predictions
David Runnels
Contributor

Noah Collins
Contributor

The NFL playoffs are com- beat the Vikings and the Packing to a close, culminating in ers, two teams with potent
a showdown between the San offenses. They not only beat
Francisco 49ers and the Kan- those teams, but did so in a
sas City Chiefs. Both teams are dominant fashion defensively,
led by young quarterbacks who only allowing 10 points to the
Vikings and
have proven
My
guess
is
that
the
20 points to
they can get
old
adage,
“defense
wins
the Packers.
the job done.
championships,” will
The Chiefs,
Although
on the other
ring
true
once
again.
I want the
hand, faced
Chiefs to win
the Texans,
and I believe
that Patrick Mahomes is often who scored 31 points on them
considered the better quarter- and the Titans, who scored 24
back because of his mobility, I points on them. The 49ers are
believe that the San Francisco a better defensive team. So my
49ers will win because of their guess is that the old adage,
superior defense. To get to the “defense wins championships,”
Super Bowl, the 49ers had to will ring true once again.

Instagram poll picks

Chiefs

49ers

This upcoming Sunday, the
biggest annual sports event,
this year Super Bowl LIV, is
going down in Miami between
the San Francisco 49ers and the
Kansas City Chiefs. There is a lot
to prove from these two young
teams, one relatively new head
coach in Kyle Shanahan and the
well-established Andy Reid who
has yet to win the Super Bowl.
Throughout the regular season, the 49ers showed off their
elite defense and run attack
powered by Raheem Mostert,
and the Chiefs showed out in
their high-powered offensive
scheme that can drive and
score consistently in short
amounts of time. Although I

think it will come down to the
wire, I believe the Chiefs will
take home the Lombardi for a
few reasons. First, although the
49ers have an elite defense, the
Chiefs can score on anybody.
They’re just that good. Second,
the Chiefs’ defense was the
only team that was able to stop
the run attack against the Tennessee Titans, holding Derrick
Henry to only 69 rushing yards
after he had 180+ the three
weeks before hand. So, come
Sunday, I believe Andy Reid
and Patrick Mahomes will walk
away with their first Super Bowl
victory, and the Chiefs will have
their first Super Bowl win in 50
years.

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
On Sunday, the San Francisco 49ers and the Kansas
City Chiefs will meet in Miami
for Super Bowl LIV. The 49ers
boast the league’s second highest scoring attack and the second-best rushing attack. Their
defense was the second-best
in yards per game and tops in
passing yards per game. The
Chiefs boast an exceptional
offense as well. They’re fifth in
passing yards per game despite
Patrick Mahomes missing some

time with injury. The Chiefs
defense is better than years
past, but will it be enough? Pat-

The Chiefs defense
is better than years
past, but will it be
enough?

rick Mahomes is nearly defense
proof. He can put up numbers
against almost anyone and at
will. The 49ers defense made
most offenses they faced look

like collegiate offenses. The
49ers running attack should
be more than enough to sustain them offensively. Patrick
Mahomes just might be a little
too much.
Chiefs 33- 49ers 28.
MVP: Patrick Mahomes 385
yards, 3 TDs.
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Freshmen reflect on their first MLK Servcie Day
MLK Day: A lifestyle or
event?

A chance for something
different
Amber Salibio
Contributor

Esther Manu
Opinion Editor

I believe that Martin Luther
King Day strongly represents have brought a smile to somewhat service should be. South- one’s face, made the area look a
ern students could have decided little cleaner or helped out peoto stay in the warmth of their ple who may have been strughousing, relax or catch up on gling with something. Through
studying and work. However, these acts of service, Southern
many took time out of their day students probably inspired the
to do something for the local people they were helping out
to engage in their own acts of
community.
Serving comes in many differ- service.
MLK Day gives
ent forms and
MLK Day gives
Southern
stuSouthern stuSouthern students dents the oppordents displayed
the opportunity to tunity to serve
multiple
acts
of
kindness serve their commu- their community,
nity, since they’re
since they’re so
throughout the
c o m m u n i t y . so busy throughout busy throughout
the majority of the the majority of the
Students took
semester. With so
semester.
part in helping
many
students
homeless peodoing
all
these
different
acts of
ple find clothes to stay warm
during the winter, and cleaned service, I am sure that we have
up areas such as the biology reached out to so many people
trails, churches and classrooms. including our own students.
Other acts of service included Other students who may have
making beds for children, per- not been interested in MLK Day
forming songs or pieces in have seen the impact of what
hospitals or schools and fellow- students that did serve on MLK
shiping with elderly people in day could do, and are now probably interested in serving the
nursing homes.
Obviously, there were many community the next chance
other acts of service that South- they get. How do you want to
ern students did throughout the serve your community today?

Three hundred and sixty-five
days in a year. Only one day set
apart as a day of service. Is this
truly fair? I couldn’t help thinking about this as I set out boxes
containing the T-shirts students
would wear on MLK Day. Why is
it that I profess to want to serve
God one day, yet I don’t engage
in community service as often as
I could? Does this one day truly
capture the meaning of a spirit
of service?
As a college student, finding
the balance between studying
for classes and engaging in
other self-building activities can
be hard. So, it’s quite impressive how a thousand students
were willing to give up half a

day, and these are just a few
of them. The point is that with
each of these acts, the students
helped out the community in
some way. Their services may

day to work for the benefit of
others. Not to mention, it was
a cold morning too. But what
motivated the students to participate? Was it truly the will to
serve? Or was it for the commu-

In itself, [MLK day] is
just a day to commemorate a man whose life
was dedicated to fighting for the rights of
others.
nity service graduation requirements?
I believe MLK Day is just a
stepping stone to motivate students and faculty to embrace
the spirit of service. In itself,
it’s just a day to commemorate
a man whose life was dedicated to fighting for the rights
of others. When coupled with
the will to serve others, this day
becomes a powerful tool that
can lead to life-changing experiences. Giving of yourself to
others brings a fulfillment that
seems inexplicable. Jesus knew
the power of service and lived
a life that reflected this humble
spirit. He didn’t serve only one
day per year. He served all 365
days.
In short, though MLK Day
is an excellent way to begin
learning to live a life of service,
it’s just the beginning. Service
shouldn’t be simply an event. It
should be a lifestyle.

RELIGION

Christian playlist starter songs
María José Morán
Religion Editor

Stand In Your Love - Josh Baldwin

Burdens - Jamie Kimmett

Rescue Story - Zach

Rolling Stones - Lauren Daigle

Reckless Love - Cory Asbury ft. Tori

Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me
- The Worship Initiative

Run to the Father - Cody Carnes

He Will Hold me Fast - Norton Hall Band
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LIFESTYLE

Student
Spotlight

Laiza Silva
Christina Robinson
Life Style Editor
Laiza Silva, is a Brazilian and
German junior Fine Arts major
from Massachusetts. Struggling
with self esteem issues at a
young age, she turned to art as
a way to battle society’s beauty
standards.
When asked about her
background, she described
how life was different, stating
how unconventional it was as
she grew up. When she was
younger, she was bullied often
for not meeting the “beauty
standards” of being skinny and
petite. This led her to eating
disorders. However, her mom
was a positive influence, and as
one of the strongest people she

I am doing art for my
younger me, especially
for someone who looks
like me who are still affected by stereotypes.”
knew, helped her to learn how
strong and amazing women
are.
This influence led her to be
inspired by body positivity. She
created different art pieces

throughout her life, taking photography and portraiture in
high school. She became more
serious about art in college, as
she incorporated painting and
ceramics.
“[Art] is a calling,” Silva said.
“It is an expression–a means of
communication. Art has been
able to say more than words
could ever say.”
Art was her way of communicating to those who struggled
to accept their body.
“[Art] is a window into the artist’s mind and shapes them into
what they are and what they
care about,” Silva said.
She describes her art as a contemporary style. She is inspired
by body-focused art, paintings
and women, especially her
mom. She is motivated by “the
reaction and impact that it has
made on women and the impact
it has done to them.
“I am doing [art] for my
younger me, especially for
someone who looks like me or
who are still affected by stereotypes,” Silva said.
She believes that God will lead

her into what she is called to do
after she completes her degree.
“I will [continue] to sell my
work. My dream is to have a
shop, like a coffee shop or an
art gallery selling local art that
includes a poetry night.”
She encourages others who
are pursuing art to question
themselves.
“Ask yourself why. What are
your goals? You should definitely do [whatever it is] if you
feel that it is a calling and not
worry about money. If it is worth
it to you, then do it.”
Outside of being an artist,
Silva considers herself a plant
mom, with plants surrounding
the different parts of her home.
Silva also collects crystals and
does puzzles outside of art and
school.
If you’re interested in purchasing Laiza’s ceramic pieces
or seeing other art pieces, visit
her Instagram @laiceramics.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter
Derek Schroer, @derekschroer

#SAUlife
Sarah Hagan

Emily Turk

Lord how many times do I have to pray for one of these longboarders to eat it flying down the promenade?

Taylor Dean, @taylitafajita
I’ve done more adulting in the past week than I’ve done for the
past two years.

Olivia De Paula, @_oliviastencel
Of course I’d be in the shower when the fire alarm goes off and
have to stand in 26 degree weather in a towel.

sarahmariehagan No one will ever be as
entertained as us by us. #SAUlife

Isabella Voignier,@whirlygirl15

Keren Flores

emilyturk Fast food makes us happy.
#SAUlife

Matthew Dizon

I’m wasting so much time in this Monday night class, when I could
be watching the bachelor.

Taylor Maddox, @tailesmaddox
To that freshman crying in the bathroom: It gets worse hun.

Stephanie Garcia,@crowned_one
I think ima start counting how many times I cry because school is
so stressful.

gabriela_kf The peanut butter to my jelly.

Congratulations @ !
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
Kevin needs to buy a bowtie for
banquet next week and found some
pretty good deals in Amazon. Find
him in this issue and get ready for
banquet with a

_mattdiz Roomie bonding. #SAUlife

#SAUlife

Dylan Gibbons

Stephanie Chavez

$10 Amazon
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!
youngdylemma #SAUlife

stephychav This is our new friend named
dog because I forgot his/her name. #SAUlife
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HUMOR
William “Bradford” McDonald
Humor Editor

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Kids learn better outdoors
Research shows it. You know it from experience. Now, get
the degree that lets you do it better.

Southern advantages
Designed for classroom teachers and outdoor professionals
right here in Chattanooga at Southern Adventist University.
An entire MSEd in three semesters (choose a summer
or winter/fall sequence). Also available: professional
social studies using the outdoors as a learning laboratory.

Winter and Summer cohorts available!

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

CHATTER
SA Announcements
SA SUPER BOWL PARTY: Come out to SA’s Super Bowl Party on Sunday, Feb. 2 at 6
P.M. Cheer on the Kansas City Chiefs or the San Francisco 49ers and enjoy free pizza
and snacks! If you have any questions at contact Maddy Thomas maddyt@southern.

Today 30
40-55

edu.
20’S THEME: Student Association will be hosting the 2020
Spring Formal on Feb. 9. The formal will be occurring at Howe Farms. Please make

Convocation: 11 a.m. Collegedale Church
Student Week of Prayer, Annie Jeong.
5p.m. Student
Student Week of Prayer: 8 p.m. Collegedale
Church, Jeremiah Samuel.

Feb. 7 and will also be sold at the Super Bowl Party and will cost $25 per person. If

Friday 31

you have any questions at contact Maddy Thomas maddyt@southern.edu.
If you are a graduating senior and took senior portraits last
41-52

Saturday 1
35-49

Adoration: 9 a.m. Collegedale Church – Kris
Eckenroth
9:30 a.m.
Thatcher Chapel, Josh Woods.
SOAP Outdoor Church: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Wright Hall, Hiking
11 a.m. Thatcher Chapel ,Josh Woods
11:45 a.m. Collegedale Church – Kris
Eckenroth
Connect: 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Academy
Evensong: Hymn Fest, 6 p.m. Collegedale
Church
3-on-3 Volleyball Tournament: 7 p.m. Iles P.E.

Monday 3
51-59

Last Day for 80% Tuition Refund
Southern Sophomore Success: 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room
E.A. Anderson Lecture Series: 7 p.m.
Brock

Wednesday 5
40-54

Sunset:6:08 p.m.
Star Watch: 6 p.m. Hickman Hall Parking Lot
Student Week of Prayer: Amber Lee, 7:30
p.m. Collegedale Church
Vespers: Ministerial Trainee Induction, Josh
Woods, 7:30 p.m. Thatcher Chapel

Sunday 2

Dunzweiler (adunzweiler@southern.edu).
Start thinking about what you can perform for the show!
Online submissions are due by February 20, 2020! If you have any questions at contact Maddy Thomas maddyt@southern.edu

Weekly Birthdays
39-58

Cave Open: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Student
Park
6 p.m. Iles
P.E. Center

Tuesday 4
Southern Sophomore Success:
12 p.m. Presidential Banquet Room

pick these up as soon as possible! If you have any questions, please contact Autumn

50-63

TODAY

Dennis Saturnino

Logan Milliron

Marlyn Antwan

Brittany Thacker

Ryan Pierce

Jacob Brown

Isabelle Yeaton

Tuesday | 4

Andrea Galindo

Sunday | 2

Jayleen Alcantara

Michaela Hounslow

Zach Attle

Bruno Benna

Audrey Morman

Dante Dornburg

Chaden Noriega-Reyes

Friday | 31

Robert Estrada

Luis Sanchez

Brandon Anderson

Mandy Layne

Marizelda Tomas

Trish Ford

Miguel Manzo

Wednesday | 29

Jake Lowry

Rafael Nual

Tori Bolin

David Nolasco

Kristina Shakespeare

Jenny Chung

Michael Specht

Andrea Silos

Devin Cummins

Julia Wright

Monday | 3

Jennisha Patel

Saturday |1

Jason Chung

Thomas Retz

Johnathan Quinto

John Greer

Abigail Soto

Joey Rocha

Angie Luna

Paul Wear
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Southern’s
cafeteria
experiences
labor shortage

Southern comes together for students battling cancer

Ciarah Clark
Lead Reporter
Southern Adventist University has been experiencing a
labor shortage in Food Services
for several years, but within
the past year, the situation has
worsened. There is a lack of student workers particularly in the
cafeteria, according to director of Southern’s Food Services
department Teddy Kyriakidis.
“We like to keep about 100
[workers], and right now we’re
around 60,” Kyriakidis said.
“Right now our biggest shortage is in the production, which
are the cooks and salad prep.”
Kyriakidis said the cause
of the shortage is due to
multiple factors, including a
decrease in enrollment.
According to Russell Orrison,
associate vice president for
Retail and Auxiliary Operations,
enrollment decreased from
2,968 students in the fall 2017
semester to 2,770 students in
the fall 2019 semester.
“The largest employer on
campus has always been
See WORKERS on page 3

Katie Guild
Photo courtesy of Mark Guild
María José Morán
Religion Editor

Southern’s campus has come
together to show support to
two of its students who are currently battling cancer.
In the last couple of months
both Katie Guild, sophomore
health science major, and Kenneth Bautista, freshman business management major, were
diagnosed with cancer.
In order to show support,

Student and faculty
committees collaborate
to make changes to dress
Elise Deschamps
Staff Writer
Senate’s dress code committee and the faculty committee
have been making efforts to
promote edits and changes to
Southern’s dress code found in
the Student Handbook.
Some of these edits include
changes that would level the
dress code differences between
men and women and remove
the policy prohibiting wearing
shorts to classes and convocations. These specific changes
and edits being made to the
dress code are not verified
as a school policy.
Hannah Moraga, a sophomore pre-physical therapy
major and chair of the Senate’s dress code committee,
expressed the intentions behind
the push for change.
“The whole idea of us changing the dress code would be to
change a lot of the wording, as
much of it was unclear,” Moraga
said. “We are really looking for
clarification of the rules, and
also looking to make the wording less aggressive.”
When asked about specific
changes in regards to the jewelry fine, Moraga said, “If they
want to keep the jewelry rule,
we want to understand how
much you are fined, why you
were fined, and when exactly
you are fined.”

Kenneth Bautista
Photo courtesy of Kenneth Bautista

students have come together
in different ways. During the
vespers service last Friday, a
special time was dedicated for
students to pair up and pray for
both students.
“[This] shows that Southern
is actually a family-oriented
school,” said Steven Aris, junior
political science major. “If one
person is down, others around
are going to help. We are all
united in prayer, and we can all

come together in prayer. And I
witnessed that on Friday.”
Guild and Bautista found out
about the cancer due to different symptoms, which in both
cases included headaches.
For Guild, the symptoms and
diagnosis happened quickly.
After a week full of intense
headaches and abnormal swelling on her neck, she was taken
to urgent care for testing. From
there she was diagnosed with

Primary
mediastinal
B-cell
non-Hodgkin
lymphoma--a
large mass above her heart,
which restricted her circulation and caused the headaches
and the swelling.
Bautista, on the other hand,
dealt with the headaches for
about two months until he got
an MRI, which helped diagnose
a mass behind his nose.
“I was really surprised to be
See KATIE & KENNETH on page 2

Nursing NCLEX pass rates
continues to be above national average

In the edits, the dress
code committee proposes a
three-step process, based on
offenses, on how the school is
going to enforce jewelry guidelines. The first offense would
result in an email reminder,
the second offense in a verbal
reminder and the third offense
will be a fine of $5.

The way dress code
is handled is very
important. If it’s
done professionally, I
can respect that. But
if it is done in almost
a demeaning way, it’s
misrepresentation
of what the school is
trying to do with it.
Sophomore marketing major
Nathalie Levterova emphasizes
that a clear way of addressing
and
enforcing
dress
code is vital.
“The way dress code is handled is very important. If it’s
done professionally, I can
respect that. But if it is done in
almost a demeaning way, it’s
misrepresentative of what the
school is trying to do with it,”
Levterova said.
According to accounting Professor Julia Hyde, “There’s not
a lot of guidance for administration about dealing with
dress code. At the beginning
of this school year, faculty
were encouraged to enforce

Maddie Chant and Jake Ottati enjoying campus life.
Photos by Xander Ordinola
See DRESS CODE on page 2

Florida Hospital Hall
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Aubri Dancek
Staff Writer
According to the School of
Nursing, 98 students from
Southern’s AS program graduated in 2019. After graduation, the nursing students were
required to pass one more test
before they could practice as

This is the second
consecutive year
the department
has had a pass rate
that is both higher
than the state and
national average
nurses; the NCLEX (National
Council Licensure Examination).
Ninety-two percent of the students who graduated in 2019
passed the NCLEX on their first
try, which is above the 88 percent national average passing
rate, according to ncsbn.org.
According
to
information provided by the nursing
department, this is the second
consecutive year the department has had a pass rate that
is higher than both the state
and national average. The
Tennessee board of nursing
requires an 85 percent pass
rate, while other states have a

pass rate that ranges from 80
percent or lower.
“There are only two states in
the United States that have that
high of a level [pass rate]. Tennessee is very proud that they
are one of those two states,
and they are not going down on
their board rates to be like other
states,” said Holly Gadd, dean of
the School of Nursing.
In 2014, the nursing department dipped below the required
pass rate, which put them on
probation with the Tennessee
Board of Nursing. Since then,
the department has recovered.
They switched to a program
called Kaplan that allows students to take practice tests with
questions similar to those that
will be seen on the NCLEX, along
with other strategies to prepare
students to take the exam.
Even with Tennessee having a
high pass rate requirement, students feel they are prepared to
take the NCLEX.
“The NCLEX is very different
from the other tests you take
throughout the levels. I think
the nursing program has done
a good job of incorporating the
NCLEX into our program. They
have us take practice tests for
every big nursing core class
we’ve had to take so far,” said
Chase Smith, level four nursing

student.
Smith plans on taking the
NCLEX soon after he graduates in May 2020. Others have
already taken the NCLEX and
passed on their first try.
“The night before I took

We prayed a lot
about some of
these things, like
wisdom. So that’s
an important
aspect of our success. The credit has
to go to students,
to the faculty
team, and to God.
the NCLEX there was a lot of
prayers, trusting God that
whatever happened would be
His will and that all of my hard
work over the last three years
was about to all be worth it.
I was going to be Kimi Mertz
RN,” said Kimi Mertz, level six
nursing student.
“God has really blessed us,”
Gadd said. “We prayed a lot
about some of these things, like
wisdom. So that’s an important
aspect of our success. The credit
has to go to students, to the faculty team, and to God.”

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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NEWS
Dress Codes Guide to President Trump’s Impeachment trial
continued from page 1

dress code. How faculty go
about doing that, there were
no further details.”
“We are also trying to shift
the mentality of the reasoning
behind dress code. Yes, this is
a Christian establishment, and
modesty is definitely something
we believe in,” Moraga said.
“We wanted to push for professionalism and have that behind
more of the reasoning behind
dress code... When we go into

We are also
trying to shift
the mentality
of the reasoning behind dress
code
the workforce, it’s something
we can carry with us.”
According to Moraga, the
faculty
committee’s
support for the changes has
facilitated the proposal.
When asked how these
changes will benefit Southern
as a whole, Moraga said, “Passion is what makes change. All
this work for...not even a [full]
page, in a manual that people are never going to open,
[this work] is going to change
how people, why people,
come to this school.”

Bailey DuBose
Staff Writer
The U.S. Senate Impeachment trial of President Donald
Trump was set to end with an
acquittal vote on both articles
on Wednesday, Feb. 5.
These votes were expected
to come after two days of senators giving their final remarks
on where they stand with this
trial. Each senator had a maximum of 10 minutes to formally give their final thoughts
on Monday and Tuesday after
the closing arguments of the
House managers and the
president’s defense.
Once the Senate was back in

session on Monday, Feb. 3, the
prosecution and defense each
had a maximum of two hours
to give their closing arguments
and statements.
A main point the House managers made in their final presentation was by not convicting
Trump in this impeachment
trial, it will put the 2020 presidential election at risk.
“If we are to rely on the next
election to judge the president’s efforts to cheat in that
election, how can we know that
the next election will be free
and fair,” said Adam Schiff, l
ead House manager.
A major point the president’s
defense made in their final
remarks was to let the peo-

David George to leave Southern:
Taking on a new cinematic journey
Xavier Quiles
Staff Writer
The name David George
can bring up many different
thoughts for his students. One
thing that people are sure to
hear is that he loves film and
what is possible to accomplish
with it. He has been a film professor since 2000, founding the
film program in January of 2001.
But once the winter semester is over, he will leave the
program he started.
Michael Moyer, a junior film
production major, said, “He’s
kind of a guy that knows a little
bit about everything. I guess
he’s had a lot of variety and life
experience. When you talk to
him, you get the vibe of a very
knowledgeable person.”
According to Moyer, George
is known for telling punny
dad jokes, and some students have been saving every
joke he tells in a list.
Daniah Pergerson, a sophomore film production major,
called George the “Dad of the
Film Department.”

David George doing what he loves.
Photo courtesy of David George

The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

ple of the United States decide
whether they want President
Trump in office or not.
“The answer is elections, not
impeachment,” said Jay Sekulow, Trump’s defense attorney.
Republican Senators Susan
Collins of Maine and Mitt Romney of Utah voted with Democrats last week to see additional
witnesses
and
documents.
While Collins voted yes to see
witnesses, she explained why
she planned to vote to acquit
President Trump on both articles of impeachment.
"I do not believe that the
House has met its burden of
showing that the president's
conduct, however flawed, warrants the extreme step of imme-

Katie &
Kenneth
continued from page 1

David George working on a film camera.
Photo courtesy of David George

Nick Livanos, a film professor
and colleague, said that George
thinks strategically with an analytical mind; he’s into technology that goes with filmmaking.
“In the most loving way, I
would say David is kind of a
nerd,” Livanos said.
After a long period of working with students and teaching the technical sides of film,
George has decided to start a
new chapter of his life; being
a cinematographer.
“I’ve been teaching for 20
years now,” George said. “I
realized that I either needed
to try to move on and do some
other things or just sorta commit to the idea that what I’m
doing now would be my entire
career. And I just felt like I might
regret it if I never tried to do
some other things that I had
dreamed of doing.”
George’s students have mixed
feelings about his leaving.
“I’m kinda sad,” Pergerson
said, “because the people that
come into the program [after

George’s departure], they’re
going to be missing out on so
much, on a person who really
invested in them.”

He’s done so much
to bring it to the
place where it is
today, and his shoes
are going to be big
shoes to fill.
“He’s done so much to bring
it to the place where it is today,
and his shoes are going to be
big shoes to fill,” Moyer said.
Professor Livanos will be the
one filling those shoes of the
program coordinator.
“People
say
congratulations,” Livanos said. “I hate
hearing that. It’s like hearing,
‘Congratulations
on
losing
your best friend.’”
If there is something everyone is unanimous about, it’s
that George will be leaving
behind a great legacy. And,
according to Pergerson, that
legacy is “patience.”
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feeling sick since I have never
had any health issues in the
past,” said Bautista.
From there, the process to
find a cure began quickly.
Both students are in the early
stage of chemotherapy, and are
expected to finish their respective treatments within the next
5-6 months. However, the process is different for each one.
“[Katie] does a very intense
treatment. She goes in and
gets the drip for five days,” said
Mark Guild, associate professor in the School of Business
and Katie’s father. “Then, she is
home for two and a half weeks
in between treatments, so that
her body has time to recover.”
For Bautista, the process is
less intense. “I go in every Friday, and I’m there pretty much

diate removal from office, nor
does the record support the
assertion by the House managers that the president must not
remain in office one moment
longer,” Collins said.
On Friday, Jan. 31, the prosecution and defense had a
four-hour debate on whether
witnesses should be subpoenaed and questioned, along
with the request to view
additional documents. The
final vote was 49-51 against
allowing witnesses.
This article was last updated
on Feb. 4. For the latest update
go to accent.southern.edu

all day, but then I get the week
to rest and recover,” said Bautista. However, the treatment is
on a “two-Fridays-on and oneFriday-off basis.”
“It has been really hard on my
body, though. The first Saturday
night I was shaking and shivering in my bed, I felt confused
and just scared.”
Both Guild and Bautista,
however, expressed optimism
about their outcomes. “The
[chemotherapy room] is just
a bunch of old people,” said
Bautista, “which makes me
feel out of place. But it also
made me feel like I have the
strength to fight this.”
Around campus, both students’ friends have been intentional about supporting them.
Two weeks ago, a group of
Guild’s friends set up in the
Student Center and handed
out bracelets with the hashtag
#KickitKatie in support of Guild,
and had notecards for people to
write encouraging messages.

Students wear #kickitkatie bracelets in support of Katie Guild.
Photos courtesy of Sierra Anderson
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NEWS
Workers

continued from page 1
Food Services. So, naturally,
they’re impacted the most,”
said Orrison.
Sophomore nursing major
Dysphan Lumbangaol worked
as a dishwasher in the cafeteria last semester. Lumbangaol
attributes the labor shortage to
wages and work environment.
“It is actually kind of labor-intensive because you’re lifting
a lot…and I personally think
we should be paid a bit more,”
Lumbangaol said. “[The pay]
is already higher. But I mean,
landscaping, for example, is $10
an hour because it is really hard
work; but it’s an incentive to do
it. There’s just not enough motivation to want to go through
working in the cafe.”
The starting pay for dishwashers at the cafeteria is $8.25 an
hour, according to Lumbangaol.
The average salary of a dishwasher in the state of Tennessee is $10.77 an hour, according
to Indeed.com.
“The reason why I quit was
because [it is] a lot of work for
really not that much money,”
Lumbangaol said. “The work
environment kind of sucks.
It’s honestly so depressing
being in there.”

Kyriakidis said, although an
increase in pay did not seem to
help with past labor shortages,
the possibility of raising wages
even further is currently being
discussed with administration,
along with the idea of bringing
in outside labor.
“I think, also, our current generations aren’t either willing to
or needing to work as much as
other previous generations,”

One of the biggest
struggles employees have…is just
showing up to work
on time, being
ready to work and
being in the right
mindset, and those
are things that students can start to
learn while they’re
here on campus
that will benefit
them in their career
no matter what
career they go into.
Kyriakidis said. “We’ve heard
a lot of students say that their
parents discourage them from
working because they want
them to focus on their studies.”
Anya Parker, a 17-year-old
homeschooler, began working
as a dishwasher at Southern’s
cafeteria last summer when she

learned that some of her friends
worked there.
“I like to wash the dishes,”
Parker said. “I have friends here,
and that’s why I’m working.
It’s more fun, but some people don’t work there because
it’s tiring to wash the dishes
for a long time.”
Kyriakidis said, “One of the
challenges with working in
the service industry is…it’s not
appealing to some people.
One of the biggest struggles
employees have…is just showing up to work on time, being
ready to work and being in the
right mindset. Those are things
that students can start to learn
while they’re here on campus
that will benefit them in their
career no matter what career
they go into.”
The shortage has affected
all positions in the cafeteria,
including cooks and supervisors, according to Lumbangaol.
“For every shift, there’s a shift
supervisor, and they texted me
and a lot of other friends who
were just regular workers and
asked us to become supervisors,” Lumbangaol said. “[The
shortage] made me feel kind
of obligated to take on another
shift, or I would stay a bit longer
because I knew there was no
one after my shift to take over.
Usually people are assigned to
salad, people are assigned to

Gabriel Ballesteros working in the cafeteria.
Photo by Danielle Laurent

main dishes. But then I would
see people having to switch
around because there weren’t
enough people in one section.”
Lumbangaol says that improving the work environment of the
cafeteria would help the labor
shortage problem.
“There are jobs on campus
that are really popular, like the
library or office jobs, where
there’s a nice work environment,” Lumbangaol said. “So
if you want people to work at

the cafe, make the cafe a place
that people really want to work
at. …Promote actual teamwork.
Make it a community, and then
I think that would help people
want to work there.”

Counseling Services acknowledges need for more counselors
communication major. “I don’t
doubt the counseling center
is doing its best but it can be
frustrating at times when the
appointment is too late and the
issue for which I was originally
wanting counseling for isn’t relevant anymore.”
The wait has caused some
students to look for help somewhere else.
“I’ve been battling with mental illness...I had scheduled
counseling but wasn’t able

Counseling and Testing Center Sign Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Stephanie Chavez
Staff Writer
Southern
has
seen
an
increase in mental health issues
that have created a need for
more counselors.
The Student Success Center
equips students with professionals who provide counseling
services, testing services, firstyear experience, career services, disability support services
and retention services.
“Everything we do contributes to mental health,” said Jim
Wampler, director of the Student Success Center. “Southern is not unusual in that we
have lots of students that are
stressed, anxious and in some
cases depressed; we sort of

mirror society...What we have
seen on our campus, and on
campuses all across the United
States, is mental health issues
are a growing problem for college campuses, so our counselors stay very busy.”
The Associated Press in 2019
directed a study that showed
the number of college students
receiving mental health treatment has increased by 35%
since 2014. Southern’s stats
show that we have experienced
an increase of 45% since 2014.
The inflation of mental health
issues at Southern has created
a need for more counselors
according to Wampler.
“Last semester, we had two
full-time and two part-time

[counselors]. We felt like that
wasn’t quite enough. Probably
adding three full-time and one
half-time [counselors] is what
we need to keep up but with
the increase in mental health
issues,” Wampler said.
During the fall semester of
2019, the average wait for a
student was about two weeks
as stated by Tiffany Bartell,
counselor at the Student Success Center. Students have
expressed that even though
they understand the reason for
this wait, it can be discouraging.
“I have experienced a wait
time of about two weeks from
when I requested an appointment to when I’m actually met,”
said Trisney Bocala, junior mass

The wait has
caused some students to
look for help
somewhere else.
“I’ve been battling with mental
illness...I had scheduled counseling
but wasn’t able to
be seen until a few
weeks later,”
to be seen until a few weeks
later,” said Kalista Cartagena,
freshman, Mass Communication- Photography major. “I was
suffering in silence… I couldn’t
think of anyone or anywhere
safe that I could speak on the
issues I was dealing with. I

finally felt the confidence to
speak to a pastor… because I
couldn’t wait any longer.”
Bartell said the Student
Success Center has a protocol in place that states “any
student who is experiencing
severe distress or is having an
emergency is seen the same
day all the time”.
This raises the question
of whether or not a student will admit to having
an emergency or what is
considered an emergency.
“For a long time, I didn’t want
to go to counseling… So when
I finally did go, even if I would
have known about the rule [protocol], I wouldn’t have wanted
to say it’s an emergency just
in case… they tell me it’s not,”
Bocala said.
Despite these obstacles, our
counselors on campus want to
hear our opinion and see the
importance of students being
mentally strong.
“We are very open to feedback,” said Bartell. “We want to
hear what is meaningful to the
students and help them.”

BS DEGREE
TO
DNP
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and earn a doctor of nursing practice
at the same time.
Our new BS to DNP program mentors bachelor’s
degree-level graduates, as they gain the necessary
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practice emphasis of their choice. No previous
clinical experience required.

Options include:
• DNP/MBA
• Lifestyle Medicine
• Nurse Educator
• Nurse Practitioner
(emphases include Acute Care–Adult/Gerontology,
Primary Care–Adult/Gerontology, Family, and
Psychiatric Mental Health)

Call or visit online to find out
how to get started.
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NEWS

Questions for the Candidates
Megan Yoshioka
Lead Reporter

Luis Moreno

Presidential
PresidentCandidate

What inspired you to
run for this position?
Ever since my sophomore year, I have been part
of Student Senate. We’ve
done a lot of good work,
made a couple of good
changes on campus; but
I feel like it wasn’t really
enough.
There’s still a missing
layer. After we finished
working on all these
projects, some of them
weren’t able to get done.
So, I feel like running for
Student President gives
me a chance as a student
to move things along for
other students - being that
voice with faculty, and just
making sure that things are
getting done.
What changes do you
want to make?

There are a couple different ones. One of them is
making community service
count as cultural credit.
Another one would be
funding for small clubs on
campus so they can have
more opportunity to do
things. Another one would
be a mentorship program
with Alumni Relations.
The SJC does Roundtable, which is a conference
for students so they can
build relationships with
alumni; so that when they
get out of here, they have
job opportunities. Another
one would be working with
the Collegedale [Police]
Department to put lights
on the Greenway and more
lights on campus just so
that students can feel more
secure.

Marcus Abejar

Presidential
Executive VPCandidate

What inspired you to
run for this position?
Ever since I was in high
school, I’ve always been
a part of leadership. I’ve
been in SA for two years,
and I really enjoy planning
events. So, when I was
coming to Southern, I got
more experience and was
exposed to more clubs and
events. I thrive on planning
and organizing, and I really
enjoy the stress of the hectic-ness. And getting to put
on something for the students to enjoy. I really enjoy
seeing other people happy.
What changes do you
want to make?
I would want the events
to be marketed better, and

I want them to be where all
the students would want to
come. I like when students
say, “Oh, this is something
new. I want to come experience it.” There have been
events that have happened
before, but I want to bring
something fresh and new
that they haven’t seen in a
while. And I want everyone
to come out.
What kind of leader do
you hope to become?
I’m not sure what I’m
expecting to get from this
position, but I hope what I
can get from being Social
Vice President is the experience of listening to others,
getting to hear their ideas
and then bouncing off of

What inspired you to
run for this position?
I feel like it’s kind of been
a progression for me. I
started off as a senator my
freshman year, and then I
went up to parliamentarian, And now I’m vice president, and so the next step
up is to become president.
I want to put myself in a
position where I can make
positive change on this
campus, and I feel like, as
president, I can make a lot
of really good change. Even
more so than now as vice
president.
What changes do you
want to make?
My campaign slogan is
“Equals” because I believe
there are a lot of things
we are not equal in. A lot
of students aren’t seen

as the adults that we are.
We’re still kind of seen as
high schoolers. And I don’t
blame a single person for
that. I blame the system
that encourages that. And
so I plan on changing that
system and creating more
open access and creating
more equality with students and administration,
and students and dorms.
Because we’re all in this
together – we are Southern.
What kind of leader do
you hope to become?
I want to be a leader, but
I also want to be a part of
the people because, at
the end of the day, I don’t
believe that I’m above
any person. I believe that
I’m working alongside an
amazing group of people

What kind of spiritual
activities do you want to
implement?
I feel like it’d be good
to help students develop
a more personal relationship. I feel like most people
who come here have had a
background with knowing
God, but then haven’t had
time to delve into what it
really means to be Adventist or what it really means
to be Christian; so, having
vespers that are basically
Bible studies, or if you’re
into music, a vespers that’s
like a music vespers.
What kind of leader do
you hope to become?
I would say the first word
that comes to my mind is
“compassionate.”
Somebody who can listen to other
people, because a lot of the

time it’s not just about you
and what you have to offer
the school. But it’s about
what other people have
to offer and the ideas that
other students have and
how you can help organize
and implement those. So,
somebody who listens to
other people and listens to
God. Because without God,
I feel like we can’t do anything.
Why should students
vote for you?
I care. A lot. And I want
that to come through. Not
just doing this as a resume
booster, but a way to show
students that I care and
that things they care about
matter to me. I would be
down to do the work— I’m
down to get dirty and do
what’s required of me.

What inspired you to
run for this position?
I really wanted to see a
change on campus and I’ve
been on Senate for the past
two years. The Vice President this year is actually
my next-door neighbor,
and I went to talk to him
about it one night, and he
said, “Yeah I think you’d
be a good candidate for it,
and you should really pray
about it.”
The next morning, I
prayed about it, and I’m
like, “God is this your will?”
So I went to Student Development, and I picked up an
application and passed all
of the qualifications.
What changes do you
want to make?

I want to first have a
pitch competition for students to implement their
ideas towards SA events.
For example, what type
of theme they want for a
party.
Another idea I have
would be having a smoothie
station in the cafeteria.
I’m a part of a committee
on Senate that’s working
to have different foods on
campus. So I’m wanting to
have a bi-weekly or oncea-month event where local
restaurants can showcase
their foods.
Another one would be
an anonymous page for
ideas that the Student
Association officers could
assess. I’m also wanting to

that, and being able to put
on something that they
want to happen. I want to
be a leader that listens to
others and is able to please
others and just make them
happy. There’s a lot of different types of leadership:
there’s authoritative and
there’s democratic. I really
want to be a leader that
is able to delegate rather
than doing everything
myself. I want to work
with everyone to make the
events possible.
Why should students
vote for you?
I’ve had a lot of experience in leadership, and
it’s all trial and error. I’ve
learned a lot. I’ve made a

and working with the student body in general to
help make change.
What kind of spiritual
activities do you hope to
implement?
I’ve been struggling with
that because I feel like this
campus is turning dead. I
feel like a lot of people are
okay just being Christian
and just saying that they’re
Seventh-day
Adventist,
going to church, getting
just their minimal required
credits. And so we just kind
of need a whole revival. I
personally I want to work
on that. However, that’s not
one of my main focuses,
but I hope to work with the
religious vice president,
which we should have next
year, hopefully. And they’re
the ones that are supposed

to help me create a plan
with that.
Why should students
vote for you?
Well A) students should
vote period. Let’s just put
that out there. But students should vote for me if
they really want change - if
they want someone who
will work the extra hours.
If they want someone who
is passionate about them,
who loves them, who
wants to see them grow,
and who wants to see the
school grow.

Sheryl Kambuni
Presidential
PresidentCandidate

create more opportunities
for students for job security. Trying to secure more
partnerships or places for
students to get internships
and eventually get a job.
What kind of leader do
you hope to become?
I hope to become a
leader that’s willing and
adaptable. I think it’s very
important that whatever
my actions are, are not for
myself, but for the school.
And whatever I do is constantly helping other people like student life, acquiring job security off-campus,
making things easier on
students, finding scholarships for them too. Whatever’s thrown at my plate, I
want to do it for students,

not for myself.
Why should students
vote for you?
I never really had a big
leadership position in high
school, but I really wanted
a chance to showcase that.
I want to be the voice for
students on campus. I
want to learn their needs
and assess them. I want to
give back to Southern after
being here for three years.
Basically, this is something
that I prayed about and it’s
a passion I want to pursue.

lot of mistakes and I’m still
learning. I’m not a perfect
leader. With everything that
I’ve been a part of—Asian
Club, Senate, Enactus— I
really hope I can use what
I’ve learned from other
experiences and do the
best I can in this position.
And I want to plan events
that students want to see
happen. Events that they
would enjoy and not just
what SA puts on because
SA is for the students, not
for ourselves.

Nadine Peteros
Social VP
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SPORTS

If you’re not
cheating you’re
not trying?

Underdogs in the NBA
David Runnels
Contributor

you with their recent success
in the West are the Utah Jazz.
For a while they had made it all
the way to second seed, only
falling short to the L.A. Lakers.
With some tough losses they
have fallen to 4th seed behind
the Denver Nuggets and the
L.A. Clippers. A team that has
been flying under the radar the
whole season with only four
wins off 2nd seed in the West is
the Oklahoma City Thunder. It
seemed bleak for them at the
beginning of the season after
trading Russell Westbrook to
the Houston Rockets. The fact
is that without him, they have
done just fine, looking to easily
have a spot in the playoffs, only
being one game behind Houston, Westbrook’s new team.

The fallout from the Astros cheating scandal
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor

With the end of the MLB
season and the triumph of the
Washington Nationals over the
Houston Astros, the time has
come for one of the most entertaining parts of the MLB season: the offseason. The Astros
so far have had a horrible offseason since it came out that
they cheated by stealing signs
in their 2017 championship
season. The MLB responded
to the scandal by fining the
team as much as it legally
could: five million dollars. In
addition, the league took the
Astros first and second round
draft picks for the next two
years and suspended both the
general manager of the Astros
Jeff Luhnow and manager A.J.
Hinch for the entire 2020 season. While neither man participated in the sign stealing (that
was the players role), the MLB
decided that they deserved

punishment since they knew
about the cheating and did little or nothing to stop it. Astros
owner Jim Crane responded to
the scandal by firing both men
and hiring former Washington Nationals manager Dusty
Baker as the new manager.
Baker has managed for 20
total seasons since 1993. The
MLB has yet to suspend players or coaches outside of the
Astros for their involvement
in the scheme, so it will be
interesting how the next few
weeks will play out, as many
of the players and coaches
involved, like Alex Cora and
Carlos Beltran, are now working in coaching positions with
other teams. The Red Sox are
currently still under investigation as to whether or not Cora
brought the cheating with him
in 2018.

With not much time left
before All-Star weekend, some
teams have been making
big moves for seeding. The

L.A. Clippers. A team
that has been flying
under the radar the
whole season with
only four wins off 2nd
seed in the West is
the Oklahoma City
Thunder.
Toronto Raptors have climbed
the ladder with 11 consecutive
wins. It is surprising that the

Chiefs claim the Lombardi
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor

On February 2nd, the Kansas
City Chiefs reclaimed the Lombardi trophy for the first time
in over 50 years in a win over
the San Francisco 49ers with a
final score of 31-20. The game
got off to a slow start, with
the score at halftime sitting
at 10-10. In the second half,
the 49ers opened up a lead by
picking up another ten points,
bringing the score to 20-10.
However, The Chiefs are known
for their ability to blow games
wide open, and they did just
that in the fourth quarter by
scoring 21 unanswered points
to finish the game 31-20. Both
quarterbacks struggled for
most of the game, with Garoppolo throwing one touchdown
and two interceptions and
finishing with a quarterback
rating of 40.6, and Mahomes
throwing two touchdowns and

two interceptions and finishing
with a quarterback rating of
61.6. He also fumbled the football twice, although neither of
them was lost. The Super Bowl
MVP award was awarded to
Patrick Mahomes, despite his
poor start. Damien Williams
seemed like the obvious candidate for the award, after he finished the game with 17 carries
for 104 yards and 1 touchdown,
and added on 4 receptions for
29 yards and another touchdown. However, fan voting
that came earlier in the game
swung the vote in Mahomes
favor. Andy Reid, coach of the
Kansas City Chiefs, was elated
to finally get his first Super
Bowl victory after having one
of the best winning records as a
coach without winning a Super
Bowl, with a record of 207-128.
As the offseason progresses,

the Chiefs will be looking to
retain the major free agents
that made this Super Bowl victory possible. If they are able
to do that, they will be set up
to have an established dynasty
for many years to come.

Raptors have the same record
that they had (with Kawhi
Leonard) last year with 36 wins
and 14 losses. With the constant improvement of Pascal
Siakam, they have managed
to have a great record without
the Finals MVP’s help. Another
interesting story for the East is
the return of Victor Oladipo to
the Indiana Pacers. In his first
game back he had nine points
in just 20 minutes of playing
time . In typical fashion taking
a go-ahead three to win the
game, Victor proved that he
still has what it takes to lead
his team.
A team that might surprise
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OPINION

Do you think the new immigration laws are fair?
The Supreme Court voted in favor of policy changes that will make it more difficult for low-income immigrants to come to or remain in the US. Some states and immigration advocates oppose it, but after the 5-4 Supreme Court vote on January 27, the rule can now go into effect everywhere except Illinois. In support of this rule, the director of the US Immigration services mentioned “Give me your tired and your poor who can stand on their own two feet and who will not become a public charge.”

Immigrant laws: For
better or worse?

It’s not fair
Anne Pondi
Contributor

Bianca Guarino
Contributor

In a 5-4 vote, the
Supreme Court recently made
it difficult for immigrants of low
income to come to the United
States, and also made it harder
for those already in the country
to stay.
As of Jan. 27, this new
rule is in place in all states
except Illinois. This public
charge rule, which has been
in the process since August of
2019, gives immigration officers the ability to deny a visa to
anyone who does not meet the
economic standard.
Since
the
decision
from the Supreme Court was
released last week, there have
been many discussions whether
the law is helpful to the country
or not. Many have argued that,
as politicians and people of the
government, it is important that
they think about the well-being
of the country and those that
are already in it. Many have
worried that the influx of immigrants has become too much
for the country’s economy to
handle. However, does this law
really solve this “problem”?
There are currently
many legal immigrants in the
country who help contribute
to the economy, who now are
in a situation where going for
healthcare could potentially get
them a “public charge”.
Portico Healthnet President Meghan Kimmel predicts
that as a result of this charge,

many people who are eligible
for the benefits offered by the
country will withdraw their
memberships due to the fear
that they may lose their right
to being an American citizen.
Many healthcare professionals
have spoken up and said that
if people are refusing to access
things such as healthcare or
free food provisions, they run
the risk of having outbreaks
such as measles and hepatitis.
Furthermore, many of
the resources the government
is paying for in the offered benefits will go to waste, as many
people will avoid them. Overall,
the new rule does not seem
to help the country’s economy
and it is leaning towards a
more negative effect instead.
Trump claims that the reason behind his wanting this
law passed is because he hates
to see tax-paying people pay
for the benefits of those who
don’t pay taxes. However, there
are many immigrants that pay
taxes, despite low-income, and
there are also non-immigrants
that don’t. He believes that the
charge will help the country. Of
course, since the law has just
recently been approved, we
can only speculate whether it
will actually help the country or
harm it.

As a person who has traveled
from country to country, I can
assure you that getting a visa,
especially if you are from a third
world country, is not easy. I can
only imagine that the process
of migration is much more
tedious and unnecessarily difficult.
I understand that the process
is meant to ensure that those
who are responsible will be the
ones settling into the United
States of America. However, I
do not see the need to make
it harder for low income immigrants to remain in the United
States. People can always find
loopholes and the problem of
illegal immigrants will increase.
The reasoning behind this bill
is that immigrants are bad for
the economy, but what the government does not realize is that
the same people still buy things

and they do important jobs that
no one else is willing to do.
As an immigrant, the process to settle in the U.S. is very
expensive. It is unfair that low
income immigrants who went
through the whole process and
spent all that money should
have difficulty staying. They
probably did it so that they
could escape harsh conditions
in their previous countries. As
for those who want to come to
the United States, I believe that
everyone should get an equal
opportunity, and there should
not be any prejudice against
anyone simply because of how
much money they earn.
One might argue that security
is a big concern when it comes
to the low income population.
However, the people who have
posed security threats to the
public in the past did not arrive
as low-income immigrants;
most arrived either as tourists
or were American born citizens
according to a list of terror
attacks in the US by the CNN.
At the end of the day, completely,getting rid of low income
immigrants can cause an economic
imbalance
because
according to an article by “The
Balance” , immigrants in general have propelled 15% of the
U.S economic growth between
1990 and 2014. Therefore the
cut back in immigrants would
affect the economic growth and
it denies people the opportunity
of a better life.

RELIGION

Activities to do on a Sabbath afternoon
María José Morán
Religion Editor
While napping can be one of
the highlights of the Sabbath,
there are several other things
that we can do to fully take
advantage of this day.

1

“If you turn away your foot
from the Sabbath, from doing
your pleasure on My holy day,
And call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy day of the Lord honorable, and shall honor Him, not
doing your own ways, nor finding
your own pleasure, nor speaking
your own words, then you shall
delight yourself in the Lord; and I
will cause you to ride on the high
hills of the earth, and feed you
with the heritage of Jacob your
father. The mouth of the Lord has
spoken.”
Isaiah 58:13-14

Listen/watch a sermon,
YouTube is a great place to
listen to a sermon about any
topic you can think of. However, if you are wanting to listen to your favorite pastor or a
specific message, Audio Verse
is a great place to look.

3

4

Journaling, This is a great
exercise regardless of when
you do it. However, by journaling on the Sabbath you are
able to reflect on the past week
your spiritual life and weekly or
monthly goals.

2

Painting, I can relate to anyone who thinks they are not
creative enough to do this. But
painting something on a canvas while listening to Christian
music, can be very relaxing and
entertaining.

5

Go for a hike, walk, bike
Although the weather has been
kind of unpredictable lately, this
is a great opportunity to catch
a break from our busy lifestyles.
Unplugging from the environment we are accustomed to is a
great way to reflect on life. Not
only does being outside help
us relax, but it eases our minds
and allows us to connect with
God.

Do a Bible study, Doing a
Bible study by yourself is a great
way to catch up on your spiritual life. Now, I am not encouraging you to slack on your daily
devotional time. But if you have,
dedicating a couple of hours to
catch up on your daily readings
is a great thing to do.
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Living present in a digital world
Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor
Have you ever checked to see how many times you pick up your phone per day? Or how many hours you spend using your phone? Have you ever panicked when you
didn’t know where your phone was? As a millennial, who grew up with technology, I know how easy it is to get caught up in the digital world of social media, instantaneous news, and new shows on Netflix (or Disney Plus). However, these distractions can put a hinder on living in the present moment and productivity.
Here are some ways to
decrease
distractions
and
increase productivity:

lack of non-verbal communication.

4

1

Flora - It’s a free app
designed to help “stay
focused together.” In
the app, you set a timer and
once the timer starts, a seed is
shown that slowly grows into a
plant. This helps resist the urge
of phone usage and block off
time to maximize productivity. In addition, you can create
a room to challenge yourself
and friends to stay focused
together. There’s also an option
to be charged if you use your
phone during a blocked off
time. However, if you check
your phone in this option, the
proceeds go to plant real trees
in rural communities.

Put your phone on
“do not disturb” and
check your phone on
your time, rather whenever a
notification comes in.
Set limits on certain
apps to reduce usage.
I personally set Instagram for one-hour
usage and try to stick to that
every day.

5

Create a habit to cut
off screen time 30-60
minutes before going
to bed. The body creates melatonin, the sleep hormone, that can be suppressed
by blue light. Blue light mimics daylight, keeping the body
awake past bedtime. A way to
avoid this is to invest in blue
light glasses. If you have prescription glasses, blue light
might be already built in.
However, for those who don’t
need glasses, there are several brands, like Pixel Eyewear,
that offer non-prescription blue
light glasses at an affordable
rate.

6

Resist
scrolling
through social media at
events. It’s easy to pick
up the phone when
bored or not talking to anyone.
Instead, take this as an opportunity to learn something new
about someone.

2

Pick up the phone
and have a conversation. Although texting
is convenient, it has
the potential to miscommunicate a message because of the

3

7

Challenge
yourself to a social media

detox fast. I have a friend who
took a year off social media.
She missed it at first but after
a while, found it refreshing to
not hear her phone go off frequently. She used her time to
read more books, spend uninterrupted time with God, and
signed-up for boxing classes.
When she finished her challenge, she downloaded social

media apps, but only uses
them when necessary.

8

Create a habit to
not check your phone
when you first wake
up. Instead, take this time to
journal, read a book, or be in
your thoughts and enjoy the
quietness before the day starts.

I challenge you to try out
these suggestions for yourself.
These are some things that I
actually implement into my
own life and found helpful to
live more in the present.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

#SAUlife

Twitter
Cameron Reel @thereelcameron

Tate VanEgmond

Helen Silvestre

You’re not a real Adventist if you don’t close the hymnal on th last
chorus.

Luis Moreno @realluism
Having a class from 3:30-4:45 os NOT the move I do NOT recommend 0/10 would not attempt to take another class at this time
again.

Mark Galvez @markcgv
My prayers are answered faster when I pray in Spanish.

tate_vanegmond Forever thankful for these
gents #SAUlife

Cassie Munson @_cass_michelle_

Jessica Maravilla

helensss25 SABADO #SAUlife

Niki Huesca

How am I literally so close to finishing school, but I feel further
away than ever??

Steven Roman @StevenwRoman
If you wanna know how I’m doin so far this semester: I just turned in
my first rough draft as my final draft to turnitin.

Alina Sherman @hereforthememz
Have y’all ever tripped down the stairs after taking a test? Happy
Monday.

jamileethh She loved with a fire so intense.
#SAUlife

Congratulations @littlefeetdobigtings !

Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
Kevin is hungry and tired of pasta day.
Yesterday he decided to get Taco Bell
instead. Find him in this issue and join
him next week with a

Dante Dornburg

niki.huesca “The dream is free. The hustle is
sold seperatley.” #SAUlife

Carissa Gibbs

$10 Taco Bell
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!
dante_38 Dante’s Inferno #SAUlife

carissangibbs brown and green: I’m the peanut
butter she’s the pickle. #SAUlife
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HUMOR
William “Bradford” McDonald
Humor Editor

HEY! Where did all
the pizza and drinks
go?!

© 2020 LIAMDROF

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Kids learn better outdoors
Research shows it. You know it from experience. Now, get
the degree that lets you do it better.

Southern advantages
Designed for classroom teachers and outdoor professionals
right here in Chattanooga at Southern Adventist University.
An entire MSEd in three semesters (choose a summer
or winter/fall sequence). Also available: professional
social studies using the outdoors as a learning laboratory.

Winter and Summer cohorts available!

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

CHATTER
SA Announcements
SA SPRING FORMAL: 20’S THEME: Student Association will be hosting the 2020

Today 6
40-55

Spring Formal on February 9th. The formal will be occurring at Howe Farms (7600
Runyan Rd, Georgetown, TN 37336). Please make sure that all outfits follow SAU

Convocation: 11 a.m., Church
Southern Sophomore Success: 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room

Dress Code! Contact Maddy Thomas if you have any questions at maddyt@southern.
edu.
ATTENTION SENIORS! If you are a graduating senior and took senior portraits last

Friday 7
Saturday 8
35-49

Adoration, 9 a.m., Collegedale Church
Renewal: BCU Worship, Andre Campbell,
11:45 a.m., Church
Connect, 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Academy
Connections Café, 1:30 p.m., Church
Evensong: Oakwood Aeolians, 6 p.m., Church
Studio 4109 LIVE, 8 p.m., Iles P.E. Center
Center

Sunset: 6:08 p.m.
Southern Sophomore Success, 12 p.m.
,Presidential Banquet Room
Vespers: African American Heritage, 7:30
p.m., Church, Andre Campbell

Sunday 9

Monday 10
51-59

Guest Pianist: 4 p.m., Ackerman, Derek
Parsons and Peter Cooper
Guest Pianist: 6:30 p.m., Ackerman,
Derek Parsons
E.A. Anderson Lecture Series, 7 p.m.,
Brock

Wednesday 12
40-54

semester, please come to the SA office to pick up your proofs! We need you to come
pick these up as soon as possible! If you have any questions, please contact Autumn
41-52

SA TALENT SHOW: Start thinking about what you can perform for the show!
Online submissions are due by February 20, 2020! Contact Maddy Thomas if you
have any questions at maddyt@southern.edu.

Weekly Birthdays
39-58

Caving Trip: All Day
SA Spring Formal: 6 p.m., Howe Farms

Tuesday 11
Guest Pianist: 7:30 p.m., Ackerman,
Derek Parsons

Dunzweiler (adunzweiler@southern.edu).

50-63

TODAY

Chloe Khan

Heather Morris

Brittny Desvarieux

Sydney Litchfield

Kevin Nathanael

Justin Flick

Joseph McCottry

Jaehyun Park

Luke Hickman

Melanie Ramirez

Brianna Perdomo

Karissa John

Laura Strothman

Quinn Pikkert

Kalebh Munoz

Tahliah Thomas

Stephanie Siliezar

Cody Ogan

Sunday | 9

Tuesday | 11

Jaelle Olmedo

Trina Giltamag

Augusto Araujo

Abi Sigarlaki

Glendy Gutierrez

Jasmine Ramirez

Friday | 7

Jonathan Lima

Ximena Ramirez-

Jordan Quijano

Madison O’Neal

Guarnizo

Henry Raranta

Sakari Tallmadge

Wednesday | 12

Hosea Whitt

Monday | 10

Daniel Capo

Saturday |8

Yosemy Chavez

Sean Ives

Abby Choi

Kaiya Lane

EstherKim

Chey Cookenmaster

Roger Lantigua

Christine Magnuson

Karen Guerrero

Lori Mitchell

Kiana Oliver

News | 3

Opinion | 6

Religion | 6

Lifestyle | 7

SA Candidates
Platforms

Sharring thoughts on
feminism

Letting God write your
love story

Dating or not, things to do
on valetines.

February 13, 2020
Collegedale, Tennessee

Southern Accent
The student voice since 1926

SMARRT Fund provides opportunity for students to
manage $500,000 endowment fund

Vol. 75
Issue 14

Parents Weekend: What You
Need to Know
Cheyenne Wilson
Staff Writer

The SMARRT Fund Team
Photo by Danielle Laurent

Elise Deschamps
Lead Reporter

Fund team also will have
the opportunity to receive a
Bloomberg Certification.
While the money is still held
by the university, the SMARRT
Fund student committee will
get to decide how it is invested
with the help of faculty advisors.
The money is 1% of a recent
assets sale by the university,
according to finance professor

The Student Managed Asset
Risk and Return Training Fund
(SMARRT Fund), officialized
in October of 2019, will give
Southern students an opportunity to help manage and invest
a half million dollar endowment
from the university. Students
who are a part of the SMARRT

Project Refresh works to
bridge gaps in the
Adventist church
Madi Reinschmidt
Staff Writer

Project Refresh, the Carolina
Conference asked Southern
to be a sponsor.
Isaac James, Southern’s director of Marketing and University
Relations, said he likes the initiative and wants to see Southern’s logo beside this content
so more young people may be
attracted to the project.
“Project Refresh answers hard
questions that will help college
students be more prepared for
life, both academically and for
their careers, but also spiritually--the power for their minds
and souls,” said James, referring
to Southern’s motto.
Rachel Beaver, a December
2019 public relations graduate, interned with Project
Refresh for the past two summers. Beaver says Refresh’s
goal is to encourage healthy
conversation.
“We [Project Refresh] want
to show that we’re listening.
The big issues are being talked
about and not just swept under
the rug, like so many younger
people believe that church higher-ups do,” Beaver said.

Southern’s Marketing and
University Relations has recently
decided to sponsor Project
Refresh, an initiative created by
the Carolina Conference of Seventh-day Adventist in 2018 that
produces online content for
young adults in the Seventh-day
Adventist church. This project
was created by Rebecca Carpenter, the Carolina Conference’s
director of communications, to
connect generations within the
Adventist church.
Carpenter came up with the
idea to make content for young
people, specifically from the
ages of 18-35, because she saw
how many are uninvolved or
even leaving the church.
Project Refresh includes a
variety of content, such as
“The Loop” vlogs that include
how-to’s on adulting, a podcast
called “Echo” that discusses difficult topics within the church,
and “Tiny Chair Talks,” which
addresses subjects that no one
is readily willing to discuss. In
order to continue the work of

ECHO is a podcast where panelists
share their personal perspectives
about God, spirituality, and the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Real. Honest.
Refreshing. Adventist.

This video series will chronicle what
happens when a person experiments
with positive life choices. “What if I
extend my prayer time?” or “What if I
put off procrastinating?” etc.

The Loop is a vlog about “adulting,” with
how-tos that take the mystery out of
tasks such as buying a car, dealing with
insurance, creating a budget, etc.

in
partnership
with

theprojectrefresh.org
a ministry of the Carolina Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

ReFresh campaign poster. Provided by Marketing Department
See ReFresh on page 2

Dennis Steele, one of the faculty
advisors for the fund.
Steele said being a part of the
team would involve economic
analysis, understanding how
both local and global economies work and knowing how
what is happening economically
around the world affects certain
financial sectors.
Prospective members also

have access to the Bloomberg
Terminal, a market analytics database that usually has
a $24,000 annual access fee.
Through this, students can
choose to take the Bloomberg
Market Concept course that
teaches them how to utilize
the database and receive a
Bloomberg Certification.
See SMARRT on page 2

According to administration
assistant for student development, Teri Reutebuch, Southern
is expecting to host 200-250
family members for its biennial Parents Weekend, giving
students’ parents the opportunity to experience campus
with their children from Feb. 14
through 16.
Once parents register at
Talge or Thatcher Hall, they can
attend classes, vespers and a
mission expo with their children
on Friday. Families can also walk
the campus trails, visit the Student Park Cave, watch the Rees
Series Basketball Finals or listen
to a concert on Saturday. The
last event will be on Sunday in
the dining hall where families
can attend Christian comedian
Kerri Pomarolli’s performance
“[Parents Weekend] is an
opportunity for students to
invite their parents to see what
they do on a day-to-day basis,
meet their friends, professors,
and bosses,” said Kari Shultz,
director of student life and
See PARENTS WEEKEND on page 2

Southern senior to present cuban
research at national conference

Suny Gomez. Photo Courtesy of Suny Gomez

Young Gerzom. Photo Courtesy of Suny Gomez

Kelly Gustrowsky
Staff Writer
On Feb. 22, senior Spanish
major Suny Cárdenas-Gómez
will present at the national conference of the National Association of African American
Studies, or NAAAS, in Houston,
Texas. The NAAAS is a body of
scholars who study many different cultures and bring their
research together.

My grandfather was 15 or 16
when the revolutionary government came into
place in Cuba;
now he’s almost
80. The stories
that we don’t
gather now are
lost forever.
At the conference, Cárdenas-Gómez will present her
senior project titled, “Family
Violence and Change: a Diologic
Analysis of Gerzom Gomez’s
Memoir.”
Her
grandfather
authored the memoir, which
details his life in Cuba before the

country’s revolutionary war. The
core of the project compared
his memoir and the writings of
other authors on a similar topic.
“Once my grandfather told
the family that he had finished
his memoir, I thought I might
as well take this opportunity to
learn more about my history,”
Cárdenas-Gómez said.
Although Gómez’s memoir
covers his entire life, Cárdenas-Gómez focused on her
grandfather’s childhood in a
poor rural community in western Cuba before the Cuban Revolution.
According to Cárdenas-Gómez, she was not expecting
the invitation to speak at the
NAAAS conference. Originally,
she presented a condensed
version at the School of Journalism and Communication’s
Research Showcase. Afterward,
she was approached by Victoria Joiner, associate professor
in the School of Journalism and
Communication, about submitting her research to the NAAAS.
Cárdenas-Gómez sent the conference an abstract of her work,
and they accepted it.
“It’s kind of unreal still,”

Cárdenas-Gómez said.
After
graduating,
Cárdenas-Gómez wants to attend
graduate
school,
studying
either art history or Latin American studies. While research
will not be her main career
focus, she intends to stay in the
research community within Hispanic culture.
“I hope this is the beginning
of something I’ll get to do periodically throughout my career,”
Cárdenas-Gómez said. “The history of the Cuban Revolution
is sort of an emerging topic
because Cuba is more connected to the world now than it
has been in the past.”
According to Cárdenas-Gómez, many stories from Cuba
have been hidden for decades
due to isolation. Research is
important for continuing to find
and document these stories
from Cuba before those who
lived them are gone.
“[My grandfather] was 15
or 16 when the revolutionary
government came into place
in Cuba; now he’s almost 80,”
Cárdenas-Gómez said. “The stories that we don’t gather now
are lost forever.”

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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SMARRT

continued from page 1
“We run the fund like a financial organization,” Steele said.
“The current student team is
working on doing the analysis
necessary to determine what
sectors of the market they
want to invest in.
“Four percent of the return
from the investments are used
for scholarships and financing
students at Southern.”
The rest of the money is
used to continue operating
the SMARRT fund.
“The emphasis is on training,” said finance Braam Oberholster, finance professor and
another faculty advisor for the
fund. “Yes, we have to make
decisions and do the analysis,
but students need to learn how
to actually analyze the market. Then, those who are more
advanced will be able to train
incoming members.”
No academic credit is provided, but Steele emphasizes
other benefits from joining the
SMARRT Fund team.
“You have something very
interesting to share about, and
it is something practical. You
can say, ‘Hey I helped manage
a half million dollars, and I did
these reports and analysis.’ It
looks good on a resume for
future internships and jobs.”
Currently, there are only
six students on the team,
many of whom are seniors
graduating this spring.
“We are just starting now with
recruiting of analysts,” Oberholster said. “The idea is that we
will be able to bring people in as
analysts from across the whole
campus because we need that
diversity of insight. We need
to recognize that business is
something that touches every
dimension of our lives.”

REFRESH

continued from page 1
Beaver encourages Southern students to get involved
with Project Refresh by making
their own “What if?” vlog. The
Carolina Conference wants students to try a positive life experiment, film it and send the raw
footage. “What if I went vegan
for a week?” or “What if I made
a point to be nice to someone
that hates me?” are just a few
ideas given by Beaver.

Young people
want to feel like
they're being heard
by their church
leaders. Project
Refresh wants to
tell those young
people, ‘Hey, we're
listening.
Overall, Beaver said that
the main goal of Project
Refresh is to bridge the gap
between the generations in the
Adventist church.
“Young people want to feel
like they're being heard by their
church leaders. Project Refresh
wants to tell those young people, ‘Hey, we're listening.’”
[For more information or to
see Project Refresh’s content, visit
https://www.theprojectrefresh.org]

Communication students take their
skills to El Salvador

continued from page 1

The group of SJC students going to El Salvador. Photo courtesy of Natalia Lopez-Thismon

Sam Oliveira
Staff Writer
Eight students from the the
School of Journalism and Communication (SJC) will embark on
a mission trip to El Salvador this
spring break that is completely
different from the traditional
mission trips that most students
are accustomed to. Rather than
focusing on the medical field, it
emphasizes to communication

It’s been a dream
of mine for a
while, now -- since
I started teaching
-- that I wanted to
be able to make
an opportunity for
our students to
use their talents in
the mission field,
skills, according to SJC professor
Natalia Lopez-Thismon.
“It’s been a dream of mine
for a while now, since I started
teaching, that I wanted to be
able to make an opportunity for
our students to use their talents
in the mission field,” Lopez-Thismon said.
This is the first time that a

mission trip like this has been
offered at Southern, according
to the uQuest missions office.
Communication students that
have skills in production, writing
and other forms of media will
be able to utilize their talents
on this trip. SJC students will be
working with Adventist Disaster
and Relief Agency (ADRA) Connections and ADRA El Salvador.
“I just reached out to
my friend Adam Wamack, who
is now the ADRA connections
director. I talked to him a little
bit about the idea… And so we
are only their second media
trip,” Lopez-Thismon said.
Josué Vega, a sophomore
mass
communication-media
production major, is one of the
students going on the trip. He
recalled hearing about it when a
representative from the uQuest
missions office stopped by one
of his classes and talked about
the new opportunity for SJC students.
“It really piqued my interest, especially since we’d get to
use the skills that we’ve been
learning in our department on
the mission field…and not just

going out there and using skills
that I’m not trained for. So, that
really appealed to me,” Vega
said.

It really piqued
my interest, especially since we’d
get to use the
skills that we’ve
been learning in
our department on
the mission field…
and not just going
out there and
using skills that
I’m not trained
for, so that really
While some students will
focus more on editing and writing, others will focus more on
photography and videography.
All in all, the students will be
creating content to help bring
more awareness to ADRA El Salvador.
“I think any opportunity that
we have to help those in need is
a calling from God,” Vega said.

activities.
Parents Weekend may prove
to be a difficult arrangement for
parents that live far away.
“My family lives in California,
so they probably won’t come
to it. But I think it’s an interesting idea,” said Brenna Potter, a
graphic design senior. “If they
were close, I would have them
come because I think it would
be funny to watch them see
what I do [every day]. ”
According to Shultz, Parents
Weekend is currently scheduled
to happen every even-year. She
believes events like these allow
parents to feel more comfortable on campus.
“I just want parents to come
and enjoy time with their students,” Shultz said.

Corrections and
Clarifications
The Southern Accent takes
com plaints about inaccu racy seriously. To fix errors
of misinformation the Accent
will publish, with some limited exceptions, corrections
or clarifications below. To
report any mistakes email us
at accent@southern.edu or
reach us through our social
media accounts.
Vol. 75. Issue 13. A photo
caption in the Feb. 6 issue of the
Accent contained the incorrect
first name for a student featured in the story. The correct
name is Kenneth Bautista.

Southern Adventist University identifies student
found deceased in off-campus housing

Medical personel arrive on scene. Photo by Joel Guerra

Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
A resident living in off-campus, Southern Adventist University-owned housing was found
deceased in the bottom floor
apartment of the house at 4679
University Dr. on the night of
Feb. 6, according to a statement
from Collegedale police spokeswoman Bridgett Raper.
She also wrote that no foul
play is suspected.
On Friday, Feb. 7, Southern
confirmed by email that the
resident was student Chris

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

PARENTS
WEEKEND

Whittington, a religious studies
major.
The email reads as follows:
Dear Campus Family,
It is with heavy hearts that we
announce the recent passing of
Chris Whittington, a religious
studies major.
“Chris came to Southern with
the goal of gaining an education
that would enable him to better
help people as well as share the
gospel more effectively,” said
Alan Parker, religion professor.
“He will be remembered for

his deep love for animals and
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his passionate desire t o s e r v e
others.”
Counseling for students is
available in the Chaplain’s office
and the Student Success Center
in Lynn Wood Hall, 3rd floor.
Call 423.236.2782 to set up an
appointment or stop by their
office.
In this time of grief, we look
forward to Jesus’ soon return
and rely on the promises of
God. “He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no
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more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.” —Revelation 21:4
Police were called to the
scene at around 5:10 p.m. for
a wellness check when officers
discovered the body.
Several police officers and
campus safety as well as Vice
President for Student Development Dennis Negron were on
the scene until around 9:10 p.m.
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LuisPresident
Moreno
For
most
students,
Southern is “home.” We
spend a significant portion
of the year on this campus, and everything that
happens here affects us.
Therefore, it is only fair
that students have a voice;
a way to integrate the
student body in shaping
policy. My goal is to make
structural changes on this
campus that allow me
to address the problems
that students are facing,
giving students a say in
campus policy
The first of these
changes is in collaboration
with the Christian Service
Program, creating a way
for community service to
count as cultural credit.
This addresses the student
need for more cultural

credit prospects, while giving students an opportunity to serve.
The second change
would be funding for small
clubs. This gives students
the power to work on
projects that benefit them
and gives small clubs the
chance to grow.
The third change would
be partnering with the
food pantry. This raises
awareness for services
that are available to students, while making the
services more efficient
so that they can better
serve students.
As president, I would
also like to join forces with
the student counseling
department. Anxiety and
depression are problems
that students battle with.

Marcus Abejar

“Cultural Liason”
I plan on implementing
an entirely new SA position for next year’s cabinet: Our “Cultural Liason”
position. The purpose
of this new position is to
assist in bridging the gap
between cultural issues
happening in our student
body and the administration itself. Working closely
with both of the diversity advisors to President
Dave Smith, this new Student Association Officer
will be the go-to person
when cultural issues arise
on this campus.
Secondly,
they
will
also work closely with
the diversity advisors
and myself to create an
updated cultural sensitivity training program
to educate staff mem-

The counseling services
have been a great resource
in combating this, but this
service has not been able
to operate at full capability. Partnering with them
ensures that students continue to get better help.
I want to reach out to the
Collegedale government
to put lights on the greenway. Making the less-lit
areas brighter helps students feel more secure.
Mentorship has been
important to me in my life.
It would be an asset to
have a program that grows
alumni mentorship and
gives students the chance
to make connections and
develop skills that will be
useful to them after they
graduate. The School of
Visual Arts and Design

Here
at
Southern
Adventist University, I
have learned so many
things and have made
so many memories that
will stay with me forever.
After being here for the
past three years, I have
decided it is time to give
back to Southern by running for SA Executive
Vice President.
My
qualifications
include Resident Assistant in Talge Hall, Student Mentor for the First
Year Experience, Student
Ambassador
working
with the Campus Experience Manager, Engage
Ministries with leading

bers on culturally sensitive issues. Thirdly, they
will create more cultural
credit opportunities on
this campus. Lastly, they
will work with the major
cultural clubs on this campus in order to give them
a stronger voice.
“Dorm Reform”
A complete overhaul
of the leave system is
necessary. We need to
loosen the reins on our
students in order to
help them grow into the
strong Christian women
and men they are capable of becoming, while
also providing the necessary support to the deans
and the office managers in order to make this
change a reality.
Leave Requests should
be instantly approved

and the School of Journalism and Communication
have “The Roundtable”
event every year where
the alumni from their
departments come and do
three-days workshops and
mentoring. Using this as a
template, I think it is something that each department can implement to
fit its students.
More than addressing
problems, I want to cultivate the creative energy
of the students. I would be
lying if I said I had all the
solutions or ideas, but I
want to create an environment where students feel
heard, an environment
where student suggestions are acted upon.

when older students
(who have not had previous issues) sign out
with ample notice. I also
plan on addressing the
inequalities
between
the girls dorm and
the boys dorm.
“Administrators
= Students”
As SA president, I plan
to highlight staff members through social media
campaigns and, working
closely with the Accent,
create articles that show
the hard work that staff
members do for us.
423 v2
While I will be giving
the vendors the attention they deserve, 423 will
shift gears and become
a more music-focused
event. I plan on changing
the venue to Cambridge

Square, and to highlight
students’ musical talents in a way that has
not traditionally been
done before.
Fostering a sense of
family
Lastly, from all my years
on SA, I have learned that
the best teams are the
ones that can foster a
sense of family, so strong
that it is felt by people
not on SA.
I plan on building a
team that will be a family.
A family that will open its
arms and accept everyone and anyone, and
whose mission will be to
serve you, the students.
With God’s help, we will
create a stronger, closer
Christian
movement
of equality.

Sheryl Kambuni
President

worship, and Chair of the
Finance Committee as a
Student Association Senator. The people who’ve
supported me and these
experiences have shaped
and formed me into the
person I am today.
If elected as your next
SA Executive Vice President, I will serve the Student Body to the best of
my ability by implementing the following actions:
1. Creating a better
way to communicate
between administration
and students.
2. Showcasing fellow
student’s ideas to be
implemented on cam-

pus through Senate.
3.
Finding
more
resources and creating
opportunities to enable
students to secure a job
after graduation.
Everyone plans their
steps, but few ever know
where it will actually
take them. Luke 5:11
says, “And as soon as
they landed, they left
everything and followed
Jesus.” I plan to follow
what God has in store for
my life, because I trust,
and have trusted, where
God will take me.
I hope to serve you
as your next Executive
Vice President to help

students bring forth
their ideas and to not be
afraid to help make this
campus a better place,
whether it be for academics, SA events, or
even networking opportunities. I ask that you
vote Marcus Abejar Student Association Executive Vice President for
2020-2021.

Executive VP

My name is Nadine
Peteros and I am running for Student Association Social Vice President.
For many years, I have
seen and experienced
the impact that strong
student leaders can
make. I have always felt
impressed by God to do
what I can to help people, even with a simple
smile. When God gives us
a calling and an opportunity, you should run with
it wholeheartedly.
I feel God has prepared me for a position
of influence such as this.
In highschool, I served
my student body as

class president for two
years, as well as SA treasurer. Currently, I serve
as Asian Club Vice president, SA senator and
Vice President of marketing for ENACTUS.
Through these opportunities of leadership, I
have developed a love
and true passion for
planning and organizing events that I know
will bring joy to those
attending. I believe I am
now qualified to serve
Southern’s students and
campus.
In 1 Peter 4:10, we are
called to use our Godgiven abilities and talents to serve Him. And

as Social Vice President, I
believe I can use my skills
to create an environment
on Southern’s campus
that fosters community
within the student body
and one that leaves you
with a smile.
Some ideas I have for
next year’s SA events are:
a lawn welcome back
party, a music festival by
the Goliath Wall, a WIPEOUT competition, and a
Minute-to-Win-It night.
I hope to work hand-inhand with Southern students to work together
to cultivate fun and put
those visions into reality
the best way the SA team
can.

Student leadership is
a constant journey of
adapting and learning.
However, I look forward
to putting my whole
heart and all my effort
into each event.
Paul reminds us in
Colossians 3:23-24 that
in WHATEVER we do,
we must work heartily
for the Lord. With God’s
help, hard work and my
experience and current
skills, I know I am fit for
this position, and I look
forward to serving my
Southern family as social
vice president to create a
fun and memorable year.

Nadine Peteros
Social VP

4 | Thursday, February 13, 2020

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

NEWS

Roaring Twenties
Winter Banquet

Matthew Wawo, Aaron Ortega, Will Pires, Andrew Hansbury, Mark Dyckman
performing life music. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Kenneth Bautista and Lauren Lapham stand together on the balcony overlooking the
banquet. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Fire dancer performs during the main course of the banquet.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Russel McCurdy and Michelle Hebard dance to music during banquet.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Julia Fisher and Zachariah Reich pose infront of a 1964 Rolls-Royce car model
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Samantha White and Daniel Venegas. Venegas proposed to White during banquet.
Photo by Xander Ordinola
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SPORTS
Blue Devils, Tigers and Bears
(Oh My!): An overview of the
NCAA basketball season
David Runnels II
Contributor
The NCAA basketball season
is hitting high gear and we’re
quickly approaching March
Madness, so let’s look at some
of the highlights of the season.
The Baylor Bears have been
on a tear this season, dominating teams all across the league.
Led by guards Jared Butler
and Macio Teague, they have
earned a perfect 10-0 record in
the Big 12 conference matchups, and a 21-1 record overall.
Altogether, Baylor has been
amazing to watch so far, and
are looking to be serious
National Championship contenders.
The season has also seen its
share of exciting rivalry games,
two of which were played this
past Saturday night. SEC rivals
Auburn Tigers and LSU Tigers
(ranked 11 and 18 respectively) played a great game that
ended up going into overtime.
Auburn came out with the
victory after a clutch floater by
J’Von McCormick with 0.1 seconds left.
Basketball
powerhouses
North Carolina Tar Heels and
the Duke Blue Devils played
an intense close game on Sat-

urday night, with the Blue
Devils coming out on top. The
Tar Heels, although struggling
at times throughout the season, found themselves with a
13-point lead with four and a
half minutes left.
However, the 7th ranked
Duke came roaring back, sending the game into overtime
off a jumper by Tre Jones after
an intentionally missed free
throw, and winning in overtime

off a rebound and putback by
freshman Wendell Moore Jr.
As we can see from this weekend, the comebacks and heartbreaks have already begun,
which means that March Madness has the potential to be
wilder than ever before.

Intramurals
basketball playoffs
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
The basketball regular season for Southern’s Intramurals
is over.
It was a tight race for the
top seed in Men’s A League.
Redemption, Air Monarchs
and Pocket Change all had
the same record of 6-2. It will
definitely be interesting to see
who will be able to win in the
playoffs.
In Ladies A League, Chicken
Noodle Hoops finished their
season with only one loss.
As clear favorites to win the
championship, will they be
able to handle the pressure,
or will there be a big upset?
Men’s B league is loaded with
12 teams making up two separate divisions. On top for the
East are
the Young Bloods

Oladipo acquired,
injured, returned
Xavier Snyder
Contributor
The play was perfect—Bankers Life Fieldhouse, Indianapolis, Indiana: Victor Oladipo is
playing his first game of the
season after a knee injury that
kept him out for over a year.
The Indiana Pacers are down
by 3 points with 15.3 seconds
to go. Oladipo was only 2/8 on
FGs in about twenty minutes in
that game, but he was determined to make a difference. On
the inbound, Oladipo received
the pass and stood outside
the three point line for about
five seconds before shooting
it over Chandler Hutchison for
the game tying triple—in true
Oladipo fashion. He even credited his game winning shot to
the Mamba Mentality of the
great Kobe Bryant, who had
passed away a few days before
this game. But was that superstar shot a symbol of Oladipo’s
return? Recent games and statistics say maybe not yet.
Since the OT win by the Pacers that was fueled by a deep
Oladipo three, there has not
been much of a revival in the
Indiana franchise. In his first
five games back, Oladipo’s
stats were less than impressive: 10.6 PPG, 28.1 FG%, and
a 23.8 minutes per game
average that would make a
G-leaguer ecstatic. Yet somehow, Oladipo’s performance
seems to have had an effect
on the team as a whole—prior
to the star’s return, the Pacers won seven of their last 10
games; as of Feb. 9th, the Pacers have gone 1-5 since his
return. Once again, the question remains: when will Oladipo really make his return?
This situation is one that is
all too familiar to the Pacers:

all star acquired, playoff run,
season ending injury—rinse
and repeat, most notably
with Danny Granger and Paul
George. Each time, the Pacers
learned to play as a team without their star players, which
has been a recurring scenario.
Keeping this in mind, it can be
helpful to look at the recent
past of the Indiana Pacers and
use it to keep realistic expectations.
When Paul George returned
to the Pacers at the end of the
2014-15 season, he had little
to no impact on the team’s status—he averaged 8.8 points
per game over six games. The
next season, however, George
returned and played basketball at a prime level, boosting
his team’s overall status along
the way. This is the truth about
basketball players, including
both George and Oladipo: basketball players (with the exception of Brian Scalabrine) are
entirely human.
The answer to the aforementioned question is one that
nobody likes to hear. Oladipo will be elite again eventually—but the timeframe is
indefinite. In the meantime,
fans will just have to trust that
history really does repeat itself
and give Oladipo the well-deserved trust that he will come
back and play at a high level
once again. As it happened to
the Pacers before, it will happen again: superstar acquired,
superstar injured, superstar
returns—and let’s just hope
the Pacers skip the “superstar
traded” stage.

February 21, 2020

with a perfect record of 8-0.
Matching that record, Old
School has taken first seed in
the West. With 12 teams there
is plenty of basketball left to
be played in Men’s B league.
In the Women’s B league, it’s
anyone’s guess. Two teams are
tied for first with a 7-1 record;
Southern Breeze and Dream
Team. Following close behind
with 6 wins and two losses are
Fresh Meat. Even the Migas
have a respectable record of
5-3. It’s going to be a battle
in Lady’s B league this year
for sure. Men’s C league looks
to be interesting as well with
City of Brotherly Dubs coming out on top and Woj Bombs
and Lavar’s Children not far
behind.
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OPINION
Sharing thoughts on femenism
Why feminism should be
Incorporated in a lifestyle

A bigger umbrella for
equality

Julia Wright
Contributor

Taylor Dean
Contributor

Feminism has been a hot
button topic for decades. But
now, more than ever, millions
of people from all around
the world are supporting this
movement. However, there are
still those that look down upon
feminists, calling them radical
and man-hating. To them, I say,
“Stop being daft and get educated.”
Feminism is a historical,
political and social movement
of women who spoke for economic, social, political, and personal equality between sexes.
Only because of feminism,
women can vote, go outside
unaccompanied by men, go
shopping and to cafes without
a convoy of men trailing behind
them, study at schools and universities, wear whatever they
want and work wherever they
want. The counter argument is
that now that women can do all
these things; why do they want
more?
Modern feminists’ goal is to
fight contemporary challenges.
The problems that women
fought against in the 1920’s
are still shrouded in the same
light. But the focus has shifted
slightly. Nowadays, feminism
is aimed more towards dealing
with issues like street harassment, workplace harassment,
campus sexual assault, etc. It
shouldn’t be an accomplishment to get home safely, but
for women, it is.
Feminism to every female is
different. Women from every
culture, race, and background
have their own unique take on
what feminism looks like and
for people to blanket the movement because of the misconceptions that the media portrays is discrediting the whole
cause. My fight and my journey

Feminism is a political
movement, and at its core, is
about the equality of men and
women. Feminism itself hasn’t
made it possible for women to
vote, receive fairer work wages
or gain better treatment from
society. Rather, feminism has
paved the way and opened up
an avenue, both physically and
mentally, for members of our
society to make these strides
towards equality and better
treatment for all. However, I
believe that how we treat others, despite their gender, is
value and moral based.
A feministic lifestyle can be
encouraged, but it will not
be implemented unless the
individual’s character and values align with what feminism
stands for. As a woman, obviously, I value what feminism
stands for and hope that our
society will continue to come
together and advocate for better treatment of women.
I especially admire and support the strides that we are
making for better treatment
of women in the workplace
because, as a college student, I’m constantly thinking
about my success in my future
career in the world of sports
journalism, which is a heavily

is my own, as is every woman’s;
and every individual is fighting
for equality in its most basic
form.
Feminism isn’t just a woman’s fight. Men should be compelled to join the cause, too.
Every man has a mother, sister,
or some woman in his life that
is significant. They should think
of those women and their well
being. It is a man’s responsibility to fight sexism too. Each of
them are friends, spouses, or
partners and boyfriends, and
they need to work hard and
be deliberate about creating
equal relationships.
Feminism goes beyond
the realms of politics and policy-making. Jesus spoke to
the governments and politicians of his time and was not
quiet about how he felt. He
befriended women, children,
as well as hurt, broken and outcast people that were not held
to the same standard in society. Jesus redefined the ways
humans related to one another
by receiving cultural outcasts
into his community. (Luke 7:3650). He broke the conventional
boundaries of his culture by
including women as teachers
and disciples. (Luke 10:39).
Paul, one of the earliest followers of Jesus, said it best.
“There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave
or free, there is no longer male
and female for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus.”
Of course, Jesus was not part
of the modern political movement we call feminism, but he
did challenge the patriarchy of
his day and embraced women
as full members of his new
community. Thus, Jesus opened
the door for the modern feminist movement.

RELIGION

Letting God write your love story
Efileni Perez
Contributor
Have you ever thought of what
it would be like to have Jesus
write your love story? During
my high school years, I had the
desire to date, but there were
no guys at my public school who
valued the same things I did.
Looking back, I know that if I
had dated, I would probably be
doing worldly things right now
because, the reality is that, whoever you get into a relationship
with, changes you.
When I was 16 years old, there
was a guy who was pursuing
me. However, I knew that I could
not date him. His values and
his beliefs were different from
mine. I literally had to get on
my knees every day to pray and
ask God for strength; because
I wanted to date this guy, but I
knew it was going to change me
and perhaps make me lose sight
of Jesus.
Don’t rush just because
the person is hot or cute.
Most importantly, don’t
get into a relationship with
someone who will pull you
away from Jesus.
I remember crying to God
and asking him why I had to
go through this. Sometimes I

would take my Bible out and
read 2 Corinthians 6:14, where
it says to not “be yoked together
with unbelievers.”
I don’t know where you are
in life; maybe you are single,
dating or courting, or perhaps
even married. But, if you are
single, I encourage you to make
the most of your singleness by
growing in your relationship
with Jesus. Afterall, if we can’t
hold a relationship with Jesus,
what makes us think we can
hold a relationship with another
person?
Singleness is a time to grow
in every area; whether that be
spiritually, physically or emotionally.
s the best for His children, and
His timing is better than ours.
I know it’s not easy to trust at
times, but I’ve seen that when
I grow in my relationship with
Jesus, I realize that He wants my
best, and I begin to trust him
more.
Today, I want to remind you
of what Romans 8:28 says. “All
things work together for good
to them that love God.”
To all my single people, allow
me to tell you the following:
don’t get into a relationship just

because your friends are in a
relationship or out of loneliness. Don’t rush just because
the person is hot or cute. Most
importantly, don’t get into a
relationship with someone who
will pull you away from Jesus.
Ask God for guidance and if
you have to. Let Bible verses
encourage you to trust that
God has a plan, and remember that His plans are far better
than yours. Keep on growing in
Jesus, keep trusting, and take it
one day at a time.
I hope and pray we allow God
to take the pen and let him write
our stories. I hope and pray
that because you decided to
trust God today and His timing
for the many things in your life,
one day others may be inspired
by your story and testimony.
Remember, everything works
for the good of God’s children.

male-dominated field.
However, my view on advocacy is wider. I don’t think feminism alone should be incorporated into a lifestyle. If you want
to fight for equality for one, you
need to fight for equality for all.
Rather than living a “feministic” lifestyle, we need to live an
“equality for all” lifestyle. This
includes not just women, but
minorities, the LGBTQ community, the religiously oppressed,
and every other group that
faces inequalities in our society.
Feminism challenges one to
look deeper into society and
consider making commitments
to change in regards to women’s rights. But it shouldn’t stop
there. We should be living a life
that challenges us to investigate all aspects of social injustices. All social injustices need
people to fight to end them,
whether that be fighting for the
rights and equality of women,
immigrants, people of color, the
LGBTQ community, etc.
So, live a life of selflessness.
Regardless of who the group
is, if someone needs a voice or
needs someone to stand in support of them, be that advocate.
Live a life catered to “equality
for all.”
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LIFESTYLE

Valentine-day: ideas for couples, singles,
and friends
Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor
Valentine’s day is tomorrow. Skip the roses and chocolate (unless of course you or
your significant loves receiving
those) and try something different. Haven’t had a chance to
think of what to do this weekend? Check out these ideas:

For the singles:
1. Take yourself on a date.
Explore a new restaurant or
check out an event that’s going
on this weekend.
2. Celebrate Valentine’s Day
the day after. Head over to the
local grocery store and purchase discounted candy at 75%
off.
3. For the traveler: take an
overnight/weekend
trip
to
Atlanta or Nashville and explore
the city.
4. For the artist: check out
the Hunter Museum’s current
collection

For the couples:
1. Feeling adventurous? Take
a drive downtown, rent some
bikes and explore the sights.
Check out a restaurant you two
haven’t eaten at before. Another
option could be to map out various restaurants in the area and
visit each one.
Here is a list of restaurants to
try out:
-Tony’s Pasta Shop & Trattoria
-Conga Latin Food
-Hummingbird Pastaria
-Tupelo Honey
2. Did you know that downtown Chattanooga has a free
electric shuttle service? Take
it around and explore the city
together without the hassle
of driving from one place to
another.
3. Take a day-trip and spend
the day in Atlanta, Knoxville or
Nashville.

With the bros:
1. Check out the Coin-Op
Arcade. It’s a video arcade
located in downtown Chattanooga. Inside, there are
a number of arcade games,
including pinball and PAC Man.
Gather some bros together and
spend some competitive time
together.
2. Take a trip to Atlanta and
hit the tee at Topgolf.
3. See what concerts are
performing this weekend, get
some bros together and sing at
the top of your lungs.

With the girl friends:
1. Create a charcuterie board.
There are plenty of ideas on
Pinterest and the board provides a variety of different finger foods for everyone to enjoy
including cheeses, fruits, and
nuts. Pair with some Martinelli’s, invite some girl friends over
and spend some quality time
together.
2. If you’ve seen Noah Centineo in the book-turned-Netflixmovie “To All the Boys I Loved
Before,” then you’re probably
excited to watch the sequel
“P.S. I Love You.”
3. Take a spur-of-the-moment
trip and travel to Asheville this
weekend and explore the different attractions, restaurants
and views it has to offer.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

#SAUlife

Twitter

Danny Bonilla

Abigail Martin

Alexandra Dye @adlyley
How very “Adventist Education” of you to use prayer request time
to hint to yout professor that you are slammed with work and need
a break.

Bradley Hutchinson @be_rad_ly
Ayo, Negron being the Joker is the highlight of my entire time at
Southern. #studio4109

Caleb Dinzey @cdromdj
Can I cut off my double chin?
dannywbonilla When life puts you in tough situations, don’t say “Why me” say “Try me”. #SAUlife

Delaney Harris @JustDelaneyThen
To my SAU friends: Just a reminder to thank God today that we go
to a school where the faculty and staff are praying for us.

Ana Valdes

abigail_m224 It’s colder than my soul out
here. #SAUlife

Hannah Sbacchi

Patrick McGraw @saintpatthicc
Twins get to college and decide to room together, call em wombmates.

Rence Arroyo @notrence
If you’re short just don’t use an umbrella, the rain gon help you
grow.

anabvaldes If you know me, you know this chair
screams meeee so loud. #SAUlife

Congratulations @_lusay_ !

Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
It’s time to go buy some things you do
not need. Kevin wants to invite you
in a shopping spree next week with a

Damaris Yoxom

_hannahhmargaret_ This is my resting
coffee face. #SAUlife

Joel Negrillo

$10 Target
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!
damarisxo_ All glory to Him!!! Also this is
why I don’t post a lot anymore! Let’s gooooo!
#SAUlife

joelja_boy Serious face skewed by my underbite.
#SAUlife
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HUMOR
William “Bradford” McDonald
Humor Editor

Must be
nice .

whats with
you?

Something was
in my eye.

© 2020 LIAMDROF

MASTER’S DEGREE IN
COMPUTER SCIENCE
Learn the Technology that Shapes the Future

Areas of study
• Software architecture, engineering
and development
• Network security
• Distributed systems – cloud computing
• Embedded systems – small electronics
in all new technology
• Algorithms

Southern’s Master of Computer
Science degree puts you on the
road to a successful career in a
cutting-edge field.
A built-in advantage
Recent graduates with a bachelor’s degree
gain the equivalent of five years of work
experience—time relativity at its finest.

With careful planning, you can complete a
bachelor’s degree AND a master’s degree
in five years!

Positive outcomes
Position yourself for job growth and
enhancement and straight-forward
access to administrative roles.
Financial rewards
Graduates can expect to earn up to an
additional $12,000 to $20,000 annual salary.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 13
26-58

Convocation: 11 a.m. Iles P.E. Center
SA Elections Speeches
a. President: Luis Moreno and Sheryl Kambuni
b. Executive Vice President: Marcus Abejar
c. Social Vice President: Nadine Peteros
Sigma Tau Delta Induction: 6 p.m.,
Presidential Banquet Room

Saturday 15
Parents Weekend (14-16)
37-50 Adoration: 9 a.m., Church, David Ferguson
Merge Worship: 11:30 a.m., Campus
Renewal: 11:45 a.m., Church, David Ferguson
Connect: 11:45 a.m., Collegedale Academy
Evensong: 6 p.m. Church
Rees Series Finals: 7 p.m., Iles P.E. Center
Pops Concert: 8 p.m., Ackerman Auditorium

Monday 17
56-60

Presidents’ Day (School is in session, banks and
Preview Southern
Last day for 60% tuition refund:
Volleyball Season Begins
E.A. Anderson Lecture Series: 7 p.m., Brock Hall
Archaeology Museum Lecture: Douglas Petrovich, 7 p.m. Lynn Wood Chapel

Wednesday 19
42-53

Honor Choir Festival: (19-22), All Day
SA Senate: 7:30 p.m., White Oak Room

ATTENTION SENIORS: If you are a graduating senior and took senior portraits last
pick these up as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please contact Autumn
Dunzweiler (adunzweiler@southern.edu).

Friday 14

SA TALENT SHOW: Start thinking about what you can perform for the show!
Online submissions are due by February 20, 2020. If you have questions, please

Valentine’s Day
Parents Weekend: (14-16)
Sunset: 6:22 p.m.
Vespers: Student Missions, 7:30 p.m.,
Church
SM Expo: 9 p.m., Church

23-44

contact Maddy Thomas (maddyt@southern.edu). There are prizes for 1st, 2nd, and
3rd place in the amount of $2,000, $1,200, and $800.
SA SMILE INITIATIVE: Come out to the Promenade at 12:00 p.m. on Friday,
February 21st for a surprise from your Student Association team!

Sunday 16
Parents’ Weekend: (14-16)
Parents’ Brunch: Kerri Pomarolli,Tickets
are required! 10 a.m. Dining Hall,

43-57

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY

Tuesday 18
SA Press Conference: Q&A Session, 7 p.m. 50-67
Thatcher Chapel

Johnnathan Ward

Jaime Barboza

D’Rayxa Diaz Vega

Sunday | 16

Eduardo Saldivar

Davy Graham

Jenica Barrett

Nathaniel Simmons

Daniel Mihaescu

Pebbly Erazo

Wednesday | 19

Faith Rodgers

Rebecca Ferreira

Bailey Bryant

Jerson Sical

Charles Lawson

Jordon Hyde

Friday | 14

Victoria Manurung

Rachel Kowski

Mani Cho

Martin Phillips

Yasmin Phillip

John Landis

Elisabeth Sewell

Serena Worth

Paula Macena

Jahlon Smith

Danny Yonkers

Saturday |15

Mariah Tulloch

Madison Becker

Monday | 17

Ciarah Clark

Jackie Reyna

Samir Khalil

Tanya Shelton

Shalom Muyunda

Tuesday | 18

Matthew Nanbu

Jenna Aguila

Nathan Norris

Hormar Barboza
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Southern student
entrepreneurs
pitch business
ideas in Bring It’s
LaunchU event

Campaigning ends, SA elections to be held today

Elise Deschamps
Lead Reporter
On Thursday, Feb. 27, LaunchU will offer Southern students the opportunity to pitch
business ideas to compete for
win cash prizes and a trip to San
Diego. The event will be hosted
by “Bring It,” a student-led business service project sponsored
by Enactus. It will take place in
the Thatcher Chapel from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m., and cultural credit will
be offered.
“First place gets $5,000, second place gets $3,000, and third
place gets $2,000,” according to
Jonathan Zeismer, a senior computer science major and project
manager of Bring It. “First and
second place winners will also
have the opportunity to go to
the finalists pitch competition in
San Diego.
According to Zeismer, there
will be a total of 10 groups
pitching their business ideas.
Some of the projects presented
include a horse riding therapy
business, a web development
See ENACTUS on page 3

The candidates answering questions at the press conference on Tuesday night. Photo by Tierra Hayes

Megan Yoshioka
Lead Reporter
SA elections will take place
today, Feb. 20, via email.
Speeches occurred last week at
Thursday’s convocation.
Due to the reduced number
of presidential candidates this
year, the primary election was
eliminated. SA President Mark
Galvez said a survey link will
be sent to the student body via
email. According to SA officials,
the results will be announced
Thursday, February 20.

The two presidential candidates are Senator Sheryl Kambuni and current SA Executive
Vice President Luis Moreno. SA
Executive Vice President candidate Marcus Abejar and Social
Vice President candidate Nadine
Peteros also gave speeches
despite running unopposed.
Abejar’s policy proposals
include improving communication between administration
and students, implementing
students’ ideas through Student
Senate and creating job oppor-

Carters announce departure from
Southern in the near future

tunities for students through
partnerships.

SA elections will
take place today,
Feb. 20, via a link
sent to students.
Speeches occured
last week at Thursday's convocation.
Peteros’ goals for social
events include organizing a
music festival, a film festival,
and a Wipeout competition.
The policies that Kambuni

proposed during her election
speech include making community service count as culture
credit, building mentorship
programs for students through
alumni relations and addressing mental wellness by improving counseling services.
“I’d love to see a campus
where we can create a community of support—students that
support each other and not
only become more strong and
resilient, but also normalizing
See SA ELECTIONS on page 2

Counseling services to hold
Eating Disorder Awareness Day
Ciarah Clark
Lead Reporter
On Feb. 26, Southern Adventist University will be holding
its first ever Eating Disorder
Awareness Day, according to
university counselor Tiffany
Bartell.
According to the American
Psychiatric Association, eating
disorders are illnesses in which
the people experience severe
disturbances in their eating
behaviors and related thoughts
and emotions.
“Eating disorders often begin
between the ages of 18 to 21

Glenn and Jennifer Carter. Photo by Tierra Hayes

Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
After working at Southern
Adventist University since 2016,
Glenn and Jennifer Carter will
be leaving the school in the
near future.
Glenn, who has simultaneously served as vice president
for Enrollment Management
and associate vice president for
Student Finance, and Jennifer,
director of the Christian Service
Program, are planning to move
to Orlando to provide long-term
support to their loved ones after
a family medical need arose.

I could tell you
stories for days of
how the students
have blessed us
by welcoming us
into their lives. The
biggest message is
"thank you" to the
students.
“God created family for a reason, and God expects us to be
there and to support people in
their time of need,” Glenn said.
“And at this point we feel that we
are being called to step up and

stand in the gap for our family
at a time when it is needed.”
The Carters said that while
they are taking a new path in
life, making the choice to move
has been tough, as Southern
has always felt like home.
“We love Southern, and we
love to engage with the students, and we love the opportunity to help make the Adventist educational system strong,”
Glenn said. “I could tell you
stories for days of how the students have blessed us by welcoming us into their lives. The
biggest message is ‘thank you’
to the students.”
While at Southern, the Carters have taken part in many
organizations including various
cultural clubs and the Merge
worship service.
“This has been amazing,” Jennifer said. “They just make us
feel like we are a part. They have
been amazing to us.”
While they do not currently
have a timeline for their departure from Southern, the Carters
hope to stay at least until the
end of the semester.
In an email to faculty and
staff, President David Smith said
that Southern is currently work-

ing to fill their positions in a way
that allows for a smooth transition between employees.

Our interest is in
making sure the
university flourishes and we're
doing everything
we can as part of
this transition to
make sure that the
university is positioned for success.
“They have been an integral
part of our campus since 2016,
and I am incredibly grateful for
the time and talent they have
dedicated to Southern during
their stay here,” he wrote in the
email.
Making sure that administration had enough time to
find good candidates for their
jobs was a big part of the Carters’ decision to announce their
departure early on.
“Our interest is in making
sure the university flourishes,
and we're doing everything we
can as part of this transition to
make sure that the university is
positioned for success,” Glenn
said.

Two out of every 10 female
university students
have an eating disorder.
years of age, making our student population a demographic
at risk for suffering from these
illnesses,” Bartell said. “Anorexia
Nervosa, an eating disorder,
has the highest mortality rate of
any mental illness. And so our
motivation to increase awareness, early detection and intervention is quite high.”
According to EatingDisorderHope.com,
approximately

twenty percent of female university students and ten percent of male university students
suffer from clinical eating disorders. In addition, American College Health Association reports
that 44 percent of women and
twenty-seven percent of men
enrolled in college are dieting

to lose weight.
A booth for the Eating Disorder Awareness Day will be at the
Student Center from 11 a.m. to
12 p.m. At 12:30 p.m., in the Taylor Circle parking lot in front of
Thatcher Hall will be the main
event: Southern Smash, a nonprofit organization sponsored
by the Alliance for Eating Disorders Awareness.
“One of the exciting parts
of the event includes students
being able to actually ‘smash’
scales to show that they do not
have to let the numbers on a
scale define their value,” Bartell
said.
Bartell hopes the event will
encourage students to take on

One out of every 10 male
university students
ha an eating disorder.
a healthier and more positive
view of their bodies and help
them find necessary resources.
“Referring to foods as ‘bad’
or ‘good’ or even talking about
‘cheat days’ can be triggering
to a person who has an eating
disorder,” Bartell said. “So even
those who feel that they have
healthy relationships with themselves and food can develop the
habit of being healthy in how
they relate to others and especially sensitive to their peers
who might be struggling.”
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Nursing department to offer AS/BS and BSN
programs for both winter and fall semesters

Nursing students in class. Photo by Danielle Laurent.

Aubri Dancek
Staff Writer
The School of Nursing voted
to admit students to both the
AS/BS and BSN programs in
Nov. 2019. This is the first time
the department has offered the
AS/BS (associate to bachelor's
degree) program in the winter
semester. In the past, the AS/
BS program was only offered in
the fall.
If a student has met the
admission requirements set
by the School of Nursing, they
have the option to apply to two
pre-licensure programs: the AS/
BS and the BSN programs. Both

programs can lead to a bachelor’s degree.
Once admitted to the AS nursing program, the clinical nursing
classes take two years. Graduates of the AS program are
prepared to take the National
Council Licensure Examination
(NCLEX).

In the past, the
AS/BSN program
was only offered in
the fall semester.
After AS graduation, the student is encouraged to complete
senior BS classes via campus
(two semesters), online (four
semesters) or through the

Consortium Off-campus RN-BS
completion Program in Chattanooga, to complete the bachelor’s in nursing degree, according to Syliva Mayer, director of
admissions for the School of
Nursing.
One of the differences
between the AS/BS and BSN
programs is the number of
credits you are required to take
each semester. According to
information found on School of
Nursing’s website, the BSN program requires 13-16 credits of
nursing classes throughout its
five-semester program, while
the AS requires 8-10 credits per
semester.

Merge adopts a weekly schedule

“The BSN always starts in
the winter semester, as three
semesters of classwork are
required prior to admission.
Now, in the winter the students
have a choice for either BSN or
AS/BS. This allows students to
choose the program that works
best for them,” Mayer said.
Tracy Tambingon, a nursing
sophomore and international
student from Indonesia, is one
out of the 24 students that were
admitted into the AS/BS program this semester.
“I feel like the AS/BS [program] fits me better. One of the
nursing professors advised me
to take this program because

I'm an international student. If I
were to do the BSN [program],
it would be more of a load;
and I would have to take more
classes in one semester,” Tambingon said.
Sophomore nursing major
Marisa Negron was also admitted into the winter AS/BS program.
"This program is a perfect fit
for me because it opened right
up when I became eligible to be
accepted,” Negron said. “Unlike
the BSN program, the AS/BS
program allowed me to get in
without finishing all my generals, as long as I take them while
I’m in the program.”

SA ELECTION
continued from page 1

seeking help among our peers,”
Kambuni said.
Moreno’s proposals include
implementing a new SA officer
position called the Cultural Liaison, addressing dorm issues
such as washers, dryers, and
the leave system, and improving the relationship between
students and administration.
“From all my years in SA, I’ve

Merge praise team. Photo courtesy of Antole Thelwell

Xavier Quiles
Staff Writer
For the first time, the Merge
worship service is meeting
every single Sabbath. Merge
worship started with a 20 to 30
average attendance and now
totals about 250 attendees
each week.
Pastor Reginald Horton, now
officially the collegiate pastor
for the Collegedale Church, was
influential in starting it all five
years ago.
“I came on in February, about
this time, in 2015,” Horton said.
“Merge came about by a vision,
and that vision was to create an ethnic congregation of
students coming together in a
student-led environment.”
Horton
started
working to make that vision a
reality by talking to other people
with similar ideas and getting
a team together.

“I just started praying and
God gave me the vision,”
Horton said. “... I started talking
to other like-minded people on
the campus to make sure that
I could pass the vision, and
student development gave me
the opportunity to do that.”
Last year, the service merged
with the Collegedale Church,
becoming one of the campus
churches rather than remaining
independent.

Merge came about
by a vision, and that
vision was to
create an ethnic congregation of students
coming together in a
student-led
environment.
Junior fine arts major Donte
Brooks is a regular attendee
of Merge and was recently
baptized by Horton. He says
that Merge highlights the
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diversity on campus.
“I think it [Merge] is good
because it’s showing that our
church is diverse. And I think
it speaks to the community,
like: Who makes the church?
Who makes it [the church] up?”
Brooks said.
Brooks said that Merge
offers an environment that
is comfortable for students
while still challenging them in
how they believe.
“I remember Pastor Horton
introducing me to the elders at
the Merge service to do Bible
studies with.” Brooks said. “
I remember him telling me
something. He said, ‘Alright
man, you’re gonna do this,
but we’re being serious.’ So
that kinda stuck with me. This
is no game. This is gonna be
a change-change, not just
a talk thing.”
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Due to the
reduced number of
presidential candidates this year, the
primary election
was eliminated.
SA President Mark
Galvez said that a
survey link will be
sent to the student
body via email.
According to
SA officials, the
results will be
announced Thursday, Feb. 20.
learned that the best teams are
the ones that can foster a sense
of family,” Moreno said. “In
these times of division, we as a
family need to come together.
As Christians, we need to lift
each other up and value the
parts of us that make us unique
regardless of race, gender,
ethnicity or affiliation. We are
Southern.”
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“I think that both of them
have good ideas for their platforms, and definitely both want
to make change. But I think that
Sheryl’s ideas are more attainable at this point and more
practical,” said junior public
relations major Camryn Clark.
“I also like the focus that she
puts on the individual and on
something that affects everyone. Although leave requests
and dorms are very important
to a lot of people on campus,
there are many students that
don’t live in the dorms. So, that
doesn’t apply to them. But the
mental health part applies to
everyone no matter where they
live or what they do.”
“Both candidates are good for
the student body in different
ways,” said senior psychology
major Delaney Harris. “Sheryl’s
push for a more comfortable
and convenient campus is excellent, and Luis’ drive for major
change in areas of repeated
issue is extremely important.
Both are a good fit for the campus, but I do like Luis’ push for
drastic change. He isn’t afraid of
his voice and what he has to say.
That is admirable and will carry
him far, both in office if he were
elected and out of office.”
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Students open new club to New lifegroup reaches to commmunity
celebrate European culture through art

European Club members from left to right: Giselle Velasquez,
George Zaitsev, Emily David, Alexandra Dye, Rodny Aquino,
Kehiry Castillo. Photo by Autumn Dunzweiler

Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
On Feb. 16, 60 students
signed up for the brand new
European club, led by club president and former ACA student,
Rodny Aquino.
According to Aquino, club
president and business management major, the goal of the
club serves a threefold purpose: a place to learn about
European culture, a connecting
point for returning ACA students and a club for those of
European nationalities.

I spent a year
abroad in Italy and
it was a life changing experience. It
was a lot of personal growth and
self discovery.
Although not of European
descent, Aquino cites his experiences as an ACA student in
Italy as the main reason for
starting the club.
“I spent a year abroad in
Italy, and it was a life-changing experience. It was a lot of
personal growth and self
discovery,” Aquino said. “I just
kind of wanted to share that. I
also wanted to stay connected
[with the other ACA students].”
According
to
admission
records, all 8.8 percent of
Southern’s
international
students are from Europe,
ranging from countries such
as Germany, Portugal, Russia,
Spain, Netherlands, United

Art life group. Photo courtesy of Cindy Rivera

Kingdom and Ukraine.
Modern Languages department office manager Rayna
Robinson claims that over
the last five years, the ACA
program has sent an annual
average of 34 students to
Europe.
Countries
where
students study include Spain,
Italy, France, Germany, Austria,
and the United Kingdom.
Aquino says in the future,
he hopes the club will grow
and possibly hold their own
cultural night.
“Even though I will not be
here to see it, most likely, I
want to see a European night.
I also want to
break this
misunderstanding
that
a
European club is just for white
people. It’s not because there
are a lot of people in Europe.
And there are also different
cultures in Europe,” Aquino
said. “This is to offer just more
inclusion and more awareness
and hopefully enrich students’
life here at Southern.”
Dakota
Bemis,
former
ACA student and current
club member, shares his former experiences for why he
joined the club.
“Since I’ve come back, I
haven’t really found a group that
allows me to talk about what I
experienced over there [studying in Spain]. And I thought this
[European Club] was a great
idea,” Bemis said.
Students can follow the club’s
Instagram page @ecs_sau to
learn more about the events,
times, service opportunities and
information to sign up.

Bailey DuBose
Lead Reporter
The life group called “Creating for Change: How Great Thou
Art” passed out art at Morning
Pointe nursing home last Saturday as a way to give back to
the community, according to
co-leader Hyein Lee.
Co-leaders
Cindy
Rivera
and Lee created the life group
and started meeting on Feb.
1 in Thatcher South’s White
Oak Room.
According to Rivera, the first
Saturday they had around 10
students in attendance and the
next week it nearly doubled
to about 20.
“The main purpose of our life
group is it doesn't really matter what they paint, as long
as they have a verse [from the
Bible included in their art]. I feel
like just [having] a verse gives
it even more meaning and can
draw people closer to God,”
Rivera said.
A typical meeting starts with
prayer and an icebreaker, said
Rivera and Lee. Afterwards,
they have a small worship and

then spend the rest of the hour
painting and creating art.
“This life group is really cool;
I love getting to spend time
really relaxing and painting
something,” said Cameron Trotter, freshman physical therapist
assistant major.

I feel like whenever you look at
a painting, you
completely forget about your
issues.
Rivera and Lee are both nursing majors; and as part of their
electives, they both decided to
take the class Complementary
Interventions, which focuses on
painting and music therapies.
According to Lee, this is where
they got their inspiration for
their life group.
“Often times, we are so
focused on ourselves when we
are in school. But this gave us
an opportunity to serve others
and to use our talents for other
people and for God,” Lee said.
Along with passing out their

art to nursing homes, the leaders have other goals and projects for their group. According
to Rivera and Lee, some of the
projects they hope to do in the
future include a mural, making
and passing out encouraging
cards to students on campus,
painting with children at a pediatric hospital and giving more
of their art to homeless shelters
and hospitals.
“We may not know what the
person in this facility or place
[is] going through. But I feel like
whenever you look at a painting,
you completely forget about
your issues. You completely forget about where you are at that
moment,” Rivera said.
Rivera and Lee picked a quote
from Leo Buscaglia, American author and motivational
speaker, for their group’s motto.
“Your talent is God's gift to
you. What you do with it is your
gift back to God,” Buscaglia said.
“Creating for Change: How
Great Thou Art” meets on Saturdays at 3:30 p.m. in the White
Oak Room located in Thatcher
South. This group is open to all
students.

Provided by ENACTUS

ENACTUS
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Europian Countries represented in Southern. Info-graphic provided by
Sarah Klingbeil

company, a health food vending
machine.
Students will present their
business ideas in front of an
audience and panel of judges.
The judges panel consists of

various individual business
owners.
This will be Bring It’s second
pitch competition. However,
this year’s event is sponsored
by CO.LAB, an Adventist business organization that supports
entrepreneurial growth and
reached out to Southern’s busi-

ness department the summer
of 2019.
CO.LAB is also sponsoring
pitch competitions at Oakwood
University, Walla Walla University and Pacific Union College.
Finalists of each event will have
the chance to go to the Moxie
Event competition in San Diego.
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Rees Basketball
Series Final

Mens A League champions, "Redemption". Photo by Hannah Moyer

Womens A League champions, "Chicken Noodle Hoops". Photos by Hannah Moyer

Alexandra Candamil playing in the final. Photos by Hannah Moyer

David Runnels driving to the basket. Photos by Hannah Moyer

Durrell Hess does his free throw warmup. Photos by Hannah Moyer

Madeleine Bokich puts up a three point shot. Photos by Hannah Moyer
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Astros cheating
scandal far from
over
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
If you thought the Houston Astros cheating scandal
was going to fade away, think
again. After the players and
owner Jim Crane held a press
conference to formally apologize, things have only gotten
worse for the team.
During
the
conference,
players read off seemingly
scripted, insincere apologies
to the media.
Jim Crane followed by saying
he didn’t believe it impacted
the games. An ESPN reporter
challenged
his
reasoning
about a minute later and Crane
denied ever saying that the
cheating did not impact the
games. He regrouped and said
the team was apologizing for
breaking the rules, according
to ESPN.
Several players around the
league have started speaking
up against the players. Most
notably, 2019 NL MVP Cody
Bellinger came out strong
against all involved parties,
including MLB Commissioner
Rob Manfred.
According to ESPN, Bellinger
angrily said, “Those guys were
cheating for three years. I
think what people don’t realize is Altuve stole an MVP from
Judge in 2017. Everyone knows
they stole the ring from us. But
it’s over.”
Speculation on Jose Altuve’s
actions after his walk-off

two run home run that sent
his team to the 2019 World
Series has also resurfaced.
Jose Altuve pleaded with teammates to not rip his jersey off
after rounding the bases. He
then went into the clubhouse,
returning with a new shirt on
for his post-game interview.
Despite no concrete evidence,
many players and fans believe
Altuve did this because he
was wearing an illegal buzzer
under his uniform and did not
want to get caught.
According
to
Bleacher
Report, Yankees catcher Gary
Sanchez said, “I don’t know,
but I can tell you if I hit a home
run to get my team to the
World Series, they can rip off
my pants.”
According to the Athletic,
Mike Trout echoed that sentiment. “You can take my shirt
off… if you hit a homer to send
your team to the World Series
at home, you can do whatever
you want to me.”
Although Manfred stated he
considered stripping the title,
the punishment handed down
is done. Loss of draft picks,
suspensions (and firings) for
higher-ups and a fine were
given out, and that’s going to
be the end of that. But if you
think this scandal won’t carry
over into next season and
directly affect games played by
the Astros, think again.

XFL opens with a bang
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
Fear not football lovers. The
NFL season may be over, but
there is still plenty of action
going on in the football world
thanks to the return of the XFL
(X-treme Football League). The
XFL is not a brand new thing.
In fact, it started back in 2001,
but only lasted for one season.

The XFL is a serious
league that guarantees
excitement with new
ideas to make a game
we all love have more
fast pace action that is
for sure to make any
football fan pleased.
This year in 2020, they have
brought it back with a few
changes. The game being
played is still football, but not
all the rules are the same as
the NFL.
Some notable changes are
the constant running clock,
except after the two-minute

Basketball intramurals wrap up
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
The SAU Basketball Intramural season wrapped up Saturday with each league’s season
coming to a close and crowning a champion. In Ladies A,
Chicken Noodle Hoops took
home the trophy by defeating
Soup-a-Stars 47-26. In Ladies
B, Southern Breeze eked out
a win over Dream Team 14-10.

Over on the Men’s A league,
Redemption walked away victorious over Air Monarchs
by a score of 73-52. Men’s
B league was a bit closer as
Young Bloods topped Old
School 38-35. Finally, in Men’s
C league, Air Ballers topped Silver’s Dollas 38-24.

Power shifts: The
NBA trade deadline
David Runnels II
Contributor
The theme of the 2019 NBA
off-season was balance as
super teams were dismantled and replaced by teams
consisting of superstar duos
surrounded by capable role
players. The danger with this
setup was that any significant
movements could instantly
shake the balance of power.
This made the trade deadline very important for almost
every team in the league.
One of the trades that could
have the most impact on the
playoff landscape is the addition of Marcus Morris to the
Los Angeles Clippers. Ranked
third in the West Conference,
the Clippers trail the leading Los Angeles Lakers by
five games, but have struggled against other above .500
teams various times throughout the season.
In Morris, the Clippers got a
player at his peak. He has averaged a career high 19.6 points
per game (PPG) so far this
season, which could come in
handy for the Clippers during

back-to-back games when
Kawhi Leonard doesn’t play for
load management reasons.
The only valuable piece the
Clippers had to give up to
make the trade happen was
Moe Harkless and a 2020 first
round pick. This trade aims to
help them win the West and
possibly, the NBA Finals.

Another trade
that rocked the
NBA was the long
awaited trade of
Andre Iguodala
Another trade that rocked
the NBA was the long awaited
trade of Andre Iguodala, who
had been sitting out of the
NBA until he was traded from
what he considered to be a
weak Memphis Grizzlies team,
led by rookie Ja Morant, to the
contending Miami Heat, led by
Jimmy Butler.
The Grizzlies sweetened the
deal by adding Jae Crowder

and Solomon
Hill to the
package. The
Heat sent the Grizzlies Justise
Winslow, James Johnson and
Dion Waiters in return. This
strengthens both teams, as the
Heat get a group of defensive
veterans while the Grizzlies get
a young player to add to their
already promising group of
youthful talent.
The struggling Golden State
Warriors also made a trade of
their own. They traded their
newly signed guard, D’Angelo Russell, to the Minnesota
Timberwolves for former first
overall pick Andrew Wiggins.
This trade gives the Warriors a
scoring wing they desperately
need, and it gives the Timberwolves a duo of its own, as the
two players put together average over 50 PPG. It’s amazing
that even after the incredible
off-season movements, the
trade deadline has made the
season even more intriguing.

warning. In the XFL, any pass
behind the line of scrimmage
is considered a lateral. This
opens up the possibility for a
more interesting offense that
allows two or more passes.
Kickoffs start on the 15-yard
line to decrease touchbacks.
Also, both teams must remain
still until the ball has been
caught. Extra points make the
game even more interesting.
No more kicking; the team
must decide to go for 1, 2, or
3 from increasing distances
to the goal line. This is a huge
twist that can make close
games way more exciting.
This season there are
eight teams: the Dallas Renegades, Houston Roughnecks,
Los Angeles Wildcats, New
York Guardians, St. Louis Battle Hawks, Seattle Dragons,
Tampa Bay Vipers and the D.C.
Defenders. It might not sound
like much in comparison to the
NFL’s 32 teams, but it is a pro-

fessional league full of talent.
Cardale Jones is looking to be a great QB for the
D.C. Defenders. He won the
National Championship for the
Ohio State Buckeyes in 2016.
Another NFL player in the XFL
is Kenneth Farrow, a former
Chargers RB who is now playing for the Seattle Dragons.
The XFL is a serious league
that guarantees excitement
with new ideas to make a game
we all love have more fast pace
action that is for sure to make
any football fan pleased. It is
a young league that will probably change a few things here
and there as time goes on. But
in the meantime, we can all
enjoy the same game we know
and love with a twist.
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Music at vespers: Are some worship styles
better than others?
Culture and context

Traditional transcendence

John Kent
Contributor

Alyson Zapara
Contributor

Music has the ability to
change our emotions. During
vespers, the ultimate purpose
of music is to facilitate worship.
Some students prefer a more
traditional style of music while
others favor a contemporary
style. But does it matter which
style is chosen for worship at
University vespers?
Choosing the music style for
vespers involves at least two
considerations: cultural relevance and the context of the
service. A worship service must
be culturally relevant to be
meaningful. As culture changes
with time, so does the style of
music used to worship God.
In biblical times, psalms and
sanctuary songs were used. In
the early church, Paul talks of
psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs (Eph. 5:19). Today’s culture continues to shift, and contemporary songs are becoming
preferred. Whatever style best
allows the worshiper to connect
with God should be used.
Music style should also be
based on the context of vespers. In biblical times, there
were both psalms of praise,
including dancing, and songs
of solemn reverence, sung
as prayers of confession. Yet,
both were valid expressions of
worshiping God. If vespers is
to have a rejoicing, praise context, then praise styles should
be chosen. If vespers is to have
a solemn, reverential context,
then more thoughtful and solemn styles should be chosen.
Both traditional and contemporary music styles can effectively facilitate worship. In our

Vespers is a beautiful experience on campus. It’s a time
where we come together and
exhale the stress, worry and
work of the week as we welcome the Sabbath by worshiping. Part of that experience is
getting to participate in music.
When you hear the term
“traditional music” you might
have a flashback to your home
church where a woman is doing
her own pitchy, operatic version
of “Amazing Grace,” or maybe
you envision singing a hymn
that seems to drag on and on.
Others might chalk it up to
the songs being too stuffy or
conservative. Most of us are
familiar with some of these sce-

context, contemporary music
seems to be the most effective
at facilitating worship at vespers. Just as older generations
remained culturally relevant by
using more hymns and fewer
psalms, so is our generation
remaining culturally relevant
by using more contemporary
songs and fewer hymns. Music
at vespers should prepare us
for worship, whether that be
an attitude of praise or solemn
reverence; and contemporary
styles seem to be more effective than traditional styles for
accomplishing this.

narios. But allowing negative
experiences and ideas like these
to define traditional music has
shaped the idea that it is something that isn’t relevant and
doesn’t need to be appreciated.
The lyrics to traditional music
are true poetry. They are deep
and meaningful. However, the
songs can seem dull if there
isn’t a level of intentionality and
energy being put into them. It’s
when the songs aren’t given
that energy that they can fall
short of their true potential.
I’ve felt the power of traditional music in my life time
and time again. In my darkest
moments, the songs that come
to me are not the most current
praise songs.
“Oh, deep in my heart I do
believe we shall overcome someday!” “All my cares He fain would
bear and cheer me. He whose
name is Counselor and power.”
“I fear no foe, with Thee at hand
to bless. I’ll have no weight and
tears no bitterness. Where is
death’s sting? Where grave thy
victory? I triumph still if Thou
abide with me!”
Music like this has fed my soul
in a way that other music cannot and I am not alone in this
sentiment.
Ultimately, music is a personal decision, and I respect
that everyone has their own
preferred modes of worship. I
just wish that traditional music
would be more welcomed at
vespers because it touches so
many of us when we do get to
participate in it.
There is something so powerful about a church full of fellow
college students joyfully singing
music that has stood the test
of time, ministered to so many
before us, and whose words
continue to ring true today.

RELIGION
Having a Christian lifestyle amid political turbulence
María José Morán
Religion Editor
In light of how much we are
surrounded by politics, it is only
fair to ask ourselves what role
we play as Christians in the politics around us.
In case you haven’t been
keeping up with current events,
2020 is election year. Southern
is also finishing its own election
process today. However we look
at it, politics are all around us
and form a big part of our current local and national climate.
Sure, politics can get annoying if you don’t enjoy them,
which most of us don’t, but it
is still important for us to know
what our place is in the greater
scheme of things.
The first step to understanding our Christian role is to
remember what the Bible says.
“The king’s heart is a stream of
water in the hand of the LORD;
he turns it wherever he will,”
says Proverbs 21:11. This means
that whatever our leaders do,
God is in control of it. While He
doesn’t make bad things hap-

pen, He lets us live the consequences of our actions, whether
good or bad. So, when our leaders make decisions, the consequences of their actions are in
God’s hands.
Next, we must also remember
that God is pleased when we
pray for our leaders (1 Timothy
2: 1-3). Although we might not
think of them as real “leaders”
(rather people who happen to
be in a position of power), we

have to remember that God
allows them to have their position for a reason. While we
might not understand what the
reason is, there is always something we can learn from them.
Lastly, we have to treat all
of them with the respect, dignity and love they deserve. As
we think about our on-campus
Most importantly,
remember that you are
allowed to voice your
opinion as long as you do
it like Jesus would; with
respect, dignity and love.
leaders and our presidential
leaders, we have to remember
they are normal people just like
us. Sure, some of them might
have crazy amounts of money
and luxurious lifestyles, but
that doesn’t mean they aren’t
normal people. Just like us,
our leaders have their ups and
downs, highs and lows and pros
and cons. Just like us, they have

emotions, feelings and, most
importantly, a personality! Yes!
Our leaders have personalities,
which means that they have different traits that make them,
well, them.
Personality is the key to why
we like some people more
than we like others. Iit also
explains why we like some politicians and some leaders more
than others. But the fact that
we have preferences when it

comes to people, does not give
us the right to mistreat them.
The same is true for politicians. Just because we have
preferences does not mean we
get a pass to speak negatively
about or slander those who we
are not super fond of. Afterall,
regardless of our actions, we all
receive the same kindness and
love from God – kindness and
love we should be sharing with
everyone, even our enemies.
As we go through this election
year, and the election process at
Southern, remember to be kind
to all candidates regardless of
how you feel towards them.
Most importantly, remember
that you are allowed to voice
your opinion as long as you do
it like Jesus would; with respect,
dignity and love.
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LIFESTYLE

Seven ways to incorporate fitness for a
toned body this summer
Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor
Going to the gym can be inconvenient, intimidating, or enjoyable. However, exercising has several benefits as it produces endorphins that help to reduce stress, improve sleep, increase self-esteem and decrease feelings of depression. Once you make little steps like preparing workout clothes
beforehand or having an accountability partner, exercising can become an everyday routine of doing
something for yourself.. Here are some options to get you to start working out:
Don’t want to work out
alone? Grab some friends and
join a workout class instructed
by Monica Mendoza! PlyloHIIT:
Monday/Wednesday at 6 a.m.
1. Cycling: Tuesday/Thursday
at 6 p.m.
Looking to strength train?
Check out these exercises from
Ashleigh Jordan (@ashleigh_jordan):
2. Upper body: Front to Lateral Raise, Cable Curls, Bent
Over Row, Bicep Curl/Shoulder
Press, and Cable Row.
Lower body: Single Leg Squat
Variation, Reverse Lunges, and
Dumbbell Front Squats. Abs:
Brazilian Crunches, Alternating
Reverse Crunch, Plate Extension, Hanging Leg Raises, and
Bench Tucks.
Glutes: Kick Backs, Weighted
Banded Squats, Sumo Squats,
Reverse Lunge/Leg Raise
3. Looking to burn fat? Walk!
Did you know that a heart rate
between 100-130 bpm burns

fat? No need to run, just walk at
an increased speed or incline.
4. Not ready to visit Hulsey?
Check out the gyms in the
dormitory basement. Be sure
to create a plan and have an
accountability partner to make
sure you hit your measurable
physical goals.
5. Need some inspiration?
Check out these Instagram
pages that I’ve been following:
@mrandmrsmuscle – men
and women workouts with
alternatives for those who may
have prior injuries.
@aubrieb – doable and easy
to find strength training workouts.
@madeline_moves – Highly
recommended strength training program for only $20/
month. Subscribed this past
summer and used her workouts as I trained for my Spartan
races.
6. Want a gym alternative? Check out Hulsey’s pool

and swim some laps. Did you
know that Hulsey offers different amenities like two pools,
a jacuzzi hot tub, sauna, and
steam room? Take advantage of
the different sections in Hulsey
to incorporate into your lifestyle.
7. Kinesthetic training? If
you’re looking to train without
weights, check out the B_ND
resistance bands to incorporate into your workout. These
bands are used to tone and
build strength. Check out the
website here: https://b-ndstore.
com/us/.
Whatever strength training
routine you create, be sure to
warm up before and stretch
after, in addition to hydrating to
properly replenish electrolytes.
Start making good food choices
by looking for leafy greens,
nuts, and natural sugars.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Soneya Bean

Isaac Fernandez

Abigale Choi @abbynicole19_
Lol anyone a senior in college and still has absolutley no clue what
they’re doing??

Aubri Dancek @aubs_dancek
Does anyone know how to make my brain focus on ONE thing
at at time instead of 20 million random thoughts. Cause it’s really
making my life chaotic.

Jamie Henderson @jlynnh8
I really just saw someone refer to getting an English Major as being
in a “very expensive book club” and like . . . Accurate.
_s.bean_ b l i s s #SAUlife

Monica Mendoza @monicafoorever
Are my shoes waterproof? We shall see.

Michael Specht

ifisaac De modo suave você pode sacudir o
mundo #SAUlife

Manelkis Javier Garcia

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
Maybe I’ll grow a mermaid tail and SWIM through all this rain.

Rence Arroyo @notrence
Some of you out here entertaining boys who think they fly while
you got a nursing exam to study for. You worrying about the wrong
scrubs.

mrmichaelspecht I got one. The best one.
#SAUlife

Congratulations @kaleighbuckner !

Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
Kevin run out of tooth paste so he
decided to stop by Walmart. What
products are you missing? Find Kevin
this week and buy it with a

Darcie Denton

mane149 Dm me if you wanna know a fun
fact. #SAUlife

Daniel Yonkers

$10 Walmart
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!
itsnotdarcy Some puppies for your feed.
You’re welcome. #SAUlife

yanny_donkers Serious Greens Anatomy
#SAUlife

8 | Thursday, February 20, 2020

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

HUMOR
William “Bradford” McDonald
Humor Editor
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MASTER’S DEGREE
IN COUNSELING
Let Us Help You Help Others

The counseling program at
Southern is focused on Christ,
the Wonderful Counselor.
Scheduled for Your Convenience
Classes are held once a week on Tuesdays
to accommodate your work schedule.
Designed for Your Success
Southern’s CACREP-accredited programs
in Clinical Mental Health Counseling and
School Counseling prepare students
for state licensure and provide practical
knowledge and clinical experience.

Grounded in Christian Principles
The training you receive at Southern will
be grounded in Christian principles and
designed to prepare you for work in a
variety of settings.
Master of Science in Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 20
24-40

SA General Elections: 7 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Convocation: 11 a.m., African American Heritage, Reginald Horton, Church
SA Talent Show Audition Submission Deadline: 11 p.m.

ATTENTION SENIORS! If you are a graduating senior and took senior portraits last
semester, please come to the SA office to pick up your proofs. We need you to come
pick these up as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please contact Autumn
Dunzweiler (adunzweiler@southern.edu).
SA TALENT SHOW: Start thinking about what you can perform for the show! Online

Friday 21

submissions are due by tonight @ 11PM. If you have questions, please contact
Maddy Thomas (maddyt@southern.edu). There are prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
in the amount of $2,000, $1,200, and $800.

Saturday 22
32-51

Adoration: 9 a.m., Church, Dave Ferguson
Renewal: 11:45 a.m., Church, Dave Ferguson
Merge: 11:30 a.m., Lynn Wood Hall
Connect: 11:45 a.m., Collegedale Academy
Academy Honors Choral Festival Concert:
4 p.m., Church
Evensong: 6 p.m., Church
14th Annual Cardboard Boat Event:
7:30 p.m., Iles P.E. Center

21-44
Encounter Couples’ Retreat (21-23),
Summerour, Room 1300
SA Smile Initiative: 12 p.m., until food runs
out, Promenade
International Student Event: 2 p.m. 6 p.m., Wright Hall
OEC Overnight Trip: Backpacking (21-22), 4
p.m., Outdoor Education Center
Sunset, 6:28 p.m.

Sunday 23
Southern 6K Trail Race

42-46

Monday 24
40-55

E.A. Anderson Lecture Series: 7 p.m., Brock
Hall, Chelsea Coston
SA Talent Show Call Back Auditions: 6:30
p.m. Ackerman Auditorium

Tuesday 25
44-57

Wednesday 26
33-51

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY 20

Mizael Espinoza

Melantha Cash

Skyler Humphrey-Davis Johnathon Merrills

Camille Chu

Hyun Woo Jung

Lili Reynolds

Jaimee Connor

Jake Kollar

Kyle Salas

Julia Johnson

James Kuczma

Timothy Verduzco

Richard Major

Byron Montenegro

Chasatie Williams

Paige Martin

Trevor Paden

Alicia Wyatt

Derek Schroer

Sandra Tapia

Israel Zendejas

Rachel Watkins

Chris Won

Wednesday | 26

Friday |21

Sunday | 23

Seth Culmore Madison

Cam Clark

Nacor Lantigua

Gamble Garrett Howe

Rhonda Grakov

Jesse Ross

Jasmin Mendez

Ryan Guild

Monday | 24

Tatyana Toro

Charity Sutherland

Kevin Carty

Adison Wood

Daniel Venegas

Bianca Gomez

Lachlan Wood

Saturday |22

Abigail Martin

Levern Anderson

David Siahaan

Katherine Berrios

Tuesday | 25

Tarsha Butler

Sophia Bruso

Sarah Cho

Christina Cannon

Marissa Danville

Dylan Day

Emrys Kim
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BCU Night:
Hidden
Figures

Sheryl Kambuni first female SA president elected
in 26 years; Abejar, Peteros, confirmed as VPs

Cheyenne Wilson
Staff Writer
This Saturday night, Southern’s annual Black Christian
Union (BCU) Night will showcase a variety of food, dance
and a play featuring the “hidden
figures” within black history.
To begin the night,
students will have the opportunity to taste cuisines from
places such as Kenya, Jamaica
and Trinidad. From there, students can watch performers
do a step dance and watch a
play written by Wendell Passie,
a second-year freshman and
computer information systems
major.
Cierra Dabney, a sophomore
communication studies major,
joined BCU in 2019. Dabney
serves as BCU’s step dance choreographer.
“Even though I’ve been [in
BCU] for a short amount of
time, I realized the consistency
of everyone just trying to figure
out how we can improve as a
BCU family,” Dabney said. “Personally, I think what means the
most is just the unity everyone
getting together and being able
to have a good time. And most
See BCU on page 3

Megan Yoshioka
Lead Reporter
Junior
psychology
major
Sheryl Kambuni is the first
female elected Student Association president since Windi
Cockrell was elected in 1994.
Kambuni secured 78.22 percent
of votes.
She enters the position
with proposals to improve
mental health services, make
community
service
count
as cultural credit and build
mentorship programs for students through alumni relations.

Her opponent, junior psychology major Luis Moreno,
received 21.78 percent.

I never expected
myself to be in this
position, but now
it’s a reality.
Originally from Kenya, Kambuni is also the first black
female SA president at Southern since 1976.
“I feel like it definitely puts the
pressure on because now everybody’s looking to see what’s

Village Market alters receipt policy
Kelly Gustrowsky
Staff Writer
The Village Market (VM)
recently changed its policy
for customers keeping their
receipts. Instead of having the
option to be given a receipt, customers must keep their receipts
to show an employee at the exit
as proof of purchase. This is due
to the shoplifting occurring in
the store according to Jackie
Rose, VM manager.
Rose, says that although it is
hard to tell exactly how much
the store loses from stolen merchandise, it is safe to estimate
approximately 1.3% of profits.
“[If put into dollars], it would
be substantial, more than you’d
actually think,” Rose said.

Food is a primary source of
theft, according to management. Employees often find
empty containers denoting
goods that have been stolen and either eaten in some
remote corner of the store or
smuggled out.

Food, although
the primary choice
of theft, is not the
only item fallen
prey to shoplifting.
Rose said basketballs and pillows
have also
been stolen.
“They’ll get [food at] the hot
bar, which is a priced item . . .

Customers checking out at the VM. Photo by Estefania Sanchez

and then go to the salad bar, fill
[the hot bar container] up, [and]
close it back,” Rose said.
In this manner, the customer
gets the salad for free.
Food, although the primary
choice of theft, is not the only
item fallen prey to shoplifting.
Rose said basketballs and pillows have also been stolen.
Dee Franks, assistant manager, thinks the past practice of
only handing out receipts if the
customer desired it might have
contributed to shoplifting.
“There was a time period that
customer service had made
the decision to not hand out
receipts if the customer didn’t
want it . . . and so that’s where
it possibly got ‘loosened up,’”
See VM on page 3

so special about women and
what they can do to benefit our
school,” Kambuni said.
Senior marketing major Marcus Abejar and junior management major Nadine Peteros were elected executive
vice president and social vice
president, respectively. Both
were
running
unopposed.
Abejar secured 87.79 percent
of votes and Peteros secured
94.84 percent.
Current SA president Mark
Galvez called all three candidates on election night to

inform them that they won
their positions.
“At first I was like, ‘No, I
don’t believe it,’” Kambuni said.
“My brain shut down at that
moment because leading up to
that, I had been so stressed. But
it actually happened. And, then,
I was just on the ground for a
few minutes. Then I got up and
was like, ‘Okay, what’s next?’”
“My first thought was, ‘Wow,
this is actually happening,’”
Abejar said. “I never expected
myself to be in this position, but
See SA President on page 2

McKee Library announces
changes to closing hours

McKee Library Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Stephanie Chavez Falla
Staff Writer
Beginning next semester, the
McKee Library will be closing
at 11 p.m. rather than at midnight from Sunday to Thursday
according to Deyse Bravo, director of libraries.
About five years ago, the
library closed at 11 p.m. They
decided to make the change to
extend its hours upon request
of the students. However, now
the library will be returning to
its previous hours.
Bravo, who has worked at the
library for nine years, says this
change is due to the lack of student attendance from 11 p.m.
to midnight.
“There are fewer people at 11
p.m. than there is at 9 pm.” said
Elisa Fuentes, senior health science major and student library
worker. “Statistically, every time
I take a headcount… at 9 p.m. it

could be about 60 people. But
at 11 p.m. or 11:30 p.m., I’d say
it probably drops to a maximum
of 15 to 20 people.”
According to Bravo, this decision was made by the faculty
and staff of the library with the
advice of Robert Young, senior
vice president of academic
administration at Southern.
“The reason we decided to
make this change is that there
is very little library utilization
from students from 11 p.m.
to midnight,” Bravo said. “We
do a headcount every hour…
and the numbers during this
hour have been very low for
the last few years. We want to
make better use of the library’s
resources by realigning our
funding priorities.”
The upcoming change to the
library has students questioning whether this decision is
truly a result of the low number
See LIBRARY on page 3
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NEWS
SA President
continued from page 1

now it’s a reality.”
Kambuni said she expects to
work with Counseling Services,

I can't wait to see
to serve Southern
and see what God
will do.
Student
Development
and
Christian Services in the upcoming school year to implement
her policies. Abejar plans to
work with Career Services Cen-

ter and Peteros will work with
Student Development.
“The next step is planning,”
Peteros said. “We’re going to
meet together, and we’ll go
over the schedule for next year.
I’m very excited for you guys to
see what I have planned, and I
hope everyone will come out
and enjoy their night.”
“I am really excited about
this,” Kambuni said. “And I can’t
wait to serve Southern and see
what God will do.”

Southern Professors work
on new edition of Adventist
Encyclopedia

OF VOTERS

Top Left: Lisa Clark Diller receiving certificate of appreciation from ESDA's Editor-in-chief David Trim and managing editor Dragoslava Santrac. Top Right: Lisa Clark Diller and Chigemezi Wogu at the ESDA conference in 2015
Bottom Left: ESDA's celebratory cake at the initial release of the encyclopedia this summer at
the 2020 GC session. Bottom Right: Alain Czaykowsky in the GC Archives, creating finding aids for
encyclopedia researchers. Photo courtesy of Lisa Clark Diller

Madison Reinschmidt
Staff Writer
Southern history professors
Lisa Clark Diller and Kevin Burton are working with Adventist
representatives all around the
world to create the updated
edition of the Encyclopedia of
Seventh-day Adventists (ESDA).
This encyclopedia was first
published in 1966 to compile
research of Adventist people,
places, institutions, events and
other issues.

Board members
hope to have 2,000
articles written by
the initial release,
but the ultimate
goal is to compile
over 10,000 stories.

A letter to Sheryl Kambuni
Congratulations Sheryl Kambuni for being elected as SA
President! I have walked this road before you and it was one of my
best memories during my college years. If you ask Him, God will
certainly guide you and give you wisdom for the journey. Know that I
am praying for you and the other SA officers to lead with integrity. Be
true to yourself and walk in your purpose. Blessings!
From Gale Jones Murphy ’76,
First female and black SA president 1974-75.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For any questions, comments,
and article submission
information email us at
accent@southern.edu
For all advertising inquiries, email

accent@southern.edu

According to the professors,
the first edition of the ESDA
included information of people and places from the North
American Division, but lacked
research about women and
other Adventists around the
world. Most articles included
in the encyclopedia listed no
authors or sources, causing
a lack of credibility. The encyclopedia was revised into two
volumes in 1996, but the professors said few changes were
made to widen content.
Because much of the information in the older editions is
outdated and inaccurate, the
Seventh-day Adventist General
Conference (GC) decided it was
time to rewrite it. At the 2015
conference meeting, the GC
approved the funding for a new
edition of the ESDA for a period
of five years.
The new edition will be
released online at the General
Conference meeting this summer. Board members hope to
have 2,000 articles written by
the initial release, but the ulti-

Opinion Editor
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Editor-in-Chief
Paola Mora Zepeda

Religion Editor
María José Morán

Managing Editor
Tierra Hayes

Sports Editor
Zach Roberts

News Editor
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mate goal is to compile over
10,000 stories.
Diller and Burton were asked
to be a part of the editorial
board of the encyclopedia,
along with representatives from
all Adventist divisions around
the world. English professors
Linda Tym and Laurie Stankavich are among others writing
for the encyclopedia. Diller is
encouraging Southern professors to assign their students
articles to write in their classes,
while Burton is seeking out
individuals qualified and interested in writing articles. Both
Diller and Burton have assigned
their students articles in their
Women’s History and Church
History classes.
“This project is exciting for my
students because it is meaningful beyond a letter grade in the
class. They can actually make
a difference with what they
write,” Burton said.
Beyond their classes, Burton
and Diller are encouraging anyone who has the ability to write
well to get involved.
“There’s no money to pay
authors, so that is why we
want students to write articles
for the encyclopedia. You can
write about people, institutions,
events, your old academy, or
even a relative,” Diller said. “We
have 10,000 articles to write, so
we need talented writers. Anyone can write an article if they’re
willing to do the research and
know how to write effectively.
This is the people’s project.”
Diller said the articles only
need to be 500 to 1,000 words
in length, and there are templates and writers’ guides to
aid in finding information. The
articles will be peer-reviewed
by two historians before they
are
potentially
published
in the encyclopedia.

“Writing for the encyclopedia
is a great opportunity to get
published in other magazines
such as Adventist Today or
Spectrum as well,” Diller said.

Copy Editors
Trisney Bocala
Taylor Dean

Lead Reporters
Bailey DuBose
Sarah Klingbeil
Megan Yoshioka
Elise Deschamps
Ciarah Clark

Social Media Manager
Gia Arroyo
Layout Designers
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Web Manager
Jonathan Ziesmer

This project is
exciting for my
students because
it is meaningful
beyond a letter
grade in the class.
They can actually
make a difference
with what
they write.
“The encyclopedia will be a
source for our church for years
to come. An important part of
our mission is to understand
where we came from and how
God has led us in the past.” Burton said. “The encyclopedia is
free for anyone to use and will
be a great way to get our mission out and to bring awareness
to what our church has done
and is doing. We hope that this
resource will help people grow
in their understanding of the
Adventist church and build up
their faith in some way.”
To learn more about the
project,
visit adventistarchives.org
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Southern Alumnus Reaches
out to Chattanooga’s
Hispanic Community

NEWS

BCU

Library

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

Marvin Campos
Photo courtesy of Marvin Campos

Sarah Klingbeil
Lead Reporter
Southern alumnus Marvin
Campos aims to improve the
lives of immigrants in Chattanooga’s low-income neighborhoods and was also featured
in the Chattanooga Times
Free Press.
Campos graduated from
Southern in 2018 with a master’s degree in social work. Now,
the 26-year-old works as a bilingual life coach for Building Stable Lives, a free program run by
United Way, which aims to connect low-income families with
appropriate services to maintain stability.

Growing up in an
immigrant home, I
understand how a
lot of times you;re
not welcomed in
the United States.
Born to immigrant parents,
Campos wants to create trust
with the Hispanic community
around him.
“Growing up in an immigrant
home, I understand how a lot
of times you're not welcome
in the United States,” Campos
said. “A lot of immigrants stay
low-key, and they don't have
any resources. So, I want to
let them know, ‘Hey, like, you
do have worth and you have
rights as a human being in
the United States. Welcome!

VM

continued from page 1
Franks said. “If you don’t have a
receipt, can you prove that you
bought it or not?”
The VM staff wants to make it
clear that they care about their
customers. However, those
caught shoplifting will have to
face Campus Safety and possibly the police.
“It is a serious thing—it’s
stealing. People go to jail for
stealing,” Rose said.
“I don’t understand why people do it,” said Amber Maddox,
junior Nursing major.

I'm here to help you out and
celebrate your wins.’”
Campos describes being a
life coach as having two job
descriptions. First, to help create goals with clients, being a
resource coach and maintaining
accountability with his clients.
The second is to gain access to
the Hispanic community and
determine its basic needs.
“Being bilingual, my supervisor asked me to go to the
Hispanic community and figure out what the need is and
how to help that community,”
Campos said.
Based on his interactions,
Campos said that this part of
the job is a lot harder.
“It’s been a lot tougher,
because there’s not a lot of
resources for specifically immigrant Hispanics,” Campos said.
“So there's been a lot of emergency management, a lot more
hands-on. We get families [with]
a family member who has been
deported who has been the
main source of income; and it’s
starting over.”
When asked for advice for
Southern students, Campos
encouraged students, particularly bilingual students, to
branch outside of their comfort
zones and stay in Chattanooga.
“I want to encourage a lot of
them to stay in Chattanooga,”
Campos said. “ We need a lot of
bilingual professionals.”

“[Students] have meal plans.”
Dee Franks says any student
struggling to pay for meals can
receive help from the Feed My
Sheep program, and other customers can get help from the
Samaritan Center.
“Any time you have theft or
loss it affects your bottom line
[net income],” Rose said. “So
people that are stealing are
actually hurting the people who
are being honest.”
Though Campus Safety has
not been notified of any recent
shoplifting events at the VM, 30
Campus Safety officers monitor
the VM cameras.

BCU Night poster. Photo courtesy of BCU Instagram

importantly, making a BCU
change that will make Southern
a better place.”
According to BCU’s social vice
president and senior graphic
design major, Daijah Stowe, this
BCU play will focus on unrecognized figures in black history.
“I want to portray the writer’s
vision,” Stowe said. “He really
wanted [this play] to be different from the rest of the BCU
Nights. He wanted to be more
inclusive of different cultures
and [for the audience to] actually learn a lesson about today’s
culture and history.”

[We] want to come
together, to gather and
meet new people, and
express all different
cultures.
Stowe encourages students
to come with an open mind,
to enjoy and to get involved
in clubs of their own, whether
that be BCU, Asian Club or Latin
American Club.
“[We] want to come together,
to gather and meet new people, and express all different
cultures together and be one –
[like] a little union,” Stowe said.

of students at the library, or due
to a lack of funds to keep the
building open later.
“It’s one hour extra,” said Jonathan Osvold, senior biochemistry major. “I can’t imagine that
it costs them too much [money]
or time to keep the library open
until midnight.”
Skyler
HumphreyDavis,
junior finance major, expressed
that the library closing earlier
could affect the students.
“I feel like it puts the students
at a disadvantage because the
library is a place in which they
can study,” said Humphrey-Davis, junior finance major. “There
are some areas in housing or
the dorms where it’s not easily accessible…I think it puts
the students at a real disadvantage to have the library
close at eleven.”
However, student workers
at the library find this change
to be good.
“I personally, dislike night
shifts because it’s difficult to be
functional at that time,” said
Fuentes. “ If they [library student workers] are the kind of
people that wake up early, like
me, they can get the sleep that
they need to be able to function throughout the next day.”
To check Mckee Library's current
schedule go to
southern.edu/library

History and Political Studies department
updates pre-law minor

English, History, and Political Studies department sign. Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Bailey DuBose
Lead Reporter
The History and Political
Studies Department at Southern Adventist University has
updated its pre-law minor, now
called Legal Studies.
According to History and
Political Studies Department
Chair Lisa Diller, for the past 30
years, the pre-law minor was
referred to as Political Economy.
But in the past two years, it has
been updated and renamed.
“The minor is to help students
who aren't [history or political
studies] majors get the skills
they might need to go to law
school,” Diller said. “So, if someone is a music major or a theology or graphic design or psychology major, we make sure
-- through the minor -- that they
have the reading, research and
writing skills that the American
Bar Association requires to do

well in law school.”
According to Diller, the Legal
Studies minor includes political
science, English, business and
history classes and is in line with
the American Bar Association’s
recommendations.
Due to the name change, the
updated minor will not be available in the undergraduate catalog until next school year.
According to Diller, there
are usually 10-15 students in
the Political Economy minor.
But the department hopes
the name change will attract
students wishing to pursue a
career in law.
“Anyone can take the LSAT
(after finishing an undergraduate degree) and go to law
school at any time. There's no
‘one’ degree that is required to
go to law school,” Diller said.
The LSAT stands for Law
School Admission Test, which
is a standardized test used to

determine the skills of a prospective law student, according
to The Law School Admission
Council (LSAC).
“The minor allows students to
be intentional in their preparation for law school and to allow
those of us who advise them
to know who is interested and
reach out to them for events, as
well as mentoring and education,” Diller said.
Junior mass communication
major Trisney Bocala who is
currently enrolled in the Political Economy minor said, “When
I declared myself a Political
Economy minor, I was skeptical. Something about the word
‘economy,’ somehow threw me
off. I think ‘Legal Studies’ sounds
a lot more like what I was looking for, even if the curriculum is
largely unchanged.”

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN COUNSELING
Let Us Help You Help Others

The counseling program at
Southern is focused on Christ,
the Wonderful Counselor.
Scheduled for Your Convenience
Classes are held once a week on Tuesdays
to accommodate your work schedule.
Designed for Your Success
Southern’s CACREP-accredited programs
in Clinical Mental Health Counseling and
School Counseling prepare students
for state licensure and provide practical
knowledge and clinical experience.

Grounded in Christian Principles
The training you receive at Southern will
be grounded in Christian principles and
designed to prepare you for work in a
variety of settings.
Master of Science in Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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NEWS

SAU Cardboard
Boat Race

Ben Kipps and Kaili Kimbrow racing their boat.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Team Usain building their boat.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Nathan Batchelor and Danny Pauliah racing to get their boat built.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Freja Nelson paddling across the pool.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Danny Pauliah and Natalie Harder in their boat.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

The winning team, The Unsinkables.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Students work to construct boats out of cardboard and duct tape.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

Maddy Thomas and Autumn Dunzweiler beginning to sink in their boat.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez
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SPORTS

Black athletes who have made history
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor

Xavier Snyder
Contributor

Muhammad Ali
The Greatest, The
Louisville Lip, the People’s
Champion—all of these were
nicknames for the late boxing
legend Muhammad Ali. Known
as the greatest boxer of all
time, Ali has won an Olympic
gold medal, the World Heavyweight Title three times and
has defeated other greats like
Joe Frazier and George Foreman. Outside the ring, Muhammad Ali was a humanitarian
and activist that was awarded
the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2005. Ali held a close
relationship with SDAs; he
lived within walking distance
of Andrews University, and he
also has several SDA family
members, including his cousins and brother

Gabby Douglas
Gabby Douglas is the first
African American in Olympic
history to become the individual all-around champion, and
the first U.S. gymnast to win
gold in both the individual allaround and team competitions
at the same Olympics. She was
named the 2012 female athlete of the year. Mattel, Inc.
released a gymnast Barbie doll
that was modeled after her.

Bismack Biyombo
Bismack Biyombo is a center
for the Charlotte Hornets. He
was the seventh overall pick
in the 2011 draft. Biyombo is
from the Republic of the Congo
and is the president of the NBA
Players Association. Biyombo
has the Toronto Raptors playoff record with 26 rebounds in
a single game.

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Usain Bolt
Known as the fastest man
in the world, Usain Bolt has
plenty of accolades to back up
that claim. He’s an 8x Olympic
gold medalist, 11x World Athletics Champion and still holds
the world record for the 100
and 200 meter dash. As a boy,
Bolt attended the Sherwood
Content SDA church in Jamaica.

Almaz Ayana
Almaz Ayana Eba is an Ethiopian female long-distance
runner who competes in the
3,000, 5,000, and 10,000-meter
events. She broke the 10,000
meters world record, set in
1993, while winning the gold
medal at the 2016 Olympics
in Rio de Janeiro. At the 2017
World Championships in London, she took home the gold
medal in the 10,000 metres,
finishing 46 seconds ahead of
the next closest runner.

Magic Johnson
Earvin “Magic” Johnson Jr.
(Magic was his nickname) won
championships all throughout his career; in high school
at Michigan State, and later
five separate times in the professional league with the Los
Angeles Lakers. To supplement his championship rings,
Johnson was also a 3x League
MVP, 3x Finals MVP, 12x AllStar and a 1992 Olympic gold
medalist. He was inducted into
the Basketball Hall of Fame in
2002. Johnson’s mother was an
SDA, and he talks often about
his Adventist upbringing—the
main reason for his support of
Oakwood University through

Simone Biles
Simone Biles is an American artistic gymnast. With a
total of 30 Olympic and World
Championship medals, Biles
is the most decorated American gymnast and the world’s
third most decorated gymnast, behind Belarus’ Vitaly
Scherbo and Russia’s Larisa
Latynina. Born March 14, 1997,
in Columbus Ohio, Biles had a
humble beginning. She grew
up in foster care with her three
siblings until the age of six
when her grandfather adopted
them. In 2012, Biles began
homeschooling so she could
boost her training time from
20 hours to 32 hours a week.
In the 2016 Summer Olympics,
Biles joined team USA. She
won four golds out of a total
of five metals in Rio that year.
Biles may stand at a height of
just 4 feet 8 inches, but that
never stopped her from reaching her goals and showing all
of us how great things can
come from small beginnings.

Erba Tiki Gelana
Erba Tiki Gelana is an Ethiopian long-distance runner who
competes in marathon races.
Her personal best of 2:18:58
was the Ethiopian record from
2012 to 2017. She won both
the 2011 Amsterdam Marathon and the 2012 Rotterdam
Marathon. She won the gold
medal at the 2012 Olympics in
London with a time of 2:23:07,
a new Olympic record.

Pascal Siakam
Pascal Siakam, a forward for
the defending NBA champions the Toronto Raptors, is the
reigning NBA’s Most Improved
Player. On Feb. 13, 2019, he
scored 44 points, becoming
the 11th Raptor to score 40 in a
game in their franchise history.
He is currently averaging 23.7
ppg with 7.5 rebounds and 3.4
assists for the second seeded
Raptors.

Serena Williams
Serena Williams might go
down as the greatest tennis
player of all time. Since her
first major win in 1999 she has
gone on to win a total of 23 singles major championships, the
most of any man or woman.
She was born in Saginaw, Michigan on Sept. 26, 1981. Since
the age of three, she has been
practicing and playing tennis. Williams is a huge name
in sports, with a net worth of
$180 million. She has also won
14 grand slam doubles titles
with her sister Venus Williams.
This quote from Williams truly
shows her belief in the importance of family. “Tennis is
just a game; family is forever.
Family’s first, and that’s what
matters most. We realize that
our love goes deeper than the
tennis game. I definitely have
found a balance. I’ve had so
many offers in the past to do
different movies or different
things, and I always choose
tournaments over it.” Williams
is an amazing example of a
great athlete, sister, mother
and woman.

Barry Sanders
Barry Sanders was an NFL
running back for the Detroit
Lions from 1989-1998. He is
well known for being one of
the greatest running backs of
all time, being inducted into
the Hall of Fame in 2004. Sanders was expected to be a star
in the NFL after winning the
Heisman Trophy in 1988, and
he did not disappoint. He was
in the Pro Bowl every year he
played in the NFL. He was also
a 6x first-team All-Pro, and won
MVP of the League in 1997. In
1997, he set an NFL record by
rushing for at least 100 yards
in 14 consecutive games and
became only the third player
to reach 2,000 yards in a single season, and 15 career
touchdown runs of 50 yards or
more, the most in NFL history.
He was never the fastest or the
strongest, but he always kept
Jesus in his heart. “Christianity
affects your whole life. I feel
I’m more competitive; a better player. But off the field is
where there is always a battle.”

Ruth Ogbeifo
Ruth Ogbeifo is a Nigerian weightlifter. In the 1999
World Championship, she won
bronze medals in the 75 kg category in snatch, clean and jerk,
and overall. She competed in
the 75 kg weight class at the
2000 Summer Olympics and
won the silver medal, with
245.0 kg in total. She was the
first African woman to win a
medal in weightlifting.
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OPINION
Is it necessary to have two black cultural clubs?
The tale of two cultures: the historical
argument for two black cultural clubs

Stop the whispers,
embrace the culture

David Runnels II
Contributor

Charity Ogoti
Contributor

Southern Adventist University is a great campus because
of its diversity. The school
brings people from different
cultures together to learn from
each other and grow stronger
together academically, socially
and spiritually.
Cultural clubs are an important aspect of Southern that help
people become more aware
of the cultures of their peers.
While most cultures are
only represented by one
club, black students at
Southern are represented
by two clubs, Black Christian Union (BCU) and the
African Student Union
(ASU). This has led to a
valid question: Why are
there two clubs for black
students when this is not
the case for other cultures? As
a history major, I believe that in
order to answer this question,
we must examine the history of
black people.
One of the most consequential events of black history was
the African Diaspora, the capture and transport of 12 million Africans to the Americas
to work the agricultural plantations of their captors. This event
separated millions of people
from their families and their
culture. And for the people
that survived the treacherous
Middle Passage, the challenge
of maintaining their culture
was a hard one. This was made
harder because of their masters’ disdain toward African
traditions and their refusal to
let them continue these traditions in the Americas. For
example, many African peoples
used drums in their ceremonies
and as a mode of communication over long distances. But

the slave masters began to
fear that drums could be used
to start slave revolts, so they
were banned in many parts of
the Americas. This is just one
of many examples that show
that Africans who originally
brought African culture to the
Americas were forced to create
a new culture and identity in
their new homes.
The Africans who were not

enslaved had their own challenges as well. The abolition of
the slave trade by every major
country in 1888 did not signal
the end of the white supremacist mindset that fueled the
trade. European nations soon
saw that while human labor
was no longer deemed acceptable to exploit in Africa, the
continent’s natural resources
were ripe for the taking. These
nations split African countries amongst themselves and
made colonies that treated the
native African peoples as second-class citizens. Since the

African independence movements in the 20th century,
many nations are still attempting to rebuild themselves after
centuries of foreign influence.
So, is it significant that black
students at Southern have two
different clubs to represent
them across campus? Certainly! When we look at the
history of the two groups represented by BCU and ASU, we
can see that although
they are descendants
of the same people,
the experiences they
and their ancestors
have had are very different. One group was
forcibly removed from
their homes, brought
to
America,
and
enslaved. The other
group emigrated to America
of their own free will like many
other ethnic minorities, but
were subjected to over a century of European colonial rule
of their homeland.
This common ancestry, contrasted with different historical narratives, have led students who identify with the two
groups on campus to have cultures that share some similarities, but also many differences.
These differences should be
celebrated, which is why two
clubs representing black students at Southern is not only
acceptable, but necessary.

There are many reasons
why we have ASU (African Students Union) and BCU (Black
Christian Union) as official
clubs on our campus. From my
point of view, we should place
less focus on why either club
should exist and instead, place
more attention on the underlying principles of both clubs.
The form of discussion I am
stating is not about our delicate history, but about the
silent whispers that are heard
on campus, where one might
gossip and look down on either
ASU or BCU.
Now, more than ever, we
have to form respect for both
organizations and understand
that both groups represent
a part of our student body.
It is hard to summarize the
history of 54 countries under
one organization, while also
shining light on the history of
African Americans, Blacks, Africans, and those from the Caribbean islands (such as Haitians,
Trinidadians, and Jamaicans).
It is nearly impossible. If
you look at Africa, you are met
with black people (Africans). If
you look towards the islands
in the Caribbean, you are also
met with black people (i.e.,
Jamaicans and Haitians). And
when you look to America, you
encounter black people, too.
I am expressing all of this to
show you that there is more
to a black person than what

meets the eye. You cannot fully
encapsulate black culture into
one club. For instance, though
Haitians and Nigerians share
some similarities in music—
both love plantains and both
embrace the gift of family, yet
they are completely different
when it comes to traditions,
culture and language. Therefore, to be blatant, it is demeaning when we are asked why we
have two different organizations that feature black people
on campus.
I hope that I have made it
clear that a black person is
more than a black person: he
or she is made up of history.
We all had to fight and overcome different parts of history
that made us who we are today.
If you look closely enough at
both organizations, you will
notice that both clubs on campus strive to make everyone
cherish and understand their
uniqueness.
If you do not believe me,
attend BCU night on the 29th
of this month or pass by one
African potluck this semester;
because, just like all the clubs
on here on campus, everyone is
welcome to partake.

RELIGION
Merge: A place of authentic praise
Michaela Lewin
Contributor
My parents are super conservative when it comes to praise
and worship. Okay, maybe not
super conservative, but definitely more than I am or what
you would see at a church like
Merge. My dad grew up Adventist all his life in Jamaica; and
if he had it his way, we would
sing hymns 24/7. And there’s
nothing wrong with that. That
was just never me. After awhile,
I felt myself going through the
motions.
You can still see this whenever
I’m with my parents now. I’m a
lot more reserved and, dare I
say, “stuffy.” I grew up going to
predominantly white churches,
and I wasn’t really exposed to
gospel music until I moved to
Bermuda. In fact, I had to teach
myself how to clap on the second and fourth beats and move
at the same time before I joined
the choir. But, after a while, gospel music became a part of who
I was.
Coming to Southern, the
music was so different from
what I was hearing in Bermuda,
but familiar because it was what
I’d grown up with.

Church members from
back home would always ask,
“Do you guys at Southern only
sing Chris Tomlin?” Then I would
drop the bomb on them and say,
“You know, not all the time. In
fact, we actually started a gospel service on campus.” Then I’d
launch into my whole story of
how I got involved in Merge.

Merge is
where I find I
can praise authentically, one
hundred percet.
My freshman year it wasn’t
called Merge. In fact, my earliest memories were of just
hearing from word-of-mouth
that BCU was having church in
whatever dorm chapel would let
them. First, I loved going there;
because, if it was in Thatcher,
I wouldn’t have to walk very
far. And, second, because they
were singing the songs that I
sang at my high school. It was
something familiar, almost like
a little piece of home; and as a
freshman, I needed that. I didn’t

start getting seriously involved
in Merge until my junior year
at Southern. By this time, we’d
officially gone by the name
Merge, and we were meeting in
Talge chapel twice a month.
I was at a spiritual fork in my
personal life. There were things
that I was trying to let go of
from way back, even all the way
back to high school. Music and
singing for me are the ways I
express myself. If I’m sad,
stressed, or happy, my comfort
and emotion has always been
expressed through music. This
community that I was now a
part of allowed me to express
my inner frustration to God the
only way I know how, through
song.
I definitely feel that other
students, specifically people of
color, can relate to how I felt
in terms of stifled praise. The
looks we sometimes receive
from others can be a deterrent
from expressing ourselves the
way we truly want to. Whether
it be shouting respectfully,
standing, raising your hands or
singing louder than the praise
team themselves, everyone

praises differently. What works
for me may not work for you.
But I think Merge gives you
an outlet to experience something different and see what
really does work for you.
I wasn’t always that
person that didn’t care if she
was the only person who was

standing during praise and
worship, who lifted her hands
or clapped along to the songs.
I feel blessed to have grown
with Merge and in that aspect
of my spiritual life. Merge
is where I find I can praise
authentically, one hundred
percent.
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LIFESTYLE
Black History Month

Student
Spotlight

Hair done by Durbin

Life outside of academics,
student side hustles
Christina Robinson
Lifestyle Editor
For this issue’s lifestyle piece, we wanted our monthly Student Spotlight to highlight two
black students with side hustles for our special Black History Month issue. Both of these
students have found business opportunities offering hair services with students on campus.

Sherley Registe:
Miami native and junior
biology major Sherley Registe decided to start her hair
business in college when she
realized the lack of hair salons
in the Chattanooga area that
catered to naturally curly hair.
At a young age, she learned
to do her own hair.
“I wanted my mom to stop
doing my hair because it was
the same style every time,” Registe said. “YouTube became the
source of learning, DIYs and
where my passion for natural
hair started.”
She started to create videos
after she visited a salon that
damaged her hair. Registe
began to practice cutting and
styling her own hair, learning
different styles and techniques.

She offers services that include
braids, shape trims and cuts.
Looking for a natural hair stylist? Message her on Snapchat:
@shallay_0619.
Durbin Brown:
Durbin Brown, a Costa Rican
senior nursing major from Sacramento, California, created
his barber business in 2015.
He learned to cut his own hair
at the age of 12, when his
brother, who was his barber,
felt it was time for him to learn.
In high school, Brown began to
learn different techniques and
friends started to notice, asking
if Brown could cut their hair too.
His business, Durbs Cuts,
grew in college as clients recommended him.
“Since my freshman year,
I’ve cut all types of hair–curly,

straight… I cater to everyone. Red
and yellow, black and white. It
doesn’t matter,” Brown said.
What makes Brown stand out
from other barbers in Talge is his
accuracy.
“I always take my time with clients,” Brown said. “I’m not in a rush
to go from client to client.”
According to Brown, he doesn’t
see competition with other barbers
because they work together and
recommend each other, depending on what a client requests.
Brown charges standard cuts for
$15, lineups for $10, and beard
trims for $8-$10. Tips are always
welcome and he accepts CashApp,
Apple Pay and cash.
To book an appointment, visit
durbinbrown.youcanbook.me.

Durbin Brown

Hair done by Sherley

Sherley Registe

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Sherley Registe

Julia Ciasca

Samuel Kumendong @samm_ek
This rain really doesn’t want the new student center to be built in
time.

Joel Guerra @j8war
King Nebuchadnezzar: Everyone must bow down to my brand new
statue! Daniel and his buddies: ...We have no choice but to STANd

Patrick Mcgraw@saintpatthicc
THE PROMENADE NEEDS A NEW LANE FOR FAST WALKERS!
AS SA PRESIDENT, I WILL
shallaybenatural There is no force more powerful
than a woman determined to rise. #SAUlife

Astacia Sigarlaki@astaciax
*Talking about Cheetos commercials* boy in my psych class: “Yeah
whatever that animal thing is” ... sir you mean the cheetah???

Emily Turk

julia_ciasca Thank you for such an amazing
evening. I love you. #SAUlife

Elise Deschamps

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
Literally hid my cheezits when I heard the RA coming in to do night
check bc I didn’t want her to think I was eating snacks at 1 am even
though I was anyway how’s your night?

Bradley Hutchinson @be_rad_ly
Stepped in a puddle on my way to work so I’ve officially lost all self
worth in case anyone was wondering.

emilyturk Feelin like a mix of the 80’s, country,
and hobo #SAUlife

Congratulations @noah_banks_!

Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.
It’s that time of the year to make
changes in your wardrobe. Find Kevin
this week to buy a new shirt with a

Eddy De La Cruz

leeezie The softest grass for the softest day
and a softening heart. #SAUlife

Allison Barreto

$10 H&M
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!
offic1aldlc I’m just saying you could do
better. #SAUlife

camilabarreto NY, always a good idea!
#SAUlife
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HUMOR
You know you’re in a black church when…
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor

1. It’s 2 p.m. and the pastor just got up to speak
2. Someone shouts out a friend’s name when they walk up on the pulpit!”
3. The pastor says he is closing up and someone yells “take your time!”
4. Your pastor tells you to ask your neighbor a million questions
5. You know the difference between Redeemed (337) and Redeemed (338)
6. A chorus of “Amens!” ring out after a point hits home with the audience
7. You are in service for several hours
8. Someone yells “you better sing!” when the soloist gets up front
Here are a few things that to me define my experiences (and those of
everyone who replied to my Instagram request) with black church.
What makes black church unique to you?

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 27
30-44

ATTENTION SENIORS: If you are a graduating senior and took senior portraits last
semester, please come to the SA office to pick up your proofs. We need you to come
pick these up as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please contact Autumn

Convocation: 11 a.m. Iles P.E. Center, Meet
the Firms

Dunzweiler (adunzweiler@southern.edu).
HIDDEN FIGURES (BCU NIGHT): This Saturday night, February 29th, at 8:00pm in

Friday 28

Iles PE Center, BCU is presenting their annual “BCU Night”! The theme this year
is Hidden Figures. Come out, enjoy some delicious food, and fellowship with your
fellow students!

Saturday 29
Adoration: 9 a.m., Church
32-51 Merge Worship: 11:30 a.m., Lynn Wood
Chapel
Renewal: 11:45 a.m., Church
Connect: 11:45 a.m., Collegedale Academy
Evensong: 6 p.m., Church
BCU Cultural Night: 8 p.m., Iles P.E. Center

Monday 2
53-60

Southern Sophomore Success: 12 p.m., Presidential Banquet Room
E.A. Anderson Lecture Series: 7 p.m., Brock

32-48
Sunset: 6:35 p.m.
Vespers: 7:30 p.m., Church, Joseph Khabbaz
Star Watch: 8 p.m. Hickman Parking Lot

49-66

chance to win upwards of $2,000! Turn in your audition before Sunday, March 1 to
belltyler@southern.edu. There are prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in the amount
of $2,000, $1,200, and $800. The actual talent show will occur on March 28th, so if
you don’t want to audition, come and support your friends!

Sunday 1
Cave Open: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., Student
Park
I Cantori Concert: 7:30 p.m., Ackerman

40-60

Tuesday 3
Southern Sophomore Success: 12 p.m.,
60-66
Presidential Banquet Room
Music General Recitals: 7:30 p.m., Ackerman

Wednesday 4

SA TALENT SHOW: Talent Show submissions have been extended! You still have a

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY |27

Saturday |29

Hannah Cheneweth

Dominique Anson

Tuesday |3

Zachary Cheneweth

Sunday |1

Timothy Caran

Tiago Ferreira

Kc Alegrado Cabil

Kimberly Kra

Ryleigh Lewis

Jeffrey Begley

Becca Overstreet

Daniel Morton

James Chin

Edyn-Mae Stevenson

Patricia Pakpahan

Efileni Perez-Ortiz

Wednesday |4

Minda Ruba

Caroline Wells

Matthew Baker

Cheruto Shiow

Monday |2

Dustin Battenberg

Friday |28

Tiffany Benson

Chloe Elias

Mary Aquino

Lizandra Diaz

Brianna Ford

Luke Graham

Jake Johnson

Rachel Santana

Daniel Im

Erik Lorenz

Siosiua Telefoni

Tahkai Martin

Cameron Reel

Ryan Van Zyl

Edrian Sanchez

Jaime Simulis

Wyatt Tracy

Solomon West

Drew Willson
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The Lebron-Zion battle

Two sides to #MeToo

Tips to maintaining
a prayer journal

Four lessons I learned on
my health journey

March 5, 2020
Collegedale, Tennessee
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The student voice since 1926

Ciarah Clark
Lead Reporter
While federal officials grappled with the spread of the
coronavirus in the Western
United States, Southern Adventist University administrators
released statements in an effort
to reassure students, faculty
and parents that they would
continue to monitor the situation closely.
On Monday, the University
Health Center (UHC) distributed an email to faculty, stating: “There are NO reports
of confirmed cases involving
Coronavirus disease COVID-19
in Tennessee.” Still, university
administrators and the UHC
would “continue to actively
monitor the information, protocols and recommendations
being communicated by the
Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention,” according
to the statement.
“This is a rapidly developing situation,” the administrators wrote. “We will continue
to monitor the status and
update the campus on any new
developments.
Please continue to take all recommended
precautions.”

We will continue
to monitor the
status and update
the campus on any
new development.
Please continue to
take all recomended
precautions.
Administrators also recommended caution as spring
break approaches, especially
by students, faculty and staff
traveling outside of the country,

LaunchU competition supports entrepreneurs

suggesting that they monitor
advisories from the CDC and the
U.S. State Department.
In a separate letter, emailed
on Feb. 28, uQuest Short-term
Missions
Director
Melissa
Moore announced that all
mission trips occurring over
spring break would continue as
planned. She said her team has
been monitoring recommendations made by the CDC and
State Department.
“ALL of the countries we are
traveling to for spring break are
at a Level 1 advisory from the
CDC,” Moore wrote. “The Coronavirus is not even mentioned
in these countries' travel advisories: El Salvador, Haiti, India,
Morocco, Peru and Rwanda.”
However, a trip to South
Korea that had been scheduled
for May has been canceled, she
said in an interview with the

On March 29, students and
faculty will have the opportunity
to sell their culinary creations in
Southern’s first “Food Fest” in
over 20 years.
Additionally, all of the profits raised by this event will
be matched by a donor, and
the matched proceeds will go
towards funding for international student scholarships,
according to Student Association President Mark Galvez.

Trisney Bocala
Copy Editor
At Enactus’ LaunchU competition, senior business administration major Isaac Fernandez
won $5,000 for his business
pitch about reducing the wait
time for medical clients.
Fernandez placed first out of
the seven competitors. Matthew
Jensen, sophomore computer
science major, and Kristi Jensen,
senior business administration major, placed second with
their pitch, “JenComm”, which
helps small businesses with
marketing and internet visibility. Finally, Nathalia Levterova,
sophomore marketing major,
placed third with her business
idea to expand her social media
based brand @LiveInspiredLoveHarder, which she said is
“designed to give people the
tools they need to live an intentional life inspired by Christ and
help people find their purpose
in loving others harder.”
LaunchU, being part of the
educational nonprofit, CoLab
Inc., provides its first and second place winners with the
opportunity to share their
pitches to a larger audience at
the nationwide Moxie Summit
and Pitch Event in San Diego,
California, on April 26 and 27.

“Kristi and I are most looking forward to the mentorship
and networking opportunities
at the San Diego competition,”
Jensen said.

The capital that
was raised during
this competition will
probably cover the
early developmental
stages of the company and as small
amount of finding
investors for
the project.
Fernandez’s winning pitch,
“Hakim”, seeks to develop an
electronic referral system that
will cut back the errors and waiting time that clients in the medical field currently face. According to Fernandez, his business is
still in its beginning stages.
“I have done the networking
to begin development of the
referral application, but the
entire launch of the business is
still under development,” Fernandez said. “However, with all
great ideas there is always a
starting point and the LaunchU
event was a great one to begin
the development of the business.”
From
here,
Fernandez
plans to use the money from

this
competition
to
find
company investors.
“When I was announced as
the first-place winner, I felt so
happy and relieved,” Fernandez said. “I had put so much
work into this event, and it felt
all worth it at the end…The capital that was raised during this
competition will probably cover
the early developments of the
company and a small amount
of finding investors for the project.”
Fernandez decided to participate in LaunchU for a variety of
reasons.
“I was driven by the networking aspect,” Fernandez said.
“The judges not only gave me
an insight into different aspects
of my company, but also provided me with help regarding
the steps to take next. But, the
initial incentive of 5K was very
motivating as well.”
As he continues his journey,
Fernandez encourages other
aspiring entrepreneurs.
“My advice to an entrepreneur and anyone chasing their
passion is: Stop caring about
the opinions of others that
don’t support you,” Fernandez
said. “You should never allow
the point-of-view of someone to
limit your potential in life.”

See CORONAVIRUS on page 2

“Food Fest” to fund international student scholarships
Elise Deschamps
Lead Reporter

Issac Fernandez accepting his $5000 check after winning business pitch competition.
Photo courtesy of Marketing and University Relations

Southern Accent.
In her correspondence to
parents, Moore quoted Dr. Richard Moody, Southern’s medical
director certified in travel medicine, saying:
“We reviewed
the status of the final destinations as well as potential trouble spots en route. Monitoring
of the worldwide situation is
ongoing; recognizing that no
one can predict the future direction of this outbreak. We strive
to prioritize safety while avoiding unsupported fears diverting
our mission."
Moore recommended that all
uQuest volunteers get the influenza vaccination if possible,
with the organization offering
to reimburse the expense up to
$25 if a receipt is provided.
“The vaccine reduces their
chances of contracting an upper

I think this is a great
way to show our diversity...food has this way
of connecting people.
Students will be able to buy
tickets with their meal plan
from the 23rd-27th in the cafeteria, and then use those tickets
to purchase a diverse range of
food options from student and
faculty vendors. Tickets bought
the day of the event must be
paid with either cash or card.
Similar to 423 Night Market,
student vendors will receive
$50 to fund the ingredients and
materials necessary to prepare
their food.
“There is no event exclusively for funding international
students,” Galvez said. “This is
the first one. While there are
scholarship opportunities for
all students, government regulations mean international
students can’t apply to many
of them that are available at

private universities.”
Galvez also sees this event as
a way to celebrate diversity
on campus.
“Now, we are the most diverse
school in the South. I think this
is a great way to show our diversity, ” Galvez said. “Food has
this way of connecting people.
We want this event to be like
a festival; we want it to look
like an L.A. food market, that
kind of vibe.”
Some
student
vendors
include
senior
accounting
major Dakota Bemis, as well as
junior history education major
Maddy Thomas.
“I enjoy cooking,” Bemis said.
“The Food Fest is a way for me
to employ my passion for cooking and a way to make money.”
He will be making and selling
“green chile,” a family recipe he
grew up eating.
“I’m selling mac and cheese,”
Thomas said. “It’s how my
grandma made it; I learned
it from her but adapted it in
my own style.”
Currently, there are more
than 20 vendors registered
to sell. There will also be live
music and performances. Vendors cannot sell meat, and
alcohol cannot be used to
prepare food.
The event will be held in Iles
Gym from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. Those
interested in being vendors can
visit SAU.IS/HUNGRY and register by March 22.
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respiratory infection or fever,
which would prevent them
from traveling and could lead
to an unnecessary quarantine,”
she wrote.
Moore also emphasized that
trips will be canceled if the U.S.
State Department raises travel
warnings to a Level 4.
“Even if it's the day that the
students are going to fly, if
something crazy happened in
one of our locations, Southern
would choose to cancel [the
mission trip]…” Moore said. “We
would [rather] take the financial
hit versus putting our students
in harm's way.”
In such a scenario, students could choose to go on a
different trip, postpone their
travel until next year or get a
refund for any student account
charges. However, Moore said
uQuest has a no-refund policy
for donations made to students.
Those who choose to withdraw
from mission trips because of
personal convictions, despite
the university’s decision not
to cancel, may receive only a
partial refund, according to
her letter.
Adventist Colleges Abroad
(ACA), another organization
serving
student
travelers,
posted a statement on its website informing students that
ACA will continue accepting
applications for 2020 summer programs. If trips are
suspended due to the coronavirus, students would be fully
reimbursed for payments to
the program.
“But we would like to clarify
that there will be no reimbursements for plane tickets, therefore caution is advised,” the
statement reads.

According to NBC News, the
U.S. has experienced at least
100 cases of coronavirus as of
March 3. The states affected
were
California,
Georgia,
Nebraska, Texas, Washington,
Illinois, Rhode Island, Wisconsin, Utah, Arizona, Massachusetts, Oregon, New York, New
Hampshire and Florida. At least
nine patients had recovered. Six
victims had died, all of whom
were in the Seattle area.
According to a study by the
Chinese Center for Disease Control (CDC), the majority of cases
have been mild with about 2%
fatality rate. They also reported
that those who are older in age
or have preexisting conditions
are more likely to experience
severe symptoms.
The first case of Covid-19 was
in Wuhan City, China. Symptoms of infection include difficulty breathing, fever, cough,
runny nose, sore throat, aches
and fatigue, according to
health experts.
The New York Times reported
that, as of March 3, the virus
had spread to at least 67 countries worldwide, infecting over
90,200 people and causing at
least 3,081 deaths. They also
added that Italy, Iran, Japan and
South Korea were experiencing
“significant outbreaks.”
In an email to faculty, Southern administrators acknowledged the emotional impact
reports of the the coronavirus
might be having on students.
“We understand that this
situation may be troubling to
many,” the statement reads.
“The Counseling Center is available for students who are looking for support at this time.
They can be reached at 423-2362782.”

Student missionary in Hong Kong shares
experience amidst spread of Coronavirus

Brittny Desvarieux on a hike at Jump Peak, Hong Kong. Photo courtesy of Brittny Desvarieux

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief

English senior Brittny Desvarieux has been working as
a student missionary in Hong
Kong for the past year. The
Accent reached out to her
via Instagram to learn more
about her experience with the
spread of Coronavirus in a more
affected country. There have
been 100 confirmed coronavirus cases in Hong Kong.
Are you worried?
I am not as worried as people
think I am. From the moment all
of this began, I've been resting
in the truth that God saw this
long before He called me to
serve in Hong Kong. I believe
that He is in total control of this
whole situation, and I am trusting Him with my life. Of course,
I am taking the recommended
precautions of wearing my
mask and washing my hands
frequently. But I, with my whole
heart, trust God in all of this.
How are people there dealing with the situation?
I love how Hong Kong is dealing with the situation. There are
workers throughout the city frequently sanitizing public areas

like elevators or the handrails of
escalators. A lot of markets also
have anti-bacterial hand sanitizers available for anyone to use. I
think Hong Kong is dealing with
this situation very well.
Is there a difference in the
way people are acting?
Of course, people are filled
with a deep sense of worry.
As humans, that's a natural
response to a crisis—especially
since it's broadcasted heavily
over mainstream media 24/7.
I think Hong Kongers are just
being very cautious about
their own well-being and the
well-being of their close friends
and family. They've also lived
through the 2002-2003 SARS
virus, so I can imagine how
this experience is like re-living a traumatic experience
all over again.
What safety precautions
are you taking?
As recommended, I am continually wearing my face mask,
especially while on public transportation or just out in public in
general. I also have to wash my
hands frequently.
Have you thought of
returning to the U.S.?

Not at all. My calmness in all
of this is otherworldly. It really
doesn't make sense to me. Anyone who knows me well knows
that fear and anxiety have heavily controlled my life for years.
I really do believe that God will
take care of me and He has
been. He saw all of this before
it even happened. This virus
is no surprise to Him. Unless
He makes it very clear that it's
time for me to go home, I will
stay here. But for now, I still
have work to complete, and
I won't let panic and worry
take my eyes off of what I was
called to do.
Anything else?
I try to look at this situation
with a God-sized perspective—
if that's even possible. I believe
that in the midst of all this, God
is using this as a way to soften
people's hearts and make His
way in. This world needs His
peace right now. So I can only
imagine the ways God has been
revealing Himself to people. The
world can be a discouraging
place, but I can only imagine
the testimonies that can come
out of a problem this big.

Enactus initiative expands to teach graphic design to young girls

HTML officers and their students. Photo courtesy of James Brown

Ciarah Clark
Lead Reporter
The Higher Tech Minded
Ladies (HTML), an Enactus
project at Southern Adventist
University, has added graphic
design to its curriculum this
semester, according to the project manager, junior marketing
major Bella Stevens.
According to Stevens, the
HTML Club is a group of Southern students teaching technology-related classes to girls
ages 10-18 from various Adventist schools in the Ooltewah
area, such as Collegedale
Academy Middle School and
Ooltewah Adventist School.
The club meets every Tuesday
from 5-6:30 p.m.

The project’s goal is to create
a “fun environment” for young
girls to “feel empowered” and
cultivate an interest in the STEM
field so that it becomes a career
option for them later on, according to junior business administration major Gabi Garcia, the
club’s co-project manager.
According to The State of U.S.
Science and Engineering 2020,
only 29% of science and engineering workers in 2017 were
women. Within those fields,
women made up 27% of computer and mathematical scientists, 16% of engineers, and 29%
of physical scientists.
Since the project began in
Sept. 2017, classes have focused
solely on coding. Last semester, however, the club’s leaders

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

looked for ways to expand the
club’s curriculum, according to
Stevens. She proposed the club
include graphic design.
“I got the idea when the
girls were working on a website-building project last semester,” Stevens said. “It was so
neat to see all of their creativity
and all of their ideas, and I realized graphic design applied to
them making their websites.”
According to Garcia, club
leaders agreed that graphic
design would be a useful addition to the club.
“The purpose of [including
graphic design] is to broaden
the content of what we’re teaching them and also broaden their
knowledge because we’re trying
to give them the basics of everything,” Garcia said. “The STEM
field isn’t just coding. It’s other
areas. It includes math, physics,
science — all these other areas.
And we haven’t touched base
on those. So we decided to go
with graphic design.”
Stevens reported that the
number of project members
has grown from five last semester to 15 this semester, and
another five are expected to
join next fall.
Currently, members are creating photo collages and learning to use the design program

Inkscape, according to the
club’s graphic design teacher,
freshman character animation
major Dariana Badillo.
“Regardless, if they’re going
into graphic design or animation or anything else, the foundation is the same. We have to
learn what composition is and
how to use it well; complementary colors, what is appealing to
the eye and what isn’t,” Badillo
said. “If you’re going to make a
website, you’re going to have
to think of coding it and seeing
which buttons will work, but
right now we’re trying to teach
them the design part.”
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It was so neat
to see all of their
creativity and all
of their ideas, and
I realized graphic
design applied
to them making
their websites.
Badillo said what she most
enjoys about teaching the girls
is watching them work through
the creative process.
“It was so interesting learning all of their ideas,” Badillo
said. “It was just amazing to
see
the
differences
and
the uniqueness.”

Social Media Manager
Gia Arroyo
Layout Designers
Allison Barnum
Kirsten Clark
Web Manager
Jonathan Ziesmer

Badillo added that the purpose for her involvement in
the club is deeper than simply
teaching graphic design.
“As examples of Christ, maybe
those girls are going through
something, and we can share
with them the love of God,”
Badillo said. “Art is awesome.
I love teaching it to people as
well as showing Christ to them.”
Ariyah Towles, a 13-year-old
homeschooler and member of
the HTML club, is enjoying working on her Sherlock Holmes-inspired photo collage.
“I liked that I found a magazine that had Sherlock in it and
that they gave me big paper
to do [the collage] on,” Towles
said. “The computers are fun
too; I like the app that we were
using that you can make shapes
with. My favorite shape is the
mountain one.”
Towles is looking forward to
the next meeting so that she
can show her teachers her completed collage and continue
learning Inkscape.
“I am very happy to be in the
club,” Towles said.
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Teacher shortage may threaten
Adventist Education over the
next five years

Student creates project for
International Women’s Day

Aubri Dancek
Staff Writer
Adventist education could
experience a teacher shortage
in as little as five years.
Kevin Kossick, Vice President of Education for the
Georgia-Cumberland
Conference (GCC), views the issue for
Adventist education as a “potential threat, but not a crisis.”
According to Kossick, one
of the main reasons to believe
there could be a teacher shortage is that the universities are
not getting the number of elementary and secondary teaching candidates as they used to
have.
“We are still able to fill positions with quality people, but
we think there’s now going to
be a reduction…because of the
lower number of [teacher] candidates,” Kossick said.

The greatest need for teachers is at the elementary and
secondary education levels,

according to Kossick.
The GCC filled approximately
223 jobs for these levels of
education for the 2019-2020
school year.
Last year, Southern Adventist
University (SAU) graduated 12
elementary educators, according to information provided
by Tammy Overstreet, dean
of the School of Education
and Psychology.
“I understand that SAU has
the largest number of teacher
candidates, and even our numbers are dwindling. Very few
students who come for PreView Southern are indicating an interest in teaching,”
said Krystal Bishop, professor in the School of Education
and Psychology.
There are several reasons
why there could be a decline in
teachers in the future, according to Kossick.
“I think for a young Adventist, the calling to Christian education is more complex than
they realized. In [Adventist]
schools, many times they’re not
just the teacher,” Kossick said.
“They’re the Pathfinder leader,
the Sabbath School teacher,
the school janitor. That doesn’t
appeal to everyone.”
There is also the argument
that teachers are underpaid.
“Students are often discouraged from this profession for a
variety of reasons, [one being]
the salary for teachers is not
comparable to other professions
requiring the same amount of
training,” Bishop said.
Some
conferences
have
implemented
resources
to
encourage education majors
throughout their time pursuing

their degree. For example, the
GCC works with universities to
identify top candidates prior to
them finishing their program.
Those candidates are given
scholarships to help them finish
their program and to build connections with the conference
for after they graduate.

Students model for project.
Photo courtesy of Bradford McDonald

Sam Olivera
Staff Writer

Bishop recently attended
Southern
Union
meetings
where they brainstormed ways
to get more students interested
in both SDA higher education
and teaching.
Despite the challenges that
teachers might face in the
future, there are students currently in the education program
who understand the importance the job holds.
“I went into education for
the children. I feel like there
are a lot of kids who don’t have
adult support, they don’t have
people who believe in them,”
said Paige Barney, elementary
education senior. “My goal and
my calling is to make sure that
for one year, the children in
my class have somebody who
believes in them.”

ECHO is a podcast where panelists
share their personal perspectives
about God, spirituality, and the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Bradford McDonald, a senior
character animation major, has
been working on quite a few
projects over the semesters he
has been here. His latest project
will be regarding International
Women’s Day.
According to the International
Women’s Day website, this holiday is “annually held on March
8 to celebrate women’s achievements throughout history and
across nations.”

I like things
to show expression, like eyebrows raised, jaws
opened, frowns,
scowls, you know,
something that
shows some sort of
energy, some
sort of life
in the person.
McDonald said what inspired
him to start this project was
his desire to do something that
would empower and make others happy.
“Photography was a hobby
of mine that became something
I’m really good at,” McDonald
said. “I don’t want to be just
an animator.”

McDonald planned to
incorporate a lot of diversity
in his photoshoot.
“I want to do a spectrum
on skin tone from the whitest
person to the darkest person,
and at the same time they’ll
all wear black. It’s more of a
cohesive thing that they’re all
women even though they’re
from all different backgrounds,”
McDonald said. “I’m using
black and neutral colors to
show mystery.”
Even though the holiday
falls in March, the photoshoot
took place on Feb. 16. The
time after the shoot will allow
McDonald to ensure that his
photos are done and edited
to his liking.
“I want to capture the
expression. That’s the biggest
thing about my photography,”
McDonald said. “Like in animation, I like things to show
expression,
like
eyebrows
raised, jaws opened, frowns,
scowls; you know, something
that shows some sort of energy,
some sort of life in the person.
And I want to incorporate that
into the women.”
McDonald will be displaying the photos from his photoshoot on his social media
accounts. To view more of his
projects, visit his page on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by
searching @liamdrof.

Real. Honest.
Refreshing. Adventist.

This video series will chronicle what
happens when a person experiments
with positive life choices. “What if I
extend my prayer time?” or “What if I
put off procrastinating?” etc.

The Loop is a vlog about “adulting,” with
how-tos that take the mystery out of
tasks such as buying a car, dealing with
insurance, creating a budget, etc.

in
partnership
with

theprojectrefresh.org
a ministry of the Carolina Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
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Hidden Figures
BCU Night

Lubasi Ngonda, MJ Drummond, Diana Alarcon and Margoski Saintinus perform as main
characters for BCU Night. Photo by Xander Ordinola

BCU Night cast members pose for picture after the show. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Charleah Grant and Emily Ramirez perform fight scene during BCU Night.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Lubasi Ngonda and Theo Davis as Marcus Garvey perform during BCU Night. Photo by
Xander Ordinola

Lauryn Daniels portraying Kandake Amanirenas with MJ Drummond during BCU Night.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Durbin Brown cuts Justin Odle's hair as part of pre-show. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Cierra Dabney and Pubert Nkhono lead step dance performance.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Karissa John paints iconic Kanye West photo. Photo by Xander Ordinola
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The legend sees the future: the Lebron-Zion battle
David Runnels II
Contributor
Lebron James has been considered by many to be the best
basketball player in the world
for the last 10 years. He came
into the NBA straight from high
school and was the most hyped
number one pick in recent
memory. Since then, he has
won three championships and
broken numerous records in
his 17-year career. James’ mix
of brute size, speed and skill
took the league by storm and
has made him one of the most
unstoppable forces the NBA
has ever seen.
Since Lebron, no one has
had as much pre-draft hype as
Zion Williamson. After being
drafted first overall, he sat out
the majority of this season with
an injury but has now leapt
onto the NBA scene with force.
He has put his team, the New
Orleans Pelicans, firmly into
the playoff race for the eighth
seed in a difficult Western Conference and made a strong case
for Rookie of the Year honors.
Like James, Williamson’s game

is driven by his amazing physicality. At six foot six inches
and 284 pounds, Williamson
is an instant mismatch for
the guards and forwards, and
his unbelievable speed and
improving jump shot make him
a mismatch for the big men.

Lebron James has
been considered
by many to be the
best basketball
player in the world
for the last 10
years.
On Feb. 25, James and Williamson played each other
for the first time. Williamson
scored 29 points, six rebounds
and three assists on 44 percent
shooting. James countered
with a tremendous 40-point,
eight rebound and six assist
game to lead the Lakers to
a 118-109 win. While James
clearly won the match-up, the

poise and aggressive mentality
of Williamson was impressive
to witness.
On March 1, the two teams
faced off yet again. Williamson played better this game,
as he scored 35 points and
had seven rebounds on an
impressive 75 percent shooting. James, on the other hand,
recorded a triple double, finishing with 34 points, 12 rebounds
and 13 assists on an almost
equally impressive 66 percent
shooting. This game featured
more head-to-head matchups
between the two players. Williamson used his size to his
advantage with an impressive
low post bucket on James, who
responded with an explosive
drive to the rim on Williamson and a three-point dagger
under three minutes with Williamson’s hand in his face. In
the end, James and the Lakers
held on to beat Williamson and
the Pelicans 122-114.
James and Williamson have
shown a lot of similarities in

their games. They both were
drafted number one overall.
Both are super athletic and
use their combination of size,
speed and vertical ability to
wreak havoc on the opposing

team. However, James is a better facilitator and has become a
much better shooter, which are
things that Williamson will need
to improve on as he matures in
the NBA.

March madness minus fans?

XFL marches on

Xavier Snyder
Contributor

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Despite making the majority of us lose money on bets
and brackets, March Madness
is finally here, and once again
has captured the attention and
hearts of millions, just like it
does every year.
However, this year’s March
Madness might be a little different. The National College
Players Association, a nonprofit advocacy group for college athletes, suggested the
NCAA hold the games without
audiences considering concerns around the spread of the
coronavirus. They believe this
could protect the players from
exposure to fans and media
through press conferences,
meet and greets and normal
exposure around the court.
The NCAA has not responded
yet.
Regardless,
some
clear
favorites have emerged over
the past couple of months,
with Kansas, Gonzaga, Dayton,

San Diego St. and Baylor earning the top five spots in the
AP Top 25 poll. Being the only
team sporting a 14-game win
streak, Kansas is looking like
the clear favorite to win the
annual tournament.
However, it’s called March
Madness because anything can
happen. Your odds of filling
out a perfect bracket are lower
than winning the lottery or
being struck by lightning; but
don’t tell that to your coworkers who you filled brackets
out with. Everyone’s eyes are
on Kansas star center Udoka
Azubuike after he sprained his
ankle against Kansas State and
only played for 20 minutes.
Baylor, another favorite,
has surged in their last couple games excluding their
64-61 loss to Kansas. Gonzaga emerged as the number
three seed as of now, sporting a 29-2 overall record, and
are unbeaten at home (17-0).

The Dayton Flyers have also
emerged as a powerhouse in
the NCAA in their Atlantic 10
division, coming out as first
with a 27-2 record. They will
face much harder obstacles
going against tougher conference teams.
A
more
unrecognizable
name, the San Diego State
Aztecs, comes in at number
five on most rankings’ lists.
They have a 28-1 record, but
could tumble below the top
5 with a loss in the Mountain
West tournament. Expect Malachi Flynn to lead them to victory. The NCAA will announce
the 68 teams competing in the
tournament on Selection Sunday, March 15th.

The XFL season is approaching the halfway mark as week 4
has come to a close and teams
vie for the top spot. As the XFL
continues its attempt to find
a place in the hearts of football fans across the country, it
helps to have some familiarity
with the teams and players
of the spring football league.
Here’s a brief look at just a few
of the teams that are currently
a part of the XFL:
Houston Roughnecks:
The Roughnecks are currently the only undefeated
team in the XFL so far, and also
lead the league in TD differential with 16 touchdowns for and
11 against. In week four, the
Roughnecks defeated the Dallas Renegades on the road by
forcing a total of five turnovers
and winning only by a touchdown. The Roughnecks also
lay claim to some of the best
players in the XFL: QB Phillip
Walker, who leads the league
in passing yards; WR Cam Phillips, who leads the league with
333 receiving yards; and the
two best DBs with a combined
total of five interceptions for
the season.

St. Louis Battlehawks:
It is argued by several XFL
analysts that while the Roughnecks currently have the best
record, it is possible that the
Battlehawks actually have the
most well-rounded team in
the league. The Battlehawks
are 3-1 (with the one loss to
the Roughnecks) and currently
have a TD differential of four—
only one short of the leading
spot. St. Louis came out on top
against the 1-3 Seattle Dragons
this past weekend and look to
get a win against the D.C.
Defenders on Sunday.
Tampa Bay Vipers:
Here we have what looks to
be the Cleveland Browns of the
XFL with the Tampa Bay Vipers
going 1-3 so far this season.
While the Vipers did just beat
the Defenders by 25 points, the
overall prospects for this team
don’t look good. The Vipers
are currently led by former
NFL and CFL head coach Marc
Trestman, who did not have
much success with the Chicago
Bears and is looking to redeem
himself in the XFL. While the
Vipers are currently not doing
well, there is some hope for
them in the future. Two of the
Vipers RBs currently lead the
league with a total of 531 rushing yards.

Tampa Bay Vipers

Houston Roughnecks

St. Louis Battlehawks
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Two sides to #MeToo
#MeToo: Where it misses the mark

Zoe Kanas
Contributor

Logan Milliron
Contributor
The #MeToo movement, at
its core, is about promoting
openness to protect the vulnerable from sexual harassment and assault. Its viral
nature began in October 2017
when Alyssa Milano posted: “If
all the women who have been
sexually harassed or assaulted
wrote ‘Me too’ as a status, we
might give people the sense
of the magnitude of the problem.”
However, since the beginnings of the #MeToo movement, the idea of a “rape culture” has been central. This
attitude is that the patriarchy
and society develop and protect abusers. Yet, the movement has also had a dichotomy
in its approach to the essence
of this issue—focusing on
changing things, or tearing the
patriarchy down.
This teardown approach, put
forth as a result of the #MeToo
movement, is that all men are
implicated as a part of this
“rape culture.” In order to better communicate this, here is a
quote found from debate.org
after the question was posed,
“Is it considered harassment
to ask a girl her phone number
in 2019?” One user, @edmund_
horstmann, responded by saying, “Men leverage their power
of the patriarchy to intimidate
women into having a relationship or talking with them with
a hint of violence.” This sentiment of men as the root of the
problem seems to have grown
to the notion that the entire
movement should be about
female rage against men and
the patriarchy.
“Sorry. If some innocent
man’s reputation has to take
a hit in the process of undoing
the patriarchy, that is a price I

Siding with #MeToo
The #MeToo movement has
garnered a lot of attention
lately. It is a substantial movement because it gives victims
of sexual abuse a platform to
speak out against their abusers
(usually men of higher position in their workplace). It has
recently taken off, especially
with the accusations against
Harvey Weinstein that took
over the internet last week.
However, where should one
stand when something meant
for good is twisted with wrong
accusations?
Naturally, one would side with
the victims. If someone comes
forward to say that they were
sexually assaulted, I would be
compassionate towards them
and their situation. It is important for me to see the aggressor
imprisoned and justice appropriately served. Sexual assault
is a serious issue, and something that an aggressor should
at least lose their job over.

am absolutely willing to pay,”
Teen Vogue writer Emily Lindin
tweeted.
Solving the problem should
be about unifying each and
every one of us against abuse,
not simply implying that all
men are predators.
These
attacks will make it even more
difficult to allow both men and
women to ask the right questions as to how these problems
can be addressed. It further
misses the mark where men
are the victims and/or women,
instead, are the abusers.
In order to bring about
change that is demanded by
the abuse and harassment that
the original #MeToo movement has brought to the forefront, we must all be a part of
that change.
In order to protect the vulnerable from the rich and powerful, every person needs to be a
part of that change, regardless
of sex. If the rich and powerful
have quality in finances and
power, we must beat them with
quantity in demanding systemic change to prevent these
things from happening. Martin
Luther King Jr., who changed
the world said, “We will try to
persuade with our words, but
if our words fail, we will try to
persuade with our acts.”
Luther and the Civil Rights
Movement as a whole changed
the nation through love and
unity, not through division and
hate. Those attitudes don’t fix
the problems #MeToo is meant
to address, they simply add on.

RELIGION
Tips to maintaining a prayer journal
María José Morán
Religion Editor
At this point, most of us have
heard about prayer journals.
While this might seem like an
unnecessary thing to do, there
are benefits to writing down
your prayers.
To begin with, writing helps
us remember things better.
And, although we don’t need
to remember what we are praying for, it is good to have our
prayers fresh and constant in
our minds, so we can pray more
and be more intentional about
them as well.
On top of that, keeping a
prayer journal allows us to
write down the things we are
praying for and to see how our
prayers were answered. This is
such a neat way to see how God
has been faithful to us through
time.
So, here are a few practical
ways to begin and keep up with
a prayer journal.
Look for a notebook you
like: It is funny how insignificant this seems, but having a
notebook that you are excited
to write in does actually make

a difference. If you choose one
that appeals to the eye, it’ll also
make it more appealing for
you to want to take out. If you
have too much of a hard time
figuring out which notebook to
get or how to set it up, there
are also options and templates
that you can get online that can
make this step easier for you.

Starting a
prayer journal
does not mean
that you stop
praying. It simply
means that you
have a new way
of praying.
Write down all your prayers:
I really can’t explain why, but
it feels like it is easier for me
to write down all my prayer
requests rather than list them
out. Writing them out gives
me so much room to try and
remember all the little petitions
I have.
Journal as often as you’d
like: Since consistency can

be really hard, you are not
required to journal every single
day. Rather, find your own pace
and stick to it. A crucial step is
to not let this activity feel like a
burden. That will just turn you
off!
Record the answer to your
prayers: This is a really humbling exercise to practice. As
you write down the answer to
your prayers, you are forced to
look at the fact that God has
never left you. It is also interesting to note the different
ways in which God answers
your prayers. Although they
might not be what you expect,
acknowledge the fact that God
cares enough to give you an
answer.
Pray over your journal: This
is the last and most important
step. Starting a prayer journal
does not mean that you stop
praying. It simply means that
you have a new way of praying.
While this habit will strengthen
your spiritual life, it does not
mean you should replace spoken prayer altogether.

Other people who were victimized should empathize with
and support the victim, and the
#MeToo movement has created a community for that.
Unfortunately, false accusations do occur, and they end
up hurting all parties involved.
A false accusation with malicious intent hurts the falsely
accused, for one; but it also
hurts other people that are
real victims. Real victims will
feel less likely to speak out if
they know they won’t be taken
seriously. If a “perpetrator”
is falsely accused, he or she
could lose his or her career,
status and well-being over a
false claim.
Personally, I believe that all
accusations should be taken
seriously, no matter what, and
thoroughly investigated. My
explanation is that if it is made
known that an accusation will
be completely investigated
for facts and proof, real victims will be validated, and the
false accusers will be exposed
for lying. Investigating false
accusations will deter people
from using the #MeToo movement for malicious intent and,
instead, it will allow the movement to be used how it was
originally meant to work.
I would even say that those
who falsely accuse others
should face some type of reprehension, since false accusations have the potential to tarnish reputations and destroy
lives, as well as hurt real victims of actual assault.
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LIFESTYLE

Four lessons I learned on my health journey
Michaela Lewin
Contributor
I reflect a lot on my health journey now that I’m a senior in college. The freshman fifteen was so real! Over the course of my freshman and sophomore years here, I gained
over 75 pounds. And it got to the point where it was really affecting other aspects of my life, resulting in my doctor diagnosing me as pre-diabetic. The summer after
sophomore year, I said “NO MORE!” You see, I always knew in the back of my mind that this would probably happen. But I thought I could get by on my mom packing my
proper portions of lunch, me doing a less than satisfactory amount of walking and eating what I thought was a decent amount of vegetables. However, what I’m continuing to learn on this journey is that I can’t depend on my mom or my nutritionist to make all the changes for me; they’re things I have to do for myself. And so, here are four
lessons that I’ve learned on my health journey.
1. Your pride ain’t it
The first lesson I had to learn
was to get over myself. I had
to get over my fear of going to
the gym because I felt like people were watching me. I had
to get over the fact that just
because I’m able to do a little
more sit-ups than the lady next
to me, doesn’t mean I’m any
healthier than she is. We’re all
here to better ourselves; and
the quicker I got out of that
prideful nature, the quicker I
was able to actually focus on
getting the exercises done.
2. Don’t do the same
old exercises
Exercise has always been
the biggest challenge for me.
It has been difficult finding
things that I find interesting,
especially since I have no interest in running, and I don’t play
a lot of sports…or any sports
at all. The monotony of doing
the same thing day after day
would just about bore me to
tears. I had to find something
exciting other than walking
every Sunday. That, for me,
was water aerobics.
I know. Don’t laugh. It’s not
your typical old people, walk
and stretch around the pool

water aerobics. It’s more like
hardcore, water splashing, “my
legs feel like noodles trying to
get out of the pool” water aerobics. I encourage everyone
to find something different,
whether it’s Cyclebar spinning,
Zumba, marathons or triathlons.
3. Don’t think you can do it
on your own
One thing I hated about
exercising is that I was doing it
alone. At the beginning of sophomore year, I was getting up at
6 a.m. every morning to go to
the gym. However, I was always
by myself because, college students love their sleep. It wasn’t
until I finally convinced two of
my friends to come with me
that I started enjoying going to
the gym and working out. Motivation. Working out with others
gives you the encouragement
to want to get up in the morning, despite all the sleep you
could be getting.
It’s the same with having my
nutritionist and going to Weight
Watchers. Having that sense of
community to remind me that
I’m not on my own—that I can
do this. Even having accountability partners, for example

my mom who has been there
from the very beginning, or
my coworkers who do different
workout activities together, has
helped motivate me. The community aspect is something I
encourage everyone to find.
4. It’s okay to mess up
This is the biggest lesson
that I’m still continuing to learn
on this journey. When I went
to visit my nutritionist and
mapped out my eating habits at home versus my habits
at school, I realized that I was
perfectly fine at home. I was
having problems implementing those habits at school. We
decided that I needed to work
hard to get those habits down.
For the first month or two, I
was a complete square. I made
sure to log my food, exercise
five times a week, go to Weight
Watcher meetings and get
enough sleep.
But then around the midterm
week, I hit the wall.

I fell into a black hole of
cookies, ice cream, no exercise, late nights and Dominoes. By the time I picked
myself up and actually made
it to a Weight Watchers group
weigh-in, I had gained back
almost 10 pounds; it sent me
into another downward spiral.
It wasn’t until I called my mom
completely defeated that she
told me it’s okay to mess up;
it doesn’t mean you failed. I
was basing my “failure” on this
one small mistake, when really
I should have been thinking
about the bigger picture. My
encouragement for others is
don’t get stuck in the “I failed”
mindset, and instead think of it
as, “What can I do to stop this
from happening again?”
But then around the midterm week, I hit the wall.
I fell into a black hole of
cookies, ice cream, no exer-
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For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!
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cise, late nights and Dominoes. By the time I picked
myself up and actually made
it to a Weight Watchers group
weigh-in, I had gained back
almost 10 pounds; it sent me
into another downward spiral.
It wasn’t until I called my mom
completely defeated that she
told me it’s okay to mess up;
it doesn’t mean you failed. I
was basing my “failure” on this
one small mistake, when really
I should have been thinking
about the bigger picture. My
encouragement for others is
don’t get stuck in the “I failed”
mindset, and instead think of it
as, “What can I do to stop this
from happening again?”

#SAUlife
Natalie Boonstra

Samantha Belenson

Rence Arroyo @notrence
Breaking: The Talge Ice Machine has Disappeared!! Did they finally
try and fix it or was it broken for so long it developed sentience and
walked away? More tonight at 7.

Aubri Dancek @aubs_dancek
We love the rush of waking up 5 min before class. Makes you feel
alive.

Cesia Trevedan @cesssiaaa
I understand that there’s endless music on Spotify. I’m still going to
listen to the same one direction playlist on repeat.
natalieejeann Fighting the sleepies on this Friday.
#SAUlife

Cierra Dabney@cicii123
I have a problem. I have a paper due at 11:59 tonight and I have
the time; but ima wait until I have almost no time to do it. Why do
we do this?

Luis Moreno

sam.belenson Don’t mind me, I’m just toasting my bagel on an axe. #SAUlife

Allison Bradley

Hannah Cook @hannah_cook41
I’ve run out of skip days and I don’t know how I will go on.

Monica Mendoza @monicafoorever
Hi, I fell asleep during my test lol how’s your week going?

realluism - Photo credit @dwaynt Here’s to
growth. #SAUlife

Kevin hid so well last week that no one
was able to find him.

Aimee Anunciacion

allison_joy19 It’s starting to feel like spring
again. #SAUlife

Jaira Luna

So, knowing that students are still
looking for new outfits to wear on
spring break, he is offering a

$10 H&M
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding!

aiancn Summerour + Hackman hall collab.
#SAUlife

jai.luna Another basic downtown chatt picture with
the bridge in the background. #SAUlife
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HUMOR
William “Bradford” McDonald
Humor Editor

Lew, Chill
out!

© 2020 LIAMDROF

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN COUNSELING
Let Us Help You Help Others

The counseling program at
Southern is focused on Christ,
the Wonderful Counselor.
Scheduled for Your Convenience
Classes are held once a week on Tuesdays
to accommodate your work schedule.
Designed for Your Success
Southern’s CACREP-accredited programs
in Clinical Mental Health Counseling and
School Counseling prepare students
for state licensure and provide practical
knowledge and clinical experience.

Grounded in Christian Principles
The training you receive at Southern will
be grounded in Christian principles and
designed to prepare you for work in a
variety of settings.
Master of Science in Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

CHATTER
SA Announcements

Today 5
39-53

Convocation: 11 a.m., Church, S.A.
Southern Sophomore Success: 12 p.m.
Presidential Banquet Room
Music General Recitals: 7:30 p.m., Ackerman
Auditorium, 2 cultural credits

Saturday 7
Adoration: 9 a.m. Church, David Ferguson
32-55 SOAP Outdoor Church: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.,
Wright Hall, Rock Climbing
Merge Worship: 11:30 a.m., Thatcher
Renewal: 11:45 a.m., Church, David Ferguson
Connect: 11:45 a.m. Collegedale Academy
Evensong: 6 p.m., Church, Organ
Top That SAU: 8 p.m. Iles P.E. Center

Monday 9
55-62

E.A. Anderson Lecture Series: 7 p.m. Brock
Year of the Adventist Composer Concert: 7:30
p.m. Ackerman Auditorium, 2 cultural credits

ATTENTION SENIORS: If you are a graduating senior and took senior portraits last
semester, please come to the SA office to pick up your proofs. We need you to come
pick these up as soon as possible. If you have any questions, please contact Autumn
Dunzweiler (adunzweiler@southern.edu).
SA TALENT SHOW: Come to Iles PE Center on March 28th at 9P.M for our annual tal-

Friday 6

ent show! This year’s theme is “Celebration Showcase”, where we will be celebrating
the skills and talents of our fellow students. Additionally, Talent Show will be in coop-

SA Senate Surprise Day: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
32-51
Sunset: 6:41 p.m.
Vespers: 7:30 p.m., Collegedale Church, PS
46:10
Afterglow: Following Vespers, Collegedale
SDA South Atrium

Music General Recitals: 7:30 p.m. Ackerman
Auditorium

SA FOOD FEST: On March 29, SA will be hosting our first International food festival!
Students, faculty, and staff will have an opportunity to sell food and make some
money while benefiting a new international student scholarship. If you are interested in having a booth, signup at sau.is/hungry or come to the SA office to learn

Sunday 8
Daylight Savings Time – Set Clocks
forward 1 hour, 2 a.m.
Symphony Orchestra Concert: 7:30
p.m. Church, 2 cultural credits
Senior Recital: Benjamin Gueck, 7:30
p.m. Ackerman Auditorium, 2 cultural
credits

42-62

Weekly Birthdays

53-64

46-64

(maddyt@southern.edu).

more! Contact Mark Galvez (mgalvez@southern.edu) if you have any questions!

Tuesday 10

Wednesday 11

eration with Studio 4109! If you have any questions, please contact Maddy Thomas
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COVID-19 concerns force Southern
students off campus. What's next?

University community voices
hopes, concerns and plans
for distance learning
Joel Guerra
News Editor

More than two weeks after
Southern
announced
that
classes would be shifting to
distance learning due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, students
are set to begin their online
classes on Monday, March 30.
Over the past two weeks, the
majority of students have left
campus, student employment
has been discontinued, faculty
have received distance learning training, textbook buybacks
have been moved to online
and graduation has been postponed.
As mentioned in an earlier
article this week, many international students faced uncertainty in regards to where

they would live once Southern shifted to online learning.
On March 19, international
students were notified that if
requested, they may be allowed
to reside in Southern Village at
least for the remainder of the
semester.
Most students, however, have
packed up completely, evacuated campus and even received
housing
payment
refunds
or adjustments to their payment plans. According to Janell
Hullquist, editorial manager
of Marketing and University
Relations, students will receive
refunds for their remaining
meal plan balances, as well as
50 percent of the associated
administrative fee over the next
few weeks.

SJC Professor Pablo Fernandez has set up his in-home classroom space. Photo courtesy Pablo Fernandez.

Additionally, many campus
resources will remain available
to students remotely. Tutoring,
Counseling Services via Zoom,
Disability Support Services, First
Year Experience and other services will be accessible via website, phone and email.

Over the extended two-week
spring break, professors have
also adapted their courses to
correlate with an online format to help students navigate
through the remainder of the
semester.
Journalism and Communica-

tion professor Pablo Fernandez
commends Online Campus for
being a great resource for the
campus during the transition
and is hopeful for the success
of online learning.
“They have put together sevSee WHAT'S NEXT on page 2

Letter from Students stage an impromptu Asian Night after canthe Editor: cellation of all campus events to surprise club VP
We'll still
be here to
keep you
informed
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief
We are living in a time of constant change. When I grabbed a
copy of the Accent three weeks
ago, I had no idea that it was
going to be our last printed
issue for the rest of the school
year. I also could have never
imagined that classes were
going to transition into distant
learning and that everyone
would be asked to go home. A
lot has happened in the last few
weeks. I am, just like you, still
trying to process everything.
It is in this time of chaos,
however, that being informed
is more important than ever.
Here at the Accent, we know
that. Though the circumstances
around us have changed, our
priorities haven’t. We still aim
to be your voice by accurately
and fairly reporting what is
happening in our community.
We hope that during this time
of isolation, we will be a bridge
between you, your friends, your
professors and your school.
This year still has five issues
left, and we will finish them.
Though our website is currently down, we are working
on creating a backup wixsite.
We will also upload PDF versions of each issue on Issuu.
com so that it is easily accessible for everyone to read. This
will also ensure that all articles
are in order so that the library
can archive these stories for
future references. In addition,
we plan to remain active on our
social media accounts where
we will communicate with our
readers and be a quick link to
their Southern community. You
can find us on Instagram (@
sauaccent), Twitter (@Southern_Accent) and Facebook (@
the.southern.accent).
There will be some modifications to the newspaper as we
are still trying to adapt to all the
See LFE on page 2

Students perform at impromptu Asian Night. Photo by Treson Thompson

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief
On March 12, members
of the Asian Club staged an
impromptu Asian night performance after news that Southern Adventist University was
going to switch to distance
learning for the rest of the
semester.
The show included seven performances that highlighted the
cultures of Korea, the Philip-

pines, China, Japan, Indonesia,
the Oceanic Islands and India.
It took place in the Iles P.E. Center and was put on by students
as a surprise for nursing junior
and Asian Night Director Issac
Abraham.
“[Country leaders] felt so
bad that everyone had worked
so hard [for the show], especially Issac,” said management
senior Rodny Aquino. “So, they
asked us if we would be willing
to come last minute to perform

Local and state officials expand responses amid growing coronavirus concerns
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
As governments across the
country and world continue
to tighten constraints on citizens to help curb the spread of
the COVID-19, the City of Collegedale, Hamilton County and
the state of Tennessee have
announced various policies to
promote social distancing.
On Sunday, March 22, Tennessee Governor Bill Lee signed
an executive order to prohibit
social gatherings larger than 10
people. The order limits restaurants to takeout, drive-thru and
delivery services; closes gyms
and restricts visits to care facil-

ities for the elderly and vulnerable. On, March 24,the governor also recommended that all
school districts remain closed
until at least April 24.
Based on the same concern,
the City of Collegedale closed
government buildings, including City Hall, to the public.
Government operations will
continue, but those who wish
to contact officials and workers
are asked to do so by calling,
emailing or faxing according
to a statement released by city
spokeswoman Bridgett Raper.
Collegedale officials have
also limited access to public

See GOV. RESPONSES on page 2

and surprise Issac.”
Abraham said he is happy
to have seen the performance
and thankful for the effort of
everyone involved.
“I could never imagine or ask
for a better team. The amount
of effort put into this is insane,”
Abraham said. “They stepped
out of their comfort zones and
took time out of their busy
schedules to make this amazing night. …I would like people
to see the potential of what the

Asian community has done on
this campus in bringing a sense
of unity among everyone else.”
For many seniors, like
Aquino, this was their last time
to see the show as students.
“[Asian Night] was very
important for me and for
everyone, especially seniors,
because it was a time where
we could get some closure,
which was something I was so
sad that I wasn’t going to be
able to get,” said Aquino, who
was also one of the dancers for
the Indian and Tonga groups.
“Besides, [with] the negative
news we have received, it is
so good to know and see the
energy and love that the students have for this club, Southern, and each other.”
The show ended with a mock
graduation for the seniors
who were present, and Aquino
handed out imaginary diplomas.
Asian night is the last cultural
show of the semester and was
originally scheduled to take
place on April 4, after spring
break. Earlier that day, Southern made the decision to move
classes online due to COVID-19
concerns.

'At first I didn't want to go
home': Southern student
missionaries make tough call

Student missionaries smile for a picture in Honduras.
Photo courtesy Shannon Hill.

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief
On March 12, shortly after
Southern Adventist University announced that it would
be changing its classes to
distant learning for the rest
of the semester, the Student

Missions office sent out an
email advising current student missionaries to return
home. The recommendation
came as a response to ongoing COVID-19 concerns.
“As a student missionary,
See MISSIONS on page 2
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NEWS
International students face uncertainty as classes move online
Joel Guerra
News Editor

María Jóse Morán, a junior
international
student
who
attends Southern Adventist University on student-visa, faced
a dilemma as the university
began transitioning to online
instruction for the remainder of
the semester.
On March 12, she received an
email ordering students to be
completely moved out of the
dorms and Southern Village
apartments in less than two
weeks in response to the spread
of COVID-19. The date has since
been changed to March 23.
Although the school describes
the decision as an attempt to
keep students safe and healthy,
many international students are
faced with challenges in regard
to housing and employment.
“My first reaction was, ‘Well,
where am I gonna go?” said
Morán, a student from Honduras. “If I can’t go home, where
am I gonna go [in the United
States]? I have nowhere to go.”
With the move-out deadline
in place, international students
fear possibly returning to their
home countries as travel restrictions harshen, along with not
having a convenient place to
live in the United States if they
stay.
“International students cannot be out of the country for
more than five months,” Morán
said. “If you leave, your visa can
run out [and] you might need to
get it again. So, I was nervous….
like, ‘Well, if I go home, will I
be allowed back in?’ Or, ‘If I go
home, will my visa expire?’”
Morán was supposed to
return to Honduras on Tuesday
morning. Her father had purchased flights home for her and
her sophomore brother, Juan
Morán. However, by Monday
night, Honduras closed its borders to non-Honduran citizens
causing airlines to cancel their
international flights. Therefore, even though the Morans
are Honduran citizens and are
allowed back into their country,
there are no flights back home.

Editor-in-Chief
Paola Mora Zepeda
Managing Editor
Tierra Hayes
News Editor
Joel Guerra
Advisor
Alva James-Johnson

continued from page 1

areas such as playgrounds,
the public library and the Collegedale Commons.
As of March 24, 15 people in
Hamilton County have tested
positive for COVID-19, according to the county’s health
department website. Hamilton
County Mayor Jim Coppinger
placed the county under a
state of emergency on Monday March 23.
More specific information
about the city of Collegedale

can be found here: https://
www.collegedaletn.gov/.
More specific information
about Bill Lee’s executive order
can be found here: https://
www.tn.gov.
More specific information
from the Hamilton County
Health Department can be
found here: http://health.hamiltontn.org/.

MISSIONS continued from page 1

María Jóse Morán packs her bags. Photo by Paola Mora.

According to Administration and Associate Director of
Enrollment Management Kent
Robertson, the university is
allowing students to stay in
on-campus housing on a caseby-case basis.
“This is a situation we’ve
never been in,” Robertson said.
“But there is a process that we’ll
find out, and we’ll kind of all
learn about together. And I do
know, specifically, that international students are given special
consideration in regards to the
case-by-case decisions.”
On March 19, at 11:37 p.m.,
international students who
had petitioned to stay on campus received confirmation that
they would be allowed to stay in
Southern Village.
“I think [Southern] handled
the situation pretty well,” Moran
said. “I think considering all factors, they've been pretty understanding and accommodating.”
Student employment opportunities for international students are in question as those
with student visas can only
be employed by on-campus
employers.

Acquiring
a
student-visa
restricts the recipient to only
finding employment on the
campus of the university they
attend. However, according to
the FAQ page on Southern’s
website, on-campus student
labor will be discontinued after
March 20, but exceptions may
be made and will be determined
by Administration on a case-bycase basis. Moran works as an
RA in the dorm. Her job will be
discontinued by the end of next
week.
Many international students
worry about how they will generate a source of income if they
remain in the States.
“I’m unemployed now,” said
international Canadian student
Aimee Anunciacion, who left
Southern on Thursday to stay
with family in California. “And
I’m only legally allowed to work
on campus.”
Students can contact Janice
Cosme in Human Resources
(cosmej@southern.edu)
for
more information and guidance
on student employment.

WHAT'S NEXT? continued from page 1
eral training sessions, training
videos and even participated
in department meetings to
make sure the professors are
equipped and ready to teach
their classes from a distance,”
Fernandez said.
Physical Education Health
and Wellness professor Rodney
Bussey is currently adjusting
his Preventative Care of Athletic
Injuries class, which provides
students with the tools and
knowledge to handle injuries
when a healthcare provider is
not available.
“It [Preventative Care of Athletic Injuries] is one of my favorites to teach, as it is primarily a
‘hands-on’ course where there is
much interaction between the
students,” Bussey said.
One of the main elements of
the course is the labs in which
students practice various tapings for specific injuries. To
adjust to the lack of in-person
labs, required materials will be
boxed up and sent out to the
students, and video demonstrations for each taping will be

GOVERNMENT RESPONSES

accessible via e-Class, according
to Bussey.
“I appreciate my dean, Dr.
Benge, for allowing me to mail
out all the materials, as it will be
an expensive endeavor, but one
we feel is necessary to maintain the integrity of the course,”
Bussey said. “I will provide feedback, but essentially the labs
are graded by participation.”
Regardless, many students
are disappointed that they
will not be able to finish their
courses in person and have
expressed
concerns
about
potential limitations associated
with online instruction.
“Clinicals were one of my
favorite parts of nursing school,
and I’m a hands-on learner,”
said Jaira Luna, junior nursing
major. “I’m pretty disappointed
that I won’t be able to put into
practice what I’ll be learning for
the rest of the semester.”
Some believe that fees for
lab or practice-based classes
should be partially refunded.
“Professors will have to be
creative in coming up with labs

in which students can learn the
intended material without the
hands-on experience that we’re
accustomed to,” said Sonia Joy,
junior biology major. “You’re not
getting what you paid for technically, but I also understand
that the financial implications
of the whole situation are very
complex.”
According to Hullquist, Southern will continue to monitor the
situation, make adjustments as
needed and remain committed
to keeping students, employees and others in the Southern
community informed.
In an email sent to students,
President David Smith encourages everyone to remain hopeful and to anticipate resuming
normal campus life as soon as
possible.
“Those of us who work in
higher education do so because
we love young people and
learning together,” Smith said.
“We will deeply miss the presence of students on our campus
over the next few months.”

The Accent encourages readers to write articles
and voice their opinions. However, the views expressed do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Accent, Southern Adventist
University, or the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For any questions, comments, and article submission information
email us at accent@southern.edu

Southern is recommending
that you come home,” the
email written by the Student
Missions Director Christian
Bunch reads. “I know this
will have a huge effect on
the organization you’re serving, but we must do what we
believe is in your best interest
and ask you to return. We do
not want you to be stranded
overseas as travel restrictions
may continue to increase.”
Southern has about 50 student missionaries overseas,
from which at least half have
already returned to the United
States or are in the process
of coming back, according to
Bunch.
One of those students is
mass communication junior
Cameron Reel, who was serving as a fifth-grade teacher in
Ebeye, Marshall Islands. Reel
was in his apartment when
he first received the email.
After calling his parents and
the school administration, he
decided to leave.
“At first, I didn't want to go
home. Honestly, I haven't been
homesick this whole experience,” Reel said. “I couldn't
know the future, so I had a very
hard time making my decision.
One moment I had decided to
stay; but then we heard about
three [coronavirus] cases near
us, so I decided to leave.”
Reel departed Ebeye on
March 18.
Public Relations alumnus
Shannon Hill, ’19, who was
working as a teacher in Honduras, also made the decision
to return home after receiving
the email.
“I knew that we had to act
fast, and we would not be
able to take much time to
make the decision,” Hill said.
“I had to say those goodbyes
a lot sooner than I had initially
anticipated. I already hate
goodbyes, but the fact that I
had to say goodbye to each
person so suddenly was the
hardest part about this whole
ordeal.”
Hill left the country on March
13, just one day after Student
Missions sent the email. Honduras closed its borders as a
response to the coronavirus
pandemic on March 15.
Other countries that have
also gone on lockdown include
Peru and Ecuador, both of
which had student missionaries in the field. Bunch said
students serving in Peru, Honduras, and Ecuador have been
able to return home safely.

“Obviously, we are worried
about [the] health crisis that
is going on,” Bunch said. “But
from my angle, I'm also worried about travel specifically,
and [student missionaries]
being stuck because of the
government responses to the
virus. Though it is not mandatory to leave, we highly recommend students to come back. ”
According to Bunch, no
quarantine is presently in
place for any of the countries
from which student missionaries are returning. He said the
Student Missions team continues to monitor global news
outlets and State Department
warnings as regulations and
restrictions change daily. Both
Reel and Hill said they will be
practicing
self-quarantine
once home.
As for now, Student Missions
has no plans to discontinue
the Student Missions program
for the 2020-2021 school year.
Students who have already
signed up to go as student
missionaries will still receive a
training session, and the Student Missions Office will still
help with fundraisers.
“People need Jesus at any
season of life, and that is
maybe clearer now than ever,”
Bunch said. “So, there may be
some adjustments that have
to be made in terms of when
students launch, based on
when life returns to a state of
normalcy. [But] we'll adjust,
and we'll be flexible as we
always have been; and we'll
encourage students to do the
same.”
In a recent statement
posted online, Student Missions wrote, “We solicit your
prayers for the many student missionaries who have
returned home, those who
are returning soon, and those
who have elected to remain
overseas. In the face of difficult times around the world,
we are thankful to know and
serve the God of peace. In
the months ahead, we will
continue to support all of this
year’s SMs regardless of their
location. We will also move
forward in preparing students
to serve for the coming school
year.”
Though he won't be returning to Ebeye next year, Reel
said, he hopes to return later
in the future. Hill said she currently plans to go back to Honduras at the end of the summer.

LFE continued from page 1
rapid changes. Instead of having eight pages in each issue,
we will switch to four. Regardless, we still want to hear from
you. The sections that we will
continue to cover are News,
Opinion, Religion, Lifestyle and
Social Media. If you ever wish
to contribute, then feel free to
contact me at paolam@southern.edu. In the same way, if
you ever have any story ideas,
then reach out to me at any
time or message any of our

social media accounts. Despite
everything going wrong right
now, I believe there are still a
lot of happy and hopeful stories. We want to make sure we
don’t miss them.
I once read that newspapers
are the first draft of history.
The Accent is no different. We
are all living history right now,
and our team is ready to keep
you informed by jotting down
those first notes.
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OPINION

Worth the sacrifice: Why we should do our part
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
As a senior in college, having
my last year on campus end
prematurely, saying goodbye to
my friends for the foreseeable
future and postponing milestones have all felt like painful
sacrifices.
This was definitely not how I
expected life to go.

Sacrificing on
an individual
level will be in
vain if we as a
society cannot
heed the warning of the doctors, scientists
and officials
around us.

While hospitals are being
pushed past their limits and
grocery stores cannot restock
fast enough and people are losing their lives, if you can, please
only go out when absolutely
necessary.
These sacrifices, while seemingly inconvenient, are worth it
if we are able to save lives.
So here are a few things to
remember.

You are not invincible.
When initial reports on the
virus were released, many
young people breathed a sigh
of relief. The virus was only serious for the elderly and the medically-fragile. But today’s numbers tell a much different story.
In California, 50 percent of
confirmed cases of COVID-19
are people between the ages
But when I sit down and of 18 and 49, according to the
imagine all the pain and suf- state’s governor Gavin Newfering that people are going some. Even so, many reports
through because of COVID-19 in the U.S. show that younger
and the fact that much of this
can possibly be avoided for
thousands, the sacrifice feels
worth it.
I can give up my comfort;
I can give up my “normal” if it
means more people get the
chance to live.
But sacrificing on an individual level will be in vain if we as
a society don’t heed the warning of the doctors, scientists
and officials around us.
So, I implore you, as much
as feasibly possible based on
your situation, please just stay
home.

people are not only capable of
catching the disease, but some
are also fighting for their lives,
with or without prior health
concerns.
You can spread the virus.
In addition to concerns about
contracting the virus, even if it
is not serious for you, it may be
more than serious for someone
that you unknowingly spread it
to.
The virus can be transmitted
from person to person among
those less than six feet apart
through “respiratory droplets
produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes.”
Some studies, like one
detailed
at
healthline.com
about patients in China, have
shown that many asymptomatic people who don’t even
know they have the virus can
still spread it.
Even if you think you are fine,
there is still a chance that you

can give the virus to someone else. This is why so many
states and local governments,
like mine in Athens, Georgia,
are asking people to shelter in
place.
The main goal of this is to
slow the transmission of the
disease so as to not overwhelm
the healthcare system. Many
have talked about flattening
the curve, meaning to slow the
exponential growth of positive
cases so when people do catch
COVID-19, there will be ample
medical supplies and resources
to support them.
You may have an option,
others don’t.
There are thousands of people that cannot stay home. They
are making sure that, while we
may not have the choice of normalcy, life is still an option for as
many as possible.
From doctors to nurses, from
truck drivers to grocery store

workers, these people are
working around the clock, risking their lives as their jobs have
been deemed essential.
If you are a vital worker,
thank you for your service to
those around you. But if your
work can be done from home,
please keep yourself and others
safe by only going out for necessary tasks.
You have a chance to show
your compassion.

Take care of
yourself, take
care of others
and please just
stay home.
These times will test our
humanity and our compassion
for others. Do we truly care
enough about people other
than ourselves to make these
sacrifices?
I personally cannot justify
putting others and myself
at risk so that I can have a
good time or to “ensure”
the health of the economy.
I will do my part in protecting myself and those
around me from this deadly
disease.
So, if you have decided to
heed the warning of doctors, officials and scientists,
thank you. I pray that it
makes all the difference.
Take care of yourself, take
care of others and please
just stay home.

RELIGION
Navigating a time of emotional confusion A message
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
The last few weeks, at least for
me, have been a rollercoaster of
emotions. When we first got the
news that we were transitioning
classes online, my first instinct
was to feel anxious about my
future. As an international student, I did not know where to go
because home, the Philippines,
is so far away. I was scared that
leaving meant I would lose my
visa or that I would be quarantined in another country.
However, staying in the United
States also frightened me. I did
not want to be far from my family in times such as this; though I
like being here, this is simply not
home.

I also felt angry that my junior
year of college was cut short. I
was mad that I had to say goodbye to my senior friends, some
whom I might never see again. I
was frustrated that I had to pack
everything so quickly and irritated that I had to forget some
of the plans I made for the rest
of the semester.

Then last Sunday I decided to
sit and talk with God. I wanted to
let him know how I was feeling;
tell Him everything I was feeling.
And though I can’t say that I have
everything figured out now, I did
find peace. It was as if God said
to me, “I know how you’re feeling, and I am here to help you.
Don’t let your emotions burden

Soon, I started feeling lonely
as well. After talking with my
parents, we agreed it was best
for me to stay on campus. I do
believe we made the right decision. But as my friends left and
the campus emptied I couldn’t
help but feel deserted.

There may be
a storm in our
minds, but we
serve a God
who calms the
storms.

you anymore.” That morning, I
realized that God has everything
under control. He has a plan for
this world and a plan for me. It’s
okay to feel confused, angry,
and scared, but it is not okay to
let those feelings replace our
trust in God.

“…I have heard your
prayer, I have seen
your tears; behold, I
will heal you…”
2 Kings 20:5 (NIV)

Scared

“Even though I walk
through the darkest
valley, I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.”
Psalm 23:4 (NIV)

Confused

“What I am doing
you do not know now,
but afterward you will
understand.”
John 13:7 (NIV)

Sad

Bryan Arvelo
Contributor

I think in times such as this it’s
easy to forget that the God who
made the heavens and the seas
also made us. Yes, there may
be a storm in our minds, but
we serve a God who calms the
storms. Sometimes we just have
to sit for a minute and let Him
speak.

How are you feeling today? Here are a few verses to help you navigate those emotions.

Angry

for college
students

“...Our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the
glory that will be
revealed in us.”
Romans 8:18 (NIV)

Lonely

“So do not fear, for
I am with you; do not
be dismayed, for I am
your God...I will uphold
you with my righteous
right hand.”
Isaiah 41:10 (NIV)

This past week alone has
probably been one of the most
shocking moments of our lives.
While meetings, schools, and
even churches cancel, it’s easy
to feel like life wasn’t supposed
to turn out this way. But I firmly
believe that none of this comes
as a shock to God.
Throughout scripture we
see the way Jesus works in and
responds to impossible situations. To learn more about
trusting God in times of uncertainty, you can watch my sermon by scanning the QR code
above. I pray it brings you
hope at a time where we could
all use it.
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LIFESTYLE
Making the most out of quarantine: Seven tips for handling work from home
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
When school was still running normally, I would leave my room at around 8 a.m. each morning and not come back until 11 p.m. or later. It was tiring, sure; but I love being
busy and running around from place to place. If I wasn’t in a class, or in my office, or in the library, then I was catching up with some friends. I could never stay in my room
and study, even on a Sunday.
Of course, I am not the only one whose routine has been messed up because of everything going on right now. We are restarting classes soon. Some of us, like myself,
may be wondering how to remain productive during this period of quarantine. We know adjustments need to take place, but it can be difficult to know exactly where to
commence. So, here are a few tips to help you start online classes with a bang.

1. Create a workspace:
Whether it’s in your room (not
in your bed!), your kitchen or
living room, you need to have
a place that is designated specifically for your work. You can
make it cozy with your own decoration, but the point is to have
a productive haven that fits
your individual working style.
2.

Get ready for the day:
Take a shower in the morning
so that you will feel forced to
change out of your pajamas or
sweatpants. Do not dress like
you’re going to be home all day,
but dress the way you would if
you knew you had a presentation that morning. It’s all about
the mindset you have. A good
attitude starts with the way you
carry yourself.

3. Find some natural lighting: Natural light gives Vitamin
D, which helps improve mood
and boost energy. Ideally, your
workspace should have a window nearby. If this isn’t the
case, however, then make sure
to step outside for a bit of sunshine. Even if it is just on your
front porch or backyard, 20
minutes of sunshine can help
brighten your day – literally and
metaphorically.

4. Make a schedule and
stick to it: Having a plan for
your day is a great way to keep
track of your workload. Be consistent. What time are you starting? How many hours will you
spend on each subject? When
are you eating lunch? When do
you plan to finish? In addition,
I’ve found that besides having
a daily schedule, it really helps
to have a weekly to-do-list. That
way you can prioritize what
needs to be completed with
more urgency.
5. Log out of your social
media accounts: For me, this
is the hardest advice to follow. I love Instagram. Though
I don’t spend hours straight
on the app, adding a few minutes here and there can result
in lots of wasted time. Before
starting to work, log out of your
social media accounts. This
way you won’t receive notifications. Also, if out of habit you
open snapchat or Tik Tok, you
will think twice before entering
your username and password.

go play catch with your dog or
cook a quick meal. Something
that always relaxes me is doing
some light exercise or taking a
nap with soft music in the background. Some breaks can be
longer than others, just make
sure to find a balance.

7. Look for friendly faces:
This his can be your family
at home or your friends far
away. It is very important that
during this time of isolation you
remain connected.
Facetime
your
best friend or call
your
roommate.
Strike up a conversation with your parents or joke with your
siblings. It is important
to realize that you’re not
alone and to show others
you also understand what
they are going through.

6.

Take a break: You do
not have to work five hours
non-stop. No one is Superman. Take your mind off the
stress by doing something different – preferably something
away from a screen. You can

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Jessica Zamora

Georgii Zaitsev

Rence Arroyo @notrence

I just found out my dad wears the shirts my ex gave me that I
forgot to toss, and I’m not sure how to feel about that

Joshuwa Shelton @Twiddian_Angel

The question is “How are movie theaters getting movies to us?” I
freaking wanna watch Onward Upside-down face

Stephanie Chavez @stephychav

I’m so lonely I could call 911 just to speak to someone

Ana Valdes @itsanavaldes

Curfew in Miami at 11pm is bringing back memories of freshmen
year in the dorm

jessicazzamora Cantu models we are coming
for your careers #SAUlife

Betzany ortiz

thgeorge #SAUlife

Christine Magnuson

Chloe Bastajian @chloelise98

I get that everyone is bored but if y’all don’t stop with your excessive
“challenges”, polls, and live videos...

Anthony Villegas @_TonyVillegas_

Been home for all of 30 min and honestly I’m ready to dip

betzanyortiz feeling twenty-one and quarantined.
#SAUlife

Albert Diaz

albertdiaz7 I guess I gotta get use to taking
pictures alone because of the Rona. #SAUlife

___sparkalicious___ Feelin’ cute, don’t ask
me where we should go eat later, idk #SAUlife

Marry Bright

marrywith2rs Quarantwinning #SAUlife
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Governor Bill
Lee issues
"safer-at-home"
order, Hamilton
County up to 51
cases, 3 deaths

More than 1,000 sign petition for pass/fail option

Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor

On Tuesday, March 31, in
less than 24 hours, over 900
individuals signed an online
petition requesting to change
Southern’s grading system
for the Winter 2020 semester. If approved by university
administrators, the adjustment would give students
the option to be graded on a
pass/fail scale rather than the
regular letter-grade system.
By Wednesday evening, the
petition had accumulated over
1,050 signatures.
According to senior international development studies
major Tiago Ferreira, who created the petition on Tuesday at
2 a.m, Administration has seen
the request and has agreed to
meet on Monday with Ferreira

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee
issued a “safer-at-home” order
for the state that started on
Tuesday, March 31, and will last
for at least two weeks.
This will effectively close all
nonessential businesses and
urge residents to stay at home
as much as possible.
The order differs from a
“shelter-in-place” order that
some states have issued, like
neighboring Georgia, which
mandates, rather than asks, citizens to remain home except to
run necessary errands to places
such as grocery stores or to
seek medical attention.
Tennessee’s new measures
come after President Donald
Trump extended the national
social distancing protocols until
at least April 30.
Local officials in Collegedale
are following the state in their
closures and their requests to
residents, detailed in a statement released by city spokeswoman Bridgett Raper. The city
will also continue its state of
emergency.
According to its health
department’s website, Hamilton County, as of April 1, has
51 confirmed cases of COVID19. The first of the month also
saw the county’s first reported
pediatric death according to
the Chattanooga Times Free
Press, bringing the toll to three
deaths of county residents. So
far, 788 test results have been
returned, including 737 negative results.
In the entire state of Tennessee, the state’s Department of
Health website reflects that as
of April 1, 2,683 people have
tested positive for COVID-19,
and there have been 24 statewide deaths.
According to reports in the
Times Free Press, local testing
resources have been expanded
to include drive-thru test centers and local lab processing
done at the Baylor School.

Students have mixed reactions on
proposed grading scale adjustment
Joel Guerra & Taylor Dean
News Editor
Copy Editor

and junior psychology major
Luis Moreno, who was already
separately creating a proposal
with the same motive.
Senior Vice President of
Academic Administration Bob
Young confirmed that the Academic Leadership Team is currently reviewing what it would
mean to provide this option.
He also shared several concerns that would need to be
addressed if such a policy was
implemented and said professors have been asked to be
accommodating.
“My office has urged the
faculty to be flexible and
understanding with students,”
Young said. “I hope that students will also be understanding and flexible with their professors as we navigate this
situation together.”

See PASS/FAIL on page 2

Screenshot of the change.org petition for Pass/Fail option

Campus
Ministries
continues
vespers online:
'Not even
COVID-19 can
stop us'
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief

Kerry Allen and Holly Gadd preparing medical supplies for donation to local hospitals.
Photo courtesy of Ryan Pierce

School of Nursing donates much needed
protective gear to local hospitals
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief
The School of Nursing has
donated over 900 pieces of
protective equipment from
its personal supplies to CHI
Memorial Hospital in Chattanooga and AdventHealth Gordon in Calhoun, Georgia.
The equipment included

School of Religion further
develops online graduate classes

surgical masks, N95 Masks,
gowns and gloves, worth more
than $700. The School of Nursing uses such gears for its skill
labs. With classes transitioning online, the department
wanted to find a way to put
them to use. The supplies will
be repurchased at the department’s expense.
According to School of Nurs-

ing Dean Holly Gadd, members of the department heard
of the shortage of protective
supplies in local hospitals from
news outlets, health officials
and Tennessee Emergency
Management Agency (TEMA).
“COVID-19 is a communicable disease, spread by droplets
and by contact with contami-

See NURSING on page 2

Campus Ministries will be
hosting a series of online vespers, which will be streamed
on southern.edu/streaming, in response to students
returning home and classes
moving online. The program will also be available
on Southern’s Facebook and
Instagram pages and will
remain online for subsequent viewing by students in
different time zones.
The first worship took
place last Friday, March
20, and included an online
discussion led by Ministry
Coordinator and Admissions
Counselor Ryan Becker. It
also featured a sermon by
See VESPERS on page 2

McKee Foods announces $500 million expansion
Corporation plans to move forward despite COVID-19 outbreak

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief

The School of Religion is located in Hackman Hall.
Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda

Megan Yoshioka
Lead Reporter
The School of Religion is
expanding its online graduate
course catalog over the next
two to three years, according
to Religion Graduate Program
Coordinator Alan Parker. This
semester,
the
department
offered its first online graduate course called Studies in the
Psalms. In the 2020 fall semester, it will offer two new online
courses: God and Human Suffering and Studies in Revelation.
“Every semester, we are
going to be adding two classes,”
Parker said. “Within two or
three years, we will be offering

six classes in a semester. That’s
the goal we’re moving towards,
but we’re pacing ourselves by
just doing two a semester.”
According to Parker,
graduate courses were only
offered as two-week summer
intensives prior to this semester. Because of this schedule,
MA Religion students traditionally took six years to complete their degree. If this online
expansion succeeds, MA Religion students could potentially
finish their degree in two school
years and three summers.
“Our goal is to create an
affordable, convenient, substantive option for those who
See RELIGION on page 2

McKee
Foods
officials
announced on March 10 plans
to make major investments to
their Collegedale operations,
including $500 million in capital
projects.
Some of the projects include
an expansion of the Apison
Plant to include new production
lines, as well as other investments in some of their other
Collegedale facilities. In addition, the company is devoted
to creating 450 new jobs over
the next 15 years and 125 jobs
during the first seven of those
years.
“There certainly could be student work opportunities down
the line,” said the company’s
spokesman Mike Gloekler. “Not
to mention, the overall growth
of McKee Foods is important
for our entire community.”
According to an article in the
Chattanooga Times Free Press,
this investment planned by
McKee is the biggest business

Mckee Foods operations on Apison Pike. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda

expansion announced in the
Chattanooga area since 2019
when Volkswagen announced
a $800 million extension of its
operations.
The expansion is expected
to be completed in phases,
the first phase commencing
this summer. According to
Gloekler, currently no delays
are expected due to the COVID19 outbreak.
“There has been no discussion about delays,” Gloekler
said. “Construction as an
industry has not yet been limited by the government, so we

will assume we are full-speed
ahead.”
McKee Foods broke ground
on the Apison Plant in April 1996
and began production in May
1997. This investment would be
the fourth major expansion the
company has gone through.
“McKee Foods is very pleased
that we are able to bring more
jobs and more bakery capacity
to our Hamilton County operations,” said Mike McKee, McKee
Foods Corporation president
and CEO. “Our family business
is blessed to have such deep
roots in southeast Tennessee.”

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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Social Work Club members donate 403
duffel bags to local foster care system
Megan Yoshioka
Lead Reporter
The Social Work Club donated
403 duffel bags to the Hamilton County Department of Children’s Services (DCS) on March
12. The club raised over $2,000
from September to early March
through bake sales and donations to purchase the duffel
bags. According to Social Work
Club Social Vice President and
project head Callie Dickson, this
is the first time the club has run
a duffel bag drive to this capacity.
“This year, the Social Work
Club's motto was Creating Community Through Kindness,”
Dickson said. “DCS conducted
a duffel bag drive in September
2019. One of my cohort members showed me the flyer they
put out. Immediately, the club
knew that we had to participate.
One of my personal passions is
the foster care system, so our
club president Claire Ashcraft
let me head this project.”
According to Dickson in a
WRCB Channel 3 interview, children in the foster care system
are usually given trash bags for
their belongings when they are
taken from their homes.
“I really think that this will
be like a little light at the end
of the tunnel,” Dickson said in
the interview. “[…] when you’re
being taken away from your
family, that’s already a very traumatic event. Plus, being handed
a trash bag, that kind of gives

Junior social work majors Mia Chedalavada and Caleb Olmedo unload the compact duffel bags.
Photos courtesy Marketing and University Relations

you the sense that your stuff
doesn’t really mean anything.
So, hopefully giving them these
duffel bags [will] give them a
sense of belonging and hope
and a little bit of something
sturdy in their life that they
know will stay around.”
According to School of Social
Work Office Manager Cheryl
Craven, the Social Work Club
originally did not expect to raise
over $2,000.
“What makes the story powerful is that the club officers
had set a goal of $1,000,” said
Craven. “They set it kind of high,
you don’t make a whole lot on
bake sales. But, as they com-

municated with others, people
started giving donations. […]
The Social Work Club officers
approached multiple churches
to share their fundraising. One
of the locations they shared
at was Connect, that meets at
Collegedale Academy. It was
the day of frozen pipes at the
church and church was cancelled in the big church. A visitor moved over to the academy
and heard the club officers tell
of the duffel bag drive. He gave
$1000. Other church members
gave $389.”
According to Craven, other
people also gave last-minute
donations to help reach the bag

count to over 400.
“I’m so excited to see how God
has brought encouragement
to the club officers through all
their efforts. Also, it’s going to
encourage these children […]
and bring a little ray of sunshine
and something that they can
call their own.”
“Each year, the Social Work
Club picks projects that they
want to be involved in,” Dickson
said. “I can't say at this time if
we will be choosing the duffel bag drive as our big project
for the year, but I know we will
continue to be involved with the
community to try to meet needs
that have gone unmet.”

PASS/FAIL continued from page 1
Ferreira said he started the
petition because he believes it
is unreasonable for students
to have to worry about maintaining good grades amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“This is what
we need. This is
a change that is
going to help alleviate the academic
stress being put
on countless students."
“This is what we need. This is
a change that is going to help
alleviate the academic stress
being put on countless students,” Ferreira said. “This move
is necessary; because when
a sense of normalcy is lost,
it’s hard to expect students to
double down and maintain the
usual attention that they place
on their studies.”
Moreno said that after seeing Ferreira’s petition on Tuesday, he contacted him to suggest they team up. Although
the petition did not make this
explicitly clear, Moreno emphasized that they are advocating
for the pass/fail grading scale to
be optional, and not universal.
He also hopes that students can
choose how they are graded for
each of their individual classes.
“Some students do not have
the luxury of focusing solely on
school like they did at Southern.
Giving students the option is
what I am fighting for,” Moreno
said. “Giving the option for pass/
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fail is not expecting less of students. Rather, it is understanding that the extreme situation
causes special considerations.”
Before the petition even circulated, Moreno posted an
Instagram poll last week asking his followers if they believe
Southern should implement a
pass/fail grading scale on either
a universal or optional basis.
After an overwhelming 85 percent of voters said that the university should adopt one of the
two options, Moreno reached
out to Young about the idea.
An Instagram poll conducted by
the Accent with over 230 participants indicated that 76 percent
of voters believe that the university should provide a pass/
fail grading scale.
However, in an email interview, Young said that his office’s
priority has been supporting
students and faculty; and that
although he understands students’ concerns, the pass/fail
grading scale is not as positive
as it seems.
For example, Young emphasizes that under a pass/fail
system pass grades would not
impact one’s GPA but a fail
grade would still drop one’s GPA
as it would on a regular grading scale. The change could
also negatively impact student
admission to graduate school
and professional licensing as
well as programmatic and institution accreditations.
Currently, to accommodate
students who truly feel they will
not be able to finish their classes
or do well in online learning

SA

due to external circumstances,
Southern has extended the 40
percent tuition refund withdrawal date to April 13, according to Karon Powell, director of
records and advisement.
Young also urges students to
pay close attention to emails
and to turn on SMS notifications in order to assure they are
made aware of any important
updates.
“He [Young] genuinely has
the student’s best interest in
mind, and he is always down to
listen to what students have to
say,” Moreno said.
After the petition was made
public, responses from Southern students varied as to
whether or not they believe
a pass/fail system should be
implemented as an option for
students.
Sophomore health science
major Kaiya Lane, who signed
the petition, said she did not do
so for herself, but for other students who might need help.
“I think it would take a lot of
weight off [students], especially
because not every student is
capable of succeeding in an
online environment,” Lane said.
Camila Oleaurre, sophomore
nursing major, had a different
perspective. She said implementing the pass/fail system
would be equivalent to throwing the whole semester away
because there’s only a little over
a month left of school. Oleaurre
also believes that the time spent
in clinicals and practicing skills
is crucial to excelling in one’s
career and being a good nurse.

“If a nurse told me they
passed Mental and Adult Health
on a pass/fail system, I’m not
gonna lie; I would be a little
scared,” Oleaurre said. “I think
it’s important for us not only to
pass, but to do well seeing as
each class builds on top of the
other.”
Students are not the only
ones with opinions about the
possibility of a pass/fail system.
After being informed of the petition and its incentive, School of
Journalism and Communication
professor Lorraine Ball said she
is not in favor of the proposed
change and feels that it is a
knee-jerk reaction.

“It’s not like we
are not going to
face obstacles, but
it says a lot more
about a person as
to how you handle the obstacles
as opposed to just
retreating and saying, ‘Oh, I can’t do
it.’”
“It’s not like we are not going
to face obstacles; but it says a
lot more about a person as to
how you handle the obstacles
as opposed to just retreating
and saying, ‘Oh, I can’t do it,’”
Ball said. “[The petition] gives
students the license to just
check-out [of school].”

The Accent encourages readers to write articles
and voice their opinions. However, the views expressed do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Accent, Southern Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For any questions, comments, and article submission information email
us at accent@southern.edu

RELIGION

continued from page 1
wish to pursue graduate studies
in religion and to expand this
beyond the Southern Union so
that we can offer something
worldwide through a combination of online options and summer intensives,” Parker said.
The School of Religion is
also exploring ways to offer this
program in different languages.
In conjunction with Online Campus, they are currently contacting sister universities to collaborate on religion classes taught in
Spanish and Portuguese.
“We’re very excited that the
School of Religion is embracing and opening themselves
to this new idea of online education,” said Director of Online
Learning and Academic Technology Gus Martin. “We, as
an institution, are in a perfect
position to expand and grow
online and make courses [and
degrees] available that we currently do not have. We do have
the faculty, and we do have the
resources available. It’s exciting
times.”
According to Parker, there
were only 12 students enrolled
in the religion graduate program two years ago. That number has more than quadrupled
to 49 students today.
“Our goal would really be to
get up to 60-70 students, which
I think is feasible,” Parker said.
“Particularly, if we go online, I
think if we can do online multilingual, we can get hundreds of
students.”

NURSING

Continued from page 1

nated surfaces and objects. Personal protective equipment…
are an essential part of care for
those with probable or known
infection,” Gadd said. “Taking
supplies that we aren't going to
immediately use, and placing
them into areas where there is
a shortage and special need, is
simply the right thing to do.”
Gadd said the School of Nursing is currently working with the
Hamilton Health Department to
create a list of nursing students
and professors who could help
with surge staffing.
“We have a good relationship
with the local hospitals and want
to help where we can,” School
of Nursing Associate Professor Kerry Allen said.“There are
many nursing alumni that work
at the local hospitals in clinical
roles, and we want to do what
we can to help keep all healthcare providers safe and well.”

VESPERS

continued from page 1

Vice President for Spiritual Life
Joseph Khabbaz, titled “Moving
on From Empty.”
Associate Chaplain Anna Bennett said Campus Ministries is
calling the worship style “living
room worship” to reflect the
reality of students’ experiences
at home.
“Since Friday night Vespers
is something that our campus
family looks forward to every
week, Pastor Joseph and I
believe it is paramount to continue to worship as a campus
family even though we’re currently more distant from one
another,” Bennett said. “With so
much uncertainty in the world
right now, it’s our desire to connect with students to offer hope
as we worship in music and
hear an encouraging message.
… We are a campus family that
worships together and not even
COVID-19 can stop us.”
Campus ministries will continue holding online vespers
until the end of the semester.
Bennett said students with
ideas about what they wish to
see on the program can email
Campus Ministries at chaplain@
southern.edu.
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OPINION
Journalism is important. Here’s how to use it to stay informed.
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
Trustworthy journalism is
so vitally important, especially
during a crisis.
In any normal year, this
issue would have included the
Accent’s April Fool’s edition,
the Southern Accident. While
this project is usually one in
which we enjoy getting creative and laughing with the
campus, this year, in light of
the COVID-19 pandemic, we
felt it best to forgo the issue.
We love laughing and fellowshipping with you all. But
in these times, we hope to
provide you with accurate and
reliable coverage that you can
depend on. This is not a time
for readers to have to decipher
between what is real and what
is fake.
While we are a university
with a limited scope, there are
many journalistic organizations working to provide the
world and your own local communities with information.
Here are a few tips for seeking relevant and timely news
for a crisis and for your everyday life.
Find a trustworthy source
of news
Nowadays, it feels like news
comes from everywhere. From
social media feeds, radio stations or family group chats,
it may be hard to know what
reports contain factual and
trustworthy news.
When
reading
or
watching or listening to
something that says it is
news, an article on Harvard’s website suggests that
you verify the credibility of
the publisher, look at the
piece’s timeliness and quality,

check individual sources and
visit a fact-checking website
like snopes.com.
Personally, when looking for
reputable, non-partisan written news from large organizations, I seek out the Associated
Press (AP) or the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC).
Allsides.com has a chart of
where news organizations fall
politically and trustworthily,
which can be found at www.allsides.com/media-bias/mediabias-chart for more direction
on which sources are credible.
Another good way to find
credible and personally relevant news is to check in with
your local sources of journalism.
Support local journalists
If ever in search of community-centered and pretty much
politically unbiased news,
there is no better place to look
than local journalists.
Local journalists are a part
of your community and are

also invested in the success of
it. They are normal, everyday
citizens who spend their lives
writing about things that likely
concern yours.

Local journalists
are a part of your
community and
are also invested
in the success of
it. They are normal, everyday
citizens who
spend their lives
writing about
things that likely
concern yours.
Despite the vital work that
local journalists do, they are
typically vulnerable during
times of economic downturn.
From the time the economy
crashed in 2008 to 2018, newsroom employment dropped 25
percent, according to the Pew
Research Center.

And we are seeing some of
the same troubling trends now
as advertisers begin to pull
back their investments. For
example, Gannett, the largest
local newspaper company in
the country, just moved to furlough and cut the pay of hundreds of employees.
So please, if at all possible,
subscribe to a local newspaper
to protect your community.
Consume news how you
like it
The news industry has
evolved.
In addition to traditional
media outlets like newspapers, news and radio, those
seeking information can also
turn to digital websites that
include interactive elements
and podcasts.
Outlets like NPR and the
New York Times all have daily
news podcasts on popular
streaming apps such as Apple
Podcasts and Spotify. The New

York Times even has a TV show
called The Weekly, which gives
a timely and in-depth look into
how specific journalists cover
hard-hitting issues and topics.
Take a break
This is an age of ample information so it is easy to get lost.
Seemingly, every detail about
everything is accessible at the
click of a finger.
While news is important,
especially in times of crisis, it
can be overwhelming. So feel
free to take a break.
Find ways to limit your
daily exposure to what many
times can be gut-wrenching
or troubling news, while still
staying informed. Maybe try
limiting yourself to an hour a
day watching or reading news
updates, or sign up for push
notifications from organizations like AP, which limit their
messages to only the most
important pieces of breaking
news.
There is no question that
these times are hard for many
across the world. But good
journalists are working literally around the clock to make
sure you have information and
to hold government officials
accountable.
The journalism field isn’t
perfect. But, in its purest form,
it strives to fill its necessary and vital role in
society by keeping you
informed, by being fair,
accurate and balanced,
and by providing the first
draft of history.

RELIGION
The key to true happiness: Reflection from the ‘The Alchemist’
Sergio Vasquez
Contributor
Before attending college,
I used to read many fictional
books. I especially enjoyed
reading stories in which the
protagonist would be sent off
on an adventure. Thanks to
these conflicting times, I have
been able to catch up on some
books I have been desiring to
read and reread. I was looking
at my shelf one day; and, on
it, I found one of my favorite
books: The Alchemist, by Paul
Coelho. This story narrates
the saga of Santiago, a young
shepherd. This boy dreams of
unimaginable treasures, which
he interprets as a prophetic
dream; and he embarks on a
quest to obtain it. It’s a book
worth reading, and I don’t
wish to spoil it. But in the book,
there is a particular side-story
that always grasps my attention.
The King of Salem (a character in the book) tells Santiago a
certain story, which I now have
the opportunity to share in this
article. There once was a certain shoe keeper who sent his
son to learn about the secret
of happiness from the wisest
man in the world. The young
lad wandered through the desert for 40 days until he finally
came upon a beautiful castle
located on top of a mountain.
He reached the entrance of
the castle only to find a long
line of travelers who also had
questions to ask. After two
hours, his turn finally arrived,

and the young shoe keeper
anxiously posed his question,
“What is the secret to happiness?” The wise man listened
attentively but told him that at
the moment he was too busy
to answer the question and
suggested that the boy take a
walk around his palace for two
hours.
Before letting him go, he
asked that the boy to carry a
spoon with two drops of oil,
which he provided, ordering
him to wander around his palace without allowing the oil
to spill. The boy began climbing and descending the
many stairways of
the palace, keeping his eyes fixed
on the spoon.
After two hours,
he returned to
the room where
the wise man was
located.
“Well,” said the
wise man, “did you
see the Persian tapestries that are hanging in
my dining hall? Did you see
the garden that it took the
master gardener ten years
to create? Did you notice
the beautiful parchments
in my library?” The boy was
embarrassed and confessed
that he had observed nothing.
His only concern had been not
to spill the oil that the wise
man had entrusted to him.
“Then go back and observe the

marvels of my world,” said the
wise man. “You cannot trust
a man if you don’t know his
house.”
Relieved, the boy picked up
the spoon and returned to his
exploration of the palace, this
time

observing all of the works of
art on the ceilings and the
walls. He saw the gardens,
the mountains all around him,
the beauty of the flowers, and
the taste with which everything had been selected. Upon
returning to the wise man, he
related in detail everything
he had seen. “But where are
the drops of oil I entrusted
to you?” asked the wise man.
Looking down at the spoon he
held, the boy saw that the oil
was gone.
“Well, there is only one piece
of advice I can give you,” said
the wisest of wise men.
“The secret of happiness
is to see all the marvels of the world,
and
never
to
forget the
drops of
oil on

the spoon.”
It’s a beautiful story, and you
may ask, “How does this apply
to me?” Well what if I were
to tell you that we can easily
equate the symbolism of the
oil to our Christian faith, then
the story obtains a more applicable meaning to our lives. The
secret to happiness is being
able to enjoy the abundant
blessings of God provided for
us daily, yet never forgetting
that the source of our happiness is not the blessings but
our faith that we carry on our
spoon.

The secret to
happiness is
being able to
enjoy the abundant blessings of
God provided for
us daily, yet never
forgetting that
the source of our
happiness is not
the blessings but
our faith which
we carry on our
spoon.
The happiness that I have
obtained in this life is not from
this world. As a result, nothing from this earth can grasp
it away from me. So, if you’re
ever feeling down or unhappy,
God is only one prayer away.
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LIFESTYLE
How to stay fit while being stuck at home: Six tips to embrace
Monica Mendoza
Contributor
Let’s be honest, staying at home sounded pretty great at the beginning. But now that everything is starting to settle, it’s becoming a challenge to find ways to stay active
during this social distancing season; especially now that most gyms and parks are closed.

1. Get your steps in and get sunshine:
If it’s safe for you to walk around the neighborhood (or your own house), do it! Exposure
to sunshine can help your body produce serotonin, a hormone associated with boosting
the mood and helping one remain calm and
focused (something we all need right now). If
going outside is not an option for you, open
your windows and follow a workout routine that
will increase your daily step-count with as much
natural light as possible.

3. Download fitness apps:
A lot of fitness companies have now opened
all of their workout plans for free! They show
you sample exercises, and you get to choose
which ones to do and build your own routine.
Two that I personally like are the Gymshark app
and the Adidas app.

2. Prepare your own meals:
Not many of us think about cooking as a physical activity but this could be a game-changer
for your own fitness journey. First off, when you
cook your meals at home, you know exactly
what you’re consuming. So, you are most likely
eating less calories than if you were going out,
even if you are indulging (yes, really). If you
don’t know how to cook, this could be your
opportunity to learn. And, who knows? Maybe
cooking is your hidden talent. Plus, you get to
walk around in your kitchen and burn calories
while making lunch, sounds like a deal to me.

4. Add resistance to your
workouts:
Although almost every single dumbbell and kettlebell are
sold out at Walmart or Target,
there are other ways to add
resistance to your workout.
One example could be using
gallons of water for your biceps
or triceps curls!

5. Ask your friends to help you stay
motivated:
Staying accountable while in quarantine is
really not that easy because there are many
distractions at home (AKA the couch, Netflix,
your bed, carbs, etc). Find friends who are also
struggling to stay accountable and check-in
with them everyday, believe me, sometimes
you’ll workout just because you know you have
to check-in. If your friends are not interested,
there are many groups on social media that
function in a similar way.

Need some workout routines that can be done
from home?

6. Play with your dog (if you have one)!
You know who else is bored out of their mind right now at home? Your dog. If possible, include your pet in your workouts. If you are walking around the house, why
not let your dog follow you around? Perhaps playing games with your dog might
engage your cardio more than exercising by yourself! Your pet will be delighted to
spend time with you (hopefully).

@thefitburrito
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This year I was supposed to open up more, but the the virus and
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Students, professors complete first week online

Virtual classes bring challenges, community Administration declines to
offer pass/fail grading option
Trisney Bocala
Copy Editor

Desk set up to start online classes for the day. Photo by Paola Mora.

Stephanie Chavez
Staff Reporter
On Monday, March 30, Southern Adventist University began
its first week of online classes.
With everyone dispersed due to
COVID-19, faculty and students
expressed both nervousness
and excitement as they entered
their classrooms via Zoom.
Some students have found
this new switch to be beneficial
while others view it as a compromise to their academic life.
“I like it because it takes out
the attendance policy,” said
Jonathan Osvold, a level 3 nursing student. “It makes it more
flexible for my schedule and
helps me learn a little better
with the recorded lectures. It
reduces the questions that I
have because I can just relisten

to the recordings as many times
as I want.”
Others find that Southern’s
campus creates an atmosphere
for them to grow academically
without distractions that would
be present when at home.

I like the structure of being in a
classroom setting.
It's sometimes hard
to focus at home
rather than being
in school.
“I like the structure of being in
a classroom setting,” said Estefany Fernandez, senior public
relations major. “It’s sometimes
hard to focus at home rather
than being in school. I appreciate the staff in my department
[the School of Journalism and

Employee giving surpasses
73 percent goal for the year
Aubri Dancek
Staff Reporter
The Building Relationships
in Department Giving Every
Day (BRIDGE) Campaign, an
employee-giving initiative at
Southern Adventist University, surpassed its all-time goal
after the campaign came to a
close on March 15.
According to information
found on Southern’s website,
the BRIDGE Campaign, orchestrated by Southern's Advancement office, encourages faculty and staff members to
give to various scholarships,
projects and endowments on
campus.
The campaign originally
began on Feb. 20 with the
goal of reaching 73 percent
participation from employees,
according to Sandra Delgado,
Annual Giving coordinator.
At the end of its month-long
campaign, 353 faculty and
staff members had made a
gift resulting in 77 percent
participation.
This year’s campaign theme
was “Built on a Legacy of Giving.” Delgado said she wanted
to share stories with themes
of courage, sacrifice and ser-

vice with Southern employees,
reminding them that current
generosity was built on a legacy of giving.
“This year we decided to
focus on the legacy of sacrificial giving handed down
from Southern’s founders. The
truth is, we see the same spirit
demonstrated in our employees today,” Delgado said.
Twenty-two out of 53 departments reached 100 percent
participation by the end of this
campaign. Employees were
given many different options
as to where to share their
gifts. They are able to donate
to different causes such as
missions, the student food
pantry, Southern trails and
the upcoming Bietz Center
for Student Life. Participants
were able to enter drawings
and win prizes, which ranged
from free Kayak smoothies to
an additional vacation day.
The School of Nursing is
one of the departments that
reached 100 percent participation.
“We give because we love
Southern and we love our students,” said Holly Gadd, dean
of Nursing. “Giving is what it

See BRIDGE on page 2

The P.E. Health and Wellness Department achieved a 100% participation in employee giving. Senior Vice President Bob Young brought
them doughnuts to show appreciation. Photo courtesy of Sandra
Araujo-Delgado.

Communication], they have
been
accommodating
and
understanding during this situation. …I know they want us to
succeed.”
Senior Nick Gonzaga, a business administration marketing
major, finds that adapting to
online classes on top of managing the pandemic’s repercussions has been burdensome.
“Personally with this shift of
moving fully online, it’s tough.
I’m working a new job… I’m
still a full-time student. And,
most importantly, I’m having
to take care of my family members because some are immunocompromised,”
Gonzaga
said. “Recently one of my family members was exposed to
COVID-19. … I’m living at their
house to take care of my nieces.
See ONLINE on page 2

After over 1,200 individuals
signed a petition for a Pass/Fail
grade system to be adopted
for the Winter 2020 semester,
Southern Adventist University
administrators declined the
proposal, deciding instead to
ask professors to be flexible
with students on an individual
basis.
The decision to not do
Pass/Fail grades was officially
announced to students on
Wednesday, April 8, at 4:09 p.m.
via email.
“Southern’s
administration
worked through the decision
with our students’ best interest
at heart,” said senior vice president of Academic Administration, Bob Young. “We focused
on how we could effectively
help the most students, recognizing the greater need for flexibility and accommodation.”
On Tuesday at 10 a.m., Young
met with Pass/Fail grade campaigners Tiago Ferreira and
Luis Moreno to inform them of
the decision to proceed with a
standard grading system.
“He did have this meeting just
to inform us, not to discuss the
initiative with us,” Ferreira said.
“The part that I’m most worried about is not that the Pass/
Fail initiative didn’t go through,
but that there was a disregard

for the student voice in the academic decision-making process
that directly influences us.”
Young responded to this concern saying, “We value the input
that students provided via the
petition, as well as from those
who contacted us directly. While
not every student weighed in, a
broad sampling did, giving us
insight into a range of student
sentiments on the topic. We
always welcome student feedback and encourage students
to reach out to us any time.”
Both Ferreira and Moreno
expressed their wish that a student had been allowed to attend
the administration’s meetings
regarding the decision about
semester grades.
“Simply allow us to be part of
these meetings,” Ferreira said.
“Allow us to voice our concerns
and opinions at a point in decision-making where it actually
matters; not after the fact, not
being told, ‘This is what’s going
to happen.’”
In an email to faculty on Monday at 7:36 p.m. (EDT), Young
announced the decision to not
use the Pass/Fail grade strategy. The email presented four
downsides that influenced the
decision: 1) Pass/Fail grades
may have a negative effect on
student admission to graduate
schools; 2) a Pass grade has no
impact on students’ GPAs, while
See PASS/FAIL on page 2

Life groups continue to meet online

The Captivating Life Group meets every Tuesday at 7:30 EST via zoom. Photo courtesy Alissa Tanguay.

Cheyenne Wilson
Staff Reporter
In the wake of the COVID-19
outbreak, most life groups have
stopped meeting in person - but
some life group leaders, such
as Alissa Tanguay, have continued meeting with their groups
online.
Before Southern moved to
online learning, 70 life groups
were active over the Winter
2020 semester according to
Anna Bennett, Associate Chaplain. And, because of student
employment changes caused by
COVID-19, Bennett claims that
Campus ministries is no longer
providing formal support or
coaches to life groups. However,
just like several life group leaders, a couple life group coaches
have voluntarily given their life
groups their support.
Of the life group leaders, Tanguay, a senior music education
major, has decided to use Zoom
to arrange meetings with her
women’s life group – The Captivating Life Group.
“When I heard that school
was closing, I knew there was
one thing that would definitely
not be cancelled if I could help
it!” Tanguay said. “We [members] have such a special bond,
and I wanted everyone to have

I wanted everyone
to have the option
to keep enjoying
the friendships
they have worked
so hard to create
this year.
the option to keep enjoying the
friendships they have worked so
hard to create this year.”
Sarah Smith, a junior health
science major, is one of the life
group members. She believes
that continuing the life group
online has been beneficial.
“We're at home doing basically nothing, so we're probably on our phones a lot more
than usual,” Smith said. “I get
a lot of notifications from Twitter, Buzzfeed, The Washington
Post, etc. about the coronavirus.
With every headline, it seems
like the news is getting worse
and worse...This creates a lot of
fear and anxiety. When I'm in a
life group, it allows me to step
away from and forget about all
the bad news for a while.”
Smith also explained that
being a part of a life group
allowed her to connect with
not only her friends, but God
as well. According to Smith, this
spiritual connection uplifts and
encourages her during these

“crazy times”.
“It breaches the gap of loneliness I think a lot of us are feeling
right now, and it gives everyone
something fun to look forward
to!” Tanguay said.
As beneficial as life groups
are, that does not mean they
continue online without difficulty. Some members, such as
Smith, have problems connecting due to varying time zones or
busy schedules.
Even so, Tanguay believes it
has had a lasting impact on her
members and herself.
“Whether it is something
small, like transforming a wet
mess into tasty cookies at the
last minute or opening a young
lady’s eyes to her true worth
and beauty, God never ceases
to amaze us,” Tanguay said.
“My relationship with Jesus has
been strengthened through this
experience, and I encourage
[life group leaders] to continue
leading your life group, or to
start leading one.”
According to Bennett, Campus Ministries is not aware of
exactly how many life groups
are deciding to continue online.
But, she would like to encourage students to gather virtually
for spiritual encouragement. If
See LIFE GROUPS on page 2
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Local businesses adjust to new normal
Organizations adapt to no-contact practices, await reopening of full services
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
When local business owner
Christine Waldrop first heard
that President Donald Trump
had declared a state of emergency for the United States, she
decided to close down the front
end of her relatively new floral
and event design shop, Blluum.
With a nursing background,
she more than understood how
important it was to help prevent
the spread of COVID-19.
“Even before Tennessee or
the county had issued any kind
of thing related to that, we
made the decision to shut our
door and have no customer
contact at that point,” Waldrop
said.

We made the
decision to
shut our doors
and have no
contact.
Since that time, as local, state
and federal governments began
to amp up rules to keep everyday citizens home, nonessential
businesses have had to close
their doors. Meanwhile, organizations that provide “essential”
services, like hospitals, grocery
stores and restaurants have
had to find new ways to continue operations while following social distancing protocols
and avoiding human contact.
For Lisa Goolsby, owner
of the Wired Coffee Bar, this
meant transitioning to curbside
pick-up and reducing hours of
operations.
“I sat down with my accountant and we looked at where
we could trim and cut back and
how we could sort of streamline our process,” Goolsby
said. “I worked hard to get
the order-online up and going
immediately, and a process in
place to be able to provide coffee in-service to the customers
who are regulars that come
every day.”
For many owners, these times
have been a testament to the
support of the local community.
Even though her inventory
has been limited as distributors

TOP: Officers practice social distancing outside of 4 Corners Cafe as a part of Chief Brian Hickman's "Business of the Day" initiative. Photo courtesy Collegedale Police Department Facebook. BOTTOM LEFT:Christine
Waldrop works on flower arrangement for her company Blluum. Photo courtesy Christine Waldrop. BOTTOM
RIGHT:Wired Coffee Bar is now offering curbside pick up. Photo courtesy Lisa Goolsby.

face their own hardships, Waldrop said that as life still goes
on, people still have a need for
flowers and gifts for their loved
ones. So, her customers have
adjusted to ordering online
or over the phone, especially
when it comes to shipments as
she offers mailing, delivery and
curbside pick up.
“I have to give God credit
for this because my orders are
coming in for things,” she said.
“I mean, I had orders called in
this morning, and I was down
at the shop filling those orders;
and it happens like that every
week.”
Although Wired has lost business and workers because of
the lack of college students,
who had to return to their own
homes, the shop is still patronized by its local regulars.
“I feel very fortunate to be
in such an awesome community,” Goolsby said. “They've
been giving very generous
tips to my employees that I'm
trying to keep employed. And

ONLINE continued from page 1
a Fail grade has the full effect of
a regular F grade on their GPAs;
3) once a grade has been converted to Pass/Fail, it cannot be
converted back to a letter grade
in the future; and 4) a change
like this has the potential to
negatively affect institution
accreditations.
Young asked professors to
consider offering Incomplete
grades for the semester, allowing students to make up partial
courses during a future term,
without having to register or
pay tuition for the class. He
also recommended analyzing
grades before submitting them
to “ensure that they are appropriate and do not significantly
depart from the typical grade
distributions for [their] courses
in the past.” And he asked them
to make their adjustments “in
a way that maintains the integrity of the academic enterprise,
while recognizing that this
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semester is significantly different from previous terms.”
“Instead of applying a onesize-fits-all approach, we are
trusting each faculty member to make accommodations
that best fit their students and
course,” Young wrote. “If we all
unite in this effort, we believe
it will yield a more favorable
outcome for our students than
other across-the-board options
would.”
Moreno personally experienced receiving a failing grade
on a quiz because he lacked
access to WiFi.
“I don’t think that asking professors to accommodate students on a case-by-case basis
will be enough,” he said. “I don’t
think it will be effective because
there are professors that just
won’t listen; but I think students
should be proud of trying to
enact change.”

The Accent encourages readers
to write articles and voice their
opinions. However, the views
expressed do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the Accent,
Southern Adventist University, or
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For any questions, comments, and
article submission information
email us at accent@southern.edu

they’ve done good with coming and buying coffee beans
or preloaded gift cards, which
has helped us with cash flow
issues.”
But for some business owners, days aren’t as busy. For
Sonya Guffey, owner of the
Mountain Oaks Tea Room, the
reality of COVID-19 has closed
her doors for the foreseeable
future.

It's just terrifying.
I'm scared for
my business. I'm
scared for the
people who work
for me.
“People come to my place for
an experience [and] they come
to spend time with people, and
you can’t do either right now,”
she said. “It's just terrifying.
I'm scared for my business. I'm
scared for the people who work
for me, like contractors and
things like that, because we're
all there. They're just as devas-

tated as I am.”
Although her business is
closed, Guffey has seen community support as many people
are purchasing gift cards to be
used once the crisis is over. But
she said the unknown timeline
is disheartening.
“You don't know how to
reschedule,” she said. “A lot
of what I deal with is parties
and weddings and events. And
nobody knows how to reschedule or when to start thinking
about it.”
Currently, to help with losses
of customers and income, the
federal government is offering small businesses loans to
help tide them over. Guffey and
Goolsby said they have both
applied for loans from this program, some of which can apply
to loan forgiveness depending
on how the funds are used,
according to sba.gov.
For Goolsby, funds received
will help the business with
keeping up with payroll and
rent, while Guffey is still waiting

to hear back about her application.
In addition to federal funding, some businesses are seeing support from more local
forms of government.
In an effort to highlight
restaurants that are still open,
Collegedale Police Chief Brian
Hickman recently began featuring eateries on the department’s social media accounts in
an initiative called “Business of
the Day.”
So far, according to their
Facebook, the police have spotlighted and eaten at businesses
such as the 4 Corners Cafe, Salsaritas, local pizza places and
many more. According to the
posts, the initiative is meant to
help show “Collegedale pride.”
Businesses are also getting
resources
and
community
support from fellow owners
and from the Chattanooga
Area Chamber of Commerce,
which has a local Collegedale/
Ooltewah Council.
In terms of looking towards
the future, Goolsby emphasized
the importance of local businesses and is looking forward
to returning to full service.

Small
businesses are
the backbone
of the American
economy.
“Small businesses are the
backbone of the American
economy,” Goolsby said. “We
do appreciate all of the support from our community, and
we look forward to being back
better than ever before and
100 percent so that we can continue to make Collegedale and
Ooltewah an interesting place
for business.”
And for business owners like
Guffey, they are just waiting for
the day that it is safe for them
to open back up to the public.
“I hope that when all of this is
over, people are going to want
to have a party and have get-togethers,” she said. “And I'm
hoping that the Tea Room flourishes through people trying
to reconnect with their loved
ones.”

LIFE GROUPS continued from page 1
any student wants to start an
online group they can contact
her at annabennett@southern.
edu. According to Bennett, students also have the opportunity to attend the Afterglow life
group by visiting: https://zoom.

us/j/6767653706 after vespers.
Tanguay also wishes to
inspire everyone to seek Jesus
in these desperate times.
“Feeling disconnected from
friends and your support system is very real, but I encour-

age you to take a step closer to
Jesus in this struggle,” said Tanguay. “Reach out and take His
hand because He has not left
your side.”

PASS/FAIL continued from page 1
So questions of what do I prioritize is something I have to question myself on the daily. And I’m
always putting my family first.”
While online classes come
with flexibility, they also require
students to work more independently.
“We have to teach ourselves
concepts,” Gonzaga said. “We
still have all these homework
assignments; and, in some
cases, added-on assignments.
We don’t have that access to
our professors that we had previously. The question I’m always
asking myself is, ‘What matters
more? Helping my family or

What matters
more? Helping my family
or passing this
class?
passing this class?’”
Concerns about the impact
on academic performance led
student organizers, Tiago Ferreira and Luis Moreno, to call
for a pass/fail grading system
for the Winter 2020 semester.
A petition launched by Ferreira,
and presented to Academic
Administration, collected more
than 1,000 signatures.

Administration declined to
adopt the pass/fail option, but
said they have asked teachers
to be flexible on a case-by-case
basis.
Some professors said they are
learning to adapt and remain
optimistic about the future
despite the changes.
“Our teaching assistants created some lab model videos
that are quite a professional
production,” said Rick Norskov,
a biology professor. “We will utilize these for years to come for
hundreds of A&P students.”

BRIDGE continued from page 1
is all about- sharing God’s love
every day in all sorts of ways,
helping students learn and succeed; providing money for scholarships and other needs. Jesus’
words are true: It is better to
give than to receive.”

Employees make recurring
gifts through payroll deduction.
A total of $42,848 has been
donated so far, according to the
Advancement office. The final
number will be recorded at the
end of the fiscal year on May 31.

“Faculty and staff consistently
pour themselves into our students with their time, talent
and treasure,” Delgado said. “
That makes Southern special. It
shows a committed workforce,
dedicated to our mission.”
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OPINION
Online classes are hard: Giving grace to yourself and others
Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
I didn’t sign up for online
classes.
Most of us didn’t.
When I stumbled across a
quiz on Southern’s website
about how suited I was for
online classes, I made a 50%. It
said I would likely struggle, but
could do it with a lot of hard
work.
Nowadays between work
and classes, I am perpetually
productive, which feels great
sometimes, but is exhausting.
So I’m deciding to give myself

some slack.
I may miss some lesser
important deadlines as I work
to prioritize which assignments, life obligations and
moments of self-care mean the
most to me and my loved ones.
I will still strive to do well in my
classes, but I am working to be
realistic about what I can handle.
And, like I am at times struggling to find a balance, I imagine that my professors may
also be working hard to adjust

to this new reality.
I know that most are
well-meaning and are probably
trying to make what remains
of school worth our investment, while understanding the
unique circumstances we all
find ourselves in.
As I pray for grace and empathy, I also hope to extend those
to my professors.
So here are a few things that
after these first two weeks of
online classes I have found to
help.

Communicate
My old Spanish teacher
always used to say, “El bebé
que no llama, no mama.” The
baby that doesn’t cry, doesn’t
eat. Don’t just assume that a
professor doesn’t care or that
he or she cannot be flexible
with you.
That doesn’t mean slack off
because they may be willing
to be flexible. But if you have
a legitimate need or concern,
it cannot hurt to reach out and
inquire about your possibilities.

Listen to your body
This is not the time to compromise one’s immune system. As much as possible, it
is important to eat, sleep and
take care of our bodies.
Drink water, and if you can,
try and get some fresh air.

We aren’t superheroes. Even
though we will persevere and
get unimaginable amounts
of work done in the next few
weeks, it is still vital to remember that we are human.

Find out what works
for you

While the online format of
classes can’t be avoided, we
can still tailor our approaches
to how we learn and prepare
for classes.
Personally, I cycle through
scheduled periods of productivity and free time. At each
hour, I work for 45 minutes
and then give myself a 15-minute break, using the clock as
my guide. That works for me
and my overactive brain. But
there are hundreds of strategies for studying, you just
have to find what fits.
In the end, remember to
work hard, give others some
slack and advocate for yourself.
You are not alone.

RELIGION

Ways to feel like a church family even when apart
Anne Pondi
Opinion Editor
Ways to feel like a church
family even when apart
What we are experiencing
right now has not happened
in a little over 100 years. Social
distancing has interrupted
normal daily activities such as
work, school, commercial businesses and social gatherings.
Unfortunately, church gatherings have also been halted
for our safety. It is easy to feel
discouraged during this time
because going to church gave
people spiritual nourishment,
a sense of belonging and family to those who didn’t have
families of their own. It is difficult to feel like a church family
now that we don’t get to physically interact.

We have to
realize that we
are a very fortunate generation
because of the
amount of technology at our
disposal.
However, for many in the
Adventist church, this situation
is seen as a wake-up call. Prior

to the quarantine, life was fastpaced, and there might have
been times when we were too
busy to spend quality time
with God. Even though there
are still online classes or work
that can keep us busy, we now
have a lot more time that we
can spend with Him and reach
out to others.
We have to realize that we
are a very fortunate generation because of the amount
of technology at our disposal.
We can take advantage of
the fact that we now live in a
global village where we can
remain connected as a family
no matter where we are. Many
churches have what is known
to many as a life groups. These
groups can remain functional
virtually using the app Zoom
or any other social media outlet. It is very important that we
check on each other during
this time because loneliness
is also an epidemic that is
affecting more people than
we think. This method can be
used to reach out and engage
especially those who are living
alone during this trying time. It

can also be used to reach out
to those friends outside of the
church or who have strayed
away from the church.
For those who are fortunate
enough to be quarantined with
family members or friends, it is
advisable to establish a routine
of weekly Sabbath services.
Just like a normal church service, start with singing songs
of worship in acapella, or let
those who know how to play
an instrument help out. Then,
have a family member give a
short devotional or sermonette. Talk to each other about
how the week went and end
with prayer. One effective
way of praying is using the
ACTS (Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving,
Supplication)
method. Every person can say
a short prayer in that order. It
is risky to visit around. But with
extra precautions, two families can gather and worship

together, and all in all it can be
a wonderful experience.

We are apart from
each other, but it is
important to check
on each other
because God has
provided means for
us to do so.
Many
churches
quickly
adapted to the situation, and
many provide live streams for
their church members. That
way church members can still
listen to sermons and songs
that are familiar to them. Some
livestreams are pre-recorded
for safety reasons, and people
are encouraged to volunteer in
order to keep the service running smoothly.
In addition, thanks to the
comment section, there is an
extra layer of community even
online. The beautiful thing
about having live sermons or
pre-recorded ones is that you
can choose a sermon based
on what you are feeling, and
you can also join different
congregations. Congregations
from churches that we used

to attend can now be easily
accessed thanks to this commodity.
Another way to feel like a
community despite the distance is to look out for our
community. There are many
church members out there that
are not able to go out and get
household supplies because
of various circumstances. The
elderly community is especially susceptible to the coronavirus due to the decline of
their immune system. It is our
duty as family to look out for
each other. We can do this by
getting into contact with any
elderly person that we know
and volunteering to go to the
store for them and dropping
off their supplies in front of
their door.
We are apart from each
other, but it is important to
check on each other because
God has provided means for us
to do so. Any action, whether
it is sending a short prayer to
a church member or sending a
devotional to a friend, can help
us remain connected and feel
like God’s family.
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Easy entertainment for the end of a busy day
Natalie Boonstra
Contributor
Relaxing at the end of the day
with a Netflix show or a good
book can be equally satisfying for me depending on what
mood I’m in. Sometimes, I find
it really important to take my
eyes off my screen for a little
bit and flip through something
tangible. Other days, I am too
sleepy at the end of the day to
even think about picking up a
book.

resolutions like decluttering
her home and organizing her
finances and tackling each of
them every month. Her insightful info leading a healthier life
goes far beyond tidying up
and taught me how to rewire
my thinking to reduce stress
and learn to enjoy more details
about life.

Books

This book is the memoir of Tara

“Educated”
by Tara Westover

Let’s be real, with a demanding
schedule, it’s hard to find the
motivation to read for pleasure.
You don’t have to be “a reader”
to enjoy a good book; the
trick is just finding something that doesn’t feel like
an assignment or you’re
forcing yourself into. The
following are two books
that were hard for me to
put down.

Westover, a woman who first
set foot in a classroom at the
age of 17. She grew up in an extremist religious family in Idaho, where she was forbidden to
attend school or receive medical care. Despite her situation,
she began educating herself
in math and grammar and was
accepted into a university, despite her family’s disapproval.
Westover received her BA from
Brigham Young University in
2008, and eventually went on to
receive her PhD in history from

Cambridge University in 2014.

Netflix
So, maybe sitting down with a
good read isn’t your cup of tea
after a long day. I get it. Here
are some binge-worthy shows I
watch on Netflix.
Love is Blind
You’ve probably already heard
about this one, considering it’s
all over social media. It’s a guilty
pleasure show, but worth your
time. The drama is priceless.

“The Happiness Project”
by Gretchen Reubin
Follow this woman’s personal journey about what
happiness really means.
Gretchen Reubin dedicates
one year to her “Happiness
Project,” where she makes

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

Follow the journey of multiple
couples who test the theory
that love is blind. In this reality
dating show, men and women
take a break from their normal
lives and enter an experiment
to see if they can find a fiancé,
with one catch: They can’t see
each other before popping the
question. Can people really fall
in love just hearing each other’s
voice? And if so, can they follow
through with the engagement
after they’ve met in person?
Twilight Zone
This classic black-and-white series, which was on the air from
1959-1964, was ahead of its
time. Every episode is a
different storyline; and
covers various genres
like fantasy, science fiction, and suspense. I
love this show for the
social
commentary
and
unpredictability,
and how it manages to
have real themes, while
remaining simple and
wholesome.

#SAUlife
Janelle Kim

Austin Bates

Luis Moreno @realluism
I’ve been living out of a suitcase as if this pandemic is temporary

Camila Oleaurre @camila_oleaurre
mad cause I look nothing like my bfs celebrity crush

Jaira Luna @jairuuuh
this 12 page paper is DEFINITELY NOT the move
janelleekim happy to sea u #SAUlife

Jonathan Vega @dababybackribs

Aubri Dancek

abatesphoto quarantine buddy #SAUlife

Andrea Sanchez

I checked in to my house on Yelp just to feel something again

Astacias Sigarlaki @astaciax
tested positive for missing socializing

Rence Arroyo @notrence
Sorry I’m late professor my mom wanted me to do the dishes

aubri.dancek #SAUlife

Melody-Joy Drummond

ms.melodyjoy 22 #SAUlife

andreeea_sanchez it’s a beautiful day to
thank God for life and all the things :) #SAUlife

Thalia Palomino

thalpals my brother is my fav person, sending
happy quarantine vibes #SAUlife
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Students renew grading
scale campaign

Talge Hall Dean Kevin
Pride to leave Southern

Life on campus during
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ACA student recalls
abrupt departure
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SEVERE STORM, TORNADO DAMAGE COLLEGEDALE AREA
Students, employees and community weather effects of storm amid coronavirus pandemic

Tierra Hayes
Managing Editor
People rarely know where
they are going to be when
disaster strikes. For those in the
Collegedale area, they -- like the
rest of the world -- were in the
middle of a pandemic crisis.
When she saw the warning
of a spotted tornado and heard
the winds begin to pick up,
Southern enrollment counselor
Kayla Rodriguez hid inside of
her tub with her sister.
Senior accounting major Dakota
Bemis and his family barely made
it to their crawlspace before trees
began to snap.
Religion professor Alan Parker
and his family ran to shelter in
their neighbor’s basement.
Senior education major Albert
Diaz and senior marketing major
Abigale Choi both found themselves in closets in different parts
of town.
And for Choi, even days later,
the reality of it all was still hard
to believe.
“I’m definitely in shock still,”
Choi wrote in a message to
the Accent on Instagram. “I’m
exhausted, and I think I’m just
[so] busy trying to clean and
help others that the full reality of what happened hasn’t
quite hit yet. Every time I start
to think about it, I just feel sick

Every time I start
to think about it, I
just feel sick to my
stomach. People
lost their homes
and everything in
it, and I just can’t
wrap my head
around it all.

to my stomach. Lives were lost
Sunday night. People lost their
homes and everything in it,
and I just can’t wrap my head
around it all.”
Facing the Storm
On the night of April 12 and
early the next morning, an
outbreak of severe weather
spread across the South. An
EF-3 tornado blew through
the Collegedale area, leaving
a path of destruction from
North Georgia to the East
Brainerd-Hamilton Place area,
into Ooltewah and dissipated
TOP: The tree outside of Hulsey Wellness Center was uprooted by the storm. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.
in Bradley County according to BOTTOM LEFT:Hundreds of buildings were severely damaged, including many houses. Photo by Abigale Choi.
the National Weather Service BOTTOM RIGHT:A damaged car sits outside of Winding Creek Apartments. Photo by Kayla Rodriguez.
and Hamilton County.
Up to 60,000 Electric Power Southern’s
campus.
While repairs, according to EPB, could Times Free Press and News
Board (EPB) customers lost around 38,000 have had power take up until next week Tues- Channel 9, more than 20 people
electricity according to their restored as of April 16, there day, April 21.
were taken to the hospital and
website, including much of are still communities waiting as
According to reports by the
See STORM on page 3

'I will miss hearing his stories':
students react to the news of
Dean Kevin Pride's departure
Taylor Dean
Copy Editor
On Tuesday, April 14, Talge
Hall Dean Kevin Pride sent
out an email to residence hall
student workers announcing
his departure from Southern. After serving at Southern
for 12 years as an associate
dean, Pride has accepted an
Athletic Director position at
Forest Lake Academy (FLA) in
Apopka, Florida.
According to Pride, who previously worked at FLA from
1991-2007 and coached the
boy’s JV and varsity teams,
he had a large role in the
start-up of the varsity basketball program in 1998. When
asked about his initial feelings
towards accepting the posi-

tion, Pride said he is ecstatic
about being back in athletics.

Students push for grade-scale
adjustment despite rejection
Administrators receive more than 100 emails

To make a living
in the athletic
field has always
been a dream of
mine.
“To make a living in the athletic field has always been a
goal of mine,” Pride said. “I
am looking forward to being
a part, again, of something I
had a role in when it began in
1997-98.”
While he is excited to be
returning to his roots, Pride
said what he will miss most
about being a dean is the
students. According to Pride,
coming to work and hangSee PRIDE on page 2

Students published a video calling for Southern to adjust the grading scale.
Sceenshot taken by Paola Mora Zepeda

Joel Guerra
News Editor

Talge Dean Kevin Pride. Photo courtesy Kevin Pride.

After a proposal that would
have given students the option
to be graded on a pass/fail scale
was rejected by Southern’s academic administration, some
students are now campaigning
for an adjusted grading scale.
Southern acknowledged student feedback on its Instagram
story earlier this week and said
it hopes to have an update by
Friday afternoon.
The proposed scale adjustment is patterned after one
recently implemented at Oakwood University, where 85 and
70 percent are the minimum
grades needed to receive As
and Bs, respectively. A 50 per-

cent is enough for a C, and the
only way students can fail a
class is by not attending. Plus
and minus distinctions are also
eliminated with this scale.
When Oakwood posted on
Instagram that it would adopt
this scale, dozens of Southern
students began sharing the
decision on social media and
called for Southern to do the
same. On Saturday night, advocate and proposer of the pass/
fail campaign, Luis Moreno,
turned the buzz into a movement with a video uploaded to
his Instagram page (@realluism). In the video, he explained
his thoughts on the decision
and asked students to email
Vice President of Student Development Dennis Negron. Accord-

ing to Moreno, Negron recommended to him that Southern
students could respectfully
email him sharing their personal struggles with the impacts
of COVID-19. The video featured
several student-leaders, including current Student Association
(SA) President Mark Galvez who
shared his struggle keeping up
with school on 40-hour workweeks at his new job.
On Sunday morning, Galvez
expanded his role in the campaign by posting an “open letter
to administration” on his own
Instagram (@markgtv). The post
reiterated the same elements
as Moreno’s video, ultimately
also encouraging students to
respectfully email Negron. As of
See GRADING on page 2
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'I couldn't wrap my head around it': ACA student
recalls abrupt ending to her Spain year abroad
Xavier Quiles
Staff Reporter

After COVID-19 led to several
travel bans, Adventist Colleges
Abroad (ACA) students were in
trouble.
Anya Smith, a sophomore
pre-nursing major, was studying abroad in Spain when the
news broke out.
On March 12 ACA announced
that all participating students
- some in Taiwan, France, and
Austria - had to go back home.
Those that arrived after government restrictions had to
endure screening and 14 days
of self-quarantine. Smith was
no exception.
Smith is from a small California mountain town, and she
loves baking and the outdoors.
She wasn’t interested in ACA at
first, but after attending a meeting with a friend, she decided
to go. Having completed six
months of being abroad, Smith
had three months left. Then
coronavirus broke out in China,
hit Italy and finally reached
Spain.
“I wasn’t super concerned
even then, just because I was
like, ‘Well, we’re in Spain. It’s
probably not going to affect
us,’” Smith said. “And then cases
started being reported in Spain,
and they were in locations an
hour or two away from the

I was scared,
not of getting
the coronavirus,
but scared that
I might not be
able to leave
the country if
Spain closed its
borders.

I’m going to go on spring break,
and then after spring break, I’ll
see how the cases are and how
bad it is, and then I’ll decide if I
need to go home.’”
But she was not able to take
her spring break trip. News of
the United State’s state of emergency reached Spain Thursday
at 3:30 a.m. Smith found out at
5:30 a.m.
“One of my friends came
bursting into my room when I

was asleep and she said, ‘Anya,
Anya, you have to wake up!’”
Smith said. “And she shook
me awake, and she was really
emotional. And I thought, ‘Oh
no, something bad happened.’
And she said, ‘We have to leave,
Trump is closing the borders,
we have to get out of here.’”
Smith’s friend already had a
plane ticket and left within the
next five hours.
“I remember feeling this
shock come over me, and I
didn’t even believe what she
was saying was true. I had just
woken up, and it was super startling; I was really shaken up. I
couldn’t wrap my mind around
it that it was actually real.”
Students were supposed to
take finals that day because
ACA uses the quarter system,
but everyone was buying plane
tickets and packing.
“It was so abrupt, saying
goodbye to people that fast,
under those circumstances;”

Smith said, “it’s just not the
same. You don’t get to have your
last, ‘Oh, this our last time going
out to eat or last time traveling
together.’ It’s all snatched away
from you.”
During this time, the packed
airports were in disarray. Student’s flights were delayed or
canceled because of the travel
restrictions.
“A lot of people had problems
actually getting home and being
able to have their tickets stay in
effect,” Smith said. “Thankfully,
mine all stayed through.”
Smith’s ACA school was in
Segunto, Spain; from there she
drove to Valencia, took a flight
to Frankfurt, Germany, and then
flew to San Francisco.
“Going through customs and
coming back into the United
States, the line was super long
because there were so many
people coming in,” Smith said.
“I didn’t actually have to go
through screening for the
virus when I got in the states.
But I know a week or two after
I landed, they put screening in place so you had to get
checked… I missed that, thankfully!”
Smith left on Friday March 13
and ended the trip with only five
hours of sleep over a two-day
period.
“But I got home,” Smith said.
“That was the important part.”

a man they can look up to and
rely on, and Dean Pride has
definitely been that man for the
guys in Talge Hall,” Ambroise
said. “The thing I’ll miss the
most is having someone to look
up to on campus.”
While Pride says he will miss
his Southern family immensely,
he is grateful for the memories he will take with him back
to Florida.Visits from students,
developing and managing daily
worship teams and the support
from his Southern family are
moments that Pride said he will
always cherish as some of his
favorite memories.

According to Pride, he is looking forward to the teachable
moments when he and the
coaches will have the opportunity to incorporate lessons that
will apply not only to sports, but
to everyday life as well.
Junior chemistry major Allan
Sison, who worked as Pride’s
student dean, said Pride is a
coach at heart and connected
a lot of life lessons to sports,
which a lot of young men at
Talge could relate to. While
Sison expressed that Pride will
be greatly missed, he believes
this new position will fit him
well.

“I will miss hearing his stories.
He has so many with great lessons to take from them,” Sison
said. “He gets to go home.”
Dean of Students Lisa Hall,
says while Pride’s departure is a
definite loss, the residence hall
staff are happy for him because
he is returning to his passion.
According to Hall, there haven't been any considerations
for a replacement yet due to
the current uncertainties of the
coronavirus’s effect on future
enrollment.

Anya Smith smiles for a photo during her Spain study abroad trip.
Photo courtesy of Anya Smith.

school, and so I was a little more
worried then.”
Then the last week before
spring break, at the beginning
of March, Italy closed its borders.
Smith said, “I was scared, not
of getting the coronavirus, but
scared that I might not be able
to leave the country if Spain
closed its borders. And I figured, during that last week of
school while we were there, ‘Ok,

PRIDE continued from page 1
ing out with the students was
what he looked forward to
most because of the laughs
and encouragement that were
exchanged.
“Over the years, a handful
of students would leave me
encouraging notes and Bible
texts,” Pride said. “Those notes
were great, and I have kept
them all.”
In light of Pride’s announcement, many students have
expressed sadness about his
departure, but are grateful for
the memories made and impact
that he has had.
According to sophomore

'God did not
make us to
be alone':
Student
shares what
it's like for
those left on
campus
Kelly Gustrowsky
Staff Reporter
In the wake of the spread of
COVID-19, the vast majority of
students vacated housing by
March 23; but some students
still remain on campus.
According to associate dean
of Thatcher Susan Pennington,
about four percent of students
were allowed to stay, a number composed mainly of international students and those
whose programs require too
much hands-on experience to
be done online.
Othello Thomas, sophomore
Automotive Service major, still
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accounting major Josh Esten,
Pride’s “know-where-you-came
from, have-pride-in-it, and work
hard” mentality is what made
him a role model for many students.
“When you get to know him,
he becomes like a father figure
far from home. That’s what he
was for me,” Esten said.
George Ambroise, junior health
science major, said that while
he is sad to see Pride go, the
FLA students are lucky to have
him. He also reiterated how
Pride has become a father figure away from home for many.
“I think that every guy needs

GRADING continued from page 1

Othello Thomas works on a car. Thomas remains on campus although
most students have left. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

attends classes in Ledford Hall.
“[Automotive Service] is a
hands-on major, and we can’t
fix cars remotely,” he said.
All remaining students been
relocated to Southern Village to
keep them concentrated. Students are not allowed to fill out
leaves, and curfew is at 11 p.m.
Due to the small number on
campus and coronavirus concerns, all food service locations
have been closed except the
Village Market, according to
Southern’s website. There, the
Deli’s hours have been limited
and supper is no longer served.
Many compare Southern to a
ghost town. With all the restric-

tions from the virus, the students are isolated.
“It’s depressing, honestly,”
Thomas said. “God did not
make us to be alone and isolating [ourselves] most of the day;
and not interacting with people
is difficult.”
However, the living restrictions are sometimes better
than what the students might
face at home.
“I’m glad I can stay,” Thomas
said. “Where I live is shut
down;and also I get to continue doing what I love here at
school.”

The Accent encourages readers to write articles and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Accent, Southern Adventist University, or the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.
For any questions, comments, and article submission information email
us at accent@southern.edu

Thursday morning, the video
and post had received over
2,500 views and 1,300 likes,
respectively.
According to Negron, he
responded to 118 emails
regarding the situation on Sunday alone. By Monday afternoon, he had received several
more but was unable to effectively answer them due to a
lack of internet access caused
by a tornado that hit the Collegedale area on Sunday night.
Negron said most emails were
not in regards to the proposed
grading system, but instead
expressed disagreement with
the pass/fail rejection. A very
small minority showed support
for the decision. Another small
group did not take a side but
just informed him that they are
praying for administrators.
“Some of the situations
described by some students
are
truly
heart-rending,”
Negron said.
Moreno said that the emails
will serve as proof of student
struggles in an upcoming
meeting where he and at least
two other students will discuss
potential solutions with the
administration. The meeting
was originally scheduled for
Monday but has since been
postponed due to the tornado damage that has caused
classes to be cancelled April
13-17. Additionally, in an April
14 video addressed to the
Southern community, President David Smith said he will
be meeting with Galvez with

the same topic in mind. According to Galvez, the meeting will
take place tomorrow morning,
April 17.
In an interview, incoming SA
president Sheryl Kambuni who
was also in Moreno’s video
said she is not supporting the
proposal just because of her
future position, but as a regular student.
“When I ran, I promised to be
a voice for the student body,”
Kambuni said. “More than that,
the stress that I see students
going through is human, and I
hurt for and with them.”
Similar to Kambuni, Galvez expressed that he empathizes with students who are
struggling under the impacts
of coronavirus and spoke on
behalf of students who do not
have the privilege to focus on
school.
“If you have the privilege of
having a home, rent paid, food
made, utilities paid, insurance
secure, reliable WiFi, gas in
your car, you, my dear friend,
are privileged. I have emails
from students that are suffering like you wouldn’t believe,”
Galvez said. “Our friends are
unemployed. Our own classmates are seeing their parents depressed. We have
households that have run out
of money and [only] rely on
prayer. How can you focus in
an environment this tense?
How can you perform at your
very best when you cannot find
peace and quiet?”

For more related news, visit our website at accent.southern.edu
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continued from page 1
at least 12 people died between
southeast Tennessee and North
Georgia.
These numbers include three
from Hamilton County, including a 4-year-old toddler whose
story was shared extensively
on social and news media platforms as his mother asked for
prayers for his recovery.
Making a difficult situation worse

While according to Campus
Safety Southern’s campus saw
minimal structural damage, the
storm caused a campus-wide
WiFi and power outage for
about two days, except for in
Wright Hall and the Village Market, which ran on generators.
Because
these
outages
extended to many faculty members and students in the area
and made web services such
as eClass unreliable, distance
learning instruction was canceled for the following week,
from April 13-17.
“This extended cancelation
makes an already difficult
semester more challenging,
with an added loss of a week’s
worth of instruction,” wrote
David Smith, president, in an
email to faculty. “I apologize for
this, but there is no other alternative, especially since this new
event adds further frustration
and stress to our students.”
For students in the area, the
storm is another blow to the
normalcy of life in college.
On Tuesday, Bemis found
himself in the parking lot of
Walmart in order to get phone
coverage. At the time, his power
was still off and the stress of
the storm on top of school
and coronavirus concerns just
seemed to be too much.
“Especially with the storm, it's
just it's really stressful thinking
about my assignments that I
have to do,” he said on Tuesday.
“Because I don't have electricity,
I can't charge my computer. I
can't go to Starbucks to get WiFi
and power. So it's overwhelming because I don't know. I don't
know anything and being the
person I am I like simple things.
I think it puts me in a very
stressful state. So I've been very
on edge the past couple days.”
On Monday, Choi decided
to share her story and plea for
action from the university while
sitting in her car at the top of a
hill in hopes of finding cell service. She wrote that while she
was a good student, her priorities and entire life had been
adjusted, something she said
many students could relate to.

We're all suffering in one way or
another; life as
we know it has
come to an end.
“We’re all suffering in one way
or another; life as we know it
has come to an end,” she wrote
in her Instagram post. “It seems
to be one thing on top of the
next and school has quite literally been the last thing on my
mind. So I am asking that you
please be patient with us. I am
asking that you let our voices be
heard, that you give us a vote
on what is happening to us academically.”
In an email to students, Smith
called for professors to make
adjustments to class structures
and schedules as a week of
instruction would be lost and
many students were now in
even less of a position to fully
focus on school. He reiterated
this point in a similar email to
faculty.
The university administration
is also currently looking into
further academic accommodations, after over 100 students
sent in emails after a proposal

During the storm, a trampoline ended up in the pool in Albert Diaz's backyard. Photo courtesy Albert Diaz.

for the option to have pass/fail
grading was declined.
Lending a hand
Concern for the spread of the
coronavirus still looms, something Rodriguez feels will make
the time harder as people aren’t
able to comfort others in ways
they would have previously.
“You can’t even come together
as a community because you’re
still worried about getting sick!”
she wrote.
But despite the concern,
people have still found a way
to provide support as the virus
becomes secondary in the face
of a loss of life and possessions.
For example, the Collegedale
Church of Seventh-day Adventists is working to organize
volunteers to provide assistance to those in need. Those
interested in finding ways to
help or to request help can visit
collegedalechurch.com/tornadorelief. Local government
resources can also be found at
collegedaletn.gov.
In the early hours after
the storm and into the next
few days, city officials asked
that most citizens stay home
because of downed power lines
and trees and to give better
access to emergency workers
who searched to locate those
who may be trapped.
Initially, Parker and a group
of volunteers ventured out on
Monday to help a fellow church
member. But when they saw
there were others they could
assist, they stayed.
One lady tried to turn his
group away as she didn’t have
any funds to pay them, but
was moved to tears when they
assured her they were just there
to help, free of charge.
“I’ve just been amazed by the
kindness of everyone everywhere,” Parker said. “When
there is a pressing need in a
time of crisis, it seems to bring
out the best in the worst of us...
and I’ve seen a lot of people
coming together.”
Southern students and staff
members can also reach out
to the school for assistance if
needed.
Looking towards the future
Now in the aftermath of the
storm, Diaz emphasized the
importance of reaching out to
friends and family members
during this time to check on not
only physical but the mental
wellbeing of those in the area.
“Some people might not have
gotten affected directly by getting their house blown away,
but mentally this is just one of
those things that no one sees
coming,” he said. “No one's
ready for it.”
Despite all of the uncertainty
and destruction, while times
are tough, the serving spirit of
the local community gives Diaz
hope for the future.

Over 150 structures were damaged during the storm, including many houses. Photo by Abigale Choi.

LEFT: Fallen trees decorate the parking lot at Winding Creek Apartments on Ooltewah-Ringold Road. The
apartments are owned by Southern Adventist University. Photo by Kayla Rodriguez. RIGHT: Albert Diaz took
photos as he drove through heavily damaged areas. Photo by Albert Diaz.

One of more than 150 structures were damaged during the storm. Photo by Abigale Choi.

“This city will bounce back,”
Diaz said. “I met people in my
neighborhood that jumped to
help so quickly with people that
had a lot of damages even if

they didn’t know them. The people in this city look out for each
other.”

This city will
bounce back...The
people in this city
look out for each
other.
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Southern administration
reverses pass/fail decision

Students have option to choose pass/fail after final grades released

Wright Hall Photo courtesy Marketing and University Relations

Joel Guerra
News Editor
After back and forth student
petitions, Southern Adventist
University's
administration
announced its approval for
optional pass/fail grading on
April 22. According to an email
from President David Smith,
this temporary policy change
for Winter 2020 is meant to
help mitigate the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic and
the recent tornado in the Collegedale area.
According to the email, professors will continue to grade
undergraduate students on a

letter-grade scale and submit
those as final grades. Once
students receive their grades,
they will have the choice to
fill out an online form selecting which grades, if any, they
would like to convert to a “P”
or “F” grade. The form will be
available by May 18 and due
on May 22.
As stated in the email, per
existing academic policies, a
D- or better qualifies for a “P”
grade in general education
and elective courses while a
C- or better will qualify as a “P”
grade in most major or minor
courses. “P” grades will not
impact GPAs in any way but an

“F” grade will have the same
impact it would on a regular
grading scale.
But not all courses will be
eligible for pass/fail grading. According to Southern’s
newly created pass/fail grading option webpage, “School
deans and department chairs
can exempt certain courses
and/or programs from the
P/F option when accreditation or other considerations
require letter grading.” A list
of exempted courses will be
available on the website when
finalized.
This approval comes more
than three weeks after it was

proposed by students and two
weeks after it was originally
rejected by Academic Administration. The petition created
by senior international development studies major Tiago
Ferreira on March 31 received
over 1,000 signatures in less
than three days and now has
more than 1,200 signatures.
According to Smith, the reconsideration began last week following a tornado that struck
Southern’s campus and surrounding areas. “It became
more apparent that the impact
of that event on both faculty
and local students was signif-

Southern cancels SmartStart program for
2020, moves all summer sessions online
Madison Reinschmidt
Staff Reporter
In a recent email to faculty, President David Smith
announced that Southern will
be unable to hold the SmartStart summer session this year
and will move all classes online
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Academic
administration,
with the support of university
leadership, continues to review
academic programs that may
need to be modified due to the
pandemic,” Smith wrote in the
email. “Recently, Administration
determined to continue with
only online instruction for all
summer sessions. In addition,
SmartStart will be canceled for
2020.”
According to Smith, moving
to online classes hinders the full
purpose of SmartStart, which
is to help freshmen feel comfortable on campus before the
full work of the fall semester
begins.
“By going to all online courses
for the summer, it is believed

See PASS/FAIL on page 2

A letter from
the Asian Club
president
Emily Dee
Contributor

It has been an eye opening
experience holding leadership
positions within Asian Club for the
past two years. There is a sense of
pride that radiates from every one
of our Asian Club members of just
how proud they are of their heritage. So much so, that it made me
even more proud of my own ethnic
background. So, in honor of Asian
Pacific Heritage Month, I decided
to do a little digging into my own
family history to understand more
in depth where I come from.
Though my mother is of European descent, my father is full
Chinese. Oddly enough, neither
of my grandparents were raised
in China. My grandma was actually raised in Singapore and her
mother was from Indonesia. She is
the only girl in a family of six brothers and was the first in her family
to leave home. She speaks 4 dialects of Chinese, and fluent Malay,
like her mom. She is the reason I
can semi-fluently speak Mandarin.
My grandfather, who is Chinese
See ASIAN CLUB on page 2

Emily Dee. Photo courtesy Emily Dee.

Southern refunds students
$2 million, prepares for
possible drop in enrollment
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief

Miranda Delgado sits in a SmartStart class.
Photo courtesy Marketing and Univesity Relations

that we cannot effectively fulfill
the purpose of SmartStart to
help incoming students experience Southern’s campus life in
person prior to the rigor of the
fall semester,” Smith wrote.
“Enrollment Management
staff will begin communicating to our incoming freshmen
class that SmartStart is canceled for this summer, but that
a free class comparative to the
one that they would have taken
during SmartSmart will still be
available to them. Details about

the specific plans for this will
be worked on with academic
administration.”
Dionne Felix, associate vice
president of Academic Administration, said Southern has been
taking the threat of COVID-19
seriously and hopes to make
the best and safest decisions for
the students and faculty. When
making decisions, Southern
has monitored the recommendations given by the Centers
for Disease Control (CDC), the
See SUMMER on page 2

After Southern transitioned
to distance learning and asked
students to return home due
to COVID-19 concerns, the
Administration started working to refund students for any
unused meal plans and prorated housing fees. The compensation amounts to about
$2.1 million in reduced revenue for the university, and
other financial impacts are
expected.
According
to
Financial
Administration Vice President
Tom Verrill, all refunds have
already been reimbursed to
students, with most of them
being applied to their student
accounts before the end of
March. The only exception is
students who were allowed
to stay on campus due to academic hardships or inability to
return home.
In addition, Verrill says the
Administration is reviewing the

possibility of refunding certain
lab fees for some classes on
a case-by-case basis. Executive Director of Budgeting and
Financial Analysis Doug Frood
estimates that about $125,000
could be returned to students,
though the exact number has
not been computed yet.
“We are trying to evaluate
by class,” Frood said. “But
it is difficult to determine
because there are still things
that were purchased and may
have already been used. And
so, those [fees] would not be
refunded. But, if there were
aspects of the lab fees for services or for activities that are
not going to be able to take
place, then those lab portions
of the lab fees are refunded.”
To alleviate the net impact,
Southern has discontinued all
personnel travel, frozen the
hiring of new individuals and
halted non-funded capital
spending. According to Frood,
the University has saved about
See FINANCES on page 2
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2020-2021 SA and Senate interview
applicants online via Zoom
Trisney Bocala
Copy Editor
Only two weeks of classes
remain and Southern Adventist
University’s Student Association
(SA) and Senate still have positions to fill for the upcoming
school year.
“I imagine that so many
potentially interested individuals are so involved in doing well
with a new platform of study
that next year is just not a priority,” said Dennis Negron, vice
president of Student Development.
Student Media Editors
According to Negron, who
meets with all applicants in a
second round of interviews
before they are hired, SA has
not yet appointed editors for
any of the student media positions. Applications have been
received, but classes were
moved online before all of the
interviews could be completed.

Using the Zoom
online interface
will be a first.
...Obviously, it’s
not our first choice
but, under the
circumstances, it’s
the best thing we
can do.
“Using the Zoom online interface will be a first,” said School
of Journalism and Communication professor, Stephen Ruf,
who oversees the first round
of Student Media Board inter-

2019-2020 SA members smile for a photo.
Photo courtesy Paola Mora Zepeda.

views. “Obviously, it’s not our
first choice but, under the circumstances, it’s the best thing
we can do.”
According to Ruf, the media
board interviewed two candidates today via Zoom, Thursday,
April 23, one for Studio 4109’s
Executive Producer, the other
for Strawberry Festival Producer. The board plans to interview the remaining applicants
and select the Accent Editor in
Chief, Memories Editor, Studio
4109 Editor, and Strawberry
Festival Director next week.
Negron expressed his concern for how the late hiring of
the Student Media Board will
affect the appointees’ ability to
assemble a team for next year,
but he hopes that applicants
are taking the initiative to talk
to students on their own.
“One question that always
gets asked of candidates is,
‘Have you already started work-

ing on putting a team together,
if you win?’” he said.
Senators
According to executive vice
president for the 2020-2021
school year, Marcus Abejar, Senate applications closed on April
19. Seven returning senators
were hired, but 13 seats remain
unfilled as virtual interviews
are still being conducted. There
will be another opportunity for
more applicants to interview in
the fall.
“I am extremely confident
that individuals who find themselves applying for a position of
leadership have already taken
the first step,” Abejar said. “We
are all experiencing life very differently; and I see that there are
still students who want to make
a difference through Senate,
even through all the hardships
we are facing at this moment.”

FINANCES continued from page 1
$350,000 in student labor and
expects to save about $100,000
in utilities for the months of
March, April and May.
Currently Southern has not
made any cuts to faculty and
staff. Faculty members have
already received contracts for
the 2020-21 academic year,
and the university has committed to keeping all personnel on payroll until May 31. At
that point, Administration will
reevaluate the situation.
Though most departments
were asked to reduce their
expenses, Verrill said no cuts
have been made to student
recruitment efforts.
Verrill predicts that the greatest financial impact on the
university will depend on the
number of students who enroll
next semester. According to
the Chronicle of Higher Education, 16 percent of high school
seniors who expected to attend
a four-year college full-time
before the outbreak of COVID19 are now considering a different route. This includes taking
a gap year, working full-time or
enrolling only part-time.
Before the university closed
down, there were almost 200
university tours scheduled for
March and April. All in-person
campus-tours have been cancelled since then, but enrollment is still offering virtual
tours. According to Director
of Admissions Rick Anderson,
these tours include a customized interaction with students,
admissions staff and academic
faculty.
Verrill also worries that there
will be a decreasing number of
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returning students due to the
financial situation some families may be going through. NPR
reports that more than 26 million Americans have lost their
jobs since March.

I think in the longterm, the biggest
unknown [financial]
impact this will have
on the university is
families making decisions about college.
“I think in the long-term, the
biggest unknown [financial]
impact this will have on the
university is families making
decisions about college,” Verrill
said. “Whether they will choose
more local options or community colleges…or whether they
will see the value of an on-campus Christian private college
experience. At this point, it’s
hard to tell.”
Verrill
said
institutional
scholarships, which make up
about 32 percent of the tuition
budget, will not be affected
next school year.
“If anything, I see us finding ways to provide additional
funds for those who need it,”
Verrill said. “I think there will be
a change [to scholarships], but
I don’t see there being a reduction.”
Last month, the United
States Senate passed a $2
trillion coronavirus response
bill called CARES Act. The bill
is meant to help businesses
keep afloat by providing an
economic hardships relief.
Of that money, about $14 billion is being allotted to colleges and universities across

the country. According to the
U.S Department of Education,
Southern should be allotted a
bit over $2.4 million. The bill
says that half of this money has
to be used to support students
through Emergency Financial
Aid Grants going to students.
In addition, an email from
President David Smith last week
said that, besides the government aid, Southern has set up
a COVID-19 Student Relief Fund
for students who are experiencing financial hardship. The
fund is supported by alumni
and donors.
According to the email, for
the application process, students will have to provide documentation showing how they
have been impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Nursing freshman Dwayne
Tambingon is not sure he will
return to Southern next school
year. Because of COVID-19, his
father is currently out of a job;
And as an international student, Tambingon cannot work
outside of campus.
“My mom is currently the
only person in our family who
is receiving money from her
workplace,” Tambingon said.
“[We] still have payments that
are due for tuition, so we are
struggling as a family.”
Students who have experienced significant financial disruptions, such as from a parent’s loss of a job or significant
bills from hospitalization of a
parent that are not covered by
insurance, should contact the
Student Finance office at studentfinance@southern.edu.

The Accent encourages readers to write articles and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Accent, Southern Adventist University, or the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.
For any questions, comments, and article submission information email
us at accent@southern.edu

PASS/FAIL continued from page 1
icant,” Smith said in an interview. “At the same time, we
were becoming more aware of
what the student experience
was with online learning.”
Additionally, Smith said that
many of the doubts that originally made Academic Administration hesitant became
more clear in the weeks after
the petition was turned down.
He said they now believe that
many post-graduate programs will be more flexible
with “P” grades than originally
expected. For example, he
said, Loma Linda University’s
School of Medicine may accept
“P” grades from applicants but
also place more value on the
MCAT test scores than usual.
After it was rejected the first
time around, students shifted
their petition and began
appealing for an adjusted
grading scale similar to ones
implemented at Oakwood
University and other academic
institutions.
Junior psychology major
Luis Moreno, who helped lead
both petitions, said he was
shocked and a little confused
when he first heard the pass/
fail option was approved.
“I feel as though the students, in general, were rooting for the grading scale
change even more than they
were rooting for the pass/
fail option, so it might be a
little disappointing,” Moreno
said. “I hope that the pass/
fail option helps the students
somehow.”
Moreno also noted that
whether they had already
been previously accommodating or not, many professors grew more lenient after
the tornado impact caused
classes to be cancelled last

week. He hopes this will help
people in unique situations.
“Everyone who is affected
has their own unique situation.,” Moreno said. “No one
is 100 percent unaffected by
going to distance learning.”
However, Smith said that he
and many others from Admin-

Everyone who is
affected has their
own unique situation. ...No one is 100
percent unaffected
by going to distance
learning.
istration and faculty felt as
if the adjusted grading scale
altered or diminished the
meaning of a grade too much.
He believes the adjusted scale
had a very narrow chance of
being passed by the University Senate which is made up
of mostly administrators and
faculty.
“If you say that a C grade is
from 50 to 69 percent, and if
a D grade is from 0 to 49 [percent], you're basically saying
the grades don't mean anything.”
Smith encourages all students considering converting to a P/F grade to consult
with their academic advisors
first to address whether it is
the right move for them or
not. Smith also noted that he
admires students for their
hard work during this unique
semester.
“I really appreciate our students. They have been knocking themselves out. They've
been trying to make this
work,” Smith said. “It's been
very hard for them, and these
are hard circumstances for
all of us so I admire them for
hanging in there.”

SUMMER continued from page 1
World Health Organization
(WHO), as well as state and
county officials.
“The safety of our faculty
and students is vitally important,” Felix said. “We have
made these decisions by seeking God’s wisdom and guidance through individual and
group prayer.”
Southern still has not made
a decision about whether or
not student workers in the
Collegedale area will be able
to return to their jobs this
summer.
“Unfortunately, it’s too early
to tell what will be possible,”
Felix said. “We will continue
to monitor the recommendations of health officials and
evaluate the campus employment needs on a case-by-case
basis.”
Through these unprecedented circumstances, students may be concerned

about how the fall semester
may change and what should
be expected.
“Like the rest of higher
education institutions, Southern is looking to the fall with
hope. It’s still too early to
know how the pandemic situation will resolve, and how
that may affect enrollment,”
Felix said. “Still, we have seen
many students express their
desire to return to in-person
classes, their friends, and the
campus events and spiritual
atmosphere that make Southern special.”
While the future is uncertain, Felix believes Southern
will continue to consider the
needs of its students and
make the decisions to best
keep everyone safe.
“Southern students can
expect us to continue to offer
remarkable, Christ-centered
education,” Felix finished.

ASIAN CLUB continued from page 1
My grandfather, who is Chinese by blood, was raised in
the Philippines. He spoke fluent Tagalog and did prison
ministry in the Philippines.
He was the chemistry teacher
at Philippines Union College
(PUC).
Uncovering my family’s history was a lesson. All this time,
I would tell people that I was
Chinese, having no idea that
my grandparents were actually in touch with the cultures
of Indonesia, Singapore, and
the Philippines as well.
I encourage you all during
this quarantine time to take
a minute and call your grandparents or relatives to do a
little digging into your ethnic
background. Sometimes we
get so caught up in the chaos
of life that we don’t take the
time to reach out to the peo-

ple that make us proud of the
ethnicity that we represent.
Being Asian is more than just
incredible food, strict parents, good grades and taking
your shoes off before walking
in the house. Asian culture
means family comes first,
respect for your elders, working hard for the things you
want in life, and never settling
for less than what we know we
are capable of.
Thank you to the Asian student body for not only allowing me to be your president
and showing me the beauty
behind all of your cultures, but
encouraging me to embrace
every part of who I am as well.
#HoppaAndProud
Emily Dee
Asian Club President 20192020
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OPINION
Recognize our presence: A letter to American screenwriters
Aimee Anunciacion
Contributor
With the popularity of the
show Grey’s Anatomy reaching its peak in the late 2,000s,
many healthcare-related TV
shows have followed suit. Honorable mentions being “Private
Practice,” “House M.D.,” “New
Amsterdam,” “The Resident,”
and “Chicago Med,” to name
a few. After spending hours
bingeing on “Grey’s Anatomy”
and “Chicago Med” throughout
high school, I noticed something missing in these shows.
While the majority of screen
time is run inside ICUs, public
health offices, and med labs, I
wondered:
Where are the Filipino
nurses?
If you walkedinto a hospital right now, anywhere in the
U.S., I guarantee that you will
see at least ONE Filipino healthcare worker there. According
to a report done by AJ+, Filipinos make up 20 percent of all
nurses in the State of California, while as a whole only making up roughly 4 percent of the
state population. The show
Grey’s Anatomy, which is based
in Seattle, Washington - number 5 in cities with the highest
concentration of Filipino-Americans - has been running for
sixteen years without a single
Filipino nurse cast.
So, this now poses the question: If there is such a prom-

inent presence of Fil-Ams in
reality, why is there an absence
of them on the big screen?
During the 70th Emmy’s
Awards show, host Michael
Che jokingly teased, “As we
all know, TV has always had a
diversity problem. I mean, can
you believe that they did 15
seasons of ER without one Filipino nurse? Have you been to
a hospital?”
In response, Yong Chavez,
entertainment reporter of
ABS-CBN (a media group in the
Philippines) stated on Twitter,

“I’ve tweeted about the lack
of Filipino nurses in US medical shows so many times. Glad

So this poses
the question:
If there is such
a prominent
presence of FilAms in reality,
why is there
an absence of
them on the big
screen?

it finally made it as an Emmy
joke. Now please take it seriously now, Hollywood.”
It seems that there is an
apparent discrepancy in the
representation of Asian-Americans. Even the term ‘bamboo
ceiling’ was coined in 2005 by
author Jane Hyun. And while
this was 15 years ago, the
phrase is still relevant today.
It has been typical of
Asian-American
actors/
actresses to fulfill a particular stereotype on screen controlled by Western perception.

Some of the most common
stereotypes include martial
artists who don’t speak a lick
of English, emasculated men,
and exotic women. Though
the majority of Asian-Americans themselves were born in
the United States, they are still
seen as foreign.
Yet, these occurrences are
contradictory to themselves.
Asian-Americans are underrepresented in universal roles in
film while the Asian roles are
filled in with non-Asian actors.
Hollywood is not new to
replacing these roles with their
preferred Caucasian counterparts, namely Scarlett Johansson, playing the lead role of
Motoko Kusanagi in the Japanese anime-based film “Ghost
in the Shell.” Johansson was
even digitally probed to appear
with more “Asian features.”
When will the Asian-American be portrayed as simply,
American?
Though there has been evident progression within the
film industry in recent years
(which I MUST acknowledge),
all Asian-cast movies such as
“Crazy Rich Asians” in 2018 and
four Oscar-winning “Parasite”
of 2019, there is still a long way
to go.
Do better, Hollywood.
Sincerely, a proud Filipino-American.

RELIGION

A new layer of respect: How my Filipino heritage
influenced my relationship with God
Desther Camacho
Contributor
A new layer of respect: How
my Filipino heritage influenced
my relationship with God
Growing up in a Filipino
household, I remember always
having to say titles, addressing someone of authority
only by their last names, and
doing gestures out of respect.
For example, we use the title
“Kuya” and “Ate” to address
someone older than us as a
sign of respect. We have this
gesture for the elderly where
we bow, grab their hand, and
press it against our forehead
to show that we honor them..
There is a distinct difference in
how people are treated based
on age, status, and background. An accurate generalization I can say about Asians
is that respect is highly promoted and enforced from a

Because of
my culture, I
learned how to
respect my parents, to respect
others and to
respect God.

young age. I believe this
aspect of my upbringing has
positively influenced my spiritual walk. Because of my culture, I learned how to respect
my parents, to respect others,
and to respect God.
The word “respect” surfaced in almost every lecture
I received as a child, and even
now. It came to the point
where I could tell when and
where my parents would insert
the topic in their lectures.
But it was not exclusively my
parents teaching me about
respect. The topic came up in
church, school, and among
family members. I remember
constantly being reminded of
the fifth commandment, which
says to honor your father and
mother. As a child, respecting
my parents felt like a duty so
that I could live and be prosperous. And for the longest
time, to have a long life and be
successful was my motivation
to be respectful. Then I grew
up and realized that because I
respected my parents, our parent/son relationship was benefitting. Because they taught
me to respect them, I saw and

appreciated their hard work to
provide with food, a home, and
an education.
I grew up in the Philippines
and my family was on the
poorer side. The mayor of our
city was the leader of a drug
cartel, and the city we lived
in was not safe. Despite the
unfavorable environment, this
element of respect from my
culture as well as the Bible
allowed me to enjoy what I had
to the fullest.
School taught me how to
respect others, too. The teachers were not our friends, and
we always had to address them
properly and speak to them in
a respectful manner. There
was an obvious gap in status
between students, teachers,
and other staff. During breaks,
there were fewer boundaries and we could play around
more; but the atmosphere
changed once we entered the
classroom. Since preschool,
we were taught to be attentive when it was someone
speaking. We were taught to
be respectful of what people
said no matter how ridiculous
it sounded or no matter how

much we disagree. Though this
idea of respect was not always
followed, it left a great impression on me and I grew up
doing my best to understand
others. Because of my culture,
I know how to respect people,
how to get along with people,
and how to love people.

Without Christianity, my life
would have
been full of
legalism, tradition, and lifeless customs.
Because of Him,
I can look at
my culture with
thanksgiving
and a little bit of
humor.
Growing up Asian, as well
as in a Christian home, heavily influenced my behavior
towards God. This component of respect from my culture transferred over to how I

treated Him. Respecting God
was a natural result because
I learned how to respect my
parents, elders, and friends.
This showed in how I behaved
in church, prayed, and how I
talked about Jesus. In the same
way that I noticed my parents’
hard work and dedication, I
saw God’s love in my life. In the
same way that my relationship
with my parents and friends
was healthy because of mutual
respect, my relationship with
God was positive and full of
awe.
The respect factor of my
culture dictated my religion
and how I practiced my religion. However, the God of my
Christianity made my religion
alive. What I mean by this is
that without Christianity, my
life would have been full of
legalism, tradition, and lifeless
customs. Because of Him, I can
look at my culture with thanksgiving and a little bit of humor.
God put meaning behind the
emphasis of respect, respectful words, and gestures that
my culture has installed in me.
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LIFESTYLE

Your culture is beautiful: Let no one
stop you from embracing it
Megan Yoshioka
Lead Reporter
During World War II, my
grandmother experienced a
lot of racism for being Japanese-Okinawan. Because she
lived in Hawaii, she was not
relocated to an internment
camp. However, the government raided her home and
confiscated
several
items
including a katana, or samurai sword. They forced her to
burn her Japanese books and
to speak English in public. She
struggled at school because at
that time she only knew Japanese. Whenever she tried to
ask her teachers something in
Japanese, they told her, “No,
say it in English.” She couldn’t
even ask to go to the bathroom.
Personally, I have never
faced that level of racism and
I am grateful for it. I have only
experienced mild forms of discrimination like someone commenting on my “chinky eyes”
or attempting to make a joke
about how I “bombed Pearl
Harbor.” However, that doesn’t
mean that racism is a thing
of the past. There are many
Asian-Americans today experiencing hate crimes because of
the fear caused by the COVID19 pandemic.
In Manhattan, CBS News
reported that a woman of
Korean descent was punched
in the face by another woman
who, according to the victim,
told her, “Where is your [exple-

tive] mask, you coronavirus
[expletive?]”
In Midland, Texas, ABC News
quoted an FBI document
reporting that “three Asian
American family members,
including a 2-year-old and a
6-year-old, were stabbed…
The suspect indicated that he
stabbed the family because
he thought the family was Chinese, and infecting people with
the coronavirus.”
A PBS article shared more
Asian-Americans’ experiences
of being coughed at and being
told to “go back to China.” In
a CNN opinion piece,
one contributor wrote
that her cousin wears
sunglasses to “hide
her Asian traits when
going outside during
the COVID-19 pandemic.”
During Asian-American Heritage Month,
it is difficult to celebrate your culture
when you want to hide
and protect yourself.
Even though this is a
discouraging time, I
encourage my fellow
Asian-Americans
to
embrace their heritage in the face of discrimination. Take the
measures you need to
take in order to protect yourself, but also
take time to appreciate

If it is possible, I urge you
to hold onto
the parts of
your culture
that make you
unique. It would
honestly be a
shame to lose
a part of yourself because of
someone else’s
ignorance.

your background.
After World War II, my grandmother lost significant personal items such as books and
family heirlooms. She could
still understand Japanese, but
her ability to speak the language became limited. None of
this was her fault, and I found
her situation really upsetting.
If it is possible, I urge you to
hold onto the parts of your culture that make you unique. It
would honestly be a shame to
lose a part of yourself because
of someone else’s ignorance.

Bryant Oei
Contributor

I always asked myself growing up, “Where do I belong?” I
never fitted in with the groups
around me; there was always
one thing that didnʼt seem right
to me. Either I was too Asian
with my non-Asian friends or
I was too Americanized with
my Asian friends. I always felt
like an “In-Between.” I used
to be ashamed of my culture
that I avoided introducing
it to friends who I thought
would judge me. I used to be
ashamed of my culture and
introducing my culture to my
friends because I was afraid
they would judge me.

When I came to
Southern, I was
introduced to the
Asian Club, and
I fell in love with
the community
that I found in it.
However, when I came to
Southern, I was introduced
to the Asian Club, and I fell in
love with the community that
I found in it. Everyone was so
welcoming and loving. I got
to learn more of my roots and
was surprised to know that
there were more people like
me. It was crazy seeing that I
wasnʼt the only one who went
through this identity crisis. I
can now say that I love being
an Asian American, and that is
all thanks to the Asian Club.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

Learning
to love my
culture

#SAUlife
Sara Long

Shirali Pathak

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
Things I don’t trust:
The little red line over my mic on zoom

Joel Guerra @j8war
Having a typo on my first tweet ever from my professional account
was very on-brand

Abigale Choi @abbynicole19__
I feel like I’m living in the beginning of a zombie movie

sarachristinelong #SAUlife

Luis Moreno @realluism
Teachers are playing themselves if they think students will actually
do their zoom tests “closed book”.

Sherley Registe

spirals13 new home #SAUlife

Dante Dornburg

Aimee Anunciacion @aiancn
really tryna write a paper but ‘Le Festin’ from TikTok KEEPS PLAYING
IN MY HEAD

Issac Abraham @theindianissac
Since my dating life has been destroyed, anyone down for a zoom
date? I dont mute or walk out of frame. I promise.

shallaybenatural_ 2020 ain’t over yet.#SAUlife

Laura Westberg

ms.melodyjoy used to be a Flying Lady now I’m just a quarantined one #SAUlife

dante__38 Toilet papering someone’s house
would be a major flex right now#SAUlife

Ethan Wu

_wuzer Late with my own birthday post? Oh well,
I’ll do better on my 21st #SAUlife
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Student teachers
adapt to working
online with their
students
Sam Oliveira
Staff Reporter
After Southern Adventist University moved to online-instruction for
the rest of the 2020 winter semester, many programs—including
student teaching that require
off-campus practicums—faced
uncertainty about how they would
continue. Pheobe Maciel, a senior
English education major, was one
of those students.
"When I left Southern two days
before spring break, …they told
me that I was still going to come
back and teach at Collegedale
Academy. It became apparent
that Collegedale Academy was not
going to be open and that I wasn't
going to easily be able to return to
Southern,” Maciel said. “I was just
kind of wondering what's going
to happen. … It’s not something
that you can just do from home,
because you need a student in the
classroom."
According to Director of Teaching Krystal Bishop, “All programs
across campus have had to rise to
the challenges. Our challenges are
somewhat unique due to the fact
that much of the learning takes
place in K-12 classrooms, and that
was abruptly ended.”
Despite the rapid changes,
Bishop said the situation shouldn’t
hold seniors back from graduating
in May as all of Southern’s student
teachers still have placements.
“All students will graduate
according to their scheduled completion. We were able to provide
placements for each of them. And
even though the requirements
have gone through some necesSee STUDENT TEACHING on page 4

Fighting on the front lines:
How Southern community healthcare
professionals are impacted by COVID-19

Medical masks sit on a surface. Photo by Mika Baumeister on Unsplash

Madi Reinschmidt
Staff Reporter
Healthcare professionals
across the United States continually face extreme circumstances while working on the
front lines to fight the virus.
This issue has affected Southern students and faculty with
healthcare workers in their
families as well.
For many, direct exposure
to the virus brings added
stress to life at home. Healthcare workers have had to take
extra precautions to keep
their family members safe.
“My husband is a nurse
practitioner and works at a
family office,” nursing professor Kerry Allen said. “He

My family is very wary of who
we let come into the house and
where we go when we leave.
wears a mask when he is at
home and conforms to social
distancing from our family.
He has also been keeping a
distance by living in the basement.”
The issue becomes even
more prevalent when there
are family members who are
more susceptible to catching
the virus.
“Providing for a household
with a newborn grandson, and
a daughter who has Crohn's
during the outbreak of COVID
has been stressful for my
mother, who is a nurse,” said

Serving Palau:

The student who stayed behind

Alexis Lavertue, senior mass
communication advertising
major. “Because we have a
newborn in the house—my
nephew—there
is
added
stress about bringing germs
in from outside. My family is
very wary of who we let come
into the house and where we
go when we leave.”
Beyond the worries of health,
many healthcare professionals have faced financial struggles as well.
“The reduction in my mom’s
work hours has caused our
family financial stress and has

Kelly Gustrowsky
Staff Reporter
Despite the threat of COVID19 around the world, Student
Missionary Joe Mixon opted
to remain in Palau, the tiny
group of islands in the Pacific
Ocean north of Australia and
east of the Philippines.
“[I chose to stay in Palau
because] school is still happening online and the kids
need me here to keep going,”
he said.
Mixon, working on his master’s in Global Community

[I chose to stay in Palau
because]...the kids need me here
to keep going.
Development, teaches freshman geography, sophomore
world history, junior U.S. history, and senior government.
As of April 29, there were
no suspected or confirmed
cases of in Palau. As of April
29, there were no suspected
or confirmed cases of COVID19 in Palau, according to the
country’s ministry of health.
The lack of cases convinced

Mixon to stay; however many
others went home due to the
uncertainty of flights.
According
to
Christian
Bunch,
Student
Missions
Director, 37 Student Missionaries went home after spring
break, including three from
Palau.
Even though Palau has not
been affected yet, Mixon said
See PALAU on page 4

See HEALTHCARE on page 4

Southern alumnus creates
new company to produce
protective equipment
Cheyenne Wilson
Staff Reporter

Joe Mixon with his students in Palau. Photo courtesy of Joe Mixon

forced my mom to find other
means of income as a travel
nurse,” Lavertue said. “The
thought of my mother working in a local hospital wasn't
as threatening as the thought
of her traveling to a different
state for work.
“When she first applied for
the travel nursing position,
they wanted to send her to
New York City, New Orleans,
or other locations saturated
with COVID,” she continued.
“Although she declined those
offers and settled with one in
North Carolina, it is stressful
knowing she'll be out on the
front lines, still fighting for
her family, but now much further away.”

Southern Adventist University
alumnus Seth Hill started a new
company called Kinetik Sourcing to produce Personal Protective Equipment in response to
the coronavirus pandemic.Since
the company began, Hill has
sold 50,000 units of PPE – both
to hospitals and other consumers in need.
Hill started at Southern with
a construction management
degree, but after going on a
mission trip he decided that he
wanted to pursue business. He
started his entrepreneurial journey with Swayy – an insulated
hammock and camping gear
company.
“I knew that I wanted to do
something different with my
life,” Hill said, “I realized that I
really liked creating new things,
creating brands and designing
things people would flock to.”
With his establishment of
Swayy, Hill decided to create
Kinetik Relations - a consulting company in Asia. But with
the escalation of COVID-19 in
Wuhan, Hill’s colleagues in Asia
asked if his company could start
providing masks to the area.
“We shipped them protective
equipment,” said Hill. “I reached
out to a couple of my friends
who worked in health care just
to gage the need [for masks]
… it was a barrage of emails of

I realized that
I really liked
creating new
things, creating brands and
designing things
people would
flock to.

people inquiring about getting
PPE.”
The increasing demand for
protective equipment has made
Kinetik Relations – now renamed
Kinetik Sourcing– more successful than Swayy.
“We’ve made more revenue in
two weeks [with Kinetic Sourcing] than Swayy has made in its
entire life,” Hill said.
Kinetik Sourcing now serves
various businesses and hospitals including Dominion Senior
Living Center, Morning Pointe
Senior Living and several clinics
across the U.S.
Hill has also been providing
masks to the common public
on the direct consumer info and
order page on Swayy’s website.
Hill claims to lower the price by
grouping individual orders into
one, larger order. He said this
provides a “competitive price”
so consumers can buy what
they need without paying too
much for an excessive amount
of masks.

See PPE on page 4
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News

Michaela Lewin
Public Relations

L-R: Daijah Stowe, Sierra Correia, Tierra Hayes, Mish Hughes, Michaela Lewin

L-R: Graphic Design, English, Mass Communication, Marketing, Public Relations

Rodny Aquino
Business Management

Cindy Ma
Theology

Joi McClellan
Music

Brenda Ramos
Media Production

Madeline Mace
Fine Arts & Religious

Priya Roberts
Nursing

3 | Thursday, April 30, 2020

For more related news visit our website at accent.southern.edu

News

Celebratingthegraduates

L-R: Joel Negrillo, Mark Galvez, Angelica Rodriguez, Dakota Bemis, Autumn Dunzweiler
L-R: Accounting, Theology, Social Work, Accounting, Mass Communication

Kaitlin Joy Callahan
Nursing

Rebecca Oxentenko
Accounting

Delaney Harris
Psychology

Heather Carr
Nursing

Emily Ramirez
Nursing

Britni Barlow
Health Science

Michael Branda
Biology research and Religious Studies
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“Do what you can. If there’s
an opportunity for you to be
able to supply people with
what they need – do it. ...There
are a million different things
you can do,” Hill said. “I would
say don’t be afraid to act. ...I
believe if you have good intentions and are making smart
decisions… and if you have
God on your side then there’s
nothing you can’t do.”

continued from page 1
According to Hill, Kinetik Sourcing produces KN95
masks which are currently
approved by the Center for
Disease Control (CDC) as an
alternative protectant to the
N95 mask. Both are said to
decrease the spread of contamination through respiratory droplets.
While Hill has been successful in providing masks to consumers, he still encounters
challenges. There is a lot of
stress involved with meeting
such a large demand for face
masks, managing shipping
problems, as well as staying
up-to-date on CDC regulations.
Even so, Hill loves being
a part of his business as he
enjoys, “working together to
see a project come full circle.”
Ultimately, Hill said that
he wants Kinetik Sourcing to
enable people to be “together

Seth Hill. Photo courtesy Seth HIll.

more” as he believes that
together we are stronger, and
together we can overcome this
situation.
“We’re still offering security
and comfort to a lot of people
by being able to provide this

type of gear,” Hill said. “[We
give them] confidence to be
able to walk forward, to go
onto the front lines or wherever they are.”
Hill encourages other businesses to help in this crisis.

I believe if
you have good
intentions and
are making
smart decisions… and if
you have God
on your side
then there’s
nothing you
can’t do.

HEALTH CARE continued from page 1
The University Health Center (UHC) also had to make
changes due to the pandemic
and has adapted to a telehealth approach to meet students’ needs.
“At this time, we are not seeing patients in the clinic anymore – with few exceptions
for immunizations, allergy
shots, etc.,” said Michelle Mix,
nurse practitioner for the
UHC. “While we miss the students and are looking forward
to returning to our normal
healthcare model, this new
telehealth capability means
we are able to reach students
who have returned home and
A visualization of the novel coronavirus. Illustration by Fusion Medical Animation on Unsplash.
continue to provide continuity
of care, which is invaluable in
the treatment of chronic conditions.”
“It is a blessing to be able to
help students across the counyou see someone in public
try through this difficult time,” scary and stressful experience other professions.
“Remember
that
medi- wearing hospital scrubs, don't
Mix continued. “While we are for many of our students and
still working full days, we are staff, but we want everyone to cal professionals are giving shy away from them. Instead,
only present in the clinic from know we are still here for you their lives and doing what give them a smile and thank
they can, day after day, to them for their sacrifice. Don't
8:00-12:00 daily and work from – even if you are far away!”
People who work in the help us overcome this pan- let fear deter you from being a
home 1:00-5:00. Students or
staff needing assistance are medical field are at a higher demic,” Lavertue said. “Social bright light during this seemstill able to call or email and risk to get the virus, making distancing is important. But ingly dark time.”
will be responded to promptly. their lives more difficult and our voices travel, and saying
This pandemic has been a dangerous than for those in 'Thank You' goes a long way. If

Remember that medical professionals are giving their lives and doing what they can, day
after day, to help us overcome this pandemic.

PALAU

continued from page 1
the locals treat the threat similar to
people in the United States. “There
are two extremes just like everywhere else. On one end, you have
people without a care in the world.
And, on the other end, you have
people who are absolutely freaking
out. On average, though, I think
people are okay as long as we
don’t have a confirmed case here.”
Contact has been a little harder,
but still perhaps better than in
other places, Mixon explained.
“We have definitely been self-isolating for a while,” he said. “But
now that we are sure we don’t have
any cases here yet, we can be a bit
more social.”.
Like Southern and many other
places, transitioning to online
schooling has been challenging for
the school. With daylight savings
time, Palau is 14 hours ahead of
Southern (EST), making it difficult
to continue teaching for those student missionaries who returned to
the United States.
“It’s been tough work,” he acknowledged. “But we are getting through
it together.”

It's been tough
work, but we are
getting through
it together.
With his decision to remain on
the other side of the world during
this pandemic, Mixon is grateful for
the continued support from friends
and family. “They are all very supportive of anything I feel called to
do,” he said.
Mixon believes there is a lot of
confusion surrounding COVID-19.
“I don’t necessarily buy into any
one thing,” he said. “I’m just focusing on what matters—spreading
the love of God until Christ comes
again.”

I’m just focusing on what
matters—
spreading the
love of God until
Christ comes
again.

STUDENT TEACHING continued from page 1
sary revisions, the completion
is assured as long as each student-teacher continues with completion of the revised requirements,” Bishop said.
However, for Maciel, the campus shut-down created a significant impact due to her being in
the Pacific Time Zone. Therefore,
she has to wake up at 5:30 a.m. to
be able to virtually teach her students at Collegedale Academy,
which is in the Eastern Standard
Time Zone.
Despite the time zone differences, Maciel has felt disheartened by how sudden her student
teaching experience changed.
“I was super excited to be in the
classroom and meet my students
and have those face-to-face interactions,” Maciel said. “ …We were
planning really cool things to do
in the classroom. We were going
to have a 20s party because we
were [reading] ‘Great Gatsby,’

Editor-in-Chief
Paola Mora Zepeda
Managing Editor
Tierra Hayes
News Editor
Joel Guerra
Advisor
Alva James-Johnson

I'm really hoping that by
August we're
back in the
classroom....
When [teachers]
don't have that
personal interaction with students, it really
affects how
much motivation we have.
and we were going to have a day
where [students] could dress up
and come eat food. Obviously, we
can't do that online.”
Some have concerns regarding the teaching in general and

what’s going to happen moving
forward by next fall.
“I am really hoping that by
August we’re back in the classroom,” Maciel said. “When [teachers] don’t have that personal
interaction with students, it really
affects how much motivation we
have.”
While there is still uncertainty
surrounding what will happen
going forward at Southern,
Bishop gives students some
words of encouragement.
“We continue to be committed to providing you with teaching and learning experiences
designed to nurture you as teachers of excellence,” Bishop said.
“Teaching is all about flexibility
and problem-solving, and this
disruption to the status quo may
make you stronger teachers in
the future. Every day the faculty
are praying and planning for your
success now and in the future.”

Pheobe Maciel. Photo courtesy Phoebe Maciel.

The Accent encourages readers to write articles and voice their opinions. However, the views
expressed do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Accent, Southern Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
For any questions, comments, and article submission information email us at accent@southern.edu
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Letter from the editor
A journey of learning and growth: Thank you for letting me serve you
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
A bit over a year ago, despite
part of myself telling me I
wasn’t ready, I decided to apply
to be the Editor-in-chief of the
Accent. Now, after finally reaching the end of the road, I have
only one thing to say about the
experience: What a journey it
has been.

I think in the
end, though, the
biggest emotion my mind is
going through
right now is a
wave of nostalgia as I look
back at the year.
I am currently filled with a
mix of emotions. A portion of
me is relieved that I actually
made it to the end (there was
a point in December where I
really considered throwing in
the towel). Another part of me
is excited about what is coming
ahead, both for the Accent and
myself.
There is a piece of me that
is still kicking myself over the
mistakes (those on the front
page that everyone noticed
and those small ones that only
a few did).But the other half is
overflowing with pride as I look
at the issues my team put on
each week (Many don’t realize
all the work that goes behind a
single issue). I think in the end,
though, the biggest emotion

my mind is going through right
now is a wave of nostalgia as I
look back at the year.
The thing is, I could not have
gotten this far by myself. So,
there a few people I want to
thank.
First of all is my advisor, Professor Alva James-Johnson. She
pushed me to do better and to
not be satisfied with a mediocre job. She has called me out
when needed, but also stood
up for me time after time.
I need to thank my professors at the School of Journalism and Communication. They
have advocated the importance of student media on
campus while also providing
constructive criticism to help
us grow.
I could also not have done
any of this without my Accent
team. Though I was supposed
to be the one guiding them,
many times they were the ones
teaching me. They stepped up
when sometimes I couldn’t,
and they comforted me when it
got too hard.
I especially want to thank
Tierra Hayes and Joel Guerra.
Tierra, you’ve been a great
mentor and friend. Thank you
for showing me the reins, and
for doing it so patiently. Joel, I
really admire your work ethic
and enthusiasm. Thank you
for always going the extra mile
and looking after even the
smallest details.
I also want to thank my Student Association team. Though

things were not perfect, I knew
that I could always count on
your support. Thank you for
the laughter, late weekends
and all of the love.
Someone I could not leave
out of this is my roommate
Betsy Cortez. She is the one
who had to see me at my best
and worst. She looked after
my health and put up with my
complaining, and she did so
without ever complaining herself.
A special thanks goes to my
parents. They’ve been my supporters since day one. Even
though they live thousands of
miles away, I know that they
prayed for me every day.
Finally, I have to thank God.
He gave me the strength to get
through this year, and the passion to do this job.
It’s been an amazing journey,

thing I love. I feel encouraged
knowing that I have grown
while recognizing that there
are still areas that I need to
improve. I feel reassured that
I am in the right major, and

ecstatic that I will be doing this
for the rest of my life.
Thank you, everyone, for
allowing the Southern Accent
to be the students’ voice and
allowing me to be a part of it.

Thank you
everyone for
allowing the
Southern Accent
to be the student’s voice and
allowing me to
be a part of it.
but I don’t think I am at the end
of it. Here is the deal: despite
the crying, the late nights, the
errors, and frustrations, I have
loved every single moment I’ve
spent working with the Accent.
I feel blessed to be doing some-

RELIGION

God is calling us to live by faith: learning from the
struggles and prayers of Habakkuk
Andrew Korp
Contributor
It is easy right now to look
around at all the tragedies and
wonder where God is in all of
this. First, we had COVID-19
force us all off the campus that
we love dearly. And then, to top
it all off, we had tornadoes run
rampant in the South destroying many homes and stores.
Church doors are closed,
and pastors are preaching to a
camera rather than a full congregation. We are sealed in
our homes not able to have the
social lives we once had. Extroverts are in desperate need
of recharge with others, and
introverts are overcharged and
need to expend their energy. I
do not know what is happening
in your life, but I know it is not
easy. Recently, have you found
yourself asking where God is?
Have you found yourself asking how can God allow all this
pain, suffering and hurt?

Remember, your
circumstances
do not change
who God is. God
is always and
forever will be
love. Nothing
will ever change
that. God’s ways
are so far above
my level of comprehension and
so far above my
ways.
Well, sometime around 640615 B.C., a certain individual
was asking the same questions
that you may be asking yourself. His name was Habakkuk.

Habakkuk was having a
conversation with God about
all the evil that he was seeing
around him. Life in Israel had
become corrupt and evil and
Habakkuk was observing all
of this. He asked God many
questions relevant to our lives
today.
In Habakkuk 1:2-3 he asks,
“How long, Lord, must I call
for help and you do not listen
or cry out to you about violence and you do not save?
Why do you force me to look at
injustice? Why do you tolerate
wrongdoing? Oppression and
violence are right in front of
me. Strife is ongoing, and conflict escalates.”
Ever ask any questions of
that nature? I know I have. But
God’s response after Habakkuk’s second prayer astounds

me and gives me hope. In
Habakkuk 2:4 God says these
words, “But the righteous one
will live by his faith.”
Throughout the beginning
of this short book, Habakkuk
is questioning who God is
because of the circumstances
around him. In a way, you
could say that Habakkuk is
allowing his circumstances to
define God. God never directly
answers his questions. But,
rather, He constantly reminds
Habakkuk of who He is and the
main characteristic of God that
is seen throughout the book is
a Sovereign God. A God who

allows kingdoms to rise and
fall. A God who allows certain
situations to arise so that He
can work through that situation and bring about the salvation of His people. This is the
character trait that God calls
Habakkuk to have faith in.
Remember, your circumstances do not change who
God is. God is always and forever will be love. Nothing will
ever change that. God’s ways
are so far above my level of
comprehension and so far
above my ways. I will not
understand everything that
happens around me, nor am

I called to understand everything. I am called to have faith
in the very character of God.
As I put my faith in that character, I hope to turn out like
Habakkuk, whose confidence
is restored when he writes the
final words in the book, “Yet I
will celebrate in the Lord; I will
rejoice in the God of my salvation! The Lord my Lord is my
strength; he makes my feet like
those of a deer and enables me
to walk on mountain heights.”
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LIFESTYLE
Enjoying your summer break from home: Five things
you have to try while quarantined
Bailey DuBose
Lead Reporter
Summer break is usually a time when college students do internships, summer camp jobs, vacations and/or summer classes. But with the unprecedented times we are
facing because of the coronavirus, most of our summer plans have probably changed. But we shouldn’t let that stop us from enjoying our summer break.
Why should students still have a good summer? Because we deserve it. Students across the nation had to deal with the unexpected closure of their universities and
make the quick decision of how they were going to pack up their dorm rooms in less than a week. After moving out, they then had to deal with the uncertainty and stress
of online classes on Zoom.
Because our summer plans may have been cancelled, we should instead use this new free time to refresh ourselves. For me, I have found that a few things have already
been helping me to do a recharge. Spending time with friends and family, finding a new hobby and relaxing have already made all the difference.
Here are some ways you can improve your summer 2020:

1. Spending it with
friends and family
Here me out. I am not saying
we should pack bags to go and
have sleepovers, because staying at home to social distance
is still very much important and
necessary. I am suggesting to
schedule video calls with your
friends and have it be a regular
scheduled get- together. You
can create funny Powerpoints
and present them on Zoom,
have a movie night or just have
a check-in. By keeping in touch
with friends and family, it could
make quarantining just a little
bit easier.

2. Finding a new hobby
Because I knew we would
have to be in quarantine, I
started water painting. While
I am definitely not a good artist, I find that it allows me to
get off of my phone and use
my imagination. Some hobbies
you could explore are learning
a musical instrument, cooking,
knitting or gardening.

3. Relaxing
We have just finished a very
hard semester. We should treat
ourselves by relaxing. Some
ways you could do this is by creating a regular sleep schedule,
taking a calming bath or watching the sunrise and sunset.

5. Rereading an old
book
This is an activity I completely
recommend because I am sure
we all have a good title on our
shelves. Reading books is not
only good for the brain but it
allows us to take our eyes off of
our devices. I finally have time
to read “Les Miserables.”

4.Getting our bodies
moving
Working out and exercising
does not have to be a chore
but rather a fun time to get
our bodies moving. My favorite
activity has been playing Just
Dance. They recently made it
available to play on your phone
and laptop. Some other activities you can try are taking a
walk, following a Zumba routine or bike riding.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Alejandro Sanchez

Adele Uta

Taylor Dean @taylitafajita

me: *is not a mom*
also me: *only reads blogs written by moms*

Monica Mendoza @monicafoorever
So who’s going to help me hide my credit card so it can stop me
from buying unnecessary stuff online?

Gia Arroyo @giannimairie
I’ve been more illiterate than usual these days

Jonathan Rodney @shelovestheRod
at this point, my mustache has grown its own bangs.

hondocubansanchez Can’t wait to explore
more of this earth with you! #SAUlife

Heather Mariano

adeleuta_xox wn honor of wearing sweatpants for a whole month :) #SAUlife

Josh Donesky

Stephanie Chavez @stephychav

But seriously, where are you guys finding the motivation to do homework ??? I’ve been staring at my computer for a good hour .

Luis Moreno @trealluism
The first church service when things open up is going to HIT

thatsheather i was supposed to have my junior recital

this evening but i guess corona had other plans.#SAUlife

Emily Turk

emilyturk photoshopping my way around the
world #SAUlife

jdonesky #SAUlife

Stephanie Siliezar

stephanie_siliezar ya girl got stung by a bee
after taking these #SAUlife
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Southern
COVID-19
task force
prepares
for fall
semester

'The goal is change. Voices need to be heard':
Students join global movement for racial justice

Taylor Dean
News Editor
On May 7, Southern sent a
survey to all students via email
following a previous announcement that the campus will
reopen for fall semester. The
purpose of the survey was to
help Southern's Fall Campus
Preparedness Task Force in
making sure all areas on campus are ready to open up safely
and appropriately.
According to the email, the
survey included questions that
fell into two general categories: 1) How willing you are to
live with additional safety precautions in order to minimize
infection risk on a residential
campus, and 2) What you feel
your response would be if cases
of COVID-19 were detected on
campus during the Fall 2020
semester.
“While the current plan is for
Southern Adventist University
to open its campus back up to
residential life for the Fall 2020
semester, we recognize that the
university does not control how
the COVID-19 pandemic will
play out across the country over
the next few months,” the email
said.
The questions in the survey
asked for student feedback in
areas such as their likeliness to
return and their willingness to
abide by new procedures on a
changed campus. As stated at
the end of the email, the survey closed at 1 p.m. on May
15 . Results have not yet been
released.
According to Vice President
See TASK FORCE on page 2

Louisville Police use concealment and tear gas to push back protesters an hour prior to curfew. Photo by Xavier Snyder.

Taylor Dean
News Editor
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
Protests
flooded
streets
across the country and calls
for justice spread on social
media as thousands mourned
the death of George Floyd, an
unarmed black man who died
in the custody of Minneapolis
police. The May 25 incident also
sparked outrage among Southern students, many who spoke
up about the tragedy.
According to CNN, former
police officer Derek Chauvin,
who pressed his knee into
Floyd’s neck, was originally
charged with third-degree murder and second-degree manslaughter. But as of Wednesday June 3, the charges were
upgraded to second-degree
murder. Additionally, the three
other officers who were present
at the scene of Floyd’s killing are
now facing charges of aiding
and abetting second-degree
murder.

Though the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement started in
2013, it has gained significant
momentum over the past week
as many on social media continue to demand justice for the
2020 killings of Floyd, Ahmud
Arbery and Breonna Taylor.
Clinical psychology sophomore Karissa Osorio is one of
the students who spoke out via
social media against the racial
injustice that many have experienced, including her own family, as her mother’s side of the
family is black. On social media,
she shared multiple ways to help
in the BLM movement.
“I have shared links of petitions that people can sign to
help us get one step closer to
justice for those who have died
at the hands of those who were
supposed to protect them,”
Osorio said. “[I] posted books
that people can read to educate
themselves, as well as dates,
times and locations of BLM pro-

tests. I’ve been consistent with
showing those on my social
media what is happening in our
country, whether it be police
brutality or people at protests.”

The most important thing we can
do to support is
to move forward
together, to remember the purpose of
why the movement
was created, and
not get sidetracked
from our goal.
Osorio said the Black Lives
Matter movement has become
a voice for pain and struggle
that the black community has
had to deal with for far too long.
“The most important thing
we can do to support is to move
forward together, to remember
the purpose of why the movement was created, and not get

sidetracked from our goal,” Osorio said. “That goal is change. …
Voices need to be heard. People
are tired of seeing injustice.”
Junior history major Xavier
Snyder lives in Louisville, Kentucky, and joined the protests in
his city last Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. Though the demonstration started out peacefully
on Friday, Snyder said, as the
night progressed, it eventually became more violent. Protesters began breaking windows, destroying ATM machines,
spraying graffiti on walls and
even started some fires. Police,
standing in a straight line, tried
holding protesters back by
shooting pepper balls and tear
gas.
“It [the tear gas] hurts. It
really hurts,” Snyder said. “Your
mouth burns. Your eyes burn.
You try to wipe your eyes, but
the gas is on your hands, too.
It’s a horrible experience.”
See BLM on page 3

'When the baby got sick, that's when my From the editor: We are
fear really tightned up': A mother shares still here to inform you
her experience with COVID-19
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief

Fuentes poses with her husband and children during a family trip. Photo courtesy of Angela Fuentes

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief

Though the doctors had not
yet confirmed it, Angela Fuentes, a mass communication
online student, recognized the
symptoms.
First, her mother-in-law got

sick, with a fever reaching over
103 degrees. Then, three days
later, her husband started experiencing strong headaches,
coughs and loss of taste. Not
long after, Fuentes started feeling weak with fatigue.

It was difficult, and Fuentes worried for her husband
and mother-in-law. But none
of that compared to the day
when Fuentes’ youngest son, a
one-year-old toddler, woke up
See FAMILY on page 2

I’ll be honest. After a long
school year filled with projects
and sleepless nights, I felt tired.
I reviewed my last assignment
and turned in my last test, ready
to sit back and relax.
But the truth is that news
does not stop just because you
do. News does not go on summer vacation or end once you’ve
received your grades. Our community is experiencing constant
change. We are living in a time
that will mark history forever.
And so, the Southern Accent is
ready to keep reporting.
This is the very first time the
Accent has continued to produce issues during the summer.
Though a bit different from the
publication published throughout the school year, we are still
aiming to bring you the latest
information about your school
and community.
The summer 2020 version of
the Accent will encompass two
pages of news, a half a page of

religion and a half page of social
media. The issues will come out
once every two weeks for a total
of six summer issues. In addition, we will constantly update
our social media accounts for
any breaking news. You can find
us on Instagram (@sauaccent),
Twitter (@Southern_Accent) and
Facebook (@the.southern.accent).
Like always, we want to hear
from you. If you have any story
ideas or questions for the
incoming school year, please
email me at paolam@southern.
edu. Our team is always eager
to accurately and fairly report
that which concerns our audience.
We thank you for your continuous support and for trusting the Accent to be your voice.
In a world that is in chaos, be
assured that you can count on
us to keep you informed.

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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Task Force

Family

of Student Development Dennis Negron, the task force will
review all the feedback, make
a final decision within the next
week, and release an official
document with new procedures
and changes, which is expected
to be released on June 10.
The official document will list
new policies, safety and health
regulations and describe what
the Fall 2020 semester will look
like in terms of campus life and
social distancing rules.
“For academics, we’re asking
ourselves what we have to do
to make sure that classes can
be held safely,” Negron said. “...
In residence halls, we’re looking
at what we need to do to make
sure that students living in the
residence hall are safe. We’re
looking at how we’re going to
run Saturday night student
association programs, intramurals, and Gym Masters.”
Additional considerations the
task force is evaluating include
things such as enrollment
numbers, handling legalities,
hosting convocations, earning
worship credits and the possibility of making classes a hybrid
between online and in-person.
According to Negron, an example of managing large classes to
practice social distancing could
be having students attend
in-person class once a week by
signing-up for which session
they will be attending, and then
meeting online for the rest of
the week.
In regards to enrollment and
the legalities of returning to a
changed campus amidst the
coronavirus, Negron says there
is a task force designated to
look into all the legalities, as
well as one that is focused on
enrollment management and
the financial implications that
could result.
“We have a group that’s looking into the legalities. If a student comes to school here and
gets the coronavirus on our
campus, what are the legalities
of that? We’re looking at everything,” Negron said.
The enrollment management
task force is taking into consideration the current enrollment
numbers, the projected enrollment for the 2020-2021 school
year and what those numbers
might mean for areas such as
residence life and finances.
Numbers for incoming freshmen are currently better than
last year’s numbers, according
to Negron. However, transfer
student numbers are lagging.
“If there is a silver lining here,
last year our transfer student
numbers lagged from the previous year, yet still turned out
okay once the semester began,”
Negron said. “Retention of former students, though, will be
key; but those numbers I have
not received yet.”
Students, parents and faculty
can expect to receive a document via email on June 10 that
will entail new policies and procedures, as well as the plan for
what the 2020 fall semester will
look like.

coughing.
“When the baby got sick,
that's when my fear really tightened up,” Fuentes said. “When
my mother-in-law and my husband got sick, I was scared,
and I was worried. But I didn't
cry. But when my son got sick,
I cried.”
The family went to the hospital. Doctors tested them for the
flu and strep throat, but Fuentes knew that it was something
else. On March 27, their results
arrived and confirmed Fuentes’
fear: It was COVID-19; and all
of this happened in less than a
week.
Once the first symptoms
began showing, the family
started social distancing among
themselves. They all wore
masks inside the house and

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

kept a distance from each other.
Fuentes’ mother-in-law stayed
inside her room, only coming
out to pick up the food Fuentes
would leave by her door. When
Fuentes’ husband started feeling ill, he pitched a tent behind
their house and remained there
for the following weeks.
Though Fuentes tried to
isolate as much as possible
and disinfect everything she
touched, she could not leave
her five sons alone.
“That was hard because, for
the most part, I felt like I was by
myself,” Fuentes said. “Having
to take care of my mother-inlaw, having to take care of my
husband, having to take care of
the kids— all on top of me not
feeling well, either — it was definitely a struggle.”
A few days after receiving
their test results, her second
oldest got sick, too. From that

It's not about me
or you. It's much
bigger than that.
In the following days, symptoms would come and go, until
mid-April when they completely
stopped. Fevers left, coughing
ceased and Fuente’s fatigue
disappeared. Her husband
took down the tent and moved
back into the house. Her children were finally able to play
together again, and her moth-

er-in-law joined them for dinner
once more.
It had been a bit over three
weeks since the family received
the positive results, and finally
things were feeling normal again.
Still, Fuentes says her family
is still following stay-at-home
orders and only going out when
necessary. To her, such precautions are the best solution right
now.
“I know that nothing lasts
forever, whether it's good or
bad. But [COVID-19] is very
real, and I want people to take
it seriously,” Fuentes said. “It's
not about me or you. It's much
bigger than that. It's about others. How would you feel if your
carelessness was the reason
someone else got sick?”

Senate Leadership Scholarship Committee to choose from top candidates
Bailey DuBose
Staff Writer
The application process for
the Student Association (SA)
Senate Leadership Scholarship
opened up to eligible student
leaders across the Southern
Adventist University campus earlier this year.
At a Senate meeting on March
4, 2020, Natasya Panjaitan and
Rodny Aquino presented a proposal for additional funding for
the scholarship, according to
the Senate minutes.
According to Panjaitan and
Aquino’s presentation, there are
three steps included in selecting two recipients. First, the
SA Scholarship Board reviews
all the applications. Next, the
Financial Appeals Committee
verifies the eligibility of the candidates. And, lastly, the recipients are awarded.
The SA Scholarship Board

is made up of Kenny Turpen,
Mark Galvez, Luis Moreno, Dennis Negron, Kari Shultz, Xenia
Figueroa and Natasya Panjaitan.
According to the presentation, the scholarship had $1,000
from an endowment fund, and
leaders were seeking a matching donation of $1,000 from the
Senate to provide two $1,000
scholarships.

The committee
that was responsible for the voting of
this scholarship has
met and is awaiting
for Student Finance
to verify the eligibility of the candidates that we have
suggested
“This scholarship was created
a few years back by SA through
Advancement. The funds are

actually from an endowment
fund that was established
through different businesses
donating towards this fund,
one of the largest contributors
being Papa John’s,” Panjaitan
said. “The funds in the endowment fund are invested in different avenues and have a profit.
That amount is what's going
towards the scholarship fund.
Essentially, the scholarship fund
is sustainable year by year.”
With the $1,000 Senate donation passed for the Leadership
Scholarship at the March 4
meeting, two recipients were
chosen based on certain criteria.
According to the scholarship
flyer that was posted on social
media and sent to students
via email, there were several
requirements for those who
applied. Those requirements
included holding
junior or

senior class standing, having
a grade point average (GPA) of
3.0 or above, occupying a leadership position (excluding SA
officers) and submitting a onepage essay answering the question, “How has your leadership
experience at Southern shaped
you into the person you are
today?”
The original due date for
applying was March 23 but was
extended to March 30 due to
COVID-19, according to Senator
Abby Hansen.
“We do have top candidates
for the scholarship recipients,”
Panjaitan said. “The committee
who was responsible for the
voting of this scholarship has
met and is awaiting for Student
Finance to verify the eligibility
of the candidates that we have
suggested.”

Southern’s Enactus team places
second in national competition
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
For the third year in a row,
the Southern Enactus team
has placed second in itsl eague
of the Enactus United States
National Exposition. Unlike previous times, this year’s competition took place online due to
COVID-19.
The Enactus United States
National Exposition took place
from May 6 to May 14. More
than 40 chapters from various
universities across the country
joined the competition, which
was originally supposed to take
place in Kansas City, Missouri.
In the new online format,

each team had to present a
12-minute video showcasing
the progress of its projects as
well as an annual report documenting the total expenses, revenues, reach number and more.
The Southern Enactus team
had been working on four different projects this school year:
Now Eye See, Higher TechMinded Ladies (HTML), Grow
Create Share, Integrate Chattanooga and Bring It.
Enactus president and recent
accounting graduate, James
Brown, said transitioning online
meant having to refocus some
projects and strategies.
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moment, the 11-year-old spent
all day in the backyard, only
coming inside the house to
shower and sleep.
Friends in the area helped
Fuentes buy and deliver groceries to her door. But even then,
she and her family remained
strictly at home, avoiding contact with anyone outside to
refrain from contaminating others.

The 2019-2020 Enactus team. Photo courtesy of James Brown.

“We continued to have our
weekly discussions through
Zoom,” Brown said. “We tried to
focus on wrapping up our projects and mainly finding ways
to help local businesses in the
area, or even individuals who
might be struggling because of
the coronavirus.”
Besides preparing for the
competition, the Enactus team
also started laying groundwork
for the next school year, according to Brown.
“Everyone [on the team]
stayed really engaged in the
work,” said Michelle Doucoumos, Enactus advisor. “We didn't

lose anyone after the break.
Everyone still did their part and
put in the time to prepare for
the competition and next year.”
Incoming Enactus president
Ashley Blake says the new team
will be focusing on COVID-19
relief efforts.
“Enactus has started a summer intern position, ... which
will help us to further advance
our planning and get a head
start on the school year,” Blake
said. “We have a lot of investigative work to do. We want
Enactus to be at the forefront
of helping our community next
school year!”

For more related news, visit our website at accent.southern.edu
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Protester blocks traffic at a Louisville intersections. Photo by Xavier Snyder.

Statue of King Louis XVI, in Louisville, vandalized by protesters.
Photo by Xavier Snyder.

BLM

continued from page 1
Snyder left the scene at 11 p.m.,
but came back the following
day.
On Saturday, the National
Guard arrived to aid police,
he said. Louisville Mayor Greg
Fischer implemented a curfew
from 9 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. The
curfew has since been extended
every night until June 8, according to the [Louisville] Courier-Journal.
“I never thought in my life
that I would see my city that
way,” Snyder said. “It looked like
an aftermath of a warzone.”
According to the Associated
Press, as of June 2, more than
40 arrests had taken place in
the Louisville protests. One man
was fatally shot.
Joey Rocha, a nursing alumnus, also joined the protests,
but throughout New York City.
He said protesters flooded
Times Square, filling the streets
with noise. He also witnessed
cops and protesters taking a
knee - a famous symbol against
the systemic oppression of African-American people in the
United States.
“I decided to protest because
the night before I had a really
good conversation with my
friends of color about rioting
versus protesting,” Rocha said.
“... I realized that, yes, violence
isn’t good, but when change
doesn’t happen quickly this
tends to be the result. … So I
went out because I want my
friends to experience the same
life I do — where I don’t feel

scared about most police interactions.”
Snyder, who was especially
upset by the death of Taylor,
says the protests are helping
bring attention to the racial
issues in America.
“We’re making tiptoe, babysteps progress,” Snyder said.
“It’s better than nothing, but I
don’t think it’s doing as much as
it should. There will be no peace
in the streets because there is
no justice.”
However, most students have
not attended any demonstrations. An Instagram poll conducted by the Accent found that
out of the 214 respondents,
only 20 have actively joined a
protest. Instead, most respondents have used social media to
speak for the Black Lives Matter
movement.
An example of this is English
sophomore Paula Macena. She
made a spoken word video
called “I Pledge Allegiance,”
which highlighted the injustices
people of color face every day.
Within three days, the video
received more than 4,000 views.
“I've seen a lot of people
being against the protests and
the rise going on,” Macena said.
“But for me, it makes complete
sense because this country has
never been in favor of people of
color. [So] my main goal right
now is just to spread awareness
about what's going on.”
Though Macena has not
joined a protest, she has taken
supplies, such as masks and
milk, to the demonstrations.
Additional students have also
actively spoken out via their
social media platforms, posting

Kentucky State Police officer in an armored vehicle with a gun to shoot pepper pellets at approaching protesters in Louisville. Photo by Xavier Snyder.

educational resources, donation links and updates. On Tuesday, many shared the #BlackOutTuesday hashtag, which aimed
to show solidarity and support
to the black community.
Besides advocacy from individual students, Southern’s ethnic clubs have also spoken
up through their social media
accounts. On Sunday, the Black
Christian Union Club (BCU),
through Instagram, called for
its members to stand against
injustice.

We’re making
tiptoe, baby-steps
progress. It’s better than nothing,
but I don’t think
it’s doing as much
as it should. There
will be no peace
in the streets
because there is
no justice.
“As an organization that supports and centers itself around
uplifting and celebrating black
culture and history amongst the
body, we are saddened and we
acknowledge the racism and
injustices that have been in our
society,” the post read. “Please
let’s stand together during this
fight of injustice by speaking up
and supporting our black brothers and sisters.”
On the same day, the Asian
Club posted a picture on its Instagram stating, “Asian for Black
Lives Matter.” Similarly, the following day, the Latin American
Club (LAC) shared a post that

read, “Tu lucha es mi lucha.”
(Your fight is my fight.).
The School of Journalism and
Communication also joined the
social movement by writing an
open letter to its students. The
letter, which was a response
to the death of Floyd and the
ongoing injustices of the American system, was shared on all of
their social media platforms
“We recognize racism is a
sin issue—a problem of the
human heart,” the letter read.
“For this reason, we also pray
for our country and the chasm
that divides us. We stand in
solidarity with our black family,
friends, and neighbors; and as
advocates of constructive communication in our society, we
are committed to speaking up
and taking action to dismantle
systemic racism and injustice
against black and brown bodies
in the United States of America.”
On Tuesday, Southern also
released a letter from President David Smith sharing his
response to the recent events.
“We stand with those speaking out against the heartless
indifference that both sheds
innocent blood and turns a
blind eye to ongoing pain,”
Smith wrote. “Through His
power and strength, we are
called to do our part, to lift up
our hurting brothers and sisters, to embrace them, and to
unite together as the family of
God.”
Senior Advisor for Diversity
Stephanie Guster, Vice President for Spiritual Life Joseph
Khabbaz and Associate Chaplain Anna Bennett also joined
the president with words of con-

dolences and encouragement.
Theology sophomore Austin
Bates says that simply expressing one's anger on social media
without taking any positive
action, proves ineffective. On
the contrary, he says the most
effective form of raising awareness is peaceful protesting and
donating to organizations that
promote policies that keep
police just.
“The Black Lives Matter (BLM)
movement has encouraged me
that there is always recourse
for the racism I’ve faced,” Bates
said. “As a mixed person of color
(POC) and as a Christian, it’s my
duty to stand for others. The
most important thing we can do
to support the BLM movement
is to seek justice and love those
who have been hurt by standing
up for them.”
Organizations that are receiving donations include the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund, The
American Civil Liberties Union,
Fair Fights and Know Your
Rights Camp.
According to Bates, it is time
to take responsibility as Christians, especially Adventists, in
fighting for the rights of the
oppressed and changing the
way injustices are treated.
“As a new generation of leaders steps in, we have the chance
to finally change the way our
church has turned a blind eye
to injustice in the world for far
too long,” Bates said. “We have
to stand up without wavering
and not give in. And above all,
we need to surrender our egos,
prejudices and preferences to
God and follow His will.”

Students receive financial help from Southern, government
María José Morán
Staff Writer
Due to the financial impact
of COVID-19, many students
received money from Southern
and even the government.
According to the Chattanooga
Times Free Press, Southern is
one of the institutions in eastern
Tennessee that received government funds as a response
to COVID-19 and the financial
effects to the university. The
university received $2.44 million
of which $1.21 million is designated to help students who
qualify for emergency financial
grants.
Administration created a formula that took into consideration
housing, food, travel, Expected
Family Contribution (EFC) and
general supply, said Doug
Frood, executive director of

Of the remaining
money granted by
the government,
$1.2 million was
designated by
the university to
further help students who need it
most and to make
required adjustments to campus in
order for students
to return in the fall.
budgeting and financial analysis. The formula produced a
number that the university then
scaled according to each student’s EFC in regards to FAFSA.
The number represents the
financial need of each student,

which helped the university
determine how much money
each individual would get.
According to Paula Walters,
director of student finance,
this money was “automatically
granted to 1,300 students who
automatically qualified” according to the formula and their
FAFSA applications.
Of the remaining money
granted by the government,
$1.2 million was designated by
the university to further help
students who need it most and
to make required adjustments
to campus in order for students
to return in the fall.
“We are probably going to
use some of that money to purchase things in order to [reopen
the university],” Frood said.

Such funds were sent to students who qualified but also
applied to receive money from
the university. The amount of
money received varied depending on the need reflected in
each application apart from
the grants they had already
received.
However, none of the money
granted was given to students
who did not fill out a FAFSA
application.
According to the government,
“this money was only usable for
students who are U.S. citizens,”
Frood said. “So there is a disadvantage for DACA students and
international students.”
The university, however, is trying to find a way to help these
students through its own funds
and donor dollars.

Although it
might not be
much, I hope
this makes a difference for [the
students].
Although the university has
also been impacted by COVID19, it is making efforts to help
its students as much as possible.
“Although it might not be
much, I hope this makes a difference for [the students],”
Frood said.
DACA students and international students can email their
applications to the Director of
Student Finance in order to be
considered.
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'I do not have answers, but I know the One who does':
I still choose to bless him
Anna Bennett
Contributor
Can I confess something?
Lately, I’ve had a hard time connecting with God like I usually
do. One of the things I often
speak passionately about is
creating a rhythm of communion with God – a regular time
and physical space and way
of connecting with God that’s
predictable and comfortable –
something you look forward to
each day. But over the last few
weeks, the Bible I often pick up
each morning with eagerness
feels oddly heavy; the pen I use
for journaling feels more like a
burden than a tool of freedom;
the blank page full of opportunity for creativity stares back at
me with emptiness.
Why? Why has it been so
difficult to connect with God?
As I have reflected over this
past weekend, I’ve discovered
that for me it’s been difficult
because I have no words. I
have no words to adequately
describe my grief, my pain, my
fears, my hopes. Every attempt
of mine to formulate a sentence
to communicate with my God
feels like a mountain too great
to climb because I just do not
have words to express what I’m
feeling.
I worry about you. Wherever
you are, whatever you’re doing,

however
you’re
navigating
through COVID-19. I know so
many of you have been affected
in ways I can’t begin to wrap my
mind around. Even if you haven’t been affected, I’ve heard
from your stories how fear still
has its grip on you. I grieve for
you – those of you who have
been directly impacted by the
tornado that swept through our
community – and for you, graduate, who didn’t get the graduation celebration you deserved
and now face the future with an
anxiety I cannot know.
But greater still, I weep with
you.
Ahmaud Arbery.
Breonna Taylor.
Christian Cooper.
George Floyd.
Their names etched into my
mind and on my heart. Experiences I cannot fully understand,
try as I might. My husband and
I personally wrestle together
with the questions “what if?” and

“when?” I do not have words for
this pain or for this grief.
Jeremiah knew something
about this. The book of Lamentations is composed of five
poems, or songs, each an
expression of grief over the
fall of Jerusalem. Similar to a
eulogy at a funeral, lamenting
is a form of mourning a loss.
Jeremiah’s sorrow and despair
was intended to produce hope
in God: “The steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they
are new every morning; great
is your faithfulness,” (Jeremiah
3:23).
Sources argue that the
most important influence on
20th-century music in America was the musical culture
of African Americans – music
developed within the bonds
of slavery – in slave spirituals,
work calls and chants. Born out
of lived experiences, came the
songs that would offer hope.
Thomas Andrew Dorsey wrote
the infamous gospel hymn,

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
in 1932 after the sudden death
of his wife and newborn son
during childbirth. In his grief
he clung to the hope of Isaiah
41:13, “For I, the Lord your God,
hold your right hand; it is I who
say to you, ‘Fear not, I am the
one who helps you.’”
My Bible tells me, in 1 Corinthians 12:26, that if one member of the body of Christ suffers, all suffer together. Sitting
in my husband’s pain; sitting
with friends and family members, co-workers and pastors,
students and employees, and
hearing your pain, I cry out with
you. I acknowledge that I do not
have the luxury of turning away
from it all, or tuning it out, or
shying away from it as painful
as it might be for me, because
my privilege demands that I
find a voice, lift up my voice, and
speak on behalf of your pain
and your experience.
My Bible tells me that the purpose of my life, and your life, is
to “Love mercy. Act justly. Walk

humbly with our God,” (Micah
6:8). Sometimes walking humbly with God looks like a peaceful march around the walls of
racial separation with shouts of
lament until those walls come
tumbling down in the powerful
name of Jesus Christ.
Maverick City Music, Vol. 3,
has been on repeat in our home
over the last few weeks. The
song, titled “Promises”, captures what my heart does not
have the words to describe otherwise: “Yes, I’ll still bless You. In
the middle of the storm, in the
middle of my trial, I’ll still bless
You. Great is your faithfulness
to me. From the rising sun to
the setting same, I will praise
your name. Great is your faithfulness to me.”
I do not have answers, but I
know the One who does – the
Way, the Truth, and the Life.
Even when it is hard to feel
deeply connected with Him,
His faithfulness is the same,
His presence is with us. Today,
though I lament and I still
choose to bless Him, I’m also
asking Him for my marching
orders. What about you? What
is your song of lament? How
are you using your voice to proclaim His goodness and cry for
justice?
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sau_lac Your fight is our fight. #BlackLivesMatter

School of Journalism and Comm.

saujournalism We’ve written an open letter to you,
our SJC students. #BlackLivesMatter

Asian Club

asianclubsau With love and with power,
The Asian Club Team #BlackLivesMatter
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Top 10 Fall Southern announces Fall 2020 safety procedures,
semester first wave of employees return to campus
safety
measures
Taylor Dean
News Editor
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
On Monday, June 15, President David sent an email to all
students describing the top 10
ways Southern is working to
make the Fall 2020 semester
safer. Here is a summary of that
of that list:
1. Enhanced Air Filtration
High-tech filtration systems
will be installed in all buildings
on campus to provide hospital-level air filtration in all frequented areas.
2. Electrostatic Cleaning
Southern’s sanitation team
will be using electrostatic spraying machines, a special device
to
disperse
hospital-grade
cleaning agents throughout a
room. This device ensures deep
cleaning of high contact and
heavily trafficked areas.
3. Daily Screening
All employees and students
will be required to participate
in daily temperature checks and
symptom surveys.
4. Masks
Employees will be wearing
face coverings in most indoor
spaces where close interactions
occur. Students will be provided
with two washable face masks
and will be required to wear
them in certain campus spaces
such as classrooms.
5. Revised Calendar
Mid-term break will be eliminated and in-person instruction
will end at Thanksgiving break.
Classes will be followed by
See TOP 10 on page 3

Priya Roberts checks María Morán's tempature before Morán can head to her job on campus.
Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

Taylor Dean
News Editor
In an email sent to students
on the evening of Monday, June
15, Southern Adventist University President David Smith
announced the top 10 new
safety measures and policies
that will be implemented to provide COVID-19 protection for
students and employees during
the upcoming Fall 2020 semester.
Essentially, the 10 points
focused on areas of crowd management, sanitization procedures, new food delivery methods, daily screening and mask
requirements, as well as a proposed schedule change for the
fall semester.
“These 10 points have been
developed in collaboration with
the University Health Center to
meet or exceed the state and
Centers for Disease Control
health guidelines for higher

education,” Smith wrote. “We
believe this will be an amazing
fall semester, complete with
vespers, intramurals, Student
Association events, and face-toface classes.”
According to the email, these
10 points are only part of Southern’s overall efforts, which students and parents will hear
more about over the next weeks
and months.
Prior to the release of the
email, the first group of faculty
and staff members returned
to campus Monday morning
as part of the first phase of
reopening the campus. According to Southern’s Risk Management Coordinator Irene Royo,
the campus will remain closed
to the public until July 13, and
all faculty and staff will not be
back until mid-July. She said that
while the first phase of employ-

ees is returning, the school is
highly encouraging only those
who have been assigned to
return in the first phase to be
on campus.
“A second cohort of employees will be returning at the end
of June and the final cohort will
arrive on July 13,” Royo said.
“I expect we’ll need to open at
least one more temperature
check-station for the summer months as the number of
employees getting their daily
assessments increases.”
According to Executive Director of Budgeting and Financial Analysis Doug Frood, who
returned to campus Monday
morning as part of the first
phase, the safety of campus will
be analyzed by staging everybody to come back over the
next three to four weeks to get
a feel for what's going on and

what needs to be worked on.
“We’re trying to not bring all
475 faculty and staff members
back at the same time. I think
we're doing about 130 or 140 at
a time,” Frood said. “In my case,
I was one of those who could
have easily kept working from
home but my house is not beautifully well set up as the office.
I said, ‘Hey, if I can come back
- and at this point we think it’s
good to go - then I’m ready to
go.”
While most of the financial administration team is
back on campus along with
a few accounting and human
resources employees, Frood
said that other departments
located in Wright Hall have yet
to open their doors.
“I haven't seen anybody from
See SAFETY on page 3

Southern continues installation of new Social Planning Committee
sets guidelines for next
purification system campus-wide
semester’s SA events

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
As Southern prepares to
open for the Fall 2020 semester, Student Association (SA)
Social Vice President Nadine
Peteros is also making plans
for this school year’s SA events.
But with COVID-19 concerns in
mind, there are a lot of new precautions Peteros and her team
have to consider.

Marty Hirschkorn demostrates how Global Plasma Solutions (GPS), Southern's new air purification system, is
installed. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

Gia Arroyo
Staff
Major upgrades are underway campus-wide as Southern
continues with the installation
of a new air purification system.
In an email sent to students this
week, President David Smith
detailed the importance of this

filtration system that is expected
to make Southern safer to make
Southern safer.
Director of Building Systems
Dennis Clifford said Southern
is committed to improving and
maintaining the air quality for

students and staff. According
to Clifford, by installing the new
system it “not only improves air
quality by optimizing filtration
and neutralizing volatile organic
compounds (VOC), but also kills
See PURIFICATION on page 2

I want them [students] to know that
all these events are
still going to happen. Even though
we have to be safe,
I don't want them
thinking that we're
going to cancel all
these big nights
and events.
The first event of the year is
the SA Welcome Party, scheduled to take place on August
29. The Social Planning Committee is already discussing the
preventive measures that are

going to be applied during the
event. This includes the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) social distancing
guidelines, as well as protocols
recommended by the state of
Tennessee.
In addition, the committee
will also be taking further precautions such as admitting
a limited amount of people
during hourly rotations, requiring students to wear masks,
and placing sanitization stations
throughout multiple areas.
The parties, which usually
served foods such as hotdogs,
french fries and pizza, will also
involve a change to their menus.
All food distributed during these
social gatherings will be limited
to packaged snacks, according
to Peteros.
As planned by the committee,
currently these precautions will
be applied throughout the year
to all SA events.
“The goal is for everyone to

See SA EVENTS on page 2
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come out and have fun, but be safe
at the same time,” Peteros said.
The Social Planning Committee is currently aiming to hold
most of the SA parties outside.
According to Vice President for
Spiritual Life Joseph Khabbaz,
Southern is planning to buy an
oval tent for Vespers and other
social gatherings.
“It [the oval tent] will be available for SA to use,” Khabbaz
said. “All they have to do is book
their events to reserve the tent.”
The tent can fit 1,600 people;
but to follow health guidelines,
event coordinators will only
accommodate 800 students.
However, this does not pose a
problem for attendance since the
Iles Gym – where SA usually hosts
its events - can only hold a crowd
of 300 with the social guidelines.
As an additional safety precaution, event coordinators will
only keep one entrance of the
tent open and position counters
by the entryway to control the
amount of people allowed inside.
Though Peteros says planning has been more challenging than she expected, having

to follow these precautions
has helped her find a focus for
each event. For example, when
Peteros ran for Social Vice President last winter semester, one
of her campaign plans was
hosting a film festival. Now with
the new precautions in place,
Peteros has re-structured the
occasion to a drive-in theater.

The goal is for
everyone to come
out and have fun,
but be safe at the
same time.
“I want them [students] to
know that all these events are
still going to happen,” Peteros
said. “Even though we have to
be safe, I don't want them thinking that we're going to cancel all
these big nights and events. …
We're going to find things that
are possible for everyone to
come to.”

The Global Plasma Solutions (GPS) system is being installed across campus to help purify the air in buildings.
Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

pathogens such as COVID-19.”
The Global Plasma Solutions
(GPS) Needlepoint Bi-polar
Ionization system is known to
safely clean air within a building. Other valuable outcomes
from this installation include
the reduction of fine particles in
the air and energy savings due to
improving equipment efficiency.
This hospital-level technology is
not foreign to Southern as it has
been used since 2016 in Summerour Hall and was introduced
to Hickman’s cadaver lab this year.
Now with the global pandemic,
Administration has made the
decision to install this system into
each building on campus.
The cost of this project is
estimated to be $500,000 to

$550,000, according to Associate Vice President for Financial
Administration Marty Hamilton.

This is a very proactive and deliberate effort to
find new ways to
enhance our health
safety on campus by
using this air cleaning equipment.
“This is one huge and very
tangible solution that can provide our students and employees a more safe environment on
campus,” Hamilton said.
Plant Services is currently
installing
the
Needlepoint
Bi-polar Ionization system in the

residence halls and Brock Hall,
and have completed installing
in various buildings including
Wright Hall, Lynnwood, Southern Village and Village Market.
Campus-wide installation will be
completed before the semester
starts in August.
“This is a very proactive and
deliberate effort to find new
ways to enhance our health
safety on campus by using this
air cleaning equipment,” Hamilton said. “We all look forward to
seeing our students return and
bring back that special vibrancy
we call campus life.”
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Q&A with Jason Merryman: Southern’s new
Vice President for Enrollment Management
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
Jason Merryman was recently
appointed as the new Vice President for Enrollment Management. He is a Southern alumnus,
‘98, and worked as the Director
of Financial Aid and Enrollment
Services from 2005 to 2012. Get
to know him in this interview
with the Accent, where he shares
some of his plans as the new VP of
Enrollment Management.
Q: How do you feel about
rejoining the Southern family?
A: Ecstatic! My wife and I have
been praying for an opportunity
to return to Southern when the
time was right. The Southern family is an extension of our family, so
rejoining has felt like coming back
home.
Q: What are some of the
things you are looking forward
to?
A: Besides pasta day? I’ve
missed working with like-minded
believers and doing little things
like praying before a meeting.
There is so much value in asking
for God’s guidance to assist in the
workplace – especially in the work
that we do in enrollment management. I’m also looking forward
to seeing my daughter start her
freshman year here at Southern!
Q: How are you going to apply

your previous experience to the
fulfillment of this job?
A: Great question. Experience
is a great teacher, so I plan on
using my experiences in recruiting/admissions, financial aid,
operations management, and
customer service to help lead the
enrollment team. I also learned
the importance of considering
multiple viewpoints on an issue
and to listen to those viewpoints
without pre-judgment.
Q: As you take on the position
of Vice President for Enrollment
Management, what are some of
the plans you're most excited to
put into action?
A: Some of the plans I’m most
excited about putting into action
are improving and streamlining
the enrollment process for incoming students as well as finding
creative ways to connect with prospective Adventist students that
attend public schools and homeschool.
Q: What are some of the challenges you expect and how do
you plan to tackle them?
A: I think the biggest challenge
that we are all facing as a University staff is staying healthy (as well
as doing our best to keep students
healthy when they arrive this fall)
in the current environment we

are in. I am working hard with our
President and cabinet members
to prayerfully and thoughtfully
consider all options that are both
safe AND maintain the Southern
experience for our students. I plan
on remaining flexible, praying for
God’s guidance, and continuously
monitoring the pandemic while
adjusting accordingly.
Q: What is something you
want students to know about
you?
A: I’m approachable and I care
deeply about your experience
here at Southern. I’m a Southern
alumnus and have experienced
first-hand all of the great things
Southern provided for me, and
so many others, personally, spiritually, and academically. This is
why I am so passionate about
sharing how Southern can provide a Christ-centered, quality
Adventist education that is relevant in today’s world. By the way,
I am usually wearing a bowtie. So,
when you happen to spot me on
campus, I’d love to connect and
learn more about you and your
journey!

Jason Merryman.
Photo courtesy of Marketing and University Relations.

For more related news, visit our website at accent.southern.edu
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Tent in Talge parking lot, one of the stations where workers have to
check in before clocking in for the day.
Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda

Top. Ashlyn Howell and Mary King ensure all workers have filled their symptoms forms and gone through temperature check points. Bottom. Ashlyn Howell takes Jennard Sacres' temperature as he arrives to work.
Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

SAFETY

continued from page 1
Admissions yet in terms of a regular basis, but HR has at least
one or two of their employees
back,” Frood said. “We're rotating staff down in Accounting,
so half come in and then half
work from home. And I did see
two or three people from the
Registrar's office, but I haven't
walked byStudent Finance yet.”
Upon returning to campus,
Frood acknowledged the convenience of being back in the
office compared to working
remotely from home for the
last three months. He said that
while working from home had
its challenges with space prob-

TOP 10

continued from page 1
two weeks of distance coursework through various methods to complete the semester
on December 11. This plan
reduces travel to and from campus and sends students home
during the predicted increase
of COVID-19 cases, but it still
needs to be approved by the
Board of Trustees.
6. Classroom Capacity
To allow for safer in-person
instruction, classroom capacity
has been decreased by 50%.
7. Hand Sanitizer
New hand-sanitizing stations
will be made available throughout campus.
8. Plexiglas
To further reduce possible
transmission, Plexiglas barriers
are being installed at key interaction points such as reception
desks and cash registers.
9. Adjusted Social Activities
While social activities will continue, we will make some adjustments for increased safety, such
as holding larger gatherings in
a big, open-air tent and canceling convocations.
10. Streamlined Food Service
Southern’s Food Service team
has restructured food delivery methods to minimize wait

lems, the biggest challenge was
the lack of access to files that
are kept in the Accounting Office.
“The big thing for me being
in financial administration and
dealing with accounting, there's
a lot of documents that we don't
have scanned online yet. I have
to come in because I can't take
all those documents home,”
Frood said.
According to Associate Chaplain Anna Bennett, while she
enjoyed the flexibility she
gained while working remotely,
she is energized to be back on
campus with her colleagues.
She said that as an introvert,
working remotely was probably
more enjoyable for her than to
many others as it afforded her

a slightly more flexible schedule
and the ability to multitask and
be more present with her family.
“While I still put in the same
number of hours working
remotely as I normally would
on campus, I have been so fortunate during these last three
months working remotely to
not have too many challenges
directly associated with working from home,” Bennett said.
“Therefore I’ve been eager to
support university students and
employees who have faced a
great many challenges.”
In order to ensure faculty
and staff members are meeting
health and safety guidelines,
Bennett said the university
has implemented protocols for

employees returning to campus. These protocols include
completing a short daily online
survey in the morning, participating in a drive-thru temperature check at one of three
locations on campus, wearing
a wristband all day to show
one has met those first two
requirements, wearing a mask
when one is indoors with other
employees, continuing to have
many meetings online and moving meetings that are necessary
to have in-person to the outdoors as much as possible.

I expect we’ll need
to open at least one
more temperature
check station for
the summer months
as the number of
employees getting
their daily assessments increases.
“The university has done a
great job of making these precautions as easy as possible,
and I’ve not had any issue with
these thus far,” Bennett said.
“I’ve also deeply appreciated
the extra support from the Service Department, the University
Health Center and so many oth-

ers who are manning the daily
check-in stations and or sanitizing surfaces in our offices, bathrooms, entry doors, etc. with
regularity.”
According to Frood and Bennett, they were approached by
their supervisors to see if they
would be comfortable with
being part of the first wave of
returning employees. Both said
they were willing to volunteer to
come back to campus knowing
the precautions and protocols
the university has put into place.
While there is still work to be
done and plans to be finalized,
Frood said the excitement of
returning to campus outweighs
the concerns. Of the 10 points
that were listed in the email, he
said he is most looking forward
to seeing how the new food service methods will be executed.
“I've been involved with the
conversations about how we’re
going to navigate food delivery.
Lunch really has us concerned
about how to get everybody
through and fed,” Frood said.
“But we're making progress. We
will have a good semester and,
hopefully, everybody will look
back and say, ‘That was a great
challenge, but it was useful.’”

Summer Camps adjust for COVID-19
María José Morán
Staff
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many Adventist summer camps have cancelled
their
usual
programming.
However, some organizations
have decided to continue with
their ministries as states start
to reopen and lift stay-at-home
orders.
According to an article published in May by the North
American Division, out of the 61
camps that usually take place,
only nine are attempting to
continue in some sort of way.
However, as reported by the
Association of Adventist Camp
Professionals, only eight camps
are currently working to have
some version of summer camp.
“We gave each conference
and each camp the option to
host or not,” said Tracy Woods,
Camp Ministries Director for
the North American Division.
“Of course we want everyone to
benefit from the blessing that
is summer camp, but we also
want to ensure that both campers and staff are healthy.”
Out of the eight active summer camps, only two have taken
an online approach — including
Nosoca Pines Ranch in South
Carolina and Camp Yorktown
Bay in Arkansas. However, the
online approach is different
even between the two camps.
For Nosoca, camp will consist
of content and video creation
that will be sent to registered

Delaney Fox and Eric Wilkens host
No Soca News Show.
Photo courtesy of María Morán.

campers via email. Whereas for
Yorktown Bay, camp will consist of “Virtual Cabins” in which
registered campers will be
placed with people within their
age groups and participate in
Zoom meetings and guided
Pathfinder activities in order to
encourage interaction among
other children. For both camps,
however, the online approach
means limited staff, which
ensures the reinforcement of
social distancing rules.
The six remaining camps
have responded by rescheduling their usual activities to
later dates, these being Camp
Au Sable in Michigan, Camp
Alamisco in Alabama, Camp

Top. John Boone acting in video for Nosoca summer camp.
Bottom. John Boonstra and DJ Summerville working on set for the Nosoca
camp. Photo courtesy of María Morán.

Ida-Haven and Camp Mivoden
in Idaho, Camp Pugwash in
Canada and Valley Vista Camp
in West Virginia. Each camp
has made special adjustments
according to CDC guidelines.

Of course we
want everyone to
benefit from the
blessing that is
summer camp, but
we also want to
ensure that both
campers and staff
are healthy.
For example, Camp Alamisco
has opted to group campers in
“Family Pods.” According to its

website, the Pods will consist of
small groups of campers who
will be placed together upon
arrival and will do all activities
together. This alternative was
chosen in order to minimize
contact among campers but
ensure they can interact with
other people. Along with these
measures, Camp Alamisco, as
well as others, have quarantined its staff for a two or three
week period in order to ensure
the safety of all campers and
other staff.
The six camps who are still
hosting their regular activities
have postponed their beginning dates until the month of
July and early August.

4

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

| Thursday, June 18, 2020

RELIGION

Don't forget where you belong: My journey to finding home
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
“Where are you from?”
Growing up, I hated this question. Yet, whenever I met someone new, it always seemed to be
an unavoidable topic. To most,
this may seem like a simple
inquiry that can be answered
with a few words. But to me, it
was just a reminder that I did
not have a place to call home.
You see, growing up I moved
a lot. I was born in Guatemala,
but had family in Costa Rica and
Honduras, where my dad and
mom, respectively, are from.
When I was still a toddler, I
moved to Argentina, where my
younger brother was born. A
few years later, my father was
called to work in Chile; and, so,
we mixed yet another
culture into our family.
“Where are you from?”
We lived in Chile for
eight years, and for the
longest time this was
home. But one day my
world took a turn when I
found out that my family
was moving to the Philippines. This transition
was heartbreaking. Not
only did I experience
a huge culture shock,
but my reality was shattered. Within a few
months, I realized that
Chile — though I loved
it wholeheartedly —was
not really home. I had
no family there, and life
for my friends had continued without me.
As time went by, I also
realized something else:
Though the Philippines
won my heart, I did not

fully belong there either.
“Where are you from?”
That question would frustrate
me like nothing else. I was confused, and I was mad at myself
for being confused. How could I
not answer such simple words?
I wanted to belong somewhere.
I wanted to find a place I could
call home. I thought visiting
family in Costa Rica and Honduras would show me that I had
a place of which to be a part.
But when we traveled there for
Christmas, I was left even more
puzzled: I did not fit in there
either.
“Where are you from?”
Feeling like someone without
a land, I sometimes would cry.

I felt odd. I felt lost. You never
realize how much a “home”
means until you realize you
don’t have one. It was like I
could be happy in one place, but
never fully content.
Then I came across Hebrews
11, the Bible’s Hall of Faith. This
chapter talked about all these
amazing men who, despite
being tempted by the world,
lived for God. As I read, a passage
stood out to me. Hebrews
11:13:
“All these people were still living by faith when they died. They
did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and
welcomed them from a distance,

admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth.”

In an instant, it
became clear. The
reason why I couldn’t
find where I belonged
was because I was
looking in the wrong
places.
In an instant, it became clear.
The reason I couldn’t find where
I belonged was because I was
looking in the wrong places.
The faithful men of Hebrews
11 knew that their home was
not of this world. They did not
mind being left out by society
because they knew they were
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but pilgrims passing through.
They had a heavenly kingdom
waiting for them, and so did I.
“Where are you from?”
It might be the same for you.
Sometimes you might feel out
of place or feel like you don’t fit
in. Sometimes you might feel
like you have to try hard in order
to be accepted. But remember
that in this world, we are only
strangers waiting for our home.
After the Philippines, I’ve continued to move and find cultural
clashes wherever I go. But it
doesn’t matter to me anymore
because I know where I belong.
Do you?
Where are YOU from?

#SAUlife
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Jonathan Vega @dababybackribs

Looking for an Animal Crossing Museum date. Hmu for details...

Tais Bautista @april_2199

I’ve been going to the same bakery for 21 years so if that’s not
loyalty idk what is tbh.
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Southern’s
Board of
Trustees
approves
changes to
Fall 2020
schedule

Residence life makes minimal changes to
rules, but new precautions set for safety

Taylor Dean
News Editor
As of last week, the proposal
to adjust the Fall 2020 semester
schedule that was announced
on June 15 was approved by
Southern’s Board of Trustees,
according to board member
Franklin Farrow. The official
decision confirms the elimination of mid-term break and will
end in-person instruction at
Thanksgiving break, followed by
two weeks of distance coursework through various methods
to complete the semester on
December 11.

We’ll continue
to communicate
like we already are
doing now, whether
that be through
email or the student portal, so
that families and
students can anticipate their travel
plans and parents
can prepare for
their children to be
back sooner than
once expected.
As stated in the email sent
out to students that outlined
the new policies for the upcoming semester, this plan reduces
travel to and from campus and
sends students home during the
predicted increase of COVID-19
cases. According to Farrow, the
See SCHEDULE on page 2

Thatcher Hall, ladies' residence. Photo courtesy of University Marketing and Relations Department.

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
As Southern’s Campus Preparedness Task Force continues
arrangements for a safe reopen
of the university, residence life
is one of the topics discussed.
Though there will be minimal
changes to the already existing
rules, new precautions will be
set in place to ensure the safety
of dorm and village residents.
Some of the biggest preventive measures include a change
in the check-in process, the
addition of quarantine halls and
the recommendation to wear
masks inside the dorms.
In previous years, the check-in
process has not required students to make prior appointments before moving in. This
year, however, Student Development Vice President Dennis
Negron reported that the uni-

versity will require students to
schedule their arrival date and
time beforehand in order to
control the number of individuals settling in at one time.

Move-in dates for
new students will
begin on Aug.14
while dates for
returning students
will start on Aug.18.
An email will be
sent out to students
later in July with
more information
about check-in
processes.
According to Negron, move-in
dates for new students will
begin on Aug. 14 while dates
for returning students will start
on Aug.18. An email will be sent

Saving summer: Four Southern students
start their own day camp in North Carolina

out to students later in July
with more information about
check-in processes.
In addition to this change, the
university will be reserving two
halls, one in Thatcher and one
in Talge, to quarantine students
who have come in contact with
people who have tested positive
for COVID-19. Each hall will have
30 empty rooms and will accommodate one person per room.
The amount of time someone will need to quarantine will
depend on when the contact
took place. But according to
Negron, they will be following
the recommendations made by
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), where
the advised time is 14 days from
the last exposure.
“Once that period is over and
that person doesn't get sick

within that certain amount of
time, then they can go back to
the regular room,” Negron said.
If a student tests positive
for COVID-19, he or she will be
put into an isolation housing,
located in the Upper Stateside
Apartments that are used for
guest lodging. If the student
is asymptomatic, the isolation
period will last up to 14 days.
If the student is symptomatic,
then the Tennessee Department
of Health and the University
Health Center (UHC) will determine the appropriate approach.
The UHC will provide COVID-19
testing, which will be 100% covered by university insurance or
family insurance, according to
Negron.
See LIFE on page 2

Administration changes
worship credit requirement,
replaces convocation
Taylor Dean
News Editor

Nicole Robertson, Jake Miller, Katie Robertson, Caleb Raymond. The four Southern students run APCS Kids
Camp. Photo courtesy of @kids_.camp via Instagram

Aubri Dancek
Staff
Jake Miller, junior business
management major, got word
back in March that his internship was canceled due to the
pandemic. Although Miller was
not able to spend the summer
the way he originally planned,
he did find a unique way to gain
business experience: by starting
his own day camp.
In early May Miller attended
an event at Asheville Pisgah
Christian School (APCS), where
he heard parents talk about

how their kids needed to get
out of the house.
“I’ve been stuck inside since
March, and I can’t imagine how
hard it would be to be inside
for this long at nine years old,”
Miller said. “I spent my summers growing up at camp and
that was a blessing. At that age,
you just want to run around outside and play with your friends.”
Hearing the parents talk, gave
Miller the idea to start a camp of
his own.

“It made me think about how
I have all these talented people
in my life who have worked at
camp or with kids in some way.
It’s been so hard to find a job
around here, it would be great
if we could come up with a way
to give back to the community
and do something for the kids,”
Miller said.
Throughout May, Miller worked
delivering food for DoorDash and
InstaCart during the day and
See CAMP on page 2

In an email sent to students
on June 15 outlining the top 10
safety policies for the upcoming
school year, it was announced
that convocations are canceled
for the Fall 2020 semester.
During a Student Association
meeting on June 24, Vice President of Student Development
Dennis Negron went into further detail about what worship
credits will look like.
According to Negron, worship
credit requirements for residential students will be as follows:
Freshmen and sophomores
will need to receive 35 credits,
juniors will need 30, seniors will
need 25 and seniors graduating in December will need 20.
Commuting students, including
those from Southern Village,
will need to meet the following
requirements: freshman and
sophomores will need 25 worship credits, juniors will need
22, seniors will need 20 and any
senior graduating in December
will need 15.
In regards to the cancelation
of convocations, Negron said
there will be no cultural credit

requirement at least for the first
semester. However, he said,
if there is a vaccine available
by next semester, then things
could go back to normal.

The reason why
we've decided not
to have the convocation program is
that we don't want
students feeling
like they have to go
when we can only
have 300 people in
there but we've got
800 people trying to
get into the
building.
“The reason why we've
decided not to have the convocation program is that we don't
want students feeling like they
have to go when we can only
have 300 people in there, but
we've got 800 people trying to
get into the building,” Negron
said. “We don't want to cause
that stress.”
See CREDITS on page 3

2 | Thursday, July 2, 2020

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

NEWS
LIFE

continued from page 1
The biggest change students
will have to get used to, Negron
said, is wearing masks. Though
masks will not be enforced
inside the dorm, except when
Resident Assistants (RA) do
night checks, it will be highly
encouraged to keep them on
while in the building's public
areas.
“We know that wearing
masks is not going to be fun. I
don't enjoy wearing it myself,”
Negron said. “But our number
one priority, after giving a Christian education to the students,
is making sure that they [students] stay safe.”
Southern will provide each
student with two washable face
masks at the beginning of the
semester.
Additional safety measures to
residence life this coming semester include installation of Plexiglass at the front desks, constant
cleaning of recreation, laundry
and weight rooms and halving
the capacity of these areas.
“Housekeeping will be using
electrostatic units to sanitize the
larger common areas a couple
of times a day as well as wiping

down frequently touched areas
several times per day,” said
Dean of Students and Director
of Residence Life Lisa Hall.
As part of the recent campus-wide protocol to conduct
daily symptoms checks, two
booths will be installed in the
lobbies of Thatcher and Talge
halls where students can check
their temperatures. There will
also be one checkpoint at the
Collegedale Church parking lot
for Village residents.

While it will be
somewhat different,
we will keep as much
normalcy as possible.
According to Hall, curfew
hours and the leave system will
remain the same. However, visitors, unless they are students,
will not be allowed inside the
rooms or apartments.
“The main thing to keep in
mind is that we all have to work
together to help each other stay
healthy,” Hall said. “And, while it
will be somewhat different, we
will keep as much normalcy as
possible.”

Nicole Robertson, Jake Miller, Katie Robertson, Caleb Raymond. Photo courtesy of @kids_.camp via Instagram

CAMP

continued from page 1
spent the evenings researching
permits, insurances and ways to
safely run the camp while implementing COVID-19 guidelines.
“It was awesome as a business major to get this crash
course in running a business. At
the same time, it was also super
scary because I didn’t even
know if I was going to have any
kids show up because of COVID19,” Miller said. “With the exception of the insurance, the camp
is self-funded. If no kids show
up, we instantly lose money.”
Miller called in three other
Southern students to help run

the camp after getting all the
plans approved by the Carolina
Conference and the APCS school
board. Katie Robertson, construction management junior;
Nicole Robertson, business
management junior and Caleb
Raymond, theology junior, were
each put in charge of a different activity that the kids would
rotate through during the day.
“It’s definitely a team effort. They
are all great people. They work
hard and they were just happy to
help out,” Miller said. “They sacrificed a lot; and one of the staff
members, Caleb, even came all the
way from Chattanooga to North
Carolina to help us out.”

APCS Kids Camp has successfully made it into its third week and
hopes to run until the end of July.
“I see this opportunity as a
ministry. I hope they see God
in this, I really do. I want the
kids to be active and not sit at
home all summer,” Miller said.
“I wasn’t sure what my summer
was going to look like. For me,
this camp has saved my summer, and I hope the kids get a
blessing from it.”
Visit @kids_.camp on Instagram or “APCS Kids Camp” on
Facebook for more information.

Some international
students to be quarantined
upon arrival on campus
Bailey DuBose
Staff
As students prepare to return
to Southern’s campus for the
Fall 2020 semester, those traveling from other countries may
be required to participate in a
14-day quarantine upon arrival
to campus.
According to International
Admissions
Advisor
Arleny
Weddle, not all international
students will be quarantined.
A team from Southern, with
guidance from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the World
Health Organization (WHO), will
develop a list of students who
must quarantine.

To my knowledge,
they are working
on a plan for online
classes for students
who cannot return.
“Some students may be coming from regions of the world
that are safer than the U.S. currently,” Weddle said. “Once the
list of students who must quarantine is decided, I will communicate that information to our
current and incoming students.”
For the Winter 2020 semester,
there were 142 international
students and 32 of them stayed
on Southern’s campus, according to Weddle. However, there is
a possibility that some students
may not be able to return due
to their borders and embassies
not being opened until well into
the fall semester.

“To my knowledge, they are
working on a plan for online
classes for students who cannot
return,” Weddle said.
Official protocols for students
who will be required to participate in the quarantine are still
being developed. According to
Dean of Students and Director
of Residence Life Lisa Hall, protocols could change depending
on what the CDC recommends.
“The University Health Center
is working on protocols, but will
most likely distribute these a little closer to the start of school
because what we might do
today if school were in session
could change by August,” Hall
said.
Although the full list of protocols is still developing, those in
quarantine will not be allowed
to leave their rooms, according
to Weddle. In regards to meals,
she said that while a student
is self-quarantining, the dean
on duty will get a grocery list
from the student and use their
ID card, credit card or cash to
purchase those items for them
weekly.
“We continue to develop a
plan that will ensure the safety
of the students and staff while
providing a ‘normal' college
experience,” Weddle said.
Fall 2020 classes are scheduled to start on August 24, and
the protocols for the quarantine
will be distributed to those students closer to that date.
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continued from page 1
school will continue to communicate any updates with faculty,
students and their families.
“We’ll continue to communicate like we already are doing
now, whether that be through
email or the student portal, so
that families and students can
anticipate their travel plans and
parents can prepare for their
children to be back sooner than
once expected,” Farrow said.
In regards to the pros and
cons of the schedule change,
Farrow said he does not foresee
any challenges. He said that the
workload will be fairly the same,
just condensed a bit sooner
in the sense that students will
not be traveling back and forth
between breaks.
“Some might say, it's more
efficient. It's a little bit less troublesome if you're wrapping
up, or if you're a student who's
actually graduating in December and it makes it a little easier,” Farrow said. “You're not
going back and forth.”
According to Farrow, each
department will decide how
they conduct finals week online.
He said that each department
will individually have to come up
with what their version of those
last two weeks of the semester
will look like.
“Some departments may say,
‘Hey, I want you to write a paper
and turn it in.’ Or others may
say they want to do an online
test, but that's still to be determined,” Farrow said. “Some
may want to still have a lec-

ture online, but it is our intent
and purpose that when you go
home for your Thanksgiving
break, you don't come back.”
However, in an Instagram poll
directed to Southern students
conducted by the Accent, 165
users voted in favor of the decision to end in-person classes
at Thanksgiving break, while
130 said they were against the
schedule change.
According to the results from
the response dropbox that
allowed users to share their
opinions, majority of those
in favor of the decision cited
health precautions and unnecessary travel as means for their
support, while majority of those
who voted against the new
schedule cited their concerns
about another online finals week
as their means for disapproval.
Sophomore English major
Ronn Agustin said that he is
conflicted with how he feels
about the schedule change,
as he sees the health concern,
yet does not want to miss out
on the on-campus experience
during finals week.
“I understand that it’s for
safety, but for the people who
enjoy the facilities and atmosphere at Southern, it’s a shame
not to have access to that,”
Agustin said. “The library seems
to be the only place I’m able to
focus to study.”
According to senior business
administration
major
Alise
Hirsch, she said that she is in
support of classes moving to
distance learning after Thanksgiving break because it’s the

safest option considering everyone’s health.
However, she said she doesn't
think it is fair to charge full tuition when students will not be
getting the complete full-tuition
experience.
“Last semester when we
moved to online classes it was
difficult to get one on one assistance from teachers and my WiFi
was in and out so I struggled to
“attend” classes via Zoom meetings,” Hirsch said. “I also can’t
help but to think of the struggles that others may have faced
who don’t have access to a computer or internet connection at
home. And for that reason, it is
not the same experience.”
Currently, no news regarding
tuition for the upcoming school
year has been announced.
While
students
have
expressed concerns for finals
week and tuition costs, senior
clinical psychology major Chloe
Bastajian said that she would
much rather do two weeks
online at home over an entire
semester.
“I’m concerned that they may
do the same for second semester and send us home at spring
break again, and in that case I
would rather be at school so
that I can have a May graduation,” Bastajian said. “But I
support the decision to change
the schedule for Fall semester
because I think it’s a good way
to limit the chance that corona
will spread rapidly on campus.”

For more related news, visit our website at accent.southern.edu
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Campus Ministries updates
Lifegroups guidelines for
the 2020-2021 school year
Taylor Dean
News Editor
In preparation for the upcoming 2020-2021 school year,
an email was sent out to students involved in Southern’s
LifeGroup ministry, outlining
the new safety guidelines that
leaders and participants will be
expected to follow.
Following recommendations
from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
and the University Church,
Associate Chaplain Anna Bennett wrote in the email that
LifeGroups are an integral way
for those on campus to pursue
a sense of belonging and community. Therefore, LifeGroups
will continue to remain in place,
but with a few new policies.
In an effort to follow
social distancing guidelines,
LifeGroups are required to
only host a maximum of 10
individuals gathered in the
same space at the same time.
According to the email, this regulation will be double-checked
upon LifeGroup registration.
In regards to location, Bennet
encouraged groups to gather
outdoors whenever possible, but
said that if meetings need to be
held indoors, special gathering
accommodations will be made.
“In any circumstance that
requires your LifeGroup to
move indoors, we believe
enclosed spaces with recirculated air become a greater risk
the longer the group meets,
which emphasizes the need to
limit the LifeGroup to no more
than one hour weekly,” Bennet
said. “Free Zoom accounts will be
made available to any LifeGroup
leader wanting to hold their
weekly meetings online.”
Additional requirements include
refraining from attending in-per-

son meetings in the case that one
does not feel well, utilizing hand
sanitizer dispensers that will be
readily available, minimizing physical touch, avoiding the sharing of
food and beverages and wearing
masks. However, according to the
email, face masks are not required
as long as students are able to stay
six feet apart.
Bennett wrote that she
encourages group leaders to
exercise great care and show
empathy towards their group
members, as individuals have
their own opinions on what is
the safest way to gather. Additionally, she advised that allowances be made for those who
wish to be only around those
who are wearing a mask and
vise versa, as well as creating an
open space for sharing recommendations whenever possible.

We strongly
advise against
attempting to
manipulate, cajole,
ridicule or force
individuals to
behave outside the
dictates of their
conscience.
“We strongly advise against
attempting
to
manipulate,
cajole, ridicule or force individuals to behave outside the
dictates of their conscience,”
Bennett wrote in the email. “As
our spiritual theme for this year
encourages us, “United: Pursuing Jesus Together,”we pray you
will find ways to grow diverse,
meaningful friendships during
this difficult time, even or especially with those who may disagree with you.”

Graphic by Paola Mora Zepeda.

CREDITS

continued from page 1
According to Negron, while
some students may feel like
they still have to attend spiritual events to receive worship
credit, the school does not want
to eliminate student’s ability to
attend worship.
“While we’re aware that there
are students who choose not to
attend worship at all, we believe
that people will still want to go
to worship even in the new setting, and may miss the sense
of community if worships were
eliminated,” Negron said. “So
this is why we’ve lowered the
number of credits students
need to receive.”
However, the 11 a.m. time
slot on Thursdays that was once
used to host convocations will
not be left empty. According
to Negron, a new series called
Critical Conversations will now

take place at 11 a.m. and will
be completely voluntary. He
said that while students are
not required to attend, with
the current setting the world
is in with the rising Black Lives
Matter movement and the flood
of racial injustices, this series
will be focused on doing Q&A’s
along with interactive conversations on such topics.

While we’re aware
that there’s students who choose
not to attend
worship at all, we
believe that people
will still want to go
to worship even in
the new setting.
“One of the topics is going
to be Adventism and racism—

we’re going to look at the history,” Negron said. “And we’re
not just going to talk about race
every single Thursday. There'll
also be a chance to talk about
sexual misconduct on campus
and mental health issues.”
Critical Conversations will
take place in the Thatcher Hall
Chapel, but to meet social
distancing guidelines due to
COVID-19, a maximum of 120
students will be allowed to
attend each meeting. Additionally, Negron said that although
these meetings are voluntary,
those who choose to go will be
able to receive credit.
A complete, adjusted list for
the Fall 2020 credit requirements
can be found under the Student
Development page on Southern’s
website, titled “Convocation.”

Vespers moves outdoors to safely accommodate more students

The field behind A.W. Spalding Academy, where the tent for Vespers will located. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
To adapt to social distancing
guidelines while still providing
an in-person worship experience this coming fall semester,
vespers will not be held inside
the church but outdoors in an
oval tent.
The tent, measuring around
76 by 166 feet, can hold 1,600
people; but to follow health
guidelines, and considering the
space used for the stage, the
inside will only accommodate
an approximate of 800 students. Following the same precautions, the University Church
is limited to hold only 600.
“There's a number of reasons why we wanted a tent,”
said Vice President of Spiritual
Life Joseph Khabbaz. “But one
of the major reasons was, if we

were still going to have vespers
in the church, we would not be
able to fit every single student
based on social distancing. So,
we wanted at least one place
on campus that would be able
to have all the students worship
together.”
Outside of the tent, vespers
coordinators will also place
screens to project the worship
inside. So, students who wish
to bring blankets and sit on the
field can also join the service.
This will accommodate an extra
800-1,000 hundred students if
needed, according to Khabbaz.
The tent will be placed at
A. W. Spalding Elementary
School’s field, which is near
the University Church and just
across the road from Thatcher

We realized that
spirituality on campus will be different
this year because
we've been through
so much since we
left campus. We're
going to celebrate
coming together,
but we’re also going
to heal together
and look forward
to what God has
in store for us this
semester.
South. Khabbaz said his team
chose this location for the
accessible electricity connection, reliable Wi-Fi and nearby
bathroom facilities. The tent
will have three entrances and

exits, which will be monitored
to control the amount of people
inside. Afterglow will take place
in these areas as well.
To adjust to the weather,
heating solutions and fans will
be installed to help with cold and
hot temperatures, respectively.
Though Khabbaz hopes students will come to join vespers
in person, he says he understands some may not be not
want to attend these larger
gatherings. Therefore, vespers
will also be live-streamed online,
and students will still be able to
get worship credits if they participate in the online service.
“Though part of the experiences is worshiping together,
we also recognize some students may not be comfortable

doing that,” Khabbaz said.
“[So], we don't want them to be
penalized for that.”
Students who join online worship will have to remain connected throughout the entirety of
the program. Live-streaming will
also be used in the case of rain.
Despite these changes, Khabbaz says the flow of the programs will remain the same.
“We realized that spirituality on campus will be different
this year because we've been
through so much since we left
campus,” Khabbaz said. “We're
going to celebrate coming
together, but we’re also going
to heal together and look forward to what God has in store
for us this semester.”
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Sing Through Your Fear: Learning from the life of Paul and Silas
Sarah Klingbeil
Staff
A few casual snowflakes
whirled in front of my cold face
as I took a deep breath and
tried to steady my nerves. I
remember the fear that gripped
me as I waited for my turn for
the ski lift. Heights. I’ve never
been a fan of them, but this was
the first time I was going to ride
a ski lift all by myself. As a shy
fifth-grader afraid of heights,
the thought seemed a little
overwhelming. Suddenly, it was
my turn as I pushed myself to
the dreaded lift.
***
They sat in a cold damp cell.
Their backs screamed with the
pain of the flogging they had
received a few hours earlier.
Their pinched hands
throbbed in the metal
chains, and their feet
slowly started to grow
numb in the grip of
the stocks. It had all
happened
so
fast.
They remembered the
demon possessed slave

girl’s screams as she followed
them day after day. Finally,
Paul turned around and commanded, “…In the name of
Jesus Christ come out of her,”
(Acts 16:7) and she was finally
freed from the demons that had
plagued her life. Unfortunately,
not everyone was excited by her
newly given freedom. In the eyes
of her masters, her value plummeted as they realized their
fortune-telling slave no longer
existed. Then, the riot started.
Paul and Silas were dragged to
the marketplace and placed in
front of the authorities. The two
men remembered the frenzy of

the angry mob. They recalled
the torn clothes, the rods beating their bare backs. Now, they
found themselves in a cold cell.
Shadows started to form as the
cold made them shiver. Then it
happened. They started to sing.
***
I sat down on the cold metal.
The lift moved higher and
higher. My palms started to
sweat. I don’t remember how
the thought came to me, but
suddenly I started to sing. It
was a soft whisper of “Jesus
loves me,” barely audible in
the cold wind that grew louder
as the ride continued up the

mountain. The higher I got the
louder I became. Slowly, my fear
started to dissolve into peace as
I sang that cold winter day. I’ll
never forget that moment in the
Pennsylvania mountains.
***
Paul and Silas kept singing
too, and then the unthinkable
happened. The earth shook and
their chains broke. We know the
rest of the story. We often focus
on the end of the story, the
moment when the jailer gave
his life to Jesus because of this
incredible event. More recently,
however, this midnight adventure has captured my attention.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

In this current political, economic, and health crisis—hold
on. In the isolation and fear
squeezing tighter around your
heart, I dare you to sing. Pull
out your headphones and listen to that jam with God and
you. Roll down the windows as I
dare you to remember that God
is still here in the middle of our
fear. Feel the wind through your
hair as I dare you to relax in
God’s presence that exists in the
middle of human chaos. I dare
you to sing through your fear.

#SAUlife
Marcus Abejar

Heidi Oxentenko

Bailey DuBose @bay_what

When we get back to school I would like to make lunch plans with
every single person I know

Patrick McGraw @saintpatthicc

my internal monologue is just constant screaming at this point

Mark Galvez @markcgv

Tostitos Hint of Lime is the American dream.
marccoustic KOTD: BLACK CEMENT 3’s

Ashley Stirewalt @sighfm

don’t let a guy who spells “waist” as “waste” break your heart.
really, sweetie, you deserve better.

#SAUlife

Taylor Maddox

heidiinginplainsight Cloud 9 #SAUlife

Natasha Varela

Darcie Denton @thatoneartist_

Listening to piano music and organizing the folders on my computer to
deal with stress is a mood

Stephanie Chavez @stephychav

The older I get the more scared I am to open up my e-mail. It’s real
“adult stuff” up in there and I don’t like it.

tailesmaddox sunsets - pt. 1 & 2 SG Lewis.
#SAUlife

Asha Roja Nambi

asharoja come to my side n see how we live
#SAUlife

yo.nat Rejoice always.#SAUlife

Austin Bates

abatesphoto hi, token picture of my face here
#SAUlife
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Bietz Center construction project
avoids delays despite COVID-19
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Hamilton County Issues Mask Mandate

Megan Yoshioka
Staff
In preparation for the upcoming return to campus, Southern administration announced
that students can expect to see
reduced prices for dorm accommodations and meal plans for
the Fall 2020 semester.
According to Senior Vice
President for Financial Administration Tom Verrill, room and
board in Talge, Thatcher and
Thatcher South halls will cost
$1,915, and housing in Southern Village will cost $2,080.
Bronze, silver and gold dorm
meal plans will cost $1,075,
$1,275 and $1,475 respectively.
Maximum refunds for each
plan will be set at $50, $250 and
$450, respectively. These prices
will only apply to the 2020 fall
semester and will revert back
to their original prices for the
winter 2021 semester.
In regards to graduating students and those who may need
to stay in the residence halls and
Southern Village past Thanksgiving to the end of December,
Verrill said the reduced prices
will also apply without extra
charge. However, it will not
apply to those staying in other
university housing accommodations such as Spalding Cove
or Winding Creek apartments.
According to Verrill, these students will also be able to use
their meal plan funds to the
extent of their balance.
“We thought [reducing prices]
See PRICES on page 3

Pamela Acosta and Emily Brewer in the Village Market, where it is now mandatory to wear face covering while inside the store. Photo by Paola Mora

María José Morán
Staff
As COVID-19 cases continue
to increase around the country, many states and counties
have issued face mask mandates. Usually, these consist
of a set of guidelines in which
local governments tell their
residents the instances where
masks must be worn.

As Southern’s
campus reopened
on July 13, it is also
enforcing the use of
masks in all of its
buildings and for
larger social gatherings, with the
exception of meetings outside.
Hamilton County Mayor Jim
Coppinger issued a mandate
that requires Hamilton County
residents to wear a mask in
most indoor settings with the

exceptions of some restaurants and churches where a
covering isn’t required. The
rule exempts children under
the age of 12 and people with
certain verified respiratory
conditions. If broken, the mandate can result in repercussions ranging from a “$50 fine
up to 30 days in jail,” according
to the Chattanooga Times Free
Press.
As of this week, this mandate is effective July 10
through Sept.8. The amount of
time, however, is subject to an
extension.
As
Southern’s
campus
reopened on July 13, the school
also enforced the use of masks
in all of its buildings and for
larger social gatherings with
the exception of meetings outside.
Both mandates came at a
time when Hamilton County,
the fourth largest populated

county in Tennessee, recorded
a spike in COVID-19 cases. On
Wednesday, July 15, 114 new
cases were reported in the
county, according to the Hamilton County Health Department. The mask mandates are
expected to help decrease the
number of potential COVID-19
cases.
“Widespread use of face
coverings -- research shows -reduces the spread of infected
respiratory droplets,” said
Coppinger in an interview with
Channel 3. “It might not prevent the spread of the disease,
but it will help avoid further
economic damage.”
To prevent further spread,
many health centers and
health care facilities are giving away free masks in order
to help Hamilton County residents.
Although there have been

complaints of people not wearing masks, there have been no
instances of people going to
jail due to not wearing one,
according to the Chattanooga
Times Free Press.

On Wednesday,
July 15, 114 new
cases were reported
in the county,
according to the
Hamilton County
Health Department.
“We will not be responding
to every call of someone not
wearing a mask or imposing
citations to every offender,”
said Hamilton County Sheriff
Jim Hammond. “The goal is
safety, not sending people to
jail.”

The Redemancy Project: a call to fight Southern confirms
racism within Adventist education
December graduation
Gia Arroyo
Staff

The Redemancy Project logo. Illustration courtesy of @theredemancyproject via Instagram.

Audri Dancek
Staff
As discussions of racism
have sparked across the country, Fletcher Academy senior
Hannah Taylor wanted to join
the conversation.
“As the world began to
experience turmoil in direct
relation to the tragic deaths
of George Floyd and Breonna
Taylor, I began to feel passionate about the need to fight for
justice,” Taylor said.
Taylor created a group chat

titled “Make Change To
Be Change,” inviting many students to a Zoom meeting to
discuss the topic of racism and
injustice within Adventist education. As the meeting ended,
she had the idea to form a
separate group focused on
research to support those who
were actively advocating on
social media. Lila Odhiambo,
mass communication sophomore; Kaitlyn Deux, social work

sophomore; and Erik Lorenz,
history senior, are current students at Southern. They are
three of the eight students
who joined this second group
and became co-founders of
“The Redemancy Project.”
According to the group’s
Instagram, The Redemancy
Project exists “to promote
an anti-racist culture within
the Seventh-day Adventist
schools.” Their vision is to
See REDEMANCY on page 2

In an email sent to students at
the start of July, President Dave
Smith confirmed that Southern
would proceed with a December graduation ceremony. The
in-person graduation ceremony
will be held on Southern’s campus on Sunday, Dec 13th.
According to Administrative
Assistant for Academic Administration Eve Knight, “the plans
for December graduation are
likely to be similar to the August
program, but nothing has currently been officially decided
other than the date.”
For the August ceremony, students were granted four seats
for their family and friends.
Guests are required to wear
face masks for the entire ceremony, but graduates will be
allowed to remove their face
masks during the processional,
conferring of degrees and the
recessional.
Students who are unable to
attend or opt out of the in-person ceremony in December also
have the option to participate in
a virtual graduation ceremony or
walk in the May 2021 graduation.

A registration form will be
available to graduates during
the semester to let the university know which ceremony they
plan to attend. The deadline for
this form will be before Thanksgiving break.
According to Industrial/Organizational Psychology Senior
Luis Moreno, he is the first person to attend and graduate college in his family. However, with
the ongoing spike in Coronavirus cases, Moreno is worried
that the ceremony celebrating
his accomplishment will be
postponed.

I understand
everything that is
being put into place
is for our safety,
[but] that doesn't
mean it can't be
disappointing for
those of us who
have to experience
this ‘altered reality’
of college.
“I understand everything that
is being put into place is for our
See GRADUATION on page 3
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REDEMANCY
continued from page 1

spread awareness of racism
within Adventist institutions
and offer solutions on how to
diversify and educate students
and faculty alike.
In June, The Redemancy
Project reached out to alumni
and students of Fletcher Academy and asked if they would
be willing to share testimonies about their experience
with racism while attending
the school. Their experiences,
along with a call for a more
diverse faculty, celebration of
Black History Month and stron-

ger awareness of racism within
the school, were then put in a
letter that was presented to
the administration,
The letter was sent with over
one hundred signatures from
students and alumni and was
well received by the administration, according to the Redemancy Project founders.
“I had never seen so many
alumni come together to do
something this quickly,” Deux
said. “It was incredible to see
the work that was put into
this.”
As school resumes, Taylor

Kambuni discusses
future plans to expand
RoundTable concept
to other departments
Taylor Dean
News Editor
During the weeks dedicated
to campaigning for 2020-2021
Student Association (SA) positions back in the beginning of
February, SA presidential candidate Sheryl Kambuni proposed
that if elected she would strive
to start a mentorship program
for students by partnering with
Alumni Relations. After winning
the SA presidential election, she
said that she still plans to put
that proposal into motion.
Kambuni said her desire
for the mentorship program
surfaced after she heard of
the RoundTable sessions that
the School of Visual Art and
Design (SVAD) and the School
of Journalism and Communication (SJC) conduct to connect students with alumni of
those departments. According
to Kambuni, one of her friends
Michaela Lewin informed her
of RoundTable sessions. Lewin
explained to her that one of the
main purposes for RoundTable is
to give students a space to build
relationships and discover job
opportunities after graduation.
“Michaela told me about
RoundTable, and I thought that
it was a great idea for seniors
because it gives them a chance
to connect and make connections for when they graduate,”
Kambuni said. “So I wanted to
get that idea from the SJC and
find a way to get each depart-

ment to implement that concept, too.”
According to Kambuni, she
is still in the middle of working out the specifics of how to
encourage other departments
to host sessions that mirror the
RoundTable concept. She said
that she is looking at working
with Alumni Relations to pursue
a mentorship program.
“If we can start either a mentorship program with them or a
way for [departments] to hold
workshops during our Alumni
Weekend, then alumni can
come in and give workshops,
talks and connect with a student
to become their mentor for the
school year,” Kambuni said.
While Kambuni said she, herself, has not attended a RoundTable session, she has friends who
have. And she has seen how much
they have benefited from them.
“I’ve seen how they’ve benefited from connecting with a
mentor, someone who’s in their
same field, and going out to
have lunch together and just
talk,” Kambuni said. “Especially
during this time with COVID, I’ve
seen how mentors have helped
share different connections for
jobs and things like that with
their mentees.”

Each university
will have its own
issues regarding race, but it's
important to get
students involved
and have conversations about
what the issues
are on this campus
and work towards
improvement and
supporting others.

hopes to continue the mission even though many of the
members will be attending different schools.
“My personal dream is to
grow this organization to
include even more students
from a greater variety of
schools to push for justice and
a voice within their school,”
Taylor said. “During this year,
we will be working harder to
grow our social media platforms and hopefully obtain
even more stories from students who have experienced
injustice or racism.We have

hopes to start fundraising … to
educate, support, and provide
awareness.”
Erik Lorenz would like to
continue The Redemancy Project on Southern’s campus.
“I think making The Redemancy Project an official club
would be a good start,” Lorenz
said. “Each university will have
its own issues regarding race,
but it's important to get students involved and have conversations about what the
issues are on this campus and
work towards improvement
and supporting others.”

meal plan prices because they
are the items most directly
affected by students not being
on campus. The prices for other
items such as tuition and general fees will remain the same
because they cover expenses
and services that Southern will
provide to students throughout
the full semester.
Junior nursing major Issac
Abraham said that he understands the importance of the
reduction, as they are costs that
are essential to students.
“I feel like reductions in rent
and meal plan are both justified
and reasonable,” Abraham said.
“The dorms and meal plan do
have a cost that we as students

need to pay; and a reduction in
price, based on how long we
use it, is justified in itself.”
Junior public relations and
graphic design major Camryn
Clark also agrees and says it is
fair for Southern’s administration to adjust the meal plan and
dorm prices.
“The price adjustments are
appropriate for the shortened
semester,” Clark said. “It would
be unfair to charge students
room and board for a time
period in which they aren’t even
on campus. I’m nervous for
what it means for Southern’s
bottom line. But as a student, I
am relieved.”

PRICES

continued from page 1
was the right thing to do,” Verrill said. “We are aware of many
colleges and universities who
are ending the semester early
as we are but are not reducing
the room and board costs. This
is because they still have costs
of providing these services
to students that they need to
cover whether or not the students are on campus. We felt,
on the other hand, that if students are not on campus for a
certain number of weeks when
they normally would be, that
we should not charge them for
these weeks.”
According to Verrill, the President’s Cabinet made the decision to reduce dorm rent and

MEAL PLAN PRICES FOR FALL OF 2020

$1,075

Bronze Plan

B

Purchase discount
will remain at
$40%.
In the winter
semester,
the amount will
return to its
original price of
$1,325.

$1,475

G

Gold Plan

Purchase discount
will remain at
$40%.
In the winter
semester,
the amount will
return to its
original price of
$1,725.

$1,275
Silver Plan

Purchase discount
will remain at
$40%.
In the winter
semester,
the amount will
return to its
original price of
$1,525.
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Roundtable logo. Illustration courtesy of Tom Wentworth.
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$2,080

In the winter
semester,
the amount will
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original price of
$2,360.

In the winter
semester,
the amount will
return to their
original price of
$2,560.

Talge, Thatcher and
Thatcher South

Southern Village
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Bietz Center construction project Southern students help
in construction of new
avoids delays despite COVID-19
Bietz Center
Taylor Dean
News Editor

Since the majority of students
departed from campus back in
March, the construction on the
Beitz Center has continued in
perusal of a March 2021 grand
opening. The following updates
on the building process of the
Bietz Center have been shared
with the Accent by Marty Hamilton, associate vice president of
financial administration.
According to Hamilton, there
have not been any delays over
the past four months, and the
grand opening of the Bietz Center is expected to be scheduled
for March 2021.
“The pandemic has created
some material supply delays, but
we continue to be optimistic we
can get the building construction
completed by December 2020,”
Hamilton said. “Moving all of the
departments, moving Campus
Shop and opening a new eatery
has its challenges, and they all
need time to relocate.”

When asked what important
updates there are for students,
Hamilton said the school redesigned the parking lot signage
and installed them all over campus, which provides an improvement in visibility.
Additionally, students can
expect to see updates all over
campus in the Fall, including a
remodeled first-floor restroom
in Talge Hall, all Brock Hall bathrooms remodeled, a new elevator and sidewalk entrance at
Wright Hall, a new air purification system in all campus buildings and Florida Hospital Hall’s
name change to AdventHealth
Hall.
“I hope you all realize the
COVID-19 pandemic will require
some lifestyle changes we are
forced to make to keep us all
healthy,” Hamilton said. “We are
very hopeful this will not severely
alter the college experience you
expect.”

Here is a complete list of
updates on the Bietz Center construction:
Currently happening: completed roof installation, installation of HVAC equipment, installation of HVAC interior ductwork
and fire sprinkler system (both
90% complete), completion
of electrical and plumbing
rough-in, interior metal framing
(95% complete), installation of
exterior brick and stone (50%
complete) and the current installation of exterior trim and windows.
Yet to finish: drywall, interior trims/finishes and flooring, interior and exterior glass,
restrooms, sidewalks, exterior
columns, parking lot, landscaping, dining patio, second-floor
patio/balcony and paint.

María José Morán
Staff
As construction and progress
continue at the new Bietz Center, some Southern students
have had the opportunity to
help with different phases of
the project.

I really enjoyed
stepping inside the
building and seeing all the floors.
I was amazed by
it. I really wanted
to be inside, and
I didn’t think that
we'd work on it.
Just being there felt
good.
Three
weeks
ago,
a group of three students
employed by Plant Services
were assigned to help with
construction in the building.

According to the department,
they were helping with anything
that the construction workers
needed, primarily cleanup. This
consisted of picking up trash
and moving materials around
as well as other minor tasks.
“I really enjoyed stepping
inside the building and seeing all the floors,” said Valden
Gardiner, a junior auto service major and a plant services
worker. “I was amazed by it. I
really wanted to be inside, and I
didn’t think that we'd work on it.
Just being there felt good.”
The Bietz Center remains
under construction and is
scheduled to be finished later
this year, with a grand opening
in March 2021.

GRADUATION
continued from page 1

Construction behind the Bietz Center, where they have already installed the exterior bricks on the wall
Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

Inside the Bietz Center. Currently workers are fininishing the installation of the HVAC interior ductwork and
fire sprinkler system. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

safety,” Moreno said. “[But] that
doesn't mean it can't be disappointing for those of us who
have to experience this ‘altered
reality’ of college.”
Mass Comm Media Production Senior Kehiry Castillo is
a Chattanooga resident who
commutes to Southern. Castillo
would like to walk in-person but
said she will make a final decision based on the COVID-19
cases in the area. Throughout
this whole process she has felt
lucky to live near campus.
“My biggest concern is for
students who don’t live in Tennessee,” said Castillo, referring to students who may live
too far to leave and return for
graduation. “It makes me sad
that many of them will have to
decide between going home
for Thanksgiving Break, spending time with family or staying
on campus just to attend their
graduation ceremony.”
In a poll conducted on the
Accent’s Instagram account,
the Accent asked December
graduates if they planned on
returning and attending the
ceremony. With 40 responses,
48 percent said they’d return
and 52 percent said they would
not. Graduates were also asked
if they would prefer walking in

the December ceremony or in
May. With 38 responses, the
vote was split in half— 50 percent voting December and 50
percent voting May.
Any information or updates
on the December graduation
will be posted on Southern’s
website. Emails with this information will not be sent out to
the graduates.

The most important thing for graduates to do is to
order their regalia
and make travel
arrangements so
they can be here
on Dec.13. All
other details and
instructions will
be updated on
the website as it
becomes available.
“The most important thing for
graduates to do is to order their
regalia and make travel arrangements so they can be here on
December 13,” Knight said. “All
other details and instructions
will be updated on the website
as it becomes available.”

December 2020 graduates who say
they plan to return to Southern for a
December Graduation
From a poll of 40 participants

48 %

52%

Returning
Not
returning
Ceremony preferences of
December 2020 graduates’
From a poll of 38 participants

50%
December

The main stairs on the front sides of the Bietz Center have already been built, and workers are now focusing
on completing the roof installation. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

50%
May

Illustration by Paola Mora Zepeda

4

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

| Thursday, July 16, 2020

RELIGION

Peace amidst the storm: What Typhoon Haiyan taught me about God
Paola Mora
Editor-in-Chief
I was living in the Philippines
when Typhoon Haiyan, also
known as Typhoon Yolanda by
the locals, hit the country in
January of 2014. This was not
the first typhoon I had lived
through, but in my five years
in the Philippines I had never
experienced something of this
magnitude. It was a Category
5 storm on the Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale – the
strongest and most destructive
rank a storm can get.
Though I was blessed to live in
a well-built house that saw minimal damage from the storm,
I remember being scared that
night. I was awakened by the
sound of the wind howling and
the tree branches swaying. I did
not know this at that time, but
a lot of that noise came from
trees falling and roofs flying –
a dramatic scene, the effects
of which I witnessed the next
morning. One of the most distinctive sounds, however, was
the torrential pour of rain hitting against the roofs and windows. It was as if the sky was at
war and the raindrops were its
drummers announcing attack.
When I think of this typhoon,
it makes sense why we often
compare the trials of our lives to
a storm. We can feel so insignificant and powerless in the middle of these obstacles. We wonder if the howling of the wind
will ever stop or if the downpour

of rain will ever cease. It can be
scary, because like the trees
falling and the roofs flying, we
don’t know what to expect when
we go out the next morning.
But, on the night of the
typhoon, I learned something
new – something beautiful.
As I laid scared on my bed,
my dad came to check on me.
I don’t recall exactly what my

father said, but I know that his
presence calmed me down. As
long as he was there, I knew
that everything was going to be
okay. I knew that he would do
everything in his power to keep
me and my brothers safe. I had
nothing to fear; the sound of his
voice turned the violent howls of
the wind into gentle whispers.
I don’t know what kind of

trial you are trying to overcome
right now. I do not know what
winds are threatening to push
you over. But I do know this: We
serve a God who can calm the
storm. Just like the presence of
my father made me feel safe,
God wants to bring you peace
in your times of tribulation. The
roaring thunders and growling
tempest are merely background

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

noise amidst the soft voice of his
companionship. The destruction we fear is nothing compared to the safety he wants to
offer us. You are not alone in the
storm. He is in control, and He is
here to provide you harmony as
you get through these trials.

#SAUlife
Caitrin Kramer

Michael Ross Garcia

Monica Mendoza @monicafoorever

My comment on YT got 1,000 likes, might as well move to LA since
I’m so famous.

Darcie Denton @thatoneartist_

I be getting mad at autocorrect for not understanding that mijdst
means Monday

Issac abraham @theindianissac

So you are telling me no one is gonna see my white teeth after
spending big bucks on whitening strips ?
Just whining for no reason, wear your masks.
caitrin_kramer You make me happy when
skies are grey #SAUlife

Rence Arroyo @notrence

Yeah I’m gonna have to give Hamilton a 100/10.

Andrew Oliver

mrossg_12 What’s poppin? #SAUlife

Nathan Ray

Joel Guerra @j8war

My beard really starting to fully fill in when everyone has to wear a
mask everywhere...I hate it here

Caleb Dinzey @cdromdj

Dudes will be 6’3” and that’s their personality

andrew_m_oliver Ohio honestly has surprised
me! #SAUlife

Isa Montanari

isamontav oh captain, my captain #SAUlife

nathan.ray cali sunsets r a vibe... #SAUlife

Marry Bright

marrywith2rs MAMA’S BOY #SAUlife
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Southern implements online
food ordering app, discontinues
self-service at the cafeteria

Taylor Dean
News Editor
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Southern’s postponed
May 2020 graduation ceremony
is set to occur on Aug. 9, and will
be held in the Iles P.E. Center
located on Southern’s campus.
According to the graduation
page on Southern's website,
to accommodate for social distancing guidelines, there will be
three consecutive services at 9
a.m., 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. Each
graduate has been granted
a maximum of four reserved
seats for guests, and registration to attend the in-person
ceremonies is now closed.
Upon arrival, at least one person from the attending party
must show his or her e-Ticket
to enter the building as stated
on the website. Additionally,
photo ID of either a driver’s
license or a Southern ID will
be required to aid with security regulations, and masks
must be worn throughout the
entirety of the program.
According
to
Academic
Administrative Assistant and
Graduation Coordinator Eve
Knight, there will also be a
temperature-check
station
that everyone will need to go
through to be allowed into the
gym. A wristband will be given
to each individual to indicate
See GRADUATION on page 2

Lunch hour at the cafeteria. Food Services is discontinuining self-service for the coming fall semester. Photo courstesy of University Marketing and
Relations Department.

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief
As a COVID-19 safety precaution, Southern is adding an
app to order food online from
KR’s and the Kayak. In addition,
there will be a change to the cafeteria’s menu as self-serve service will be discontinued.
The app, called CBORD GET,
will allow students to place and
pay for their orders from KR’s
and Kayak online. It will not
work with meals in the cafeteria, and no official decision
has been reached about which
functions will be used for the
Deli. The app will be linked to
students’ meal plan account
and will directly calculate purchase discounts respective to
students' individual meal plans.
The goal is for the app to help
decrease the number of cus-

tomers inside the waiting areas
of these food facilities.
“So, if [students] order and
pay online for a pickup … they
won't have to then go and
swipe their card at that place,”
Financial Administration Senior
Vice President Tom Verrill said.
“It’s all online. [So], they can
just show up to pick up their
order, which makes the process
a lot quicker.”
However, it will still be possible
for students to order in person.
Though the app will not have
the option to order food from
the cafeteria, it will be used to
reserve seats in the dining hall.
As seating capacity in this designated eating area is being
reduced by 33%, CBORD GET
will allow students to secure
a space. According to Verrill,

students may reserve a spot
for just themselves or a group
of friends.
Implementing this feature to
the app will also allow Food Services to clean up the tables after
each use.

The app, calledd
CBOARD GET, will
allow students to
place and pay for
their orders from
KR's and Kayak
online.
“Students will still be allowed
to come in [without a reservation],” said Teddy Kyriakidis,
Food Services director. “But
we're trying to get students to

sit in a designated area. That
way we can keep a rotation
going and prevent traffic to the
dining hall, allowing us to clean
up before the next group comes
down again.”
Food Services is also implementing a change to the cafeteria’s menu. Each meal period
will have fewer options, and
self-service will be suspended
for the time being. Some popular features, such as the ice
cream machine, will no longer
be available. Discussion is still
taking place about the accessibility of the waffle station
during breakfast and the haystack bar during lunch and dinner, according to Kyriakidis.
Though self-service will not
See FOOD SERVICES on page 2

Hulsey Wellness Center to reopen Residence halls and
Southern Village add
with COVID-19 regulations

new air filtration devices
installed into AC units
Taylor Dean
News Editor

As the Hulsey Wellness Center prepares to reopen, every other exercise machine has been marked off to
enforce social distancing. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

Megan Yoshioka
Staff Writer
Hulsey Wellness Center will
reopen Aug. 3 to Southern students, along with employees
and their families, amid new
health regulations. Hulsey’s
new restrictions follow guidelines set by the Hamilton County
Health Department and Southern’s administration.
Anyone entering the building will be required to wear a
mask and take the daily health
assessment, which includes a
temperature check and ques-

tionnaire. According to Hulsey
Facility Manager Darin Bissell,
people must also wear masks
while walking through the
hallways. However, subject to
approval by Administration,
they may remove their masks
during workouts.
The University has not yet
approved Hulsey’s reopening to
community members.
According to School of Physical Education, Health and
Wellness dean, Robert Benge,

Administration has voted that
there will be no Gym Kids or
community children swimming
lessons this fall semester.
In accordance with the Tennessee Pledge, all contact
sports, including basketball,
will not be allowed. However,
non-contact sports, such as volleyball, will still be acceptable.
Child care, ice baths and
massages will also not be available upon Hulsey’s reopening,
according to Bissell. Other facilSee HULSEY on page 3

As
Southern’s
housing
departments prepare to welcome students back to campus,
the AC units located in Thatcher,
Thatcher South, Talge and the
Southern Village apartments
have been altered with needle
point bipolar ionization (NPBI)
devices designed to improve
improve air quality.
After a test run of the NBPI
devices proved effective in
reducing air particulates, allergens, mold and killing a variety
of viruses, installation began in
each residence room, according to Financial Administration
Associate Vice President Marty
Hamilton.
“All of the residence hall AC
window units have been pulled
out, cleaned, and then installed
with the device,” Hamilton said.
“It has no harmful byproducts
and does not generate ozone
gas like many other air ionizers
and even UV light devices.”
According to Plant Services
Director of Building Systems
Dennis Clifford, although the
installations began back in

March, Southern had already
been in contact with the NBPI
manufacturer before COVID-19,
looking to purchase the product.

All of the residence hall AC window units have
been pulled out,
cleaned, and then
installed with the
device. It has no
harmful byproducts
and does not generate ozone gas like
many other air ionizers and even UV
light devices.
“Ninety-five percent of the
installations are complete, with
the Service Department being
the only area left to have the
devices installed,” Clifford said.
“Systems have been installed
into dorm rooms and Southern
Village apartments—one per
dorm room, plus a bigger one
for lobbies and hallways, and
one per apartment in Village.”
See AIR FILTRATION on page 2
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be an option in the cafeteria
this semester, food will still be
charged by weight.
To make up for the fewer
menu options, Verrill says,
there will be more grab-and-go
choices. In fact, the pavilion
outside of KR’s will be a designated grab-and-go spot.
Administration will be adding
coverings to this area so that
it is still usable during bad
weather. The Presidential Banquet Room will also be open to
accommodate more students.
Besides these changes, anyone inside the cafeteria, KR’s,
Kayak or Deli will be expected
to wear masks at all times with
the exception of when they are
eating in the designated eating

areas. Customers will also be
asked to sanitize their hands as
they enter the cafeteria and will
have to keep some distance as
marked by tapings on the floor.
Hours for all food places will
remain the same.
“We're working with our
county health inspector to make
sure that things are being done
safely,” Kyriakidis said. “We’re
going by his recommendations
and guidelines. Overall, our goal
is to best serve our students
safely while giving [them] the
college experience they expect.”

AIR FILTRATION
continued from page 1

that they’ve been cleared. Of
all the guidelines for the ceremony, Knight said the most
emphasized is to abide by
social distancing policies.
“We are asking everyone to
maintain their physical distance from other family groups
if they are waiting outside prior
to or after their program, and
that all attendees remain in
their seats during the program,” Knight said. “At the
end of the program, guests
will be dismissed by rows to
exit out the side doors of the
gym. We are asking the guests
and their graduates to meet at
one of their vehicles after the
program in order to facilitate
appropriate distancing outside
after the program.”
In a poll conducted on the
Accent’s Instagram account, 37
respondents said they will be
attending the in-person graduation ceremony while 119 said
they will not. Clinical psychology graduating senior Shirali
Pathak said that despite the
fears of larger events amidst
COVID-19, she still plans to participate in the ceremony.
“I chose to attend the in-per-

son ceremony because we
don’t know what the future
holds,” Pathak said. “I’m starting my master’s in the fall.
And with how the world looks,
this could possibly be the only
opportunity I have left to walk.
So, I decided to take it.”
Mass communication graduating senior Tierra Hayes credits the rising Hamilton County
cases and not wanting to unnecessarily expose her family members to COVID-19 as her reasons
for refraining from participating
on Aug 9. She said that while she
knows some of her classmates
are planning to walk and she is
happy for them, it just wasn’t the
right choice for her.
“I just don’t think I could justify bringing my family - some
with prior health conditions hours away to be in an enclosed
space for an extended period of
time just to watch me walk into
the gym and across the stage,”
Hayes said. “I got my diploma in
the mail, and I feel that I have
gotten the closure I’ve needed
for my college years.”
According to Knight, there
are 72 graduates signed up for
9 a.m., 93 signed up for 1 p.m.

and 49 signed up for 4 p.m.,
which equates to 214 out of
a total of 485 graduates. With
roughly 44 percent of graduates participating in the services, Knight said that while
these are the sign-up numbers,
she can’t predict how many will
actually attend.
“Graduation is usually a ‘welloiled machine,’ where everybody knows his or her designated responsibilities and
fulfills them,” Knight said. “With
information page at www.
southern.edu/graduation

Student Missions reduces number
of operations due to COVID-19

A Global Plasma Solution (GPS) device, which improves air quality
through needle point bipolar ionization, has been installed in the AC
units of each dorm room and Village apartment. Photo by Paola Mora.

Since the project began, Clifford said a team of about 16 people have been working on the
installations, including student
workers from Plant Services.

The most challenging part has been
how time-consuming the project was.
They’ve [the team]
installed between
2,000-3,000 units.
The ones in the
dorm, which are the
smallest ones, take
about 30 minutes
each to install.

the smallest ones, take about 30
minutes each to install.”
According to Global Plasma
Solutions’ (GPS) FAQ page, the
company that manufactures
the device, its GPS technology
can be installed in any system
in any building. Additionally, it
states that its technology saves
energy consumption and lowers one's carbon footprint, all
while delivering clean indoor air
that is safe and healthy.

“The most challenging part
has been how time-consuming
the project was,” Clifford said.
“They’ve [the team] installed
between 2,000 and 3,000 units.
The ones in the dorms, which are
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Carolina Lopez, '18, and Melanie Ramirez, '19, infront of the clinic at Riverside Farms, Zambia, during their
year as student missionaries. Riverside Farms is one of the 14 organizations Southern's Task Force has approved to send Student Missionaries and one of the six that are ranked a "high probability location." If her
Visa is approved, Nicole Donesky will be serving here. Photo courtesy of Christian Bunch.

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief
As Southern prepares for the
start of the new semester, a
small handful of students are
anticipating the start of a year
as student missionaries (SM).
But with the abrupt changes
caused by COVID-19, Student
Missions has opted to reduce
its operations for the Fall 2020
semester.
“We recognize the increased
risks brought on by the novel
coronavirus, not only to health
but to travel,” the Student Missions Office wrote in a statement released on Southern’s
website. “As such, we will be
partnering with a reduced number of organizations until the
pandemic has subsided.”
Under normal circumstances,
Southern’s Student Missions
works in over 40 countries
worldwide and has connections
with approximately 100 organizations, according to Student
Missions Director Christian
Bunch. This year, however, the
opportunities are limited.
As of July 29, Southern’s
COVID-19 Task Force has
approved only 14 organizations
to work with this semester.
Of that number, only six are
ranked “high probability” locations, meaning that the countries’ borders are open. Eight
are ranked “moderate probability” locations, meaning that
they are still unclear whether or
not the borders will allow SMs

to deploy. The list will be revised
on Aug. 2.
“Just because the task force
approves [of an organization]
doesn't necessarily mean that we
can send somebody,” Bunch said.
“It just means that in the event
that the border is open, and we
have worked it out with the organization, and they want to receive
student missionaries, we have
the ability to send them.”

[Student Missions]
has been very open
during this time
even though they
don't have all the
answers.
At the moment, there are
approximately 30 students
signed up to go as student
missionaries during the fall
semester. Though Bunch still
expects the number to change,
he says this is about half the
number when compared to
previous years.
Despite these stats, most
organizations Student Missions
partners with will continue to
carry on their operations.
“We seek to work with organizations who don't rely specifically on student missionaries,” Bunch said. “Though [not
receiving SMs] may reduce
their capacity to do everything
that they have done in the past,
most of our organizations will
be able to continue without as

many student missionaries.”
Nursing junior Nicole Donesky is one of the students who
plans to serve as an SM this
coming semester. She will be
working in Zambia at a medical
clinic. Though she was worried
at first about COVID-19, she
says God kept proving to her
that this was the right decision.
“God just kept opening the
doors since the beginning,”
Donesky said. “There were other
locations - [India and Peru] where I had looked into going.
But out of those options, the
one that seemed to fit me best
was Zambia. ... Now, because
of COVID, those locations don't
sound as promising or possible
as Zambia. So, I can see God
leading that decision.”
Donesky is currently working
to get her Visa and plans to leave
for Zambia at the end of August.
“[Student Missions] has been
very open during this time,
even though they don't have
all the answers,” Donesky said.
“They're optimistic and trying to
do the best that they can to help
us, while also being real with us
and telling us the potential risks
with COVID and different countries that are open or borders
that may close.”
As a safety precaution, SMs
are required to wear masks
while traveling. They also have
to quarantine for 14 days upon
arriving at their destination.

For more related news, visit our website at accent.southern.edu
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ACA to allow study
abroad in some
countries for upcoming school year

Left: Blue markings have been placed on the floor of the gym to inforce socail distancing. Right: As a safety
precaution, the drinking fountains are temporarily closed. Only bottle is allowed. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

HULSEY

continued from page 1
ities such as the pools, fitness
floor and Iles Gym will reopen
with decreased capacity. Every
other exercise machine on the
fitness floor will be marked off
to maintain social distancing.
According to Benge, fitness
classes are adjusting to social
distancing guidelines through
schemes like moving to bigger spaces or decreasing class
sizes. No fitness classes have
been canceled due to the new
restrictions.
Despite more limited access to
gym equipment, Benge said fitness classes will still require the
same amount of workout hours.
“The physical activity requirement for PEAC and ADAC classes
will remain in place,” Benge
said. “While every other piece
of equipment in Hulsey will be
off limits due to social distancing, remember, community
members will not be allowed in
the facility. So, that will free up
equipment.
“Also, exercise outside,” he
continued. “Anything done out-

side lowers the risk of contracting the virus (i.e., walking on
track, tennis, pickleball, hiking,
road biking, mountain biking,
frisbee golf). People may have
to get creative.”
In order to keep the facility
sanitized, Bissell said that the
fitness floor staff will clean
high touch points at least every
two hours. Gym staff will also
use an electrostatic sprayer to
clean equipment every night.
Equipment like racquets, mats
and jump ropes will still be
available to rent and will be
cleaned upon return. Southern
has also installed a needlepoint
bipolar ionization system to
purify the air.
In addition to these routines,
people will be requested to wipe
down machines before and
after use. People will also be
required to wear masks while
they are not actively working
out or swimming in the pool.
Junior public relations major
Bailey DuBose said she does not
plan on wearing a mask while
exercising, but would wear one

while she is not working out.
“I believe that as long as
everyone is socially distanced,
then a mask doesn’t need to
be required,” DuBose said.
“Personally, I would not wear
a mask if I am actively working out but would put one on
while I am moving to a different
machine and entering or exiting
the gym.”
Senior biology major Madison
Tsuchiya said she would prefer
to wear a mask at all times in
the gym.
“Wearing masks is going to
be important even if you are
social distancing,” Tsuchiya
said. “While social distancing may help, the gym is an
enclosed space, and people are
going to be moving around and
past each other in order to get
to the weights, mats or different
machines. If masks aren’t mandated in the gym, I would seriously reconsider going there at
all at least for the first couple
weeks. If I did go to the gym, I
would definitely wear a mask.”

Gym-masters sets new tryout
COVID-19 safety guidelines

Gym Masters performing at their 2019 homeshow. Photo courtesy of Aimee Heather.

Bailey DuBose
Staff Writer
Southern Adventist University Gym-Masters will be implementing new safety measures
in its try-outs, practices and
shows for the 2020-2021 school
year due to COVID-19.
According to Gym-Masters'
Team Manager Aimee Hunt, tryouts will be held Aug. 24-27 at
6 p.m. at the Gym-Master’s gym
in the Hulsey Wellness Center. A
second session will be held at 7
p.m. if there are more than 50
students present to try out.
“Usually, tryouts include lots
of group skills testing,” Hunt
said. “But to keep contact to a
minimum, this year's tryouts
will be individual skills, and
strength testing.”
After students get their tem-

peratures checked and take
their outside shoes off, they will
enter through one door and
practice and exit from another.
In addition to these measures,
there will be hand-sanitizing
stations set up around the gym
and each team member will be
provided a face mask, according to Hunt.
“There will be more individual
routines, and working in ‘family
groups’ so that the same team
members are working with each
other to keep contact to a minimum,” Hunt said.
In past years, the Gym-Masters performed throughout the
school year at different Southern events and shows, but due
to the restrictions of COVID-19

that will be limited this year.
“We are not leaving campus
for any shows, first semester,”
Hunt said. “[However,] we hope
to have a special event produced
for the end of the semester.”
According to Hunt, Gym-Masters is planning on having
shows during the Winter 2021
semester, but that has not
been finalized.
“Big group routines will have
to wait, but not eliminated completely,” Hunt said. “The face
masks will also be a change for
the athletes. We will be spending more time on ‘classic’ gymnastics, meaning hand balancing, tumbling and flexibility.”

Heidi Ramierz, Hannah D'Avanzo and Alexis Johnson. D'Avanzo is going
to Villa Aurora in Italy for a year abroad with ACA. This is the second
time D'Aavanzo is participating in the ACA program. Photo courtesy of
Hannah D'Avanzo.

Aubri Dancek
Staff Writer
As schools prepare to
resume in the fall, ACA (Adventist Colleges Abroad) has made
the decision to resume its program, which will allow students to travel abroad starting
in September.
Despite worldwide COVID19 concerns, ACA’s programs
in Argentina, France, Germany,
Italy, Lebanon and Spain will
be prepared to open their campuses to students arriving in
the fall. The only programs that
have been suspended for the
2020-20201 school year are to
Austria and Brazil.
Sandra Esteves, director of
ACA, believes that campuses are
taking precautions necessary in
order for students to be safe
during their time there.
Each campus abroad has
remained safe from COVID19,” Esteves said. “Surprisingly, it looks like living abroad
right now is safer than living
in the United States, given that
the U.S. has become the new
hotspot of COVID-19 spread.
Nevertheless, because this virus
has spread to all the world, caution and education about how
this virus is spread is essential
to guide our daily life wherever
it takes place.”
According to ACA’s website,
safety measures at the campuses and dormitories will
be adjusted to abide by WHO
(Worldwide Health Organization)
and government guidelines. Students will be given the opportunity to stay in single rooms with
no additional cost. If a student
is symptomatic or tests positive
for COVID-19, online courses will
be ensured while in quarantine.
Some of the other safety measures include face coverings provided and required to be worn
by students and faculty, social
distancing and body temperature checks, which will be taken
regularly on campus and during
cultural tours.
Along with studying on cam-

pus, organized tours and personal trips are a significant part
of ACA’s program.
“As far as the cultural component of each program, each program director will do their best
to offer an impressive ‘menu’ of
cultural tours, equal to pre-pandemic times. But it is possible
that some tours may have to
be adapted due to safety concerns,” Esteves said.
For Hannah D’Avanzo, senior
broadcast journalism major,
this will be her second time
going to Italy through ACA.

I believe campuses abroad will
take the measures
needed regarding safety precautions. Overall, it’s
our responsibility
to keep ourselves
safe, and I feel
very comfortable
going back to Italy
for another year of
school. Although it
will be a different
experience than
when I attended
Villa Aurora my
sophomore year,
I’m excited for a
new experience
my senior year and
am thankful it can
still happen despite
COVID-19.

“I believe campuses abroad
will take the measures needed
regarding safety precautions.
Overall, it’s our responsibility to
keep ourselves safe, and I feel
very comfortable going back to
Italy for another year of school,”
D’Avanzo said. “Although it will
be a different experience than
when I attend Villa Aurora my
sophomore year, I’m excited
for a new experience my senior
year and am thankful it can still
happen despite COVID-19.”
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My savior in the drought: Learning from the faith of a widow
Juan Carlos Grajales
Contributor
These past couple of months
have been rough to our world.
You may be thinking, “How on
Earth will I recover from this?”
The Bible tells us the story of
a widowed woman who, with
her young child, gathered the
last few scraps of food and provisions to make what would be
their last meal. However, in her
despair and fear, God saved her
and her son.
The land in those days was
devastated by a three-year-long

drought, and millions of people
were suffering from dried-up
crops and lack of water for their
animals and themselves. Yet,
out of all of those people who
needed the help, God specifically chose to send Prophet Elijah to the widow and her son.
Fast-forward a little bit, we
now find ourselves at the local
synagogue in Nazareth where
Jesus is speaking. To the people
inside the synagogue, and to
us, Jesus speaks of the faith of

the widow at Zarephath in the
times of Elijah as the differential key that separated her from
the lawlessness around her.
This faith is one that the children of God desperately need
and the one that God so willingly wants to give.
Bear with me one second,
because this is what I’m getting
at: In this COVID-19 infected
world, where millions have
lost their jobs and income,
where millions are suffering

from abuse on the outside and
inside, where millions are being
ravaged like the land that was
whipped by drought for three
years, God has promised a way
for those who have faith.
My dear friend, faith is not
just a blind “feel happy” kind of
thought. Faith is not what many
out there may negatively think it
to be. The story is told of a father
who was looking for a house to
buy for himself and his 6-yearold daughter. As they looked

around a particular house, the
father decided to check out the
basement area - a completely
dark place. Now, from the basement you could see fine. But for
the person looking down from
above, it was pitch black.
As the father climbs down the
wobbly ladder and inspects the
basement, his young daughter decides she wants to follow
her dad. She yells down to her
dad, “Where are you?!” Her dad
replies, “I’m right here; jump
down and I will catch you.”
The little girl could not see
anything, but her father could
see exactly where she was from
below. Through her fear, she
decides to trust in the voice of
her father and takes the leap
of faith to find herself in her
father’s arms.

Through her fear,
she decides to trust
in the voice of her
father and takes the
leap of faith to find
herself in her father’s
arms.
It is God’s promise to take
care of those who trust in Him
as their Father. God wants to
give to you - my dear friend peace, guidance and real solutions for the troubles in your
life. All you need to do is trust
in His word.
“The LORD is close to the
brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.”
Psalm 34:18.
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#SAUlife
Issac Abraham

Nicholetta Litten

Camila Oleaurre @camila_oleaurre

Taylor really had to drop this album when I’m in a stable relationship

Rence Arroyo @notrence

It's been like 10 years and I still can't watch the dog die in I am
Legend

Gianni Arroyo @giannimairie

just remembered I was supposed to see harry styles TWICE next
month...pain....all I feel is pain!!

Daniel Yonkers @DannyYonkers

Living at 9000 ft with an iron deficiency is lame.

___issacabraham happy to be back in
yeehaw state #SAUlife

Gianni Arroyo

lit_nikki We are writing history, reading
hearts and remembering good times #SAUlife

Joslen Lache-Veloz

Byron Montenegro @_byronm
people who spread joy should be eternal

Cameron Reel @thereelcameron

Remember when the biggest thing we had to worry about was
whether or not an egg would be the most liked photo on Instagram? Yeah... Simpler times...

giannimairie #SAUlife

Tristan Deschamps

thethirdtristan don’t care! still don’t care!
#SAUlife

joslenlache Feeling good like I should
#SAUlife

Jessica Zamora

jessicazzamora You glow differently when
you're with God #SAUlife
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Freshman, SAU Intramurals set to continue into the
transfer
fall semester with updated guidelines
student
orientation
altered to
address
COVID
concerns
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
On Friday, Aug. 14, incoming
freshmen and transfer students
will start arriving on campus to
settle into their new rooms and
prepare for orientation week.
But with SmartStart canceled
this summer and new precautions set for the semester, the
yearly program will look different from previous years.
Orientation will start on
Monday, Aug. 17, and will run
until Thursday for most students and Friday for international students. There will be
nine different sessions, and
students, divided into nine
groups, will attend three sessions per day in a rotation
cycle. On Thursday, students
will meet with their Southern
Connections class to participate in community service.
According to First Year Experience
Coordinator
Renita
Moore, this is the first time all
incoming freshmen and new
transfer students are attending
orientation together. Usually,
due to SmartStart, orientation
week is mostly aimed for those
who did not attend a summer
class. Now, Moore said, orientation coordinators are expectSee ORIENTATION on page 2

Jayson Rhea prepares to pass the ball during a flag football game last fall semester. Flag football is one of the five sports confirmed to still take
place this coming semester. Photo courtesy of Intramurals at Southern Adventist University via Facebook.

Taylor Dean
News Editor
Southern’s intramurals website was updated on Tuesday
Aug. 11 to confirm that intramurals will continue throughout
the Fall 2020 semester. While
there will be new guidelines in
place to help minimize contact
and large crowds, the sports
set to take place this fall include
softball, tennis doubles, futsal,
flag football, 3-on-3 basketball
tournaments and floor hockey.
Director of Intramurals Troy
Walker said although the complete schedule has yet to be
published, the running dates
for each sport’s season can be
found on the website.
According to the Fall 2020
intramurals sports plan that
Walker created, all new guidelines are based on current CDC,

state and county recommendations and are subject to change
as new information is released.
The plan contains basic guidelines for both indoor and outdoor sports, as well as new protocols for each specific sport.
“I have a set of guidelines that
was approved by the University
Cabinet that will function as our
main resource of how intramurals will run,” Walker said. “It's
going to be mostly normal, with
some minor adjustments.”
As stated in the plan, both
outdoor and indoor sports
will have a 30 minute buffer
between games in an effort to
allow groups to leave before
others enter. This timeframe
will also give intramural staff
the adequate time to clean and
disinfect any playing equipment

Mckee Library adjusts rules, increases
cleaning to comply with health regulations

According to
the Fall 2020
intramurals
sports plan that
Walker created,
all new guidelines are based
on current
CDC, state and
county recommendations and
are subject to
change as new
information is
released.
that will be used for the next
game. Players will also be asked
to wait outside of the field or

gym for the start of their games
and to refrain from any type of
physical acts of sportsmanship
such as high fives, fist bumps
and hugs.
Specific to indoor sports, the
amount of fans and spectators
allowed inside the gym while
games are going on will be limited, and those who are on a
team will only be allowed in the
gym while their team is actively
playing. Additionally, spectators
will be expected to social distance whether they are sitting
or standing, and must wear
face coverings at all times while
inside the gym.
“The number of people in
the gym including players, officials and fans will be limited to
See INTRAMURALS on page 2

Residence hall staff
prepare designated
quarantine halls in
Talge and Thatcher
Taylor Dean
News Editor

Mckee Library. Photo courtesy of Southern University Marketing and Relations Department.

María José Morán
Staff Writer
Mckee library has adjusted
its rules in order to comply with
health regulations on campus.
Some of the regulations being
enforced_include_frequent
cleaning of surfaces, material
rentals online, and installation
of plexiglass as well as reduced
student capacity. The latter will
only allow for 50 percent of
each floor to be used, making
it easier to comply with social
distancing rules.
To help keep the library clean

and disinfected there will be a
half-hour increment between
room reservations to allow for
cleaning. The library also has
changed its operating hours
and will now be closing at
11:00 P.M., though this decision
was reached due to unrelated
COVID-19 issues.
Although many of the
superficial guidelines have
changed, the library will still
be offering the same services
it has provided in the past.

This means that services such
as meetings with research
coaches and Writing Center
appointments will remain the
same with the exception that
face masks will be required.
“I’d like the students to know
that we are here to help them
no matter the circumstance,”
said Library Director Deyse
Bravo. “I’d like to encourage
students to ask for help when
they need it. We love helping
students with research!”

In a previous article published by the Accent, it was
announced that Southern will
have one hall reserved in both
Thatcher and Talge to accommodate students who may
need to quarantine if they come
in contact with someone who
tested positive for COVID-19.
According to the article, Vice
President of Student Development Dennis Negron reported
that 30 rooms in each hall have
been designated to house one
person per room if needed.
Dean of Students and Director of Residence Life Lisa Hall
said the halls will be solely
reserved for students who
need to quarantine and will be
unoccupied if there is no one
in quarantine. Southern Village
student residents who have
been exposed to COVID-19 will
also be placed in the Thatcher
or Talge quarantine rooms,
depending on their gender.
While Hall said that quarantined students won’t be allowed
to transfer everything from
their regular rooms to quaran-

tine facilities, essentials will be
provided to them by dorm staff.
According to Hall, a system is
being set up to provide quarantined students with meals and
necessities as efficiently as possible. Additionally, Hall said the
residence life team is prepared
to help any quarantined student with other necessities such
as laundry and appliances.

Meals will be
delivered to the
door of their
room, and linens,
a blanket, a pillow and towels
will be provided
in each quarantine room as well
as a refrigerator
and microwave.
“A system is being set-up
where students in quarantine
can go online to place their
See QUARANTINE on page 2
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continued from page 1
50 percent of the overall gym
capacity,” Walker wrote in his
plan. “Only players involved in
the current game will be allowed
in the gym during game times.
Rosters will be given to desk
workers who will screen players
to ensure they are on the roster
before entering the gym.”
In an Instagram poll conducted by the Accent, the newspaper asked students if they
plan to participate in intramural
sports during the fall semester. Out of 221 voters, 105 said
they plan to participate while
116 said they will not. Students
were also given the opportunity
to share their personal opinions
on why they believe intramurals
should or should not occur.
Sophomore social work major
Morgan Garcia said that due to
the nature of being on a college
campus where students are living together and eating in communal locations, she believes
that there is a very present risk
of COVID-19 spreading.
“If intramurals are held, the
risk is even greater,” Garcia said.
“Not only because of the nature
of sports and exercise, but
because it is just another thing
to add to the list of exposure
and contact to others. This in
turn affects those who are not
even participating in sports.”
On the contrary, junior education major Misael Polanco said
intramurals should continue
despite the concerns because
he believes that sports can help
students relieve stress and create a place where they can feel
like they’re a part of something
and have fun.

continued from page 1
“Not many people attend a
university just to study and get
a degree, even if that’s the ultimate goal,” Polanco said. “Many
want to get that full college
experience, whether that’s worshipping together, joining clubs
or playing sports. I think if we
figured out a way to return to
face-to-face learning and worshiping together, we should be
able to have a way to play intramural sports.”

Many want
to get that full
college experience, whether
that’s worshiping together,
joining clubs or
playing sports.
I think if we figured out a way
to return to faceto-face learning
and worshipping
together, we
should be able
to have a way to
play intramural
sports.
According to Walker, students
can go to www.IMLeagues.com/
southern and www.southern.
edu/intramurals for the complete schedule and more information. Guidelines for specific
sports will be released as the
scheduled start dates for the
intramurals approach.

QUARANTINE

continued from page 1

ing about 600 new students to
attend the program.
“[This year] it’s so different
because they're all going to
be together, and we’re spreading out the sessions over four
days,” Moore said.
These changes will also give
students a better chance to
meet with their Southern Connections student mentors.
“So, the mentors will be in
charge of getting the freshmen from place to place and
acclimating them,” Moore said.
“I'm really excited about that
because normally my mentors
don't get to meet all of their
students since the SmartStart
kids have already attended
classes … Now they're going to
be able to develop some really
good bonds.”
The sessions will include the
usual topics, such as Title IX,
academic health and counseling. Students also will hear
lectures about COVID-19 and
their responsibility for protecting themselves and others.

Throughout the whole week,
students will be required to
complete a daily health assessment, social distance and wear
masks at all times.
In addition, the yearly welcome party—a one evening
event for all freshmen and
new transfer students—will be
replaced with other evening
activities stretched throughout the week. These activities
include a “Block Party” hosted
by the Student Association (SA),
an open gym night hosted by
the Hulsey Wellness Center
and an event called “Music in
the Park” which will be planned
by current Southern students
as well as some alumni.
In-coming
communication
freshman Cassidy Connolly
said that though she knows
things will be different due to
COVID-19, she looks forward to
starting her time at Southern.
“It’s definitely a little bittersweet now with COVID-19,”
Connolly said. “But it’s nice
that the campus is open so we
can still fellowship together….

[During orientation] I’m hoping
to meet a fewe new people and
get a feel for the atmosphere of
the university.”

I can't wait to
have students
back. I think I
will be more cognizant of the fact
that, ‘You know,
to make this
campus run, we
need students.’
Moore, who has been planning the orientation for months
now, is also excited to see students fill the campus again.
“I can't wait to have students
back,” Moore said. “I think I
will be more cognizant of the
fact that, ‘You know, to make
this campus run, we need students.’ I mean, the energy and
the lifeline of our students is so
important that it has just not
been the same without them.”

Southern shares results of May 7
survey regarding COVID-19
preventative measures
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
On May 7, Southern sent a campus-wide survey to both returning and new potential undergraduate students about their willingness to abide by new rules in order to protect themselves,
friends, faculty and staff from the spread of COVID-19 on campus. The Southern Accent was able
to contact Chris Hansen, director of Southern’s Institutional Research and Planning, to get a copy
of the results of this survey.

Question: Keeping campus safe during the COVID-19 pandemic is a
responsibility shared by everyone. How willing are you to take
the following steps to limit the spread of infection and protect
yourself, your friends, staff, and professors?
Wear a mask on campus

ABIDE BY CDC GUIDELINES

ADJUSTING EATING TIMES TO AVOID
CROWDS IN THE CAFETERIA

88.5%

72.0%

While Hall said
quarantined
students won’t
be allowed to
transfer everything from their
regular rooms to
quarantine facilities, essentials
will be provided
to them by dorm
staff.
order for the day—three meals,
snacks and drinks,” Hall said.
“Meals will be delivered to the
door of their room, and linens, a

blanket, a pillow and towels will
be provided in each quarantine
room as well as a refrigerator
and microwave.”
Thatcher Residential Assistant
Bailey DuBose, a junior public
relations major, said that in an
effort to look out for the girls in
her hall, she will be reminding
residents to be mindful of the
health guidelines the dorm has
announced.
“I’ll be encouraging them to
follow all guidelines that have
been put in place, especially
with wearing their masks and
washing their hands regularly,”
DuBose said. “It is my hope that
we will make it through this
school year with no issues.”

61.0%

21.2%

19.1%

14.4%

9.7%
3.4%

1.2%

Total RESPONSES:
1,252

Total RESPONSES:
1249
aVOID SPENDING TIME WITH GROUPS
OF MORE THAN 10 PEOPLE

51.0%

41.9%
29.2%

31.9%
15.8%

27.0%
19.1%

14.9%

Total RESPONSES:
1,250

AVOID OFF-CAMPUS
ENTERTAINMENT VENUES

REPORT COVID-19 SYMPTOMS TO
THE UNIVERSITY HEALTH CENTER

Southern Accent

85.8%

The Accent encourages readers to write articles
and voice their opinions. However, the views expressed do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Accent, Southern Adventist
University, or the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

40.3%
32.0%

29.4%

27.9%

24.8%

20.9%

13.8%

For all advertising
inquiries, email
accent@southern.edu

11.0%

10.6%
2.7%

Total RESPONSES:
1,247

Total RESPONSES:
1,250

Staff Sponsor
Alva James-Johnson

12.0%

2.2%

Total RESPONSES:
1,252

AVOID EATING AT OFF-CAMPUS
RESTAURANTS

News Editor
Taylor Dean

LIMIT OFF-CAMPUS TRAVEL TO
ESSENTIAL TRIPS ONLY

51.0%

Total RESPONSES:
1,252

Editor-in-Chief
Paola Mora Zepeda

1.7%

Total RESPONSES:
1,253

MAINTAIN PHYSICAL DISTANCE WITH
OTHERS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE

3.9%

For any questions, comments, and article submission information email us at
accent@southern.edu

7.1%

0.6%

Total RESPONSES:
1,252

TAKE HYBRID CLASSES

Abide by quarantining
guidelines if asked

0.9%

Extremely
Willing

HESITANTLY
Willing

UNWILLING, BUT WILL
DO IT IF ABSOLUTELY
NECESSARY

EXTREMELY
UNWILLING

73.1%
58.7%

24.1%

20.1%

12.8%

5.2%
1.6%

Total RESPONSES:
1,251

Total RESPONSES:
1,250

4.4%

Infographic by Paola Mora Zepeda.
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Michael Baranda, senior class president, delivers graduation speech.
Photo courtesy of the Marketing and University Relations Department.

Rodny Aquino, BBA Business Management major, waves at friends in audience.
Photo courtesy of the Marketing and University Relations Department.

Michaela Lewin, B.S. Public Relations major, poses for picture.
Photo courtesy of the Marketing and University Relations Department.

Tiago Ferreira, BA international development major, walks down the
aisle. Photo courtesy the Marketing and University Relations Department.

Family and friends of graduate cheer during the program
Photo courtesy of the Marketing and University Relations Department.

Coby Federowski, BBA Management Entrepreneurship major, during the graduation program.
Photo courtesy of the Marketing and University Relations Department.

Sharlyn Rumambi, BS Medical Laboratory Science major, poses for photo. Photo courtesy of the Marketing and University Relations Department.

Graduation
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Connected to the vine: The ultimate purpose of Christians
Noah Humphrey
Contributor

Recently, I have been preparing my physical therapy application. There are many boxes
to fill, experiences to log, and
essays to write. Soon, I will
submit the application and go
through a series of interviews.
This is quite an anxious process
for me, as there is no guarantee
that I’ll be accepted anywhere.
The school I attend will certainly affect where I will be
when I launch my career. Sometimes, I’m tempted to wish that
God would come and just tell
me what His plan is for my life.
It would be nice to know which
doors will open, what program
will accept me, and where my
career might go. However, I
have a sneaking suspicion this
will not happen.
We have a desire to know. We
want to see a glimpse at what
the future holds so that we can

prepare. We want to know that
we are ready for any challenges
that might come our way. We
want to know what God is going
to do and when it will happen.
At the center of this desire to
know, often, is the calculation
of whether God’s plan is worth
continuing. Yet, the peace and
joy of Christianity comes not
from knowing every detail of
the plans of God, but from coming to know the goodness of His
love and character. In John 15,
Jesus eloquently shows us our
position in the parable of the
vine and the branches.
“I am the true vine, and my
Father is the gardener.
He
cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, so that it will be even
more fruitful. You are already
clean because of the word I

At the center of
this desire to know,
often, is the calculating of whether
God’s plan is worth
continuing with.
Yet, the peace and
joy of Christianity
comes not from
knowing every
detail of the plans
of God, but from
coming to know the
goodness of His love
and character.
have spoken to you. Remain in
me, as I also remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it
must remain in the vine. Neither
can you bear fruit unless you
remain in me. I am the vine; you
are the branches. If you remain
in me and I in you, you will bear

much fruit; apart from me you
can do nothing.”
When Jesus called the disciples, He simply said, “Follow me.” He did not tell them
that they would see the multitude eat, the blind healed or
the dead raised. He didn’t tell
them of the betrayal to come
or the pain and triumph of the
cross. The disciples often knew
the general direction in which
they were going, but they were
unaware of what they might
encounter when they reached
their destination. The task of
the disciples was to intimately
get to know Jesus—to wake up
every day and build a relationship with God himself. By getting to know Jesus and his love
for all humanity, they became
changed and were able to bear
much fruit.
The_sam e_assignm ent_is
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offered to us today. This might
be surprising to hear, but the
ultimate goal of a Christian
should not be to go to Heaven.
It should be to be there with
Jesus. What will make Heaven
special won’t be the bejeweled construction of the pearly
gates. The joy of Heaven will
be the unfiltered access to the
Savior. We can experience some
of the delights of Heaven right
now. The good news is that we
don’t have to toil and sweat to
create these good things. Our
task as branches is to ensure
that we are always connected
to the vine. We do not have to
know every detail of the future
to be confident in our earthly
walk. Through our connection
to Christ and our willingness to
be used by Him, we can have
assurance that our lives will
bear heavenly fruit.

#SAUlife
Victoria Hansbury

Katherine Faith Victoria Zoch

Camila Oleaurre @camila_oleaurre

my bf always says he likes my style but I only drip athleisure so I
know he’s lying

Daniel Yonkers @DannyYonkers
Came home to find out my mom didn’t water my plant :(

David Matthew Runnels II @RunnelsIi

Coming back to college with a mandatory mask policy is going to
make us more aware of people’s foreheads, eyes and hair than we
ever thought would be necessary. It’s gonna have us like; Yo Daniel? Is that you? I knew it! I’d recognize that forehead anywhere!

Natasya Panjaitan @natasyapnjtn

ordering lashes bc my eyes are all y’all gonna see this semester

vikki1288 On to new chapters #SAUlife

Alejandro Sanchez

katiezoch It’s just my Associates but it’s the
first step to greater things! #SAUlife

Thyrell Smith

Andrew Korp @Magi_korp

If we treated each other the way Chic-fil-A employees treat customers,
the world would be a much better place

Stephanie Chavez @stephychav

If I don’t graduate on time I would like everyone to know it’s because I have failed the fitness classes at Southern

hondocubansanchez I leave this place how I entered it! Climbing️... slowly but still going! #SAUlife

Stephanie Siliezar

stephanie_siliezar Stephanie Siliezar, RN
#SAUlife

thyrell_smith Alford Jonathan Smith B.S. Busi-

ness Administration, Minor in Marketing #SAUlife

Melody-Joy Drummond

ms.melodyjoy Melody-Joy Drummond, BA
Chemistry #SAUlife

